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EXTRACT 



FROM THft 



LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT 



OF THE LAT£ 



REV* JOHN BAMPTON,A.M- 

CANON OF SALISBURY. 



i€ 



1 give and bequeath my Lands 
'^ and Eftatcs to the Chancellor, Mafters, 
*^ and Scholars of the Unirerfity of Ox- 
'^ ford for ever, to have and to hold all 
*^ and iingular the laid Lands and Eftata3 
^^ upon truft, and to the intents and pur- 
*^ poles hereinafter mentioned; that is to 
^* fay, I will and appoint that the Vice- 
*^ Chancellor of the Univerfity of Oxford 
*' for the time being Ihall take and receive 
*' all the rents, iffues, and profits thereof, 
^' and (after all taxes, reparations, and ne- 

A3.*' celfary 
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'' ceffary deduftions made) that' He pay 
^' all the remainder to the endowment of 
^' eight Divinity Le6hire Sermons, to be 
" eftablilhed for ever in the faid Univer- 
« fity 

*^ i direft and appoint, that the eight Di- 
^' vinity Lecture Sernions Ihall be preached 
'^ upon either of the following fubjedls — 
'' to Confirm and, eftablilh the Chriftian ' 
^^ Faith, and to confute all heretics and 
^* fchifrnatics — ^upon the divine authority 
*^ of the Holy Scriptures — upon the au- 
'* thority of the writings of the primitive 
*^ Fathers, as to the faith and praftice of 
'' the primitive Church — upon the Divi- 
^' nity of our Lord and Saviour Jefiis Chrift 
*^ —upon the Divinity of the HolyGhoft 
'^ — upon "the Articles of the Chriftian 
" Faith, as cotnprehended in the Apoftlcs' 
*' and Nicene Creeds." 
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PREFACE* 



JL H £ Boob of Mofes cpnftitute a part 
of divine revelation^ againft which Infide-^- 
litjr has of late years dire<fled heir principal 
attack. They have been ibidiottily repre* 
iented as little better^ than a colledlion of 
p^ular traditioiis built upon fcarcely a 
ilronger foundation^ than the legendary 
tales of clailical 'antiquity. They have 
been pronounced to refemblc the writings 
of Herodotus; rather than thofe of Thucy*^ 
dides'; and to approximate in a flill higher 
degree to the poehis of Homer. Some- 
times their credibility has been even to- 
tally denied ; and the whole Volume con- 
ten^ptuouily ailigned to an age of fabulous 
uncertain^* At other times the mode of 
A 4 attack 
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attack has beea changed ; and the hkldeh 
lap of treachery adopted, in preference to 
the open threats of defiance. Difficulties 
have then been induftrioufly ftarted ; the 
language of profane ridicule feduldufly 
adopted ; and plauilble obje6lions urged in 
the fhape of argument, or infinuated under 
the mafk i of an afFe Acd liberality. Nor 
are thefe antichriftian efforts confined, in 
the prefent generatidil, to the iikbtle trea- 
ti&p or tho elaborate difquifitiom Every 
Vehicle of knowledge is feizc^ upon : and 
while the bowels of the eastb are rani* 
iacked, to convince the litclru^ world of 
the erroneoufnefs of the Mbfaiced chrono* 
logy ; hiftory and travels^' fetire and: tra^ 
gedy, nay even romanced and moyols,. djre 
employed to diflcminate the poiitm amoo^ 
other fclftffes. of readers. ,. S«ch areJ the 
labours of mbdern infidelity; ad»d thuS^ 
through the medium c^ Judaifm, is a UoW 
aimed at the \itala of Chriflianity/ 

On the other han4 many periibQii^ who 
fenaly believe in the great tratiaa of the 

Golpel, 
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Gofpdi, and who fMy Hdiiiit the' atitiiority 
of the Pentateuch; feera' to faney/ that 
there h .very:' little connexion b^weea 
them; . From dusi^omftakc^ idea, thai} 
ffihok attentibfi : is: deeded ^ to the Ni^W 
Teftament; ^^hUt the ^^nerable code of 
the Law is neglefi»d, and almoft deipifed. 
They appear td imagine, that, as Judaifm 
is now abrogated, theyi, as: Ghriftians, have 
vcty little concern with its inifitutcs ; and 
that it is:mfele(s tD pay -aiiy 'gtest'degree of 
atteotixDi to a volume of obfblete precepts. 
Thus they virtually, though p«haps not 
-rerhally, deny the connciftion between the 
Law and the Gofpcl ; and pronounce one 
half of Bcnpture to be nearly devoid of 
Qtiliey* - 

Impf-eired Ivith a fcnfe of the danget 
which re&lts from fuch opinions, I have 
iettdeavowted in the following pages to take 
a view of the Mbfaical- documents, bpth 
-with regard to their credibility, and with 
regard to their conne^on with Cfirifti^ 
'anity^ : ' 

Their 
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Thtoir credibility rcfiilts, partly from ex* 
t€rbal> and partly from internal evidence* 
A remarkable hiftorical coincidence with' 
, profane antiquity conftitutes the one ; and 
various arguments, derived from an atten- 
tive iiirvey of the documents themielves^ 
ferve to eftablifli the other. 

- The conlideration of this firft part of 
my iiibjeft^rcquires, no doubt, £bme de- 
gree of cautipn> in order that the impu^ 
tation of fancifulneis may be avoided* 
Should the enfiiing difquifitions fi>metimes 
appear culpable in this relpeAj let it be 
always remembered, that, as eveiy coinci^ 
jlence forms a complete and independent 
argument, fo any fingle one may be fafely 
expunged, without in the leaft affe^ng 
the evidence derived frotri another* .Ne- 
verthelefs, it is tmiled, that, amidft all thp 
obfcurity of remote ages, and amidft aU 
the intricacies of Pagan mytholpgy, fuch 
veftiges of the truth may ftill be difco- 
vered^ as could never have arifen from 
mere accident. When the whole world, 

from 
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ffofh China to America, and from the 
northern feats of our Gothic anceftors to 
the remote ihores of Hindoftan, concur in 
maintaining the very fame fads with thofe 
detailed iii the Bdoks of Mofes ; it is im- 
{>o^ble to aVoid believing their reality. 
The . univerlkl agreement of unconne6ted 
hlftorians has always been deemed one of 
the ftrongeft marks of truth ; and perhaps 
no book whatfoever, certainly none even 
of' much inferior antiquity, poffeffes thii 
lingular atteftation to its authenticity, in 
fo high a degree as the Pentateuch, 

In ftating the connexion between Jti- . 
%dftifm and Chriftianity, I have confidered 
the two difpenfations, as forming jointly 
one grand fcheme of divine wifdom to fave 
mankind from everlafting deftru<ftion. Un- 
der the Law, no lefs than under the Gof- 
pel, felvation through the fole merits of 
a vicarious facrifice is uniformly declared ; 
and, from the firft fatal tranigreffioti of. 
Adam, to the laft folemn day of general 
retribution, none can be faved from ruin, 

except 
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except through the efficacy of the luiFcr- 
ings of Chrift. Upon this fure foundation 
refted ail the hopes of the Jewilh^ no lefs 
than of the Chriftian church ; for, as out 
Reformers well exprefs it,^ '' The Old Tcf- 
^' tament is not contrary to the New ; for 
*^ both in the Old and Nevr Teftament; 
*^ everlafting life is offered to fliapkind by 
'* Chrift, who is the only Mediator be- 
^ twcen God and man, being both God 
*^ and man. Wherefore they are not to 
*^ be heard, which feign, that the old fa- 
*^ thers did look only for tranfitoiy pro* 
*' mifes*/** 

Infidelity may indeed feoff at a religion 
replete with tenets fo mortifying to the 
fancied dignity of human nature: but the 
Ghriftian has learned, from a more inti- 
mate knowledge of his own heart, to en- 
tertain a more humble opinion of its pu- 
jrity. Whatever may be the confidence, 
with which the Deift and the Pelagian at 
prefect build upon their proud moral inte« 

» Article vii. 

grity, 
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grify^ and their imaginary reditude of cotxi- 
6u€t; in the great and terrible day of the 
Lord we jOhtall pra^ically learn the need« 
vrhioh all men have of a Savioun Eveiy 
high thought, every prefumptuous imagi- 
nation^ will then be cail down ; the pride 
of man will be abafed to the very duU; 
and the meritorious iacrifice' of Chrift will 
alcme be exalted. 

At the end of each volunae, particularly 
that of the firft, I have given the autho- 
rities, on which I have depended ; and I 
may venture to fay, that I have rarely ad- 
vanced a fuppofition, without having th? 
&n(%ion of fbme ancient writer. 

Jan. ijy, 1800. 



P. S. Since it may perhaps be neccffarjr 
to offer an apology for publifhing this work, 
rather in the form of Chapters than in that 

of 
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of Sermons, I tak$ the liberty of ftating the 
following particulars. Some years have novr 
elapfed, iince my plan was iirfl Sketched 
out ; andj as the work was commenced 
without the Icaft reference to the Bamp- 
ton Le6hireihip, the natural confequence 
of fiicb a gircumftance is, that it bears 
yojty little refcmblance to fcrmons, cither 
in point of matter or manner. Owing to 
the copioufnefs of the fiibjed, it was found 
impra^Uc^ble to deliver more from the 
pulpit, than that portion of it, in which 
the connexion between the Mofaical hif- 
tory and profane tradition is confidercd: 
the jremaining part therefore having never 
t)een read before the Uniyerfity could not 
^ith propriety be publiflied in the ihape 
of fermons ; and thp pcrfpicuity and ar-- 
rangement of the whole would have been 
(ponfiderably injured, by breaking it into 
detached fragments, which muft necefTarily 
have been nearly of the fame length. On 
thefe accounts, neither the form of fer- 
mons has been adopted, nor is^ it wifhcd 
Xhj^t the following difquii^tions ihQul4 be. 

palled 
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called by th^ name^ or coniidered in tfav 
light of fermons; iince they are totalljr 
diffimilv to that Ipecies of co^ipofitioxu 
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HORiE MOSAICS. 

. BOOK I. 

THE CREDIBILITY 

dp ' ■, 
THE MOSAICAL RECORDS. 

.1. 
THEIlt EXTERNAL CREDIBILITY, 

OR THEIR 

COINCIDENCE WITH PROPANE ANTIGtUITY. 

11. 
THEIR INTERNAL CREDIBILITY. * 



There are as mamfefl proofs of the undoubted truth and certainty of 
the hiflory recorded by Mofes, as any can be given concerning Aiy 
thing, which We yield the firmeft aflent unto. 

' Stilling. Orig. Sacra, B. II. C. 2. 
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BOOK I. 

A VIEW OF THE CREDIBILITY OF THE 
MOSAICAL DISPENSATION. 



SECT. I. 
ITS EXTERNAL CREDIBILITY, ARISING 
FROM THE COINCIDENCE pF THE MO- 
SAICAL HISTORY WJTH PROFANE TRA-^ 
DITIONS. 

, CHAP. I. 

STATEMENT OF THE SUBJECT — A VIEW OP 

THE ANCIENT HISTORY OP MOSES AND 

PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS* 

JYESEARCHES into antiquity have this statement 
peculiar recommendation, that while theyjea. 
intereft the fancy, they alfo gratify our cu- 
riofity, ahd enlarge the boundaries of our 
knowledge. To many other purfiiits the 
mind may perhaps devote itielf from a 
couviAion of their neceffity, but it is obliged 
B z at 



Digitized by 



Google 



( HORiE MOSAIC/E, 

SECT, at the fame time to ownitsreliidanceand 
I. averfion. It will readily acknowledge their 
- importance, but it will view them in, the 
light of a tafk, rather than that of a plea- 
fure; and fubmit to the requifite labour, 
more from an expectation of futyre be- 
nefit, than from any profpeft of immediate 
gratification. But the fatigue, attendant 
upon the ftudy of antiquity, is relieved by 
an unceafing variety, and diminifhed by 
the charms of perpetual novelty. The lure 
df prefent pleafure is added to the antici- 
pation of diftant advantage ; and, while 
every faculty experiences the powerful fti- 
mulus of unfated curiofityi the purfuit is 
dignified by -a confcioufnefs that its object 
is not devoid of utility to the interefts of 
literature. 

'Nor is this defire of contemplating the 
deeds . of other times merely an acquired 
tafte, confined to fome particular age or 
country : it is a difpofition of the mind, 
which equally charaftcrizes a period of 
' rudenefs, and an age of civilization. The 
romantic fables indeed of a barbarous peo-. 
pie are gradually rejeded by progreffive 
' fcience, and the wild uncertainty of tra-5 

dition 
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ditiori is fucceeded by the laborious accu- chap, 
racy of patient inveftigation : but the rul- ' !• 
ing principle of curiofity ftill remains un- ' * '■ 

altered, though the faculties of the human 
mind are directed to an end more worthy 
of rfeafon. As learning increafes, legendary 
abfurdities vanifli ; and the religious opi- 
nions, the cxiftoms, the origin, and the ar- 
chite<fture of our 'predeceffors in various 
parts of the gl6be, all ferve in their turns to 
arreft the attention, arid to exercife the in- 
genuity of the antiquary. Even thofe, who 
have no incHnation to fobmit to the fatigue 
of accurate fcrutiny, will readily avail them-*- 
felvcs of the labours of others, and perufe 
with pleasure. the minute hiftotical detail^ 
or examine with cagernefs the well fup- 
ported hypothefis. Let it however be re- 
membered, that the life and the abilities 
of man were mever deiigned by Providence 
to be folely employed in profecuting con* 
jciSlures, which cart ferve no other purpofe* 
than that of gratifying ♦a vain curiofity* 
The Ghriftian fcholar will endeavour to 
miake. every literary purfuit, irt which he 
is engaged, tend, if poflible, to promote 
the glory of his Creator, and the beft, the 
religious interefts of. mankipd. In the fo- 
B 3 lemn 
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J5ECT. lemn; 1w\xt of retribution, an hour not Vcfy 
i. far diftant from any of us, every purftiit, 

-^-^'^-^ — and eyery a<Sion> . which has not, cither 
mediately ot immediately, had a refisrence 
to the one thing alone absolutely needful, 
will then appear lighter than Vanity itfelf* 

The ftudy of antiquity, if properly di* 
recSed, may juftly claim ito conteniptiblc 
rank in the fervicc even of Religion. Evely 
hiilofical fad; is entitled to a greater or a 
left degree of our belief, according as it is 
Inore or lefs fupported by concurrent tefti- 
mony, and more or lefs ftamped with the 
marks of internal vtfracity. We are not ac- 
cuftomed to judge, how far a tranfaftion 
is probable or improbable, by the circum* 
ftance of its being more or left remote 
from our own times ; but we take into 
confideration the credit due to its hiftorian, 
the coincidence of his narration with that 
of other authors, and the evidence which 
arifes from its^^ internal credibility. Hence 
we perpetually admit or rejfeiS: the worku 
of different writers, without being in the 
leaft influenced by the mere ajitiquity, or 
the mere latcnefs of the period in which 
they flouriihed ; and the valuable;, remains 
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of claflical hiftory Are received as authen- chap. 
tic,, while the fabulous legends of the mid- i. 
die ^es are juftly configned to obfcurity " ' " 
and cotitempt. In many niarratives, even 
of modern date, tve are obliged to depend 
Iblely Upon the affertions of the compilci* ; 
and we admit by much the grcateft part 
of ancient hiftory entirely Upon the fup- 
pofed fidelity of the writer. We ftop not 
to inquire, how far his detail is fiipported 
by the teftimony of others; nor do we de- 
mand any other mark of internal credibi- 
lity, than the unguarded fimplicity of truth. 
Civilization was once at fo low an ebb, 
that the fcience of the whole world cen- 
tered almoft exclufively in the petty repub- 
lics of iSreece. That country was doubt- 
lefs indebted to other n'ations, and bor- 
towed largely from. the more ancient re- 
fcarches of fegypt and Phenidia ^: but the 
writings produced in thofe other nations 

» *' The chief and nioft ancient hiHorieJ among the 
''Greeks were only a c6miption of the hiftoiy of elder 
" nations, efpecially Pherticia and Egypt : for of thefe two 
" Philo Byblius, the Tranilator of the ancirtit Phenlcian 
'* Hiilorian, 5anchoniathon, faith, tbey 'Wers, «?«?uwot«to» t^* 

" cient (faU the barbarians ^ from 'whom the others derhed their 
" theology ; which he there particularly inftanccth in." Stil- 
lingHeet, Orig. Sac. B. I. C. 2. 
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SECT, have, for the moft patt, either entirely pc- 
I. rilhed, or have been handed down to us 

' only through the medium of Greek lite- 

rature. As we approach nearer to modern 
times, that moft decifive fpecies of evi-^ 
dence, concurrent teftimony, graduatlly in- 
creafes. The fame fafts are related by un- 
conne6led hiftorians, in different countries, 
all far advanced in civilization; and the 
image of truth is thus ftamped indelibly 
upon the fcveral narratives. 

The moft ^ancient records now extant 
are thofe of the Jewifh nation, and the 
feries of events detailed in them extends 
even to the creation itfelf. «The account 
of thofe early and jfingular tranfaftions is 
given with an unexampled brevity, and an 
unafFefted fimplicity. The hiftorian ap- 
pears to be equally free from the love of 
praife, and the defire of exaggeration. In- 
ftead of labouring to extend his lubjeft, 
he feems ftudioufly to contraft it ; and in- 
ftead of adopting the luxuriant language of 
allegory, he is remarkable for the majef- 
tic plainnefs of his expreffions* The un- 
doubted antiquity of the Pentateuch, and 
the high veneration in which it has ever 
been held by the pofterity of Ifrael, capnot 
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fail of exciting the attention of every fc- chap. 
Hqus inquirer. Unlike the gaudy fables i. 

of Paganifm, the narrative, which it com r 

prehends, is Ihort, fimple, and unadorned. 
Supernatural interpofitions indeed frequent- 
ly occur; but they are invariably afcribed 
to one fupreme and exalted Being, the 
Lord of heaven and earth. No mention 
is made of the real exiftence of any infe- 
rior deities, nor is there even a hint given 
of that canonization of mortals, which pre- 
vailed fo univerfally in the mythology of 
the heathens. On the contrary,, the reli- 
gious worfhip of the Gentile world, though 
repeatedly mentioned by the author of the 
Pentateuch, is mentioned only in terms of 
the fevereft reprobation, and the moft in- 
dignant contempt. The accommodiating 
ipirit of Paganifm readily permitted an 
univerfal toleration, and encouraged the 
frequency of religious communion ; but in 
the Jewilh records, every ipecies of wor- 
Ihip, except that of the one true God, is 
pronounced to be vain and abominable. 
Like fbme detached and prominent moun- 
tain, in the neighbourhood of a vaft and 
uniform plain, the code of the Hebrew 
legiflator forms, in this refped, a ftriking 
contraft to the mythological fables of every 
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SECT. Other nation> and with a Iblitary mftjefty 
I. ftands totally apart from the various fyf- 

* ^ ■ terns of ancient idolatry. The grand cha-. 
xafterilHc of heathen devotion, however 
diverfified by caprice, or modified by im- 
pofture, is uniformly Polytheifm. The ob- 
je<9:s of adoration may indeed occaiionally 
difFer in number, titles, and attributes; but 
a multiplicity of deities ftill conftitutes the 
general creed of paganifm ; and a dere- 
liction of the pure worfhip of the Unity is 
equally chargeable upon the refinements of 
Europe and Afia, the degraded worftiip of* 
the weftern hemifphere, and the bafe lii- 
perftition of Africa. The wifdom of Egypt> 
the learning of Greece, the mafculine ener- 
gy of Rome, and the diverfified knowledge 
of Hindoftan, were alike unable to pre- 
ferve them from the univerlal contagion* 
Ifirael alone was exempt, though far infe- 
rior to the literary part of the ancients in 
mere human philofophy, atid the exclujhe 
charafteriftic of the Pentateuch is the doc- 
trine ^i the unity of the Godhead. 

Such is the wonderful volume, to which 
the Jews pay implicit obedience, and upon 
which the whole fabric of Chriftianity is 
ereAed, It has long enjoyed a kind of 

pre- 
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prelcriptivc veneration, and its claim to di- chap. 
vine authority has been rarely queftioned i. 
by the unfufplcious piety of our anceftors. ■ ' 
Penetrating into the moft remote ages, it 
gives us a circumftantial detail of the ear- 
lieft tranfadions, and removes at once the 
veil of obfcurity from the primeval hiftory 
of man. Here however an important 
qucftion naturally arifes from fb interefting 
a iubjeft, and a difpaffionate inquirer after 
truth is fcd almoft involuntarily to alk, 
whether this ancient narrative can .ftand 
the teft of that fcrutiny, which is ufually 
deemed lufficient to eftablifh a claim to 
hiftorical authenticity. 

The degree of credit due to the author 
of the Pentateuch depends upon the coin* 
cidence of his narrative with the records 
and traditions preferved by other nations, 
and upon the internal evidence of truth, 
which may be difcovered in his writings. 
With regard to the fecond of thefe parti* 
culars, it Ihall be considered in a fubfe- 
quent portion of this Work. It only re- 
Mains therefore at prefent to teamine, 
whether the tranfaftions, detailed by Mo- 
fes, reft upon his unfupported teftimony 
alone, or whether they are not corroborated 
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SECT, by the concurrent voice of all nations, in 
I. all quarters of the globe. 

Various are the Pagan traditions, which 
minutely coincide with the Mofaical ac- 
count of the early ages of the world : but 
let it be obferved, . that this fimilarity af- 
fords no juft ground of concluding that 
they were derived from the Pentateuch. 
Such a circumftance is, in moft cafes, ren- 
dered utterly impoflible by the remotcneft 
bf the nations, in which .thofe traditions 
were prevalent, and by their total want of 
^ connexion with the pofterity of IfraeL 
The Arabs, or the Egyptians indeed, might 
poffibly have borrowed from the Jews ; but 
the Chiinefe and the Hindoos, the Gcrths 
and the Americans were effe6lually pre- 
cluded by local circumftatices from having, 
had any knowledge of the favoured people 
of God/ We muft therefore conclude, 
that, whatever their popular belief might 
be, it defcended to them, not through the 
medium of Jewijh antiquities, but down the 
Jiream of an unii)erfal and uninterrupted 
tradition. The iingular phenomenon of a 
general agreement among a vaft variety of 
nations widely feparated from each other, 
' and efFedually prevented by their mutual 
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diftance from having had any recent inter- chap. 
courfe, can only be accounted for upon the !• 

fuppofition, that they all fprung originally 

from one common anceftor. To Noali 
alone we muft look as the primordial 
fource, to which all pagan nations were 
indebted for their knowledge of antedilu- 
vian events : and as for thofe, which took 
place > immediately after the deluge, they • 
can only have been diffufed over the fJce 
of the whole earth by the pofterity of the 
firft defcendants of that Patriarch. Hence, 
although the Mofaical documents are the 
grand and genuine repofitory of all thcfe 
ancient fads ; yet, profane traditions muft, 
for the moft part, have been derived, nor 
from the records of the yews, but from cer^ 
tain mutilated accounts of the faSls them^ 
felves. Upon this ftatement depends the. 
whole of the enfuing argument in favour 
of the authenticity of the books of Mofes. 
If Pagan traditions are borrowed from 
thfe Pentateuch, inftead of being- derived, 
through the different Gentile lines of Shem, 
Ham, and Japhet, from the circumftances 
themfelves, however they may tend to Ihew 
the antiquity of the facred volume, they 
undoubtedly ceafe to be undefigned coinci- 
dences. 

The 
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SECT. The narrative contained in the Penta- 
I. teuch naturally divides itfelf into four dif- 

;— tinft periods: the account of the creation— 

oie anient the hiftory of the time which elapfed be^- 
Mofe?!°^ tween the creation and' the deluge— the 
4^^cription of the deluge — and the annals • 
of certain remarkable poftdiluvian events. 
Upon inquiry, it will be found, that the 
remembrance of thefe circumftances has 
been preferved, in a very remarkable man- 
ner, by jsiinoik every nation upon the face 
of the earth* The fame fadls are related 
both in the caft and in the weft, with a 
fingular degree of accuracy; and the va- 
riations, which occur in the feveral narra* 
tives, ferve only to Ihew, that the knowr 
ledge, which was originally pofleffed by all 
the immediate defcendants of Noah, has ia 
procefs of time been gradually corrupted. 

We are informed by the facred hiftorian, 
that the heavens and the earth were cre- 
ated in fix days, by the agency of an all- 
wife and an allrpowerful Being, who re- 
vealed himfelf to mankind by his incom- 
municable name of Jehovah. A fixth part 
of the time employed in the whole cofmo- 
gony was appropriated to the formation of 
man alone. The fpiritual ihiage of God 
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was impreffed upon him, his foul was free chap^ 
even from the flighteft taint of evil, and j. 
all his inclinations were in perfed unifon i^ ^ ^ 

with the will of his heavenly Father. Thus 
holy, and thus upright, he was placed by 
the Deity in the garden of Para^ifc, and 
entered upon a life of immaculate purity, 
and unmixed happinefs. 

This blilsful ftate of innocence however 
was foon forfeited; man yielded t6 the 
temptation of a malignant ipirit lurking 
under the diiguife of a ferpent, and vio- 
lated the exprefs commandment of God- 
The fcntence of death was pronounced 
lipon him in confequence. of his difobe- 
dience, though its bittemefs was alleviated 
by the promife of a mighty Conqueror, who 
was deftined to bruife the head of Aat 
reptile, which had feduced him from the 
paths of holinefs. 

The balefol workings of fin appeared with 
their fiiU horror in the next generation, and 
human bipod was ihed for the firft time by 
the hand of a brother. As mankind mul- 
tiplied, wickednefs likewife increafed, and 
the advanced age, to which they attained 
at that period^ fervcd only to augment 
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SECT, the general corruption. At length the ave- 
I. nues to divine mercy were clofed, and 

^ — ^— thofe wretched vidims of fin were fealed 
up in final impenitence. The elements 
waited to receive their commands from 
God, and the whole world trembled upon 
the verge of unexpefted deftruftion. Sud- 
denly the fountains of the great deep were 
broken up, and the windows of heaven 
were opened. A tremendous flood deluged 
the lurface of the globe, and every foul pe- 
xifhed, except the houfehold of one Lpious 
Patriarch. Inclofcd within a capacious 
ark, this favoured family remained fecure 
amidft the wreck of univerfal nature, per- 
feftly free from the leaft danger, becaufe 
under the immediate proteAion of Onini-* 
potence. 

The waters at length abated, and Noah 
along with his offspring prepared to quit 
the ark, in which they had been preferved. 
The cultivation of the earth, and the plant- 
ing of vineyards, firft engaged their atten- 
tion; but the harmony of the new world 
lyas'foon difhirbed by the wickednefs of 
Ham. His unworthy treatment of' his 
aged father called down a curfe upon the 
head of Canaan, while the piety of Shem 

and 



Digitized by, 



jGoogle 



HOR^ MOSAICS. . 17 

aad Japhet procured a prophetic bleffing chap. 
for their pofterity, , i. 

In a Ihort time, the defcendants of Ham, 
unmindful of the late judgments of God, > 
corrupted themfelves under the conduft of 
Nimrod the fon of Cufli. With a view 
of laying the foundation of an univerfal 
tyranny, and of preventing themfelves from* 
being Icattered over the earth, like the 
children of Shem and Japhet, they pre- 
pared to build a city and a tower; but 
their impious defign was fruftrated by a 
miraculous interference of heaven, and they 
ivere doomed to the very condition, againft 
which they had attempted to guard^. 

The natural tendency to evil, fb deeply 

*• I have here followed the hypothecs of Mr. Biyant, 
which fuppofcB that the children of Shem and Japhet were 
tiot engaged in this rebellion againil heaven^ but that it w^s 
confined to the dcicendants of JHam. See Analyfis, vol. lii. 
p. 19, 26, Some perfbns have maintained, that the words, 
O^Dl^'n ]WH^\ fhould not ,'l>e rendered, " Whofe top may 
'* reach unto the heavens," but fimply, " Whofe top was to 
'' the heavens," in other words, " dedicated to the worfhip 
*' of the material heavens." How far the prepofition n will 
bear the fenfe of dedication, I will not take upon me to de- 
cide. The word commonly ufed, when that Is imported) is 
Certainly not 3, but Vk or ^. See Gen, viii. 29, Witjj varipus 
other pafK^ges of Scripture, 

Vol. !• c rooted 
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SECT, rooted in the hum^n brfeaft, loon produced 
I. a general difFuiion of ^ickednels and idb- 
■ ■ latry. The glorious orb of day withdrew 

' the devotion of mankind from him who 
created it, and the worlhip of the hoft of 
heaven became almoft univerlally preva- 
lent. In thefe circumftances, God was 
pleafed to take Abraham under his peculiar 
guidance, and to prove his faith by a va- 
riety of trials. A fignal example of divine 
vengeance is recorded to have taken place 
in his days. Certain cities of Canaan hav- 
ing filled up the meafiirc of their abomi- 
nations, a torrent of lulphureous .fire de- 
fcendcd from heaven, and utterly conlumed 
' them ; while the traft of country, in vvhich 
they were fituated, was comrerted into a 
., noilbme and ftagnant lake. 

From Abraham was delcended, in a di- 
r^ft line, the patriarch Joieph. A number 
of providential events conlpired together to 
throw him into the high fituation of prime 
minifter to the king of Egypt, and a dread- 
ful famine of feven years produced the mi- 
gration of his whole family into that coun- 
" try. Here, in procels of time, they mul- 
tiplied to fuch ^ degree, as to excite the 
jealouly of the reigning monarch. A moft 

ini- ' 
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iniquitous fcene of tyranny enliicd, when chap. 
Mofes was taifed up by God to be the de- i, 
li^erer of his brethren. A feries of mira- " 

culous plagues inflifted by the hand of the 
prophet, at length forced the reluftant 
prince to confent to the departure of the 
Ifraelites. Soon however, repenting of his 
conftrained pcrmiffion, he purlued them 
as far as the waters of the Red Sea; 
which-, in obedience to the divine com- 
mand, opened a paflTage through its waves 
for Mofes and his followers, but return- 
ing immediately to its accuftomed chan- 
nel, overwhelmed Riaraoh and his Egyp- 
tians. 

Thefc are fbmc of the principal cireum- 
ftances recorded in the Pentateuch; and 
they are faid to have happened in the car- 
lieft ages of the world : but the Angularity 
of the events, and the remote period to 
which they are alcribed, feem to give us, 
as reafonable beings, an* undoiibted right to 
examine their claim to veracity. A blind 
acquiefcence in received opinions is re- 
quired as a duty only by {iiperftition and 
impofture; genuine Chriftianity difdain^ 
the lurking artifices of deceit, and founds 
c z her 
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SECT, her empire no lefs upon the alle^ancc of 
I. the underftanding, than upon the fubju* 
• — * gallon- of the paffions. 

Preliminary Perhaps no method of afcertaining the 
tJous. authenticity of the books of Mofes is more 
ftriklng or more convincing, than to bring 
together into one point of View the various 
traditions of Paganifm, and to compare 
them with the hiftory contained in the 
Pentateuch. The refemblance betv^^een 
them, in many inftances, is fo wonderfully 
accurate, that the neceffity of a formal and 
laboured .comparifbn is almoft precluded. 
A bare ftatement of fafts is fufficient to 
fix the attention, and to convince the un^* 
• 4^rfl:anding \pf any unprejudiced inquirer. 
This however is not always the cafe* 
Truth is frequently blended with fidlion, 
or obfcured with allegory; her fo.rm is 
fometimes feverely iputilated, and ibme- 
times unnaturally dilated; fhe is often 
nearly buried beneath a load of extraneous 
matter, and her features perpetually vary 
with thfe varying mythologies of different 
countries; Hence, it is abiblutely neccf^ 
fary, that fome rules of interpictatioa 
fliould be laid down, which may enable us 
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to penetrate through the thick gloom of chap. 
heathen tradition. >^ l. 



1. Allegory and perlbnification feem to 
have been peculiarly agreeable to the ge- 
nius of antiquity, ^and the fimplicity of 
truth was perpetually facrificed at the 
Ihrine of poetical decoration. Obedient to , 
the call of a luxuriant fancy, inanimate 
objefts burft forth into life and aftion, and 
the whole material creation aflumed a new 
degree of importance. The progenitors of 
mankind , were elevated to a rank above 
that of mortality, and were adored as gods 
by the blind fuperftitipn of their dcfcen- 
dants. Univerfal nature, and even abftraft 
ideas, received not unfrequently the ho- 
nours of canonization, and afted a conlpi- 
cuous part uporv the ftage of ancient my- 
thology. The ocean put on the menacing 
frown of , a gigantic /demon ; the ark was 
transformed into a myfterious female ; and 
creative love was lymbolized under the 
image of a beautiful iylph, decked with 
golden wings,^ and hovering over the wide 
expanfe df the chaotic abyfs. 

2. The obfcurity, ncceffarily attendant 
upon allegorical defcripti6ns,'was height- 

c 3 cued 
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SECTi. cned by the vanity, whic^ prompted €ach 
I. nation to adapt, to their own peculiar my- 
thology, fafts equally conneded with the 
whole race of mankind. Commelt>0r2itive 
ordinances were cftabliftied, and remark- 
able events were eidiibited in a kind of 
fcenlcal reprefentation. In Ibme cafes their 
origin was remembered, in others it wj» 
totally forgotten, and thus would for evflr 
have remained, had not the page of Scrip- 
ture afibrded that explanation, which had 
long been obliterated from the annals o(f 
Paganifm. 

3. A confiderable portion of ancient fa^ 
ble has been handed down to us, throwgh 
the medium of the literature of Greece, 
and in its paffage has received a very great 
degree of corruption. The religion of that 
celebrated peninfula is confefledly of for 
reign extyaftion*^. Egypt ind the ^aft 
were the fources, from which the Greeks 
equally derived their origin and their my- 
thology : but the faftidious delicacy of dajt 
fical eats, and the vain afFeftation of re- 
mote antiquity, induced them to corrupt 
various oriental words, and to feek for the 
xadicals of them in their own language. 

« Herod, lib, ii, feft. 4, 43, &c. 
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This vanity has been produdive of many cHiJ^« 
abfurd mifreprefentations, and has ifuperin- i. 
duced much obicurity over feveral remark- ■ 
able traditions. It will be neceffary there- 
fore, in the elucidation of Greek antiquity, 
frequently to have recourfc to the oriental 
dialeds**. The derivation of the very al» 
phabet> ufed by that polite and ingenious 
nation, offers it&If as a clue to dired iis iin 
our refearches. It naturally leads us to 
that wide ipreaiding language, which once 
extended itlelf over fb many of the weflem 
nations of Aiia, and which ftilt prevails, in 
the Ihape of one of its dialefts, through fb 
large a portion both of Africa, and of the 
Eafl : the fame radicals equally ferve to 
form the bafis of the kindred tongues of 
Chaldea, Syria, Paleffine, Pljenicia, and 
Arabia. By the commerce of Tyre this 
language was difFufed round the coafb 6£ 
the Mediterranean ; and the adventurous na* 
vigators of Carthage have left fbme traces 
of it even upon the remote fhores of Bri- 

^ Upon the propriety of adopting this fyftem, let Plato 
himfclf fpcak : Erwo> ya^, on vo>Jm o» '£Mm'3( ow/Aara, o^Xwf 

oMA fJLVI KCti* tKU97i9, l| «( TO fifOfJlM TVy^aPU OPi Oia-d» OTI ftvopoi 

«y. Plat. Cratylus. 

c 4 teun. 
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SfrjCT. tern. The fecliided defcendants of Ifracl 
I., occiapicd but an inconfiderable divifion of 

•— ^ that immenie tracS:^ over which thk- an- 
cient tongue had extended itjfelf ; nor does 
it appear probable, that the Greeks; bor- 
rowed many oriental radicals immediately 
from that peoplq. It is more likely, that 
i they were adopted from fome of the colla- 
teral dialeds of thofe eaftern nations, which 
were lefs averfc than the Jews ^rom an 
unreftraincd intercourfe with mankind •". 

• This fuppofition neither contradicts nor corroborates 
thft opinion of Mr. Bryant, refpe£Ung the origin of thc.rnr 
dicals> which form the bads of his very valuable work. He 
deduces them indeed from the ancient Ammonian dialed^; 
but by much the greateft part of them, as muft be evident 
to any perfbn in the lead degree <jonv6rfant with the facred 
•languagcf, is in reality pure Hebrew. Th? Ammonian tongue 
appears, in fa6l, to have been no other than a mere dia- 
lect, ^and^ like mofl of the other dialefts fpoken in weftem 
A^a, to^ be ultimately refolvable into the language of Pa- 
kftine. The prefent hypothefis therefore will remain equally 
tenable, through whatever channel the Greeks may be fup- 
pofed to have borrowed their oriental radicals. For if the 
languages of Chaldea, Syria, Phenicia, and the Ammo- 
nians, be in reality only different dialeAs of one primitive 
tongue, it matters little, to which of them the Greeks were 
^ecially indebted. 

The radicals, which Mr. Bryant produces as being Am- 
monian, and ufhich 'are at leajl equally Hehrkv, are Ham, 
Chus, Mizraim, Ab, Aur, El, On (px). Ait (moft probably 
the Chaldaic form of tt;K, as in the derivative prx a furnace) 
Ad, Ees, Di, Cohen, Baal, Keren, Oph, Ain, Apha, Aft, Shem, 
Shemeib^ Melecb; Zar^ Fhi^ Ai; Beth. It is fuperfluous to 

bring 
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Depending then upon the three rules chap. 
which are here laid down, I fliall endea- i. 

vour to analjfe many ancient traditions, 

partly by divefting them of their allego- 
rical obfcurity ; partly by depriving them of 
their local appropriation ; and partly by de- 
ducing the etymology of terms, not from . 
Greek, but from oriental radicals. 

If, in the fcquel of the prefent invefti- 

bnng forward any inilances of ^^ common names relating to 
■* places/* as Mr. Bryant himfelf allows, that " they are for 
^ the moft part fimilar to thofe in the ancient Chaldaic, and 
" admit of little variation." Anal. vol. i. p. 91. 

Since then it appears^ that the Ammonian is, in reality, 
a mere collateral dialedi with the Hebrew, I cannot fee thc^ 
reaibn^ why Mr. Bryant, and more particularly his ingenious 
fucceflbr, Mr. AUwood, Ihould cenfure fo fevcrcly thoft who 
make nfe of the Hebrew language in elucidating ancient 
mythology. The fa6t is, they, who are thus cenfured, do 
not fb much depend upon the Hebrew, as upoii the Hebrew 
dialects ; but the Ammonian, from the fpecimens Nvhich arc 
given of it in the Analyfis, is undoubtedly a collateral dia- 
led with the Hebrew 5 confequently, moft of thofe Greek 
words, which are derived from it, muft ultimately be re- 
folved into that ancient tongue, which extended itfelf throagh 
all the weftern regions of Afia, It matters little, whether 
the Hebrew be the fountain, from which fo many kindred 
ftreams have flowed, or whether fome more primeval lan- 
guage be equally the parent of the Hebrew and its dialects : 
it is fufficient for the prefent argument, if it be allowed, ufon 
the authority of Plato, that many terms in the mythology of the 
Greeks are borrowed from thofe whom he ftyles barbarians. 

gation. 
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SECT, gation, it can be flbewn, that by much the 
l^ greateft part of the feds, contained in the 

g >-^... -- Mofaical hiijtory, is to be found likewifc 
in the writings of profane authors^ this un- 
defign^ coincidence^ one of the moft de- 
cifive fcyidences of truths will form a Writ- 
ing argument in favour oif the authenticity 
and accuracy of the Pentateuch. 
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CHAP. II. 

C^OUKT pdP ^HE CJlJiATION. II. PHEJJICIAJT 
^eeOUBTT. Ul. FJPJR-SJAN ACCOUNT. IV.^ 
9;NaaO ACCOUNT. V.CHJNESi: ACCOUNT. 
VJ. TUSjCAlff ACCOUJNT. VIJ. GOTHIC Ai(?- 

couNT, vm. vmaiNiAN account, ix. 

OPINIONS OF THE ANCIENT PHILOSO- 
PHERS ; I. ORPHEUS. 2. PYTHAGORAS. 
3. THALES AND ANAXAGORAS. 4. HESIOp 
5. ARISTOPHANES. X. J^JfOVAH's NAME 
KNOWN TO iTHf; PAGANS. XI. GENERAL 
USE OP -THE SABBATH, ORIGINATING PROM 
TH^ FIRST GRAND WEEK OF THE* CRE- 
ATION. 

IN eiamii^ijjg th^ i ecoifds of ancient ]P^^ 
gan natioasi we xxmG: prepare oi^felves to 
exped: a variety of difficulties, and to en^ 
counter a multitude of dark and iifco-^ 
l^erent traditidns. The adulteration of truth 
with mythological fables, and the muti- 
lated ftate of many primeval narratives, fe- 
verally contribute, though in a manner dia- 
xnetri<rally oppofitc to^ each other, to difFufe 
a great degree of obfcurity over the remains 
of heathen antiquity. In the firft of thefe 
cafes, the fair face of truth is hid like the 

fun 
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SECT, iun behind a cloud ; in the iccond, flic is 
I. Ihorn of her rays, and Ihines with only 

•--^ half her native luftre. The traditions of 

the Pagan world, when viewed from a dif- 
tance, prefent to the imagination a wild 
and fantaftic group of diftorted images^ 
which referable rather the unreftrained ef- 
fufions of romance, than the fbber detail of 
authentic hiftory. A perpetual love of the 
marvellous; an unwillingnefs to relate even 
the moft fimple circumllance, without fome 
degree of exaggeration; and a national va- 
nity, ever defirous of appropriating to a 
particular country, fa6ls which equally con-^ 
cerned all mankind, form the moft ftrik- 
ing charadleriftics of ancient mythology. 
No truth was captivating, unlefs arrayed 
in the gaudy drefs of allegory; nor was 
any allegory interefting, unlefi immediately 
contiedled with the hiftory of each feparate 
nation. Hence, though we meet w^ith 
nearly the fame traditions difFufed over the 
face of the whole earth, yet we find the 
principal a<ftors in them, and the particular 
diftrid: in which the events are faid to 
have taken place, immediately adapted to 
the imaginary annals of every different peo- 
ple^ If we confider thefe feveral mytholo- 
gical narratives, detached from each other, 

they 
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they will convey to us only the idea of ex- chap. 
clisfive locality- We may indeed be occa- 11. 

lionally ftruck with fome partial refem 

blance between them and the Mofaical hif- 
tory ; yet the impreffion will loon be obli- 
terated, when we find, to all appearance, 
that the fa<Ss took place in two totally dif- 
ferent countries. But, if we combine them 
together, fo as to behold at One glance 
their Angular mutual refemblance, and then 
compare the whole with the records con- 
tained in the Pentateuch, this momentary 
iUuiion will fpeedily vanilh ; and we Ihall 
be convinced, that, howev^ each nation 
may have appropriated a circumftance to 
their own peculiar gods, and their own 
peculiar country, it is impoflible for all to 
concur in relating the fame fads, unlefs 
tljple fads had really happened in fome 
remote, period, when all ma^nkind formed, 
as it were, but one great family. Had a 
fingle people only given an acpount of the 
creation fomewhat refembling that of 
Males, or preferved a tradition, that one of 
their ancient kings efcaped from the wa- 
ters of a deluge ; we might then with juf- 
tjce conclude, that the former of thefe co-« 
incidences was merely accidental, and that 
the latter related entirely to a partial inun- 
dation. 
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sECl"/ dation. But when we find, that nearly all 
1, the Pagan cofmogonies bear a ftrong lifiie- 

— — nefs to each other, though different deities 
may be reprefented by different nations as 
con^pleting the work; and, when we meet 
with fome tradition of a deluge in cvcty 
Country, though the perfbn faved from it 
is faid, in thofe various accounts, to have 
reigned in various diflrids widely feparated 
from each other ; we are conftrained to al- 
low, that this general concurrence of belief 
could never have originated from mere ac- 
tident. While the mind is in this fituation. 
Scripture comes forward, ahd offers to it a 
narrative more fimple, better connedted, 
arid bearing a greater refcmblancc to au*- 
thehtic hiflory, than any of thoie mytho- 
logical accounts, which occur in the tradi- 
tions of Paganifm. A conviAion immedi- 
ately flafhes upon the underflanding, that 
this mufl: be the tme hiftory of thofe re* 
markable fa<fts, which other nations have 
handed down to us, only through the me- 
dium of fable and allegory. The univer^ 
fality of flmilitude between Heathen and 
Mofaical antiquities bears down every ob- 
- jeftion, and the authenticity of the Penta- 
teuth is placed upon the fure bafis of un- 
defigned coincidence. 

The 
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The hiftory of the Jewilh Legiflator chap^ 
commences with an account of the ci-e- it. 

ation of the world. This is a fubjed:, that : — 

has perpetually engaged the attention of 
the more inquifitive part of mankind in all 
countries; but in the eaft, the cradle of 
the human race, we find thofe account^ of 
it, which accord moft accurately with the 
page of Scripture. 

I. The inhabitants of Ghaldfea, lohg cfe- i. 
lebrated for their aftronomical bbfervations, count of the 
and deducing their otigih frbitt the itioil^'^*'^ 
remote antiquity, are rioW uttetly txlihft 
as a fepairate people, and iheir kaVniiig has 
in a great meafure perifhed with theta. 
Some remains however of their f6p.timehts 
refpe<9ting the creation of the World ai'fe 
preferved in the page of SyneclMs frohi 
Alexander Polyhiftor. Whatever know- 
ledge they had of this event, they afcribfe 
to the teaching of ah am^hiWous monft6!r, 
denominated Oannes. Lik« the emble- 
ttiaticai deity fo cortimon througho^it Aii^, 
fris form, conlifted of the. body t)f a 'm&ti^ 
terminating in the tail of a fifli. By da^ 
he afcended from the waters of the Rtd 
Sea, and conveyed his ihftru^ioiis in a hu- 
man voice to the affernbled tnultitudes : 

but 



Digitized by 



Google 



i% 



HORiE MOSAIC^i 



SECT, but at night. he retired ftorp the land> and 
I. concealed himfelf within the receffes of the 

ocean. 

-^ 

Oannes taught his auditors, that there 
was a time, jsvhen all things were darknels 
and water, in the midft of which various 
,monfters of horrible forms received life and 
light. Over this chaotic mafs prefided the ' 
" demon Omoroca, a mythological perfonifi- 
cation of the ocean. At length arrived the 
deftined hour of creation. The monfter 
Omoroca fell fubdued beneath the vi6lo- 
rious arm of Belus ; the animals which 
compofed her empire were annihilated ; and 
the world was formed dut of her fubftance. 
Oani\es however taught, that this phyfio- 
logical defcription was to be taken inerely 
in an allegorical fenfe, and that the whole 
fable alluded to the aqueous origin of the 
univerfe. Matter having been thus cre- 
ated, Belus divided the darknefs from the 
light, feparated the earth from the heavens, 
difpofcd the world in order, and called the 
ftarry hoft into exiftencc. As for the hu- 
man ipecies, it was formed, ty other infe- 
rior deities, out of the dull of the earth, 
and the water of the ocean peribnified 
under the mythological charafter of Omo- 

^ roca. 
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roca. Hence man was endowed with in- chap. 
telledt, and became a partaker of the di- ii» 
Tine rcafon*. 



Such are the principal outlines of the 
iyftem of the ancient Chaldeans ; but ibme 
degree of obfcurity is thrown over it by 
the aflertion of SynccUus, that Omoroca 
fignifies alfb the moon — Of^opcozu* bivcu S$ 

This difficulty however will vanilh upon a 
more attentive inquiry into the mytholo- 
gical opinions of the ancients ; and the 
fiippofed connexion between that planet 
and the watery element will tend to prove, 
that, amidft all the darknefs of allegory, 
the aqueous origin of the univerfe is alone 
to be underftood. In the language of abo- 
riginal Greece, Mouuy according to Eufta- 
thius, is equivalent to Mother; and the 
deep gloom of night is ftylcd by Proclus^ 
the fupreme parent {M»i(t) of the Gods. 
If from Greece we extend our refearches 
into Affyria and Egypt, we ihall find, that 
the former of thefe nations defignates the 

Syncblli Chronog. p. 2p. 

TOL. I. D clc- 
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,SECT, element of water by the very fame appel* 
I* lation of Maia ^{^2, and the latter by the 

-^ cognate term of Mo, The reafon appears 

to be, betaufe they efteemed water the 
principle, from which all other things were 
derived. 'Nor is this fiippolition devoid of 
claffical authority. Plutarch, in his treatife 
upon Ifis and Ofiris, declares, that the 
moon was called Muth by the Egyptians, 
becaufe it was conceived to be the parent 
of the earth : and, in a fimilar manner, 
Jamblicus, in his bobk^ concerning the E- 
gyptian myfteries, afferts, that by the word 
Muth the Phenicians underftood the cha- 
otic maf$ of earth and water, out of which 
all other things were Hibfequently pro-^ 
duced*'. 

Hence it appears, that, from the fup- 
pofed aqueous nature of the moon, the an- 
cient^^ythologifts were accuftomed to ap- 
ply the fame term indifferently both to 
that planet, and to the water of the cha- 
# otic abyfs ; and equally to confider each of 
them as the origin of the univerfe. Even- 
^ after the commencement of the Chriftian 

^ See Baxter's 2d, philolog. fetter; Archaologia^ v6L i. 

iera. 



Digitized by 



Google 



HORiE MOSAICS. 35 

era, the perfiiaiion that the moon was a chap. 
fphere of water ftill remained prevalent in !!• 

the E^ft ; and a lunar purification of fouls — 

formed one of the moft prominent features 
of the Manichean herefy*^. 

With rpgard to this cofmogony of the 
Chaldeans, it is worthy of obfervation, that 
allegory is avowedly introduced into it> a 
circumftance equally ferving to confirm 
the hypothefis which has been adopted^, 
and to a6l: as a guide in future refearches 
•of a fimilar nature. The watery element 

^ Theodor. Haerct. Fab. fe£l. i. c. 26. and Modielm's Ec* 
clef. Hift. vol. i. p. 300. Shakefpeare, who has clofely co- 
pied the fuperftitions of our , Grothic anceftors, though ia 
fome cafes he has blended them with claflical mythology, 
may perhaps have derived, from this ancient opinion, the 
idea contained in the following lines : 

" Upon the corner of the moon, 

*' There haQgs a vaporous drop profound } 

** 1*11 catch it ere it come to ground.'' 

Macbeth, A. iii. Sc. 5. 
That the Scandinavians werei originally an Afiatic people 
feems to be indifputable j and that they migrated from the 
confines of Perfia, is rendered probable, by the circumftance 
of the Germans being enumerated by Herodotus among the 
tribes of the Perfians. Through this channel the original 
Afiatic tenet may perhaps have been conveyed into the 
weftero world. Mr. Bryant however affigns a different rea- 
fon for the prevalent belief in the aqueous natute of the 
moon. Sec Anal. v. ii. p» 397. 

D 2i is 
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SECT, is cxptefsly declared tb be lymbolized tin- 
I. der the imaginary charaaer of a gigantic 

• ^ demon ; which, being fevered into two 

parts, became the origin and principle of 
all things. Nearly fimilar to this is the 
dodrine of Mofes, excepting only that it is 
free from allegorical obfcurity, and ex-^ 
preffed in the unadorned language of pro- 
faic narration. While the chaotic mafs 
was yet in a ftate of confufion, a thick 
darknefs difFufed itfclf over the face lof 
the abyfs: but in due time God fevered 
the waters from the waters, and placed 
between them an expanfe denominated 
heaven. Thus it is manifeft, that the Pa- 
gan mythologifts were accuftoraed to veil 
the fimplicity of hiftorical truth in the 
gaudy drefs of allegory, and to reprelent 
the feveral parts of inanimate creation 
under the more poetical character of living 
agents. Provided this mode of interpre- 
tation be ufed, no finall degree of light 
will be thrown upon various fables, which 
muft otherwife have lain involved in im- 
penetrable obfcurity. Unlefs the early re- 
cords o£' the Heathen world be divefted of 
their glittering exterior, and a numerous 
hoft of imaginary beings be chafed from 
the fairy land of tradition j the mythology 
: of 
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of the ancients, like an enchanted foreft of chap. 
romance, will defy every attempt to pene- ii. 

trate within its dark receffes. But when r-^ 

once the fpell is broken, a thoufand light 
and fantaftic forms will vanilh^ from our 
fight; the whole myfterious deluffion will 
melt into unfubftantial air ; and the naked 
fimplicity of truth will alone remain, 

IL The cofmogony of the Phenicians ii. 
affords an additional proof of the truth of^ccwnu^ 
thefe obfervations, and is a ftriking in- 
ftance of the propenfity of the ancients to 
allegory and perfonification. Abftrad: ideas, 
as well as material fubftances, are elevated 
into the rank of deities; and the beaten 
track of hiftory is quitted for the wild 
paths of poetical imagery- According to 
the Phenician fyflem, the principle of the 
. univcrfe was a dark air, and a turbulent 
evening chaos i an opinion not very diffi- 
milar to that contained in the exordiuni of 
Geiiefis. We ther^ read, that the earth 
was without form and void ; that darknefs 
was difFufed upon th^ furface 6f the abyfs ; 
and that the Spirit of Grod hovered over 
the face of the waters. Sanchoniatho af- 
terwards afcribes to material operation the 
origin of that, which may be denominated 
P 3 the 
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.SECT, the will or defire of God, when in his great 
I. wifdom he 'thought fit to creatq the world 

■ out of nothing. From this perfonification 

of divine love a chaotic mixture was pro- 
duced, ?md within it were compfeh^nded 
the rudiments of all things.^ Then, ap-^ 
peared the fun/the moon, and the radiant 
hoft of heaven* Afterv^ards the fifties of 
the fea, and the whole brute creation felt ' 
the impulfe of animal life* - And laftly, 
two mortals were formed, the progenitors 
of all mankind. It . is remarkable, that 
thefe two are faid to have derived their 
origin from Colpias,- and his confort £aau# 
The firft of thefe terms, as Bochart juftly 
remarks, appears manifeftly to be a com- 
pofition of three Hebrew words, fignifying> 
"T&e voice of the mouth of Jehovah \ and in 
thp latter we as naturally trace the fcrip* 
tural inn Bahu, one of the Mofaical appel- 
lations of the chaptic mafs"^. 



in.' III. Frorn this account of the Chaldee 

jJpjrfjaj^ SIC" 

count. and Phenici^n cofrapgoaies, it will be no 

^ Cumberland's Sanchoniatho, p. i, and 25. Bochart 
indeed would here read Baaut, inllead of Baau, tranilatlng 
it nigbl'. but fuch an alteration appears to be needlefs, 
fince the word Baau is io eafily refolved intoHhe Hebrew 
radical, Boch. Geog. Sacr. p. 706. 

unna- 
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unnatural tranfition to proceed to that of chap. 
Perfia, a nation, which, in many refpedis, . n. 

appears to have long preferved a mucli( ^ 

purer form.of worfhip than its neighbours. 
According to their fyftem, God created 
the world, not indeed in fix. days, but, 
what is very fimilar to it,, at fix xiifFerent 
times. Each of theie times comprehended 
a confid^rable number, of days, though not 
an equal one; yet, in the.fum total, the 
fix times amounted exad:ly to a whole 
year. During the period of the firft, were 
created the heavens ; during that of the 
fecoad, the w;aters. The third was allotted 
to the produftion of the earth ; the fourth 
to the formation of trees and plants; and 
during the fifth, the various tribes of ani-^ 
mals received their exiftence. The fixth 
fpace of time, in exad: cqnformity with the; 
fixth day of the Mofaical eofmogony, was 
devoted folely to the creation of man. 

A confidcrable part of the ancient Per-. 
fians believed, agreeably to the fcriptural 
hiftory, that Adam and Eve were the ori-, 
ginal parents of the human race, though 
others aflSgned different names to the firfl 
created pair. The coincidence however of 
the whole account with that of Scriptuye, 
D 4 'is 
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SECT, is peculiarly accurate, from whatever iburce 
I. it may have been derived^ Should it even 

be afferted, that the Perfian Prophet Ze- 

raduflit borrowed his fyftem from that of 
Mofes, it will ferve at leaft to fliew both 
the high antiquity of the iacred docu- 
ments, and the uncommon degree of vene- 
ration, in which they were held. The 
pride of a Perfian lawgiver would not have 
fuffered him to borrow from any defpifed 
or obfcure original ^ and a great degree of 
previous credit could alone have fecured 
to the exordium of the Pentateuch the 
praife and the imitation of Zeraduflit*^. 

IV. IV. Quitting the realms of Pcrfia, let 

counr ^^ us next advance into the wide extended 
empire of Hindoftan. Tradition, in this 
country, feems to have been early trans- 
mitted to writing ; and it is natural there- 
fore to exped:, that it will Only have fuf- . 
fered a partial corruption. The Inftitutes 
of Menu are fiippofed, by a great Orien- 
talifl:^ to have been compoled no lefs than 
1^80 years before the Chriftian era; con- 
fequently, the Author of them mufl: have 
fiourilhed, not very long after the days of 

« Hyde, de Rel. Vet. Perf. p. 162, and i6i. 
5 Sir. W. Jones, in Pref, to Inftr of Menu. 

Mofcs, 



Digitized by 



Google 



BORIS, MOSAICiE. 4t 

Mofes, This Hindoo trad commences witih chap* 
the following account of the creation. ii. 

** Menu fat reclined, with his attention 
'* fixed on one olgeft, die fiipreme God ; 
^^ when tilie divine fages approached him; 
'^ and after mutual ialutations, in due 
*^ form, delivered the. following addrefs : 
" Deign, fovereign Ruler, to apprize us of 
'^ the facred laws in their order ; for thou, 
*' Lord, and thou only among mortals, 
" knoweft the true fenfe, the firft prin- 
^' ciple, and the prcfcribed ceremonies, of 
" this univerfaly iupematural Veda ; unli- 
^* mited in extent, and unequalled in au- 
'' thority. 

" He, Whofe powers were mealurelefs, 
'^ being thus rcquefted by the great fages^ 
** faluted them all with reverence, and 
** gave them a comprehenfive anfwer, fay- 
" ing. Be it beard ! 

" This univerfe exifted only in the firft 
** Divine idea, yet unexpanded, as if in- 
'^ volved in darkncfs, imperceptible, unde- 
'^ finable, undifcoverable by reaibn, and 
'^ undifcovered by revelation. Then the 
" fole felf-exifting power, himfelf undif^ 
% *' cerned, 
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SECT. ^ Corned, but making this world difcemr 
u *^ ible, Appeared with undiminilljed glory^ 

?" ^ ■ " ^^ difpelling the gloom. ^ He, whom the 
<^ mind algiie cw perceive, whofe eflcnce 
** eludes the external organs, who has no 
*^ vifiblc parts, who exifts firom eternity> 
*' even hei the foul of all beings, whom 
'' no being can comprehend, Ihon^ forth 
^* in perfon. 

*' He, having willed to produce various 
- '^ beings from his own divine fubftance, 
^^ firft, with a thought> created the waters^ . 
^' and placed in them a produftive feed ; 
*^ the feed became an egg, bright as gold, 
** blazing like the luminary, with a thbu- 
'^ fand beams ; and in that egg he was 
.^' born himfelf, in the form of Brahma, 
*^ the great forefather of all fpirits. The 
.^' waters are called nara, becaufe they were 
^' the production of Nara, or the Spirit of 
*' God; and, fince they were his firft ^- 
*' and, ' or place of motion, he is thence 
^* Ramed Narayana, or, moving on the 
*^ waters* 



^ Similar to this is the language of the officiating Brah- 
men in the beginning of the Prologue to Sacontala 5 " Water, 
** fays he, was the firft work of the Creator." 

'* Froip 
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' *^ From that which is the firft caufe, .chaf. 

" not the obje<9: of ienfe, exifting every ji. 

" where in fubftahce, not exifting to otir - 

" perception, without beginning or end, 

" was produced the divine malb, famed . 

*Vin all w^orlds under the appellation, of 

" Brahma. In that egg the great .power 

'^ fat inaiftive a whole year of the Creator, 

" at the clofe of which, by his thought 

" alone, he caufed the egg to dividi itfelf. 

" And from its two divifions he framed 

'^ the heaven above, and the earth be- 

'' ncath ; in the midft, he placed the fub- 

*' tie ether, the eight regions, and. the per* 

*^ manent receptacle of waters. From the 

" fupreme foul he drew forth mind, exift- 

" ing fubftantially, though unperceived by 

" fenie, immaterial ; and before mind, or 

" the reafoning power, he produced con- 

" fcioufnefs, the internal monitor, the ruler. 

'* Thus having at once pervaded, with 
" emanations from the fupreme Spirit, the 
" minuteft portions of fix principles, im- 
" menfely operative, confcioufnefs, and the 
" five perceptions, he framed all creatures 
" — He, too, firft afligned to all creatures 
*^ diftindl names, diftind: afts, and diftinfik 
" occupations — He, the fupreme Ruler, 

^* created 



Digitized by 



Google 



ti 



44 HORiE MOSAICS, 

SECT. *^ created an affcmblagc of inferior deifies, 

I. *^ with divine attributes, and pure fouls ; 

^ " and a number of genii, exquifiteiy deli- 

'* catc ; and he prefaibed the facrifice or- 

*' dained from the beginning — He gave 

^* being to time, and the divifions of time, 

*' to the ftars alfo,, and to the planets, to 

*' rivers, oceans, and mountains ; to level 

*^ plains, and uneven valleys — for he willed 

" the exigence of all thofe created things. 

For the lake of ^ftinguilhing adions, he 

made a total difference between right 

*' and wrong, and enured thefe fentient 

" creatures to pleafure and pain, cold and 

" heat, and other oppolite pairs — He,whofe, 

^' powers are incompreheniible, having thus 

** created both me and this univcrfe, was 

*' again abforbed in the liipreme Spirit, 

'^ changing the time of energy for the time 

'^ofrepofeV , 

It is almoft fuperfluous to enter into a 
formal comparifon of the preceding cofmo- 
gpny with that of Mofes. The refem- 
blance indeed is far from being perfeftly 
accurate, but in many points it is remark- 
ably ftriking. The felf-exiftent Being cre- 
ates the world, not by an immediate ex- 

^ Inftitutes of Menu, p. r. 

ertion 
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ertion of his own power, but by the inter- chap* 
Vention of a divine emanation from his 11. • 

pcrfon. Similar to this is the doftrine of 

the Chaldee paraphrafts, refpefting the 
Mimra^ or Word of God, upon whom the 
work of creation was devolved by the Fa-- 
ther. David fpeaks to the lame cfFeft iri 
the thirty-third Pfalm j '' By the Word of 
^' the Lord were the heavens made ;" and/ 
under the Chriftian difpenfation, Chrift is 
declared to be the Creator of all things. 
** In the beginning was the Word, and the 
*' Word was with God, and the Word 
** was God. The fame was in the begin- 
*' ning with God* All things were made 
*^ by him ; and without him was not any 
" thing made that was made'.'* Thus alfo 
St. Paul affirms our Lord to be '* the 
*^ image of the invifible God, the firft born 
*^ of every creature : for by him were all 
** things created that are in heaven, and 
" that arc in earth, vifible and invifible, 
'^ whether they be thrones, or dominions, 
" or principalities, or powers ; all things 
*' were created by him and for him : and 
" he is before all things, and by him all 
" things confift^.*' According to the Hin- 
doos, the waters were firft called into ex- 

[ John'i. u * Coloff" i. 15. 

iftence'; 
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SECT* iftetice ; and the Deity, in a manner iimi- 
1. lar to the Mofaical account, is reprefented 

■' . ■ ■ as hovering over the face of the vaft abyls. 
At length, after the various works of the 
creation were finiihcd, " He, whole powers 
♦^ are incomprehenfible, is faid to be again 
** abforbed in the iiipreme Spirit, changing 
** the time of energy for the time of re- 
^* pdfe,'* In exad: conformity with thefe 
fentiments of the Hindoos, we are in- 
formed by the Author of the Pentateuch, 
that God '^ refted on the feventh day from 
" all his work, which he had made," and 
confecrated it, in a peculiar manner, for 
the offices of religion. Even the very names 
of Adam and Eve are jftill extant in the 
ancient records of Hindoftan, and may be 
clearly traced in the Sanfcredt words Adi- 
ma and Iva^ 



v. V. The neighbouring empire of China; 

coum. "fimilar to that of Hindoftan in its ftudious 

feclufion froni the reft of the world, and 



^ " The pofterlty of Adima, or Adlm, (for the letter A in 
" this name has exa£lly the found of the French E in the 
** word fame) through Ultanapada, is as follows : i. AHim 
*' and Iva. Iva founds exa6lly like Eve, pronounced as a 
" diflyllabie, E-ve, &c/--,Wilfokd on the Chronol. of the 
Hindus. Afiat. Ref. voL v. 

equal- 
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equalling it in its claims to an almoft un- chap. 
fathomable antiquity, next demands our ii. 
attention. The account of the creation, . ' ■: 
according to the ancient traditions of this 
people, does not indeed defccnd to the mi- 
nute particularities of the preceding one, 
but is nevertheleis little inferior to it in 
point of accuracy. It is faid, that they 
call the firft of men Puoncu, and believe 
that he was born out of chaos, the allego- 
rical mundane egg of oriental mythology. 
From the Ihell of this egg, in the deep 
gloom of night, were formed the heavens ; 
from the white of it, the atmofphere ; 
and from its yolk, the eirth. The order 
of creation was however as follows ; the 
heavens were firft made ; the foundations 
of the earth were next laid ; the atmof- 
phere was then diffufed round the habi- 
table globe ; and laft of all man Was ere* 
ated"*. . 



ra " Porro primum hominem, quern agnofcunt Sitiae, Pu- 
** oncuum nominant. Eura dicunt c Chao tanquam ex ovo 
'' natuniy cujus teflam feu corticem in ccelum^ albumen in 
" aerem, vitellum in terram abiifle, idque media no6le.— 
*' Primo tamen loco ccelos perfe6lo9 -, ftabilitam deinde ter-^ 
*' T2itn, turn fpiritus^ poflremo homines extitilTe." Martini i 
Hift. Sin. p. 13. 

i Let 
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J5ECT* Let US now once more turn our at- 
1^ tention to the coiinogony of Scripture, and 
we Ihall find that Mofes, in a manner 
ftriftly conformable to the iyftem of the 
Chinefe, defcribes a chaos as being the ori- 
ginal produAion of Grod's creative power ; 
and relates^ that the heavens were framed 
previoufly to the earth, man being the 
laft of all the works of the Deity. Ac- 
cording to the Chinefe, night was the fea- 
fon in which the creation took place ; ac- 
cording to the Pentateuch> darknefs was 
upon the face of the deep: and, in the 
Mofaical cofmogony, time is calculated, 
not by mornings and evenings, but by 
evenings and mornings. 

With regard to the awfvJ Being., from 

* >v'hom all things derived their cxiftencc, 

the Chinefe aifert, that *' the grand Unity 

*^ comprehends Three; that One is Three, 

*^ and Three are One. Tao, fay they, is 

life ; the Firft begot the Second ; from 

thofe Two proceeded the Third ; and 

*^ by the united Three were all things cre- 

** ated". He, whom the eye cannot fee, 

" Du Halde*s China, vol. iii. p«, 30. 

''and 
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'* and who can be difccmed by intellcft chap^ 
" alone, is denominated Y." Hiuchin ex- ii. 
plains the meaning of this charader in the — ^ — 
following words- " In the beginning, Rea- 
" fon (the Logos of Philo and the Scrip- 
'' tures) fubfifted in the Unity. This Rea- 
" fon created and divided the heaven and 
" the earth, and harmonized and pcrfeded 
'' all things^" 

VI. It has been already obferved, that vi. 
the Perfians believed the .world to haveco^umr 
been created at fix different times : the 
fame remark may alifo be made upon the 
cofmogony of the ancient Etrurians, We 
are informed by Suidas, that a fage of that - 
nation wrote a hiftory, in which it is faid, 
that God created the univetfe in fix thou*- 
fand years, and appointed the fame period 
, of time to be the extent of its duration. 
In the firft millenary, he made the heaven 
and the earth; in the fecond, the vifible 
firmament; in the third, the lea, and all 
the waters that are in the earth ; in the 
fourth, the fun, the moon, and the flars ; 
in the fifth, every living foul of birds, rep- 

° Memolres Chinois; cited by Bryant in his Philo Ju- 
daeus, p. 287. 

VOL. I. £ tiles. 
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skECx; tiles, and quadrupeds, which have thfeir 
I. abode cither in the^air, on the land, or in 

■ ■ the waters ; and laftly, in the fixth, man 

alone. It appears therefore, that, accord- 
ing to the fyfteni of the Etrurians, five 
millenaries preceded the formation of man, 
to which the whole of the fixth was de- 
voted, and that the remaining period com- 
prehends the whole duration of the himian 
race. So that the age of the world, from 
its commencement to its termination, will 
amount precifely to twelve thoufand years K 

VII. VIL In the traditions even of our Go- 
Gothic ac- 
count, thic anceftors, blended as they are with 

the rfioft extravagant fidlions, fome re- 
mains of the truth are ftill difcoverable. 
They appear to have fuppofed, that the 
original a<ft of creation took place previous 
to the era of the firft parents of mankind, 
and that it was fiiccceded by the waters of 
a deluge. It may not perhaps be very 
difficult to reconcile this with the Mo- 
faical account, if the procefs of renovation 
after the flood refembled that of the firft 
creation of the world ; an hypothefis, which 

SuiD^ Lexic. vox Tvqfnna^ 

has 
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has been urgc4 with fome degree of pro- chap. 
bability''. In that cafe, the new world 11. 
might riot improperly be ftyled a new ere- — -— 
ation;'and the ancient Goths, polTeffing 
only a confufed tradition of the antedilu- 
vian ages, might deduce their immediate 
defcent rather from Noah, than fk)m Adam. 

'^ At the beginning of time (according 
*' to a poem cited in the Edda), when no- 
^* thing was yet formed, neither fliore, nor 
'^ fca, nor foundations beneath ; when the 
'^ earth was no where to be found below, 
*' nor the heaven above: all was one vaft 
" abyfs without plant or verdure^ — ^That 
" part of it which lies towards the north, 
" was filled with a mals of gelid vapours 
*' and ice ; while its interior was replete 
'* with whirlwinds and tempefts. Diredly • 
*^ oppofite to it, rofe the fouthem fide of 
" the abyfs, formed of the lightnings and 
*' fparks which flow from the world of 
^^ fire — As to that part which lay between 
" thefe two extremes, it was light and fe- 
" rene, like the air in a calm. A breath [ 

" of heat then fpreading itfelf over the ge- 
" lid viq)ours, they melted into drops ; and 
*^ of thefe drops was formed a man, by 

^ See Catcott on the Deluge, 

E z '' the 
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SECT. '' the power of him who governed. This 

I. ^* man was named Ymer — from hifn aire 

■ " defcended all the families of the giantis/' 

A narrative is next given of the creation 
of a perlbn/whofe pi'ototype feems to have 
• been the fcriptural Adam. From him was 
defcended a patriarch, to whom were bom 
three fons. Between this race and ^ that 
of the giants an inceiEint warfare was car- 
ried, on, which at length terminated in the 
death of Ymer, That event produced a 
deluge,' in which all the families of the 
giants periflied; excepting one, who laved 
himfelf in his bark. The whole of his 
houfehold efcaped at the fame time, and 
by him was preferved the race of the gi- 
ants. At this period, according to the Go- 
thic mythology; the fecond creation took 
place, an event feemingly allufive to the 
renovation of the world after the waters 
of the deluge ; the three vicftorious fons of 
the Patriarch were elevated to the rank of 
deities r:^and the earth was repeopled w*ith 
a new race of inhabitants, differing, in 
point of origin, from their predecefTors. 
The bright luminaries of heaven now be- 
gan to ihine, and every flar " had its af- 
" figned refidence. Hence the days were 

^^dif- 
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^^ diftinguifhed, and the years reduced to chap. 
" calculation. For this reafbn it is faid, jr. 
" in the poem of Volufpa, Formerly the ' 

" fun knew not ■ its place, the moon was 
" ignorant of its powers, and the ftars 
" knew not the ftations they were to oc- 
" cupy . 

In this cofmogony, the chaos, from which 
the world was originally formed, is accu- 
rately defcribed; and the oppofition, dur- 
ing the antediluvian ages, between the de- 
fendants of Seth and the children of Cain, 
feems to be alluded to in the contefts be- 
tween the Ions of Bore, and the giants. 
Whether in this Gothic deity, and his tri- 
ple offspring, the Patriarch Noah and his 
progeny be dfefcribed, it may perhaps be 
prefumptuous to determine. The two ac- 
counts disagree indeed in various refped:s, 
yet there are certainly many, points of re- 
femblance between them; fuch as, their 
enmity with the race of the giants, their 
coincidence in number, and the circum- 
ftancc of a deluge taking place at the re- 
fpeftive eras in which they are faid to have 
lived. . In detailing the opinions of pur 
Gothic anceftors, fyftematical regularity has 

^ » Edda, Fab. i,- 2, 3, 4, and j. 

E 3 been 
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SECT, been in Ibmc meaiure violated, as it would 
I. have been difficult, if not impoffible, to 

■■ ieparate their accounts of the creation and 

of the deluge. A great degree of confti- 
fion pervades the whole narrative contained 
in the Edda, from their having blended 
together thofe two important events. Per- 
feft coniiftency, indeed, is alone to be ex- 
pelled from the deciiions of perfeft truth ; 
and perfedl truth can only be found in the 
word of God ^ 

' * I have omitted noticing the cofmogony of the ancienjb 
Egyptians, as the obfcure account of it which is given by 
Diodorus Siculus appears to have but very little coincidence 
with that of Moies. The following paffage however will 
ferve to ihew, that they were not entirely ignorant of that 
thick darknefs which involved the original chaotic abyis* 
" Damafcius having inquired, wsf^ rps ^t^wtu? «^x^?, about 
'* what was the firft frinctpJe in the world, gives this as an 
*^ ancient Egyptian dodlrine — ^^«AXo» h xat o? Aiyt;wl*oi a/^lov 
'^ ctfVfAtfiHata*, ZxoTo; ya^ wyvofrof avm» vtofjMxaert, Tp»$ xai^ vtil^ 
'* ewt^^i^orrn. The Egyptians have chojen to celebrate thejirjl 
" cauje as unjpeakabk. They accordingly Jiyle it, darknefs un- 
'' known, and mention it with a threefold acclamation. Again, 
" tfTo yiiv ita% Avymflwi <rfcoTO< aywro* ix«Xtfy, <rMro9 vvt^ fojiav 
" fBoaeuf. In this manner the Egyptians fiyled the firft principle 
*' an inconceivable darknefs : night and darknefs pqft all ima^ 
^* ginatim. This is perfectly confonant to paffages from the 
" fame Author, quoted by the very learned Cud^jrorth — ^'h 
" fAiy fua rcn o>m» »fx^ axoroi aywrot vfAtSfjum. >u t. ^. There 
" is one origin of all things, celebrated by the name of unknown 
" Cincomprehenftble) darknefs. Again, U^u'n^f a^x^t c-::olof vvt^ 
'^ vetarav youo-**' ffKojoq aywrpK They hold, that thefirfl begin* 

" ning. 
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VIIL From the limits of the eaftem chap. 
continent, let us now take our flight over ii. 



the wide world of waters to the diftant 

VIII 

iliores of America, and even there we fliall Virginian 
meet with fome obfcure traces of primeval *^'^^"**'' 
tradition. It is faid by Hariot, that the 
Virginians fuppofe the world to have been 
made by one fupreme Being, but that the 
immediate aft of creation was devolved by 
him upon other fecondary deities. Per- 
fectly according with' the traditions of 
nearly, every nation upon the face of the 
earth, and accurately coinciding with the 
cofmogony of Mofes, they believe water to 
have been firft produced, and afterwards 
to have been ufed as the principle, out of 
which all other things were formed ^ The 
opinion indeed, that fome myfterious ema- 
nation from the Almighty called the world 
into exiftence^ and that water was the ori- 
gin of every creature, whether animate or 
inanimate," appears to have been very ge- 
nerally diffufed through almofl: every quar- 
ter of the globe. Some proofs of this have 
already been adduced, and others yet re- 

'* ningf or caufe of things, 'cvas darhrufs beyond all conception j 
'* an unknown darknejs" Bryant's Egypt, p. 170. 
• Purch. Pilgrimage, b. viii. c. 6. 

E 4 main, 
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SECT, main, which equally merit the attention of 
I. the mythplogift. 



IX, IX. Several of the ancient Philolbphcrs, 

the and^nf from whatever fources they drew their in- 
phcrs?^ formation, coincide with Mofes in their 
notions relpeAing the origin of the world. 



Orpheus. 



I . Orpheus, both from the remote an- 
tiquity of the period in which he is faid to 
have flourilhed, and from the more accu- 
rate refemblance of his fyftem to that of 
the Hebrew Legiflator, firft deferves our 
notice". In the fecond of hia Hymns, he 
invokes Night, qr Darknefs, as the parent 
both of gods and men, and as thei origin of 
all things; worlhipped by mortals under 
the mythological name of Venus, a name 
probably intended to convey the idea of 
creative love^. He appears alfo to have 



" I mean not to alTert, that Orpheus was aftually the Au- 
thor of the poems afcribed to him ; for that point is fome- 
what dubious : but it may not be improper to obferve, that 
the argument will remain equally ftrong, whether they be 
the compofition of Orpheus, or of any other ancient Greek 
mythologift. 

* NvxTOB Btu9 yiVBTBtfCLf ««o-Oft«» n^ xon av^^U9. 

Hymn. ii. 

Thus 
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fuppofed, that the world was created by chap. 
the agency of an emanation from the 11. 

Deity, whom, he ftyles '' The Firft Born, 

" the Parent both of gods and men ;" co- 
inciding, in this reipecft, both with the > 
Jewilb, the Chriftian, and the Hindoo fyf- 
tems. The Firft Born is further faid, Ukp 
the oriental Brahma,' to have fprung from 
the mundane egg, previous to his com- 
mencing the work of creation. 

It is worthy of notice, that this myfte- 
rious perfbnage is addrefled by Orpheus, in 
the foUovv/ing remarkable terms ; 

IlfWToyovok xaXfeo ^t^on, fAsyAVy aiS'fj OTrXayxJov, 
Xloysvu, ^^vcsxtiTiv ccyccXXoixsvov •crlsfuyfcro-ii/^ , 

Hymn, v. 
If it be. not too prefumptuous to' hazard 
fuch a conjecture, it is poffible, that under 
the term Siipvn], which commentators do 
not account for very fatisfadlorily, may be 
conveyed fome imperfed knowledge of the 
double nature, divine and human, of our 
blefled Lord, the true Logos, and fole cre- 
ator of the univerfe. The notion, fo fami- 
liar to the Pagan world, efpecially to the 

Thus we read in the Mofaical cofmogony, " darknefs was 
*' upon the face of the deep.'* r 

Hin- 
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SECT. Hindoos, of an incarnate deity, may per- 
I. haps have been derived from a mutilated 

tradition of that myfterious article of our 

faith, by which alone we hope . to obtain 
falvation, and which appears to have been 
aftually revealed to our firft parents^. With 
regard to the expreffions, ruvpoCoav, and 
jfovcrBxiCiv uyuXXofjtBvov TFTt^vyBcro'iv, they may 
perhaps have originated from the well 
known cherubic emblems, which had been 
difplayed to mankind long sbefore the pro- 
mulgation of the Jewilh Law ^. One can- 
not however avoid being ftruck with the 
refemblance of the latter of thefe epithets, 
*' exulting in his golden wings," to the 
fcriptural' DflmO, beautifully as well as 
juftly paraphrafed by Miltori, " dove like 
" fat brooding*." 

Juftin Martyr has preferved an oath of 
Orpheus, which merits fome degrefe of no- 
tice. "I adjure thee, the heaven, the 
'^ work of the great and wife God ; I ad- 
<^ jure thee, the Foice of the t^'ather, which 
'^ he firft uttered, when by his wifdom he 

y Gen. lii. i^. ^ 

« Gen. iii. 24. See Parkhurft's Heb. Lex. vox y^^. 

• See Parkhudl*s Heb. Lex. vox. «]mv 

^< laid 
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^' laid the foundations of the whole world/' chap. 
The word Foice is affcrtcd by Juftin Mafr 11. 

tyr to be equivalent to Logos. " In this — ^ 

'i paflage," fays he, *' Orpheus ftyles the 
'* Logos, Foice, for the fake of poetical 
'^ metre, as is manifeft from what occurs 
^* a little above, where, when the metre 
" allowed him to do fo, he denominates 
" this very perfonage. Logos, as for in- 
'' fiance, 
" Looking towards the divine Logos^ reverence him ^Z* 

Some perfbns have fuppofed, that Orpheus 
entertained an idea^ fimilar to that of the -^ 
ancient Etrurians, concerning the duration 
of the prefent order of things ; and wljich, 
though I know not how it originated, is 
familiar to the Chriftian world ; ' namely, 
that from the era of the creation, to the 
final diflblution of the univerfe, a period of 
fix thoufand years will elapfe. " In the 
"fixth generation,*' fays Orpheus, *' ceafe 

'H»m» xoafMv atTretrret f«K r^p»|aTo jStf^aK* * 

Hanc at^r Juftinus intcrpretatur ^oyor. 'Enuv^ci, ait, rop 
Xoyo» uv^9 h» T© «ro»i}Ttwr otofMt^u /xfTfoi-' or* h T»$ cvrvg f;^ii, 
uvo T» fjMtfu -wgocSiF, T« ftiTg*? ovy^^Hrr^q m^vtu, T^vyof atnop 

Oaph. Op, Edit, Gefncr, p. 3^4- 

*' the 
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SECT, "the harmony of fong"^." It is perhaps, 
I. however, too bold to deduce fuch fenti- 
ments from fo obfcure a paiTage. 

. From thefe detached fragments, the opi- 
nion of Orpheus, refpeding the creation of 
the world, may imperfeftly be gathered ? 
but Cedrenus has preferved a more me- 
thodical and better detailed account of 
the fyftem of that ancient Writer. '' In 
^^ the beginning, according to the doftrine 
'^ of Orpheus, was created the ether. Chaos* 
*' and gloomy night the firft of all things, 
'^ enveloped it on every fide, and occa- 
" iioned an univerfal obfcurity, Never- 
*^ thelefs, there was a Beingi incompre- 
" henfible, liipreme, and pre-exlfting ; the 
'^ Creator of all things, as well of the ether 
*' itfelf, as of whatfoever is under the ether. 
^^ The earth w'as hitherto invifible on ac- 
" count of the darknefs^ till the light, 
" burftlng through the ether, illuminated 
" the whole creation. That light ^was the 
^^ Being before mentioned, even he that is 

I * EitJj) ^ t9 yttttt (fiictt Offtvs) itaravava-ult km}jlo9 aoi^jjc^— , 

Severior Neander in Theognidem, putat Orphea hunc vcr- 

fum pofuiffe, de nobilibus illis vi millenorum annommaeta- 

♦ tibus, de quibus Judaei^ et ex his Chriftiani. Orph. Op. ed. 

Gefner^p. 379. . 

' '^ above 
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*^ above all things. His name is Wifdom, chap* 

^^ Light, and Life ; but thefe three powers ' ii. 

f^ are one' power, the ftrcngth of which is ; 

^^ the iuvifible, the incompreheniible God, 

" From this power all things were pro- 

^' duced, incorporeal principles, the lun, 

'^ the moon, their influences, the ftars, the 

*' land, and the fca ; together with all 

" things in thcBii, whether they be vifible, 

^^ or 'whether they be invifiblc. The hu- 

'' man race was formed by an immediate 

'^ ad: of the Deity, and received from him 

" a reafonable foul. Thus were all things 

^^ created by the three rtames of the one 

" only God, and he is all things'^." 

wanoL 3j5 fixaXt/wIe ra viro tov ui^'epx' ^7)[ji,ecn»>f, rw wktu wpori- 
^tvuVf ^ifTixb}^ sf rvi ctvrn sicBeirti) uxaToTiVtTrlov rwa jlou iffutTUv 
vTBfTccrot sifM, ^mpoyivsrs^op ti koh ^[Movpytiv airoc9tU9, xai ttvra 
m fl»S«pdf^ xoi 'UTunut rm vtt avr^v roy ai^t^a, Tiji' ^i yiit etwi* 
vvo T8 CKomq uofKTov aaecy. Jt^^otak h, ot» to fui pn^mv To» a*- 
Ssp, B^ayrho-s woLffav rv^v xltanv, nwuf bkhvo E>ya.i to fuq to ^i}|ftif. 
TOf aSi^a, ro 'or^oupviiASvov ro^trifraiov tsravluv, Ov oniMt o otJIo; 
Of^vi axaaaf ex tv;; fjt.av\n»i s^itTrs' fAfirif, 09rtp i^fAVinvBlat Bt^Av* . 
^m» Za/o^oT)}^. £t9r6» cv r^i ett;T» ex^e^tt^ Ta(t;Td(f Ta; t^ek 3ei«C 
Tvy QvofACcruv ^fuiAsi^, [Atav tiVQti ^vvaixit, jtai xfaroq raruv Ssoy ov 
tf^a$ o^a* 9]; Ttyo; ^vvaina^ >ihii hjvaroct ywven th»9 ft (pwiit, £{ 
avTt}^ ^fi T«jf ^vvu^u^ ra vunet yiyivvtia-^eu, ce^p^a; ua-vfJMTSg, 
XM viMoff xcct o-thrumy, xcct i^acmv, xcn ar^et mottra, yiiv xat Sot- 
huffffetv, KM r» oj^UfAtva i» uvrrn^ v»rret, tien roe, aofura. To ^f 
7UV av^fuvar yivo; uvtt, vv avra T» ^na vTMordtv tx. ynit K«t 
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SECT. 2. Pythagoras, in a manner fomewhat 
1. fimilar to Orpheus, appears to have fallen 

• *• into the early herefy of materialifbi, though, 

Eyth^oras. like him, he afcribes the creation of the 
world to unity firft producing a duad. 
" The beginning of all things,*' fays he, 
is unity ; but from unity Iprung an in- 
finite duad, fubjeft, like matter, to unity 
*^ as its caufe. From unity and thq in- 
" finite duad, were produced numbers ; 
" from numbers, points ; from points, lines ; 
" from lines, planes ; and from planes, fb- 
" lids. From thefe were formed fenfiblp 
** bodies, of which there are four elements ; 
*^ fire, water, earth, air. Laftly, from the 
" elements, by various tranfm^utations, was 
** produced the univerfe, animated, intelli- 
" gent, and fpheroidical. Light and dark- 
'^ nefs are equally diftributcd through the 
" world ; atid man, the lord of the ere- 
" atlon, partakes of the nature of the 
" Gods^" . 

Op^fv^ sv Ti} etvla &AKu avvSia^u^ ot( iia rut avrut r^M9 orofjiMUft 
fM.ia^ SioTtjTof 7« ^arm tyttsro, xa» canog $n ru mana, Cbdx. 
Hill. Comp.p. j7. 

^ AfX^jf fAiv ru9 nvarrv9 fjiovui*' ex h n}? fAOfctiof atpirey iif 
a^»f ui ay vXijii ri} fAovah mtu^ orrt ^vomvat* £x ^ tq; fAotaio^ 
xai T»35 ao^irn ^va^gq T»? a^Afins, «• r. X. SoiDA Lex. vox 
HvBocyo^as* 

The 
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The whole of this iyftcm evidently pro- chap, 
cecds upon geometrical principles ; and 11. 
confequcntly in that refpeA is totally dif- ■■ 
fimilar to the Molaical cofmogony. The 
reafon why it is here introduced, is prin- 
cipally on account of the remarkable ori- " 
gin from which Pythagoras deduces the 
creation of the univerfe. Two proceed 
from one, forming conjundlly a triad ; the 
author anddifpofbr of all things. As for 
many he is faid to partake of the nature of 
God, and the caufe of this participation is 
the Ibul which animates him. With re- 
gard to the component principles of t^is 
myfterious part of man, various- were the 
fuppofitions of the ancient philofbphers, 
and all equally diftant from the truth^; yet 

^ ^f Zenoni Stoico animus, ignis videtur-*— Ariftoxenus 
** Muficus^ idemque philofophus, ipfius corporis intentionem 
'* quamdam, velut in cantu ct fidibus, qua armonia dicitur : 
" fie ex corporis totius natura et figura varios motus cieri, 
*' tanquam in cantu fonos — ^Xenocrates animi figuram et 
*' quafi corpus negavit efle, verum numerum dixit efle, cu- . 
'' jus vis, ut jam ante Pythagora vifum eft, in natura max- 
" uma effet. Ejus do6tor Plato triplicem finxit animum." 
Mofes himfelf maintains the blood to be the WD:, or animal 
principle of life 5 and, as the fame word fcen^s to occur oc- 
cafionally in the fenfe of foul, (Parkhurft. indeed denies this) 
the notion of blood being the foul may from this circum- 
ftance have been derived to fomc of the heathens. '^ Em- 

« pedocles 
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.SECTfc in one point they, generally fpeaking, una- 
I. nimoufly agreed ; its divine origin, and the 
■ ' " refcniblance of its nature to that of . the 
Deity 5- 

3. q. Several of the ancient laees, without 

Anaxago- entering into any fpecial account of the 
procefs of the creation, more or leis agree 
with Mofes in what they dt) maintain. 
Among thefe, may be reckoned Thales the 
Milefian, and Ana?:agoras. Thales main- 
tained, that water was the origin of aU 
thingSj and that God was that liipreme 
intelligence, who formed all things out of 
Svater^. . Anaxagoras taught, that the uni- 



*^ pedocles animum efle cenfet cordi fufrufum iknguinem." 
TuLL. Tufc. Difp. lib. i. feft. 9, 10. 

s " Ergo anjmiis (qui, ut ego dico> divinus) eft, ut Eu- 
*' ripides audet dicere> deus. £t quidem> fi deus aut anima 
" aut ignis eft, idem eft animiis hominis— Sin autcm eft 
," quinta quaedam natura ab Ariftotele indudta primumj 
'^ haec. ct deorum eft et animopim. Hanc nos fententiam fe* 
'* cuti, his ipfis verbis in confolatione hoc expreffimus : ani- 
" morum nulla in terns origo inveniri poteft — Quicquid eft 
" illud, quod fentit^ quod fapit, quod vivit, quod viget, coe- 
" lefte ct divinum, ob eamquc rem aetemum fit neceile eft." 
TuLL. Tufc. Difp. lib* i. fedl. 26, 2J. 

^ " Thales enim Milefius, qui primus de talibus rebus 
*^ quaefivit, aquam dixit initium efle rerum. Deum autem 
'' earn nient^m, quap ex aqua cun(Sla fingeret." Ciceeo de 

Nat. 
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Verfe remained in a ftate of chaotic confu- chap* 
lion, till arranged in order by the wifdom ii. -. 
of the Deity ^ 

4. In a finiilar manner, one of the 4- 
moft ancient of" the Greek poets defcribes 
'^ Chaos, as firft exifting. Next was pro-* 
" duced the fpacioiis earth, the feat of the 
'' imniprtals, Tartartis hid within the re- 
" cefles of the .ample - globe, and divine 
" Love> the raroft beautiful of the deities. 
"Frqm Chaos fprung Erebus> and black 
" Night; and from the union of Night and 
" Erebus were born Ether and the Day ^.'* 

In the midft of this mythological de- 
fcription, we, 'may ftill difcover evident 
traces of the primeval tradition. Oiit of 
Chaos is produced the globe of the earth ; 
and divine Love, perfonified in the charafter 
of a beautifullylph, bears a confpicuous 
part in the cofmogony. Evening^ and 

Nat. Ddor. lib. i. cap. io« App^qv fAtv manm l^a^ ^Tiro^'ATo. 
DioG. Labrt. in Vila Thai. 

DioG. Laekt. ift Vit. Ahax, 

Htoi iAi» 'arp6nir»X€t05 ytvir** «vT«p vjfnr% 
ra»* lu^riprof, x. T. A. . HESIOP^ThcOg. Iltf. 

* Erebus, Heb, nny, ^ . 

vol. I. V night 
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fiECt. night are next introduced; and Uftly day 
' !• aiad the etheireal light lire generated, • 

ii i» ■ 

5-. 5. There is a curious paffage in the 

XL&. ^^ ** works of Ariftophanes, which nearly co-^ 
incides *with the fentiments of Heiiod. 
" Chaos, '^nd Night, and blacks Erebus, 
** and wide Tartarus, firft exifted; at that 
*^ time, there wds neither ^arthV^tf, lior 
" heaven w But in the boifom ^ Erebus^ 
^^ black-winged Night prodSc(Si ah' aefial 
*^ egg ;' from wiiioh, in dne' fedion, beau- 
'^ tiflil Love, decked with goMeh wings^ 
" was bom. Out ' of dark Chabs> in the 
'^ midft of wide-fpreading Tartaras, he be- 
^^ got our race, and called us forth into the 
'Might"'." . • '^'^ 

X. X. Befides the traditional accounts, which 

name ^ the heathen nations pbffefled, pf the cre- 
the Pagans, ation of the world, to many of them the 
peculiar nanie of God was not uiiknown* 
Hiilo Byblius, by whom the works of San- 
choniatho were tranflated into the Greek 
language, inforiiis us, that that ancient Au-^ 
thor wrote a faithful narrative of Jewilh 
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affairs, having received his principal in* xjhap. 
formation on that head from Jerombaal, n. 

the Prieft of the God Jeuo"", It is not im 

probiable, if we may argue from iimilitude 
of names, and from the remoteneis of the 
period in which Sanchoniatho flourifhed, 
that this Jerombaal was the Gideon, of 
Scripture,' ftyled in the Book of Judges, 
from his contention with the worlhippers 
of Baal, Jerubbaal^ 

Diodorus Siculus, after enumerating ife- 
veral Pagan legiflators, who claimed for 
their laws the fandian of different deities, 
concludes with mentioning the name of 
MofeS', who, he fays, prefcribed his ordi- 
.nances to the Jews, under the authority of 
theGodJaoP. 

i 

The name of Jupiter Sabazius, as Sel- 
dcn juftly remarks, is clearly derived from 
Jehovah Sabaoth, a term perpetually ap- 

' 'iropi* h ret mtfi Uitnni fltX»j9ir«T«, on iwi tok t^owok ««» 
T#K •rof*flwi> otvrup ret ffVfjLfutorara, TnyxpvnoBw o Binfvnof, m- 
^«i^s vet vvofApfifMtret ma^et Ji^fjiSetKn m UfWi Otov Tov Jtva. 
EusEB. Praep. Evan. lib. i. cap. ix. ^ 

" Judg. vi. 3a. 

Diop. Sic. Bib. Hift. lib. i.'p. 84. edit. Rhodomanni. 

T z '• " plied 
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SECT, plied to the Moil High, in the page pf Re^ 
I. velation^; and that the celebrated Tetra- 

grammaton, the incommunicable ^hame 

mn*, was well known to the Greeks, ap- 
pears abundantly from the writings of Cle- 
mens Alexandrinus, and Diodorus Siculus*^* 
Even the immediate inftruments of ido- 
latry were fometimes forced to bear their 
teftimotiy to the fupremacy of the God of 
Ifrael; and Iao was pronounced by the 
oracle of Apollo to be the firft and the 



4 ''tlncienam Jupiter Sabazius? nonne a Jehovah ^a- • 
" baoth, quod inculcante faepitis Jeremia propi;ium Dei Opt. 
•* Max. nomen ?" Seld. Proleg. in Dis Syr. cajp. iii, 

^ Cited by Selden> de Dis Syr. Synt.ii. cap. i. Refpe6l- 
ing the manner in which the peculiar name of Grod became 
kngwn to the Heathens, it is v^eW obferved by Lord Preli* 
dent Forbes, that, " though the Roman people and religion 
^f were but modem, compared with that of fome other na- 
'^'tibns, yet »i8 their* Jovis Paler, which took much time to 
'^ be corrupted into Jupiter, very ancient ; and, if they had 
*' their theology from the Hetrufcans, or the Phenicians, the 
'^ term Jehovah muft have been very pUfe and diftmft, 
'^ when it came fii;ft into Italy, to have remained ib long fb 
*' uncorrupted, as we fee it did. No man, in his fenfes, 
'' will think the ancient Greeks and.Italians borrowed froni 
"the detefled Jews the name of their Godj and therefore 
" it may be fafely concluded, that the name, which tra- 
'"^ veiled thus into Greece and Italy, in the earlieft times, 
, '" was the name of the God of the whole earth, ufed and 
" honoured by all flefh." Thoughts concern. Relig. p. 178. 

. greateft 
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grcateft of deities^ In a Similar manner chap. 
the Hindoos, though they might not pre- 11. 

cifely be acquainted with the very name ^ 

of Jehovah^ were yet not ignorant of its 
purport. They ^fcribed the work of crcr 
ation to That which is*, the felf-exifting 
Being, the unca\ifed caufe of ail things. 

XI. With regard to the particular num- xi. 
ber of days which were employed in thefabbath 
creation of the world, it has been already from"thc°^ 
fliewn, that the ancient Perfians and Etru- weckonu 
rians were not unacquainted with it. The "^*^*®°* 
ufe of the fabbath, and the divifion of time ' 
into weeks, which can only be accounted i 
for on the fiippofition of a remote tradition 
of the grand week of the creation, feems 
to have pervaded nearly every part of the 
globe. Eufebius, in his Praeparatio Evan- 
gelica, cites feveral of the ancient poets, 
who fpoak of the feventh day as being 
holy; Hcfiod and Homer bo^h unite in 
afcribing to it a degree of fuperior fandity ; 
and Callimacbus afferts, .that upon it all 
things were finiflied**. The fabbath isYaid 

* ^^{10 ro9 warrcM vwarov Btov tfAfAti XAO. Seld. de Di& 
Syr. Synt. ii. cap. i. ^ 

t £xod. iii. 14. 

F 3 *I^- 
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^^CT. to have been obferved among the ancient 
I.- inhabitants of Arabia, previous to the era 
of Mahomet ; confequently, although that 
Impoftor confirmed the obferyation of fuch 
ap ordinance/ he could not be faid to have 
firft enjoined it ta his followers, from the 
knowledge which he poffeffed of the books 
of Mofes^. Thus alfo the natives of Pegu 
.affemble together, for the purpofes of de- 
votion, on one fixed day in every week^^; 
and the people of Guinea reft from their 
accuftomed occupations of filhing and agri- 
culture, every feventh day throughout the 
year^ 

As for the divifion of time into weeks, 
it extends from the Chriftian ftates of Eu- 
rope to the remote Ihores of Hindoftan, 
and has equally prevailed among the JeWs 

'ZXhiHg iffoci, xoS* it 9 vets xo^jtAOf xt;«XitTai|rtfy ^uoyctovfitMf 
xa» (fvofatut aveirruf, Htno^o^ jtAiy «r ttrtt wtfi avrni }itytt^ 

Nai /X9]y xat Ka,XX»/xa;^of o uroiijTiK y^eapti, 

'zChfjM^n h mv, itat o» tnTvuro aTrecrrec. ' 

. EtTSEB. Praep. Evang, lib. xiii. cap. 13. 

* Purch. Pilgrimage, b. iii. c. a, 
y Ibid.b. v.c. 5. 

* Ibid*b. Ti. c. ijf. 

and 
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and the Greeks, the Romans and the Goths*; ohaf*. 
nor will it be cofy to account for this h, 
unanimity upon any other fiippofition,: than ■■■ ^" - ^ 
that which is here adopted. , . . 

Even the Mofaical method of reckoning 
by nights infteati oif by days has prevailed 
in more than one nation. The polifhed 
Athenians computed the fpace of a day 
from fimfet to funfet^ and from a fimilar 
cuftom of our Gothic anceftors, during 
their abode in the forefts of Germany ^ 
words expreffive of fiich a mode of calcu- 
lation have been derived into our own 
language*^. The fame cuftom^ as we are ^ 
informed by Cefar, prevailed among the 
Celtic nations. *' All the Gauls," iays he, 
*^ conceive themfelves to be fprung from 
** father Dis^^^ and they affirm it to have 
" been handed down to them by the 
'* Druids. For this reafon, they meafure 
" time riot by the number of days, but of 

* '' Eos (fcil. Athenienfes) a fble occafb ad folem iterum 
« occidentem omne id medium tempus unum diem efle di- v 
" cere." Aul. Gell. No6l, Attic, lib. iii. cap. 2. 

^ ** Nee dieram numenim, ut nos, fed noftium compu- 
" tant (fe, Gcrmani). Sic conftituunt, fie condicunt. Nox 
^ ducerc diem videtur." Tag; de Mor. .Germ. c. 11. 

f Such ds fortnight, finmgbt. 

F 4 ** nights. 
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SECT. ^^ nights. Accordingly, tKcy obferve their 
I. ^^ birth-days, and. the beginnings of months 
' ■■ ^/ and years, in iiich a manner> as to caufe 

*^ the day to follow the night**.'' Wc may 
perhaps here likewife, in the imaginary 
defcent of the Gauls, trace the fame ge- 
neral tradition, which has fpread itfelf {o 
widely, of all things being iprung from 
night and darknefs^ 

The refult of the whole inquiry is, that 
the accurate refemblance between the Mo- 
iaical account of the creation, and the va- 
rious cofmogonies of the Heathen world, 
fufficiently ihews, that they all originated 
from one common fource ; while the ftrikr 
ing contraft be;tween the unadorned fim- 
plicity of the one, and the allegorical tur- 
gidity of the others, accurately diftinguilhes 
the infpired narrative from the diftortcd 
tradition. 

f Caef. de Bell. Gall, lib, vi. cap. x8. 



CHJLF. 
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CHAP. III. 

PAGAN ACCOUNTS OFTHE PERIOD BETWEEN 
THE CREATION AND THE DELUGE. !• PA- 
RADISE. II. THE FALL. Ill, THE SERPENT. 

, IV. TRADITION^S OP THE PROMISED MES- 
SIAH. V. .CAIN AND ABEL. VL LONGE^ 
VITY OP THE PATRIARCHS. VII. GIANTS. 
VIII. NUMBER OF GENERATIONS BE- 
T'WEEN ADAM AND NOAH. 

1 HE events, which toot place between Paf^nac - 
the.cfeation of the world and the deluge, theprkxi 
are buried in fiich remote antiquity, that the'^rcrtion 
we are not to expeft any very methodical f^e.^^*^ 
and accurate accouht of them' among the 
Pagan nations. Their annals feldom ex- 
tended beyond the cataftrophe of the flood, 
which formed an almoft impenetrable bar- 
rier to the excurfions of curiofity ; yet, 
notwithftanding this circumftance, the an- 
tediluvian hiftory of Mofes will be found 
obfcurely recorded in many profane tra- 
ditions. 



, I. The Author of the Pentateuch^ after l 
having defcribpd the procefs c£ the cre- 
ation, informs us, that man was placed by 

- tUe 
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SECT, the Deity in the garden of jParadifc- This 
i». favouf ed portion of the earth is reprefented, 
y ■ as containing within itfelf every external 
objeft capable of <:onferring happinefs. The 
beauty of its fcenery, the falubrity of its 
climate, the variety a6d excellence of its^ 
fruits, all contributed to the beatitude of 
the firft pair, and tended to elevate their 

• thoughts to that Being, who was, the au- 
thor and contriver of luch numerous blef- 
fings. Confidered in this point of yiew> it 

_ was equally a delightful refidenfce for man^ 
and a kind of magnificent* temple confe- 
crated to the fervice of God, Its very 
name conveyed the idea of happinels and 
pleafure, which Can only exift in their full 
perfediion> when the will of man tho- 
roughly coincided with the will of God, 
and when obedience is unattended with 
thofe painful a<9:s of felf-denial, and with 

• that hatred on the part of a dcbafed ^orld, 
which at prefent are inevitably attached 
to it. 

The beauty of the garden of Paradiie 
cannot be conveyed to our minds in a 

• ftronger light, than by confidering, that 
heaven itfelf is frequently defignated by 
this very appellation. ** To day Ihalt thou 

. ^^ be 
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*' be with me in Paradife/^ was the confo- chap* 
latory promife of our blefled Saviour tp* m, 

the penitent thief. " If^^ therefore, we arc — ^ 

" taught," (to ufe the words of a late pious 
prelate) "that heaven refembles the garden 
•' of E^cn, it feems fair and reasonable to 
" conclude, that the garden of Eden re- 
" fembled heaven, and 'was, from the be- 
" ginning, inteiided to do fo ; that, like 
'' the temple' under the Law, and the 
'^ church under the Gofpel, it was, to its 
^' happy poffeflbrs, a place chofen for the 
'^ refidencie of God ; a place defigned to 
" reprefent and fumilh them with ideas of 
*' heavenly things ; a place facred to con- 
'^ tempktion and devotion ; in one word, 
'* it was the primitive temple and churchj 
^^ formed and coiifecrated for the ufe oi^ 
*' man, in his ftate of innocence. There, 
'* undiftUrbed by care, and as yet unaf- . 
*' feiled by temptation, all his faculties 
'^ perfed:, and his appetites in fubjedlion, 
*' he walked with God, as a man walketh 
^^ with his friend, and enjoyed communion 
" with heaven, though his abode was updri 
'^ earth. He ftudied the works of God, as 
^' they canie frelh from the hands of the 
^^ workmafter ; and in the creation, as in a 
'' glais, he was taught to behold the glo- 

' " ries 
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SECT. " ries of the Creator. Trained, in thtf 
I. " fchool of Eden by the material elements 
■ • * " *^ of a viiible world, to the knowledge of 

*' one, that is immaterial and invifible, he 
" found himfelf excited by the beauty of 
" the pidlare, to afpire after the tranfcen- 
" dantr excelleiice of the divine original*.** 

Such was the Paradife of Scripture ; and 
from it the Heathens derived that belief in 
a ftate of priftine integrity, and that idea of 
the peculiar fdcrednefs of groves, which 
prevailed fo univerfally among them. 

A notion appears to have been very 
widely difFufed, that mankind ^formerly 
lived in complete happinefs and unftaihed 
innocence ; that fpring reigned perpetually, 
and that the earth fpontaneoufly gave her 
increafe. " Immediately after the birth o( 
" man," fays Hefiod, ^^ the golden age com- 
^^ menced, the precious gift of the imraor- 
^* tals who acknowledged Chronus as their 
'^ fovereign. Mankind then led the life of 
^^ the Gods, free from tormenting cares, 
" and exempt from labour and forrow^. 
^^ Old age was unknown ; their limbs were 
" braced with a perpetual vigour, and the 

» Bp. Home's SermoBS> vol. i. p. 6B. 

" evils 
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'^ evils of difeafe were unfelt. When the qhap. 
'' hoiir of diflblution arrived, death afliimed iii. 
'^ the mild afped: of lleep> and laid afide ■ , 
" all his terrors. Every bluffing was theirs; 
" the fruits of the earth fprung up fpon- 
" taneoufly and abundantly ; peace reigned, 
*^ and her companions were happinefs and 
" plealure^." 

A fimilar idea, thqugh not exprefled with 
the elegance of the claffical mythologifts, 
occupied the minds of our Gothic ancef- 
tors. The firll inhabitants of the world, 
according to the ufual iyftem of the Hea- 
then nations, were confidercd by thbm as 
fomething more than human j- their abode 
.was a magnificent hall, glittering with bur- 
nifhed gold, the rrjanfion of love, joy, and 
friendfhip. The very meaneft of their 
uteniils were compofed of the fame pre- 
cious materials, and the age acquired the 
denomination oi golden. Such was the . 
happinefs of the primitive race of mortals ; 
a happinefs which they were deftined not 

^ 'fie o/xoSfy yiyocuffi Seo* Sy^jTo* t* avSpa^Toi, 

A^av«To» tffontcctv, c?<viA.m» ^pt.ol^ E;^oi'Tif> 
Ot ^if ivh Kp»vov 'no'ctfy OT* tfpaya; t^tSucri^tvtVt 

'ilj n S«» y t^UQP X. T, K' 

Hesiop. Op. et Dier. lib« i. 1. io8. 

long 
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SECf. long to enjoy. The blifsful period of in- 

!• nocencc was foon contaminated ; certain 

women airrived from the country of the 

giants, and by their fedu<ftive blandilhments 

cormpted its priftine integrity and purity*^. 

-. The circumftance, w^hich principally de- 
ferves notice in this ancient tradition, ii^ 
the caufe affigned by the Goths for the 
termination of their golden age. Women 
are faid to have corrupted it; and thus to 
have introduced fin and mifery into, the 
-world. It may perhaps be difficult to pro- 
nounce whether this be an allilfion to the 
fatal tran/greffion of our firft par6nt,'.or 
whether it may not rather refer to the ih- 
tercourfe' between the fbns of Seth and thei 
daughters of Cain > which was the principal 
caufe of the univerial wickednefs of the 
antediluvians^. In either cafe, its coin- 
cidence with the page of Scripture is not a ^ 
little remarkable. 

Aiimilar belief in an original ftatc of 
purity is ftrenuoufly maintained- by the in- , 
habitants of Hindoftan, " There can arile 
" little doubt," to ufe the words of an ele- 
gant modern Hiftorian, " but that by the 

5 Edda, Fab. y'll, . f Gen. vi. 2, 4. 

. , " Satya 



Digitized by 



Google 



HORiE MOSAlCiE. 



15 



*< Sbtya age, or age of pcrfedion, the Brah- chap, 
f^ mins ohfcurely allude to the ftate of p^r- iii. 

^'loftion and happinefs enjoyed ^by nian in ^ 

^' Paradife. It Is impoffible to explain what '- 

^* the Indian writers aflert concerning the 
^' univerlal purity of manners, and the lux- 
^* urious and unbounded plenty prevailing 
" in that primitive era, without this fup- 
^' pofition. - Jufticc, truth, philanthropy,* 
" were then pradlifed among all the orders 
^' and clafles of rnankind ; there was then 
" no extortion, no circumvention, no fraud 
*^ ufed in their dealings one with another. 
^' Perpetual oblations fmoked on the al- 
*' tars of the Deity ; every tongue uttered 
^' praifes, and every heart glowed with'gra- 
^* titude to the fiipreme Creator. The 
** Gods, in token of their approbation of 
'* the conduA . of mortals, condefcended 
'* frequently to become incarnate, and hold 
" peribnal converfe with the yet undc- 
" praved race of mortals ; to inftrud: them 
*' in arts and fciences; to unveil their own: 
" fublime funAions and pure nature, and 
" make them acquainted with the econo- 
" my of thofe celeftial regions, into which. 
" they were to be immediately tranflated, 
^* when the period of their, terreftrial pro- 

*' batiou 
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SECTt " bation expi^cd^'* Nor is this notion of 
I. late origin among the Hindoos; Calanu8> 

'T^ ^ according toStrabo, holds rtitich: the £ame 

language. " Formerly," {a,ys he, '^ corn of 
*^ all forts abounded as plentifully as duft 
** does at prefent ; and the fountains poured 
. " forth ftrearns, fomc of water, fome of 
" milk, fome of honey, fome of wine, and 
" fome of oil. Owing to this luxurious 
*' abundance, man became corrupt, and fell 
*^ into all kinds of wickednefs ; inibtnuch 
" that Jupiter, difgufted with iuch a fcene, 
^* abolifhed the ancient order of things, 
^^ and permitted the neccflHries of life to 
*^ be obtained only through the medium of 
^^ labour^.'* 

If from the realms of Hindoftan we 
recur once more to claffical antiquity, we 
fhall difcQver ift the mythological ftory of 

^ Maurice's Hift. of Hindoftan, vol. i. p. 371. , 

* To <craXa(oy motvl niv ccXfnuv x»* aXsv^wy ivX)}^, koi^etTrgp xa* . 

xAT«rflwty, yifctvta-E wavru, yjn hot flrortf'TOF /3»oy awg3V»S«. Citecl 
in Cluver. Germ. Antiq. p. 225. Thus the denunciation 
of God againft Adam, «' In the fweat of thy face flialt thou 
** eat bread.** ; 

the 
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the. garden of tbe Heiperides, an evident .es:AF. 
tradition of the Mofaical Pjtradife. It is m. 
iaid to have produced golden fruit, and to --— — 
have.boen gua;rded by a ferpeot, which 
Liicmtii« defcribies, as encirdkig with its 
folds the trunk or the my^fcerious triee^.' 
Hercmles overcame the fcrpent and pof- 
Jfefled hiinielf of the fruit. Thi« condufion 
•o( tko fable is fipppofed, by Sir Waker Ra- 
leigh, to have originated irom the promife 
delivered to th« woman immediately £i£tex 
the falL « Th« fi<aion;' fays he, " of thofe 
"golden -apple? Icept by a <iragG)n, was 
" taken from the Serpent wluch teaipted 
" Evah .; &> wjas I^adife itfejf jbcajjfported 
"out of Aiia into Africa, and tcnade the 
" garden of the Hefperides : the prophe- 
" cies, that Chrift fliould break tbe fcr- 
" pent's head, and conquer the power of 
" hell, occafioned the fables of Hercules 
" killing the ferpent of the Hefperides, and 
" defcendiHg into hell, and captivating 
"Cerberus^" 



5 " Aureaque Hefperidum fervans fulgentia mala . , 
*' Afper, acerba tuens, immani corpore ferpens, 
" Arboris amplcxus ftirpem." 

LuCRET. de Nat. Rer. lib, t. 33. 

* Raleigh's Hid. of the World, p. 73. 

TOL. I. G Froni 
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SECT. From the holincfs of the garden fy{ Eden^ 
1. the Pagans probably borrowed their ancient 
■'^- — ^— duftom of confecrating groves to the wor- 
fliip of their various deities. That iiich 
was the cafe with the inhabitants of Ca- 
naan, appears^ abundantly from numerous 
paiTages of Scripture, in which the ten- 
dency of the Ifraelites to this mode of ido- 
latry is fevcrely reprobated. Tacitus men- 
tions a iimilar cuftom a^ being prevalent 
among the Semnones, a tribe of the Ger- 
mans, and likewife among feveral other 
. clans of the fame nation^ We are in- 
formed by Pliny, that among the Romans, 
trees were formerly the temples of the 
Gods; and that even in his time, accord- 
ing to the ancient rites, the fimple pea- 
iantry yet dedicated every tree; which lur- 
pafled the reft, to the Deity ^ 

The defcriptioii given by Quintus Cur- 
tius of the facred grove of Jupiter Ham- 
mon is fingularly beautiful, and almoft 
prcfents to the imagination the deep ftiades 

^ T^it. de Mdr. Germ. 39, 40. 

* " Arbores fuerc numinum templa, prifcoquc ritu fim- 
^' plicia rura, ctiam nunc, Peo praecellehtem arborem di- 
. •' cant." Plin. N^t. Hift. lib. xii. c. i. 

^ and 
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and the ayftal-ftreams of Eden. '^ At chap., 

" length," fays he, " they arrived at the m. 

" confecrated habitation of the Deity, ■ > ' ' 

'^ which, incredible as it may feem, was 

" fituated in the midft of a vaft defert, and 

*^lhaded from the fun by lb luxuriant a 

^^ vegetation, that its beams couM fcarcely 

" penetrate through the thicknefs of the 

" foliage. The groves "are watered by the 

*^ meandering ftreams of numerous foun- 

^' tains, and a wonderful temperature of 

"climate, refembling moft of all the de- 

" lightful feafon of fpring, prevails through 

" the whole year >yith an equal degree of 

^^falubrityV 

The fame ancient mode of worfliip pre- 
vailed likewife among the Celtic nations, 
and the Druidical rites were fblemnized in 
myftic circles of huge rocks, concealed from 
the gaze of profane eyes in the deep gloom 
of immenfe forefts. 

Thus, even long after the time that Pa- 
radife was forfeited, Iweet was.its remem- 
brance to the Ions of Adam, and delightful 
every image which could recal it to theiy 
recolleftion. The grove formed a part 

^ Qumt.tUurt, lib. iv. c. 7. 

G !Z equally 
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S1ECT. equally in their ploaiures, and in tfaeir ne- 
I. Hgious rites ; th-c fage delighted to mufe 

■ " besaGoth its cooling ftiadcs, aind die mjoft 

folemn offices of a iplendkl^ diou^ per- 
verted worfhip were performed widain its 
gloomy recedes. 

IT. IL The b^pinefs, which mail lenjoycd 

in the garden of Eden, was probably of jio 
wry long duration. He tran^greiTed the 
pofilive commandment of God, and thus 
became utterly depraved and corrupted. 
The taint of this ralh aA of difobedience 
dedred itfelf to hks ^remoteft pdfterky, and 
the whole race of his defcendajits became 
vitiated to the very heart. The tinaffiftcd 
powers of our daricened underftandings arc 
ROW unequal to the ta& of compreheiMi- 
ing divine tmtfas ; and, as long as we re- 
main in a ftate of nature, even the Gofpei 
itfeJf is foolilhneis to us. Spiritual myf- 
terjes can only be fpiritually difbemed, and 
fpiritual difcernment can only be acquired 
by the iHuntination of the Holy Ghoft"^. 



» Hence the Apdftte prays in behalf of the Epheiians, 
vfchat God would give unto them '^ the fpirit of w^om and 
*<- revelation in the knowledge of him : the^s qfUmr ««- 
f* derftanding being enlightened -y that they might know what 
\* is the hope of hjis calling, and ^at the riches of the glory 

^'of 
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While cmt intellefts are by nature thus fpi- chXp. 
ritually Wind, our other faculties have ex- in. 
perienced a iimikr degree of perverfion ' v 
and depravation. We have equally loft the 
deiire and the power to obey the com- 
mands of he{iven. Our afFeftions are fet 
upon things beloW, not upon things above; 
and the creature is fet up as an objed: of 
woifhip, in oppofition to the Creator. Sunk 
in the deep flccp of ipiritual death, we are 
utterly unabld of ourfelves to help our- 
felves; and the fartie Almighty voice, that 
once called our material frame out of it» 
original? nothing, muft again be exertedi^ 
ere we can be roufed from our fatal le- 
thargy. ^' We are tied and bound with 
" the chain of our fms," from which no- 
thing but " the pitlfulnefs of God's great 
" mercy can loofe us/' And even when 
that is effected, our fpiritual ftrength is fb 

"of his inheritance in the faints; (Epheff. i. 17.) that they 
" might be able to comprehend the breadth, and length, and 
'* depth, ^nd height ; and to know the love of Chrill, which 
" paffeth knowledge." Ephef. iii. 18* 

TliBS Bp. ReynoMis 5 '* AH the good we have is froni 
'' God' 9 he only muH be fought unto for it; we have none 
" in oarielves : I know that in me, that is in my fleih, ( 
" dweU'etb no good things wg can. neither think, Mr jfeak^ 
''nor do i/.* Rsynolds's Works, firft Serra. on Kofea, 
P'747. * 

G ^ withered. 
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SECT.. Withered, and fo decayed, that we cannot 
I. advance^ fmgle ftep from the door of our 

^ prifon-houfe, without the copftant prevfh* 

nient grace of the bleffed Spirit^*. 

The manner, in which this miicrable 
change was efFeSed, is iaid, in the Penta- 
teuch, to h^e been by our firft parents 
eating of the fruit of a particular tree, in 
direft defiance of God's exprefs prohibition. 
An evil fpirit aflumed the form of a fcr- 
pent, and inflated their minds with a proud 
defire of acquiring knowledge, fuperior to 
that with which God had endowed them- 

^ An accurate inquiry into the nature of the human (bul 
obliged even a Pagan Philofopher to confefs the truth of thclc 
doctrines, though he vainly alcribed to philofophy that in- 
fluence which belongs'to the Spirit of grace alone. TiPvaKno-i 
y^^, il y «(> o» fiKofjLO^itif on ma^eiKaSw-a avtw tii» ^XfVf % ^*^ 
^o0-o^la (ctrtxjfue AIAAEAEMENHN i» rtt erti^ari x«» «fod'xft- 

ra orrei, aXKx iiii otvmf ^' avnK> xa» c vaoji a/Aadi» xoXtyj^v- 
lAtrif, KM re tlfyiAov m^ invornrtk xar^i^ffct, or» h' iiridvf«»aEf ir^fji 
'nS AN MAAItTA AYTOS 'O AEAEMENOr SYAAHnTfiP 
EIH Tif, AEAEZeAl) MTfp 6vp 7^u^ y^ywa«»o'w o» f iXoftotSftf 

^BetfafAtAnrai, x«* Mu»,tifi^thfth. Speaking afterwards of the 
blindnels of the ibul, he alTerts, that difeafes are noi the only 
eyil coniequences which refult from an indulgence of the 
paifions 5 oA^' 6 veinvk ^yt^9 ti uaxvp xeu w^aror m> TOtTO 
HAZXEI (fcij. i ^x:nh KAI OT AOnZETAl AtTO. Plat. 
Phaed. fca. 33. 

\ In 
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In an evil hour they Kftencd to the fug* chap, 
geilions of the tempter, and -forfeited at m. 

once their innocence and their immor- -^ 

tality. 

Various traditions; more or lefs agreeable 
to this account^ have been preferved in the 
records of Paganifm. An idea of loft in- 
tegrity ieems to have pervaded nearly the 
whole VNTorld, and to have infeparably min- 
gled itfelf with the religious belief of aU 
moft every people* This notion moft par- 
ticularly difplayed itfelf in a conftant de- 
fire of appeafing the fupreme Being, by fa- 
crificial rites and fliperftitious obfervances. 
Wljethcr "we direft our inquiries to the 
frozen norths or to the lultry regions of 
the fbuth; whether we mount upon the 
wings of the momiiig, and furvey the 
mighty empires of the eaft, or accompany 
the adventurous navigator of more modern 
times to the diftant Ihores of the weftern 
world ; the fame religious notions, and the 
lame expiattory ceremonies, will be found 
univerfally prevalent. The rude idolater of 
the recently difcovered hemifphere, and 
the poliflied votary of ancient polytheifm, 
equally concur in the belief, that without 
the lliedding of blood there can be no re- 
. G 4 miffibu 
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sjscT- niiffion of fins?. Nor was the life cf the 
I. . brute creation always deemed lufiicient to 

* remove the taii¥t of guilty and to avert the 

wrath of heaven. The death of a xioWcr 
vidim was frequently required; and the 
altars of Paganifm were bedewed with, tor- 
ments o^ human blood. The original dcfign 
of thefe horrible rites- was well known in 
the fecluded groves of Mona; and th« 
. myfterious priefthood of Britain unani- 
moufly pronounced, that, unlefs the pol- 
lution of our guilty race was wafhed away 
in the .life-blood of a man, the anger of 
the immortal Gods .could never be ap- 
peafed"^. 

Th^ univerfality of facrificial rites wiU 
naturally produce an inquiry into the fource, 
from which a cuftom, fb inexplicable upon 
any principles of mere natural r^fbn, could 
have been derived. And here we are in'^o-^ 
luntarily led to the firft inftitution of thi| 
ordinance, which is fo particularly recorded 
in Scriptibre. When it pleafed God to re- 
real his gracious purpofe of redeeming l^ 

** See Cooke ^' Inquiry ijnto the Patnat?chal and Druidi^ajl 
Religion, p. 66, and Cxisjv, Comment. L vi. c. 16. '' Pr^ 
^" vita hominis nifi vita hominls reddatur, non poife alitcr 
'^ Deorum imntorjtaliara numeti piatari, arbitrantur." 

mankind 
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mani^nd by the blocxj of the Meifiah^ it cbap» 
would doubtlcfs be highly expedient to in- iii. 

ftitute feme vifible fign, fome external re. — 

prefentation, by which the myfterious la- 
crifice of mount Calvary might be pro- 
phetically exhibited to all the pofterity of 
Adaf»« With this view, a pure and im- , 
maculate vidim, the firftling of the flock, 
was carefully fele6ted ; and, after its blood 
bad been flied, was iblemnly appointed to 
blaze upon the altar of Jehovah. When 
the firft typical Sacrifice was offered up, 
fire miraculoufly defcended from heaven, 
and confiimed it ; and when this primitive 
<»dinance was renewed under the Levi- 
ileal priefthood, two circumftanccs tee par-r 
ticularly worthy of obfervation — tJlkie tk$ 
vtEtim Jhtmld be a frfiling — and that the 
4btatkn Jhould he made by the injirumentatity 
rf fire. It is remarkable, that both thefts 
prinMtive cuftoms have been faithfully pre- 
ferved in the Heathen world. The Ca- 
naanites cau£;d their firft borti to paf? 
through thq fire; with a view of appeafmg 
the anger of their falfe deities ; and one of 
(he kings of Moab is faid to have offered 
up his el^efl; fon as a burnt offering, when 
in danger fro;n the fupcrior prowefs of the 

Edo- 
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SECT. EdomitesP. Nor was the belief, thaf the 
I, gods were rendered propitious by this pc- 

■ ' cuHar mode of facrifice, confined to the 

nations which were more immediately con- 
tiguous to the territories of Ifrael. We 
' learn from Homer, that a whole hecatomb 
of firftllng lambs .was no uncommon of- 
fering among his countrymen**; and the 
ancient Goths, having " laid it down as a 
'* principle, that the effufion of the blood 
" of animals appeafed the anger of the 
'^ Gods, and that their juftice turned aiide 
".upon the vid:ims thofe ftrokes which 
" were deftined for men','\foon proceeded 
to greater lengths, and adopted the horrid 
praftice of devoting human viftims. \ In 
honour of the myftical number three, a 
number deemed particularly dear to heaven > 
every ninth month witneffed the groans 
and dying ftruggles of nine unfortunate 
victims. The fatal blow being ftruck, the 
lifelefs bodies were confumed in tha fa- 
cred fire, which was kept perpetually burn- 
ing ; while the blood, in fingular con- 
formity w^th the Levitical ordinances, was 



P 2 Kings lii, 27. 

•» Iliad. 1. iy. v. 202. 

» Mallet's North. Antlq. vol. i. c. 7. 
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Iprinklcd, partly upon the lurrounding mul- chap, 
titudc, partly upon the trees of the hal- iii, 

lowed grove, and partly upon the images 

of their idols*. Even the remote inhabi*- 
tants of America have retained fimilar.cuf- 
toms, and for fimilar reafons. It is ibme- 
"where obfcrved by Acofta, that, in cafes of 
ficknefs, it is ufual for a Peruvian to facri- 
ficc his Ion to Virachoca, befeeching him 
to fpare his life/ and to be fatisfied with ^ 
the blood of his child. 

Whence then, we may alk, could ori- 
ginate this univerfal pradice of devoting 
the firft bom, either of man or beaft, and 
of offering it up as a burnt offering? 
Whetice, but from fome perverted tra- 
dition refpeding the one great facrifice 
once to be offered for the fins of all man- 
kind ? In the oblation of the firft born, 
originally inftituted by. God himiclf, and 
faithfully adhered to both by Jew and Gen- 
tile, we behold the death of hi/n, who was 
the firft born of his virgin mother, accu- 
rately though obfcurely exhibitedi And irj , 
the confiattt ufe of fire, the invariable fcirip- 
tural eniblem of wrath and jealouiy, we 



MalleVs North. Antiq. vol. i. c. 7. 
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SECT,; view the indignation of that God, i^ho i* 
I. a confuming fiirc, averted firoto our guilty 

-^-^ race, and poured out upon the immaculate 

head of our great Interceflbr. Had a con- 
fdonfncfs of purity reigned in the bofoms 
of the ancient idolaters^ it docs not appear, 
why they ihould have had more reafbn to 
dread the vengeance of the Deity, than to 
ccped and to claim his favour; yet, that 
inch a dread di^ univerfally prevail^ is too 
well known to require the formality of a 
laboured demonftration. It has been lup- 
poied, and not without fome degree of pro- 
bability, that the ancient Druids " believed 
** in the doftrine of the defection of the 
^ human ibiil from a ftate of original rec- 
" titude':" and it is adually affertcd to be 
the invariable belief of the Brahmins, .that 
man is a fallen creature. The argument 
in both thefe cafes is principally drawn 
fepm the fevere penitential difcipline to 
which they fiibmitted, with a view of ul- 
timately regaining their loft perfeftion". 
The Hindoos however, we are informed, 
** have an entire Purana on this Ytty fub- 
" Je A ; the ftory is there told in the fame, 

* Maurice^s Ind. Antiq. vol. vi, p. ^2* 

• Ibid. voK v. p. 9J7. 

" man- 
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manner," as k k narrated by Mafes; chap. 
" tl^e f46h MnifiKnily coa»fpond ; and the iii. 
f^ (xmfequc^oes wc •cqwtlfly trcmcodoias^" ■ ' 

Tbei i^Qjue . ^Qf^tiine is mcstkatod 1:^ daf- 
fiCfil mj^tl^^gfii ia the ddforipgtion giTem of 
Iht gr^A^el 4iA,cxi6ra,iM during 

the pefiod ififtlDfeqiAa^^ to the gakkn age. 
^^ The feoomd laec^,*' ifayis Hefiod, ^^ dread- 
^^ £tiU]|r.^d^^nm'dit£4 fmsm the Tortisas of the 
'' firfti tfecyiiiirrfpe inoen of riokaacc and xa- 
^'^piue; ttiggr had tio »dclig^ in worfhip- 
'* ping tl^ imtwrteib, tior iai offering up 
f^ t<!) theuoi Ithefc Sacrifices Wbidi duty tc- 
*^ quired'^." Bimikr to this is the doiSainc 
of Scripture. By the fall, every faculty of 
man was debafed, and he loft that relifli 
for diviiie eomcdmaion wtrich once was 
equally the ^ory, the pririlcge, aad the 
f^dity of his natuire. 

. Cluverius -conceives, that this dreadful 

* Maurice*£ Hift. of Hind. vol. i. p. 36^. 
y Aivrnpot avrt ytng 4voXv pgHpoTtfo n 

* Yfp» yap «T«ySflt^oi' tf« tivfarro 
AM«}^a;y uTFiX'^"* ^^* ctBcttariiq Btpecvtvtiv 

^B^iOD. Op, «t Dler. lib. i. n^. 

^vent 
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.i^ECT. event was alluded to in the ftory of Parir- 
!• \ dora. " Eve was firft endowed by God 

« " with conlummate beauty and graceful- 

" nefs ; but afterwards, being feduced by 
*' Satan,^ ihe perfuaded Adam, through the 
" force of her bkndifhmcnts, tb violate the 
," commandment of the Almighty. This 
** circumftance is allegorically dcfcribcdr by 
*' the poets in the fable of Pandora and 
^ Prometheus; That ancient perfonage k 
, " faid to have ftcden fire from heaven, and 
'" to have opened the myfterious box, whicfe 
^^ inundated the world with fin and ml- 
*' fery. . Hope" alone remained at the bot- 
*f torn of the ca{ket> and that hope waa 
^^ChriftV* . V 

m. III. With refpe<^ to the particular form> 

peil^'' which the tempter aflumed when he fe- 
duced oui' firft parents, a traditional re- 
membrance of it has been almoft univer- 
fatly prefervcd. Terror, in many nations, 
operated ip far as to rfiake the ferpent an 
object of worfhip ; but the mythology of 
others rcprefents him as trampled beneath 
. the feet of fbme mighty deliverer, 

* '^ Ceterum nee lapfum primonim *parentmn noftro- 
" ruiri, &c.** Clvvejl. (Serm. Aniiq. p. 225* 

Tht 
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The ftory of the gardrai of the Hcfpe- chap. 
rides has been already noticed ; it will iii. 

therefore at prefent be fufficient to 6b- 

ferve, that a coin of Antoninus Pius is yet 
extant^ whicli bears a lignal atteftation to 
the hiftory of the fall ; Hercules is repre- 
fehted as plucking apples from a tree, 
round the trunk of which a ferpent is ca- 
folded\ 

The mythology of the Greeks, being 
principally borrowed from more ancient 
nations^ contained various rites, with the 
original meaning of which they were to- 
tally unacquainted. Of this nature was 
the feftival in honour of the Grecian Dio- 
ayiiis. The name of that Deity has been 
traced to- the Sanlcrit word Deva-Na- 
, huflia, pronounced in th^ popular dialects 
Deo•Naulh^ and fignifying the God Naufi. 
Now, if we may be allowed to derive that 
term, from C^ni Naafli, a ferpent, the im- 
port pf D^o-Naufli, or Dionyfus, will be 

* Gurtlers Orig. Mundi, p. 9. TJie fame Author gives 
in the preceding page a lingular derivation of the Teutonic, ; 
and it may be added the Englifh word, nahd. *' This 
'* word," fays he, " preferves the memory of our original in- 
" nocencc, for the Hebrew V 3 (nakee) iighifies innocent** 

^ Wilford's Effay on £g}Tt, &c. in Afiat. Ref. vol. iii. 

' ^ the 
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8JECT. tie ferpent deity. The word Naga in the 
I. Sanfcrit a<9:ually.{ignifies tf ^r^e«^^ aad k 
--' { ' ■'■ approaches very nearly in found to the Pu- 
nic Nachafli VTll^ if the PI be pronounced 
ras a guttural. 

That this derivation may not f^eoi too 
fanciful, let us coniidex how far the title 
of the Serpent Deity correfponds witU tlie 
rites in honour of Dionyfus. During thd 
period of the Bacchanalia, his fi*antic vo- 
taries ap^ared like perions diiftradx^d, wildly 
rambling in ev/ery diredion, and clad in the 
films <& 'fawns. Thefe were followed by a 
number of noble virgins, bearing golden 
halkets filled with j^^/, in whicfe, &ys 
.Potter, "<x)niifl:cd the moft myfterious part 
" of the fclemnity." In the foafltets wcane 
placed forpentSy which fometimes crawling 
out, ftruck the bdiolders with ailoniili^ 
toent. In the mean time tke whole mul- 
titude joined in reiterated exclamations of 
the word Evoe^. 



^ 'Wilford'6 Effaj' on Egypt^ &c. in Afijit Ref. vol. iii. 

^ See Potters Grec. Antiq. vol. i. p. 383. alfoGutlerV 
Grig. Mundi, p. 9. This latter Author derives the ternis 
E'uoe^ EfvafmuSf &c. from E^e 5 yet, what appears to be a 
lingular overfight, be omits noticing the ferpents, which 
made fo confpicuous a figure In the ri^tes of Dionyfus. 

The 
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The whole of this remarkable fcftival chap 
appears to be a kind of fcienical reprefenta- m. 

tion of the* fall of our firft parents. Ex • 

eluded from Paradife, and diftrad:ed with 
grief, they were ddoipcd to wander over 
the face of the e^rth in queft of another 
habitation. Like the ancient Bacchanals^ 
they were clad in the fkins of beafts^ their 
native innocence being forfeited, and the 
happinefs, which refiilts from a fenfe of 
friendihip ^with God, being intermingled 
with guilty fear, and anxious diftruft. The* 
remembrance of the fatal fruit, and of the 
malicious tempter, perpetually forced it- 
felf upon their minds, and, through the 
channel of oral tradition, was doubtlefs 
long preferved among their pofterity. As 
the woman firft plucked the apples, and 
afterwards carried, them to her hufbatid ; 
when this circumft^nce came to be mytho- 
logically reprefented, the fruit, which con- 
ftituted the moft myfterious part 'of the 
Dion)rfia, was naturally placed in the hands 
of females, and by them alone borne ir^ 
the facred proceffion. For limilar reafbns, 
the ferpent, which took his ftation near 
the forbidden tree, and there tempted the 
woman to tranigrefs the pfohibition of 
God, was, in the myftic rites of Dionyfus, 

VOL. I. H ciofely 
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SECT, clofely connefted with the fruit, and car- 
I, rkd along with it in the lame golden baf- 

^ - - -" ■ kets, Laftly, in the term Evoe,' which 
refbunded from every mouth during the 
continuance of the feftival, we may trace 
a rpanifeft allufion to the n^me of our un- 
happy / parent, through whofe frailty, fin 
and death firft entered into the world* and 
difturbed the original harmony of univerfol 
nature % 

Pherecydes Syrius ftyles the Prince of 
certain evil fpirits, that contended with 
Saturn, Ophioneus^ or the Serpent Deity ; 
a circumftance, from which Celfus argued, 
that the Mofaical hiftory of the lall was 
borrowed from Pagan traditions^ He is 
however weU anfwered by Origen^ who 
clearly Ihews the great priority of. the era 
of Mofes to that of cither Hcraclitus ot 
Pherecydps^ The objedion therefore of 

« The fame kka may be found in Eufebhs. A^on/cro^ 
M^EJi'oAijf ofyiofyiji Bax;^oa( ^Qa^ayut t*?* Mfo/AflH-MJjr a^oPf^i' «»l 

XvXt;{b»T/? EY AN ixsivnt, ^/ i* J m>M¥n 'm»f7ixo>sii9%a'tf ho* 9 Sap- 

hto'lMiMii, £us]&B. Prsep; Evang. lib. ii. c. 3. 

' Sec the whole paflage in SdlUngflcet s Orig. Sacr. 

CeHus, 
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V 

Celfug, when thus confuted, allowing as chap. 
he does this ftriking filnilarity, ferves only in. 
to confirm the fyftem which is here adopted, ■ " ■ 
and to eftablilh upon a lurer bafis the au- 
thenticity of the Pentateuch, 

It is w.ell obferved by Bp: Stillingfleet, 
that, as Satan firft tempted Eve by a pro- 
mfc of the acquifition of wifdom, fb he 
" was always ambitious to have the wprld 
*^ think, that the knowledge of good and 
" evil was to come by the ferpeht ftill. 
*^ Thence came thfi ufe of ferpents fo niuch . , 
'* in divination ; thence E^PTJ fignifies to di^ . 
*' n)in€, from C?ni a ferpent; and fo amtfng 
*^ the Greeks, oimt^ifr^ot^ is taken in the 
'* fame fenfe, from omvogf a ferpent. So 
" that excellent gloflbgrapher Hefychiws ; 
*' etcavoc, optg* STTiiiKcog yot^ XsysTui stg rag 
" fcavtBiOtg toi/g of^tg 8%ff'Vf ovg rcoci ottavovg eXe- 
^* yov- — ^Thus we fee, how careful the 
** devil was to advance his honour in the 
" world, under that form whercifi he had 
'^"deceived mankind into io much folly and 
" mifery^/^ 

According to Pierius, the ancients thought 

8 Stillingfleet's Orig. Sacr. b. m. c. J, ' 

TL % that 
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SPCT. that deftrudlion, misfortune, and terror, 
I. were fymbolically repreferited by the fer- 

-^-- pent. Hence, at the Delphic oracle, there 

was a ferpent which feemed to challenge 
Apollo to fingle combat, implying, as Plu- 
tarch fuppofed, 'that deftrudion is always 
adverfe to health. By the ferpent Python, 
ilain by Apollo, ibme underftand the force 
and malignity of thofe poiibnous diftem^ 
pers, with which man is frequently forced 
to ftruggle in this ftate of mortal exift- 
ence ; while others conceive it to fignify a 
race of demons, to whom, as Adamantius^ 
informs us, dragons and ferperits perform 
the part of miniftering attendants. In a 
fimilar manner, Diodorus Siculus aflerts, 
that evil is fymbolized by a ferpent twifted 
in ipiral volumes^.' 

^ See Olaus Wormius de Monum. Dan. lib. v. This 
Author, among other pieces of antiquity, mentions a re- 
inarkable golden horn, in the colle6liDn of the King of Den-. 
mark, embellifhed with various hieroglyphics, ' In the firll 
circular compartment is reprefented a naked man, with out- 
flretched hands and feet, deploring, as it were, his own mU 
fery. On both (ides, he is att^icked by. ferpents, the poi- 
fonous teeth of which are diredled againd him. On this 
hieroglyphic the Danifli Antiquarian makes the following 
remark. 

^^ It is impoflible to defcribe human milery, in a more 
5^' appolite manner, than by the foregoing emblem. On one 
" hand, that old' ferpent, the Devil, perpetually annoys man- 

• ; ''kind. 
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The Goths, from whom'fo many mo- chap. 
dem European nations are defcended, fpeak - iri. 
of the ferpent, throughout the whole of ■ 

their mythology, in a very remarkable man- ' 
ner. The evil being ' Loke is faid to pol^ 
fels great perfonal beauty, united vvrith a 
malignant anid ihconftant nature; and is 
defcribcd as furpaffing all creatures in the 
depth of His cunning, and the aiitfulnefs of 
his perfidy. Two of his children, born 
from a demon ftyled The Mcffengcr of ill, 
are Death', and an immenfe Serpent. '^Thc 
*' utiiVerial father difpatched certain of the 
^' Gods to bring thofe children to him. 
** When they were come, ho threw the 
^^ ferpent down to the bottom of the ocean. 

^ kind, by infpiring evil thoughts, by inciting to wicked ac- 
** tionsj^ and by bringing both foul and body into th^ greateft 
" danger** On the other hand, the ferpent ine race of cor- 
" poreal enemies threatens the perfecuting fword, and the 
'' empoifoned chalice. Thus befet on all (ides, the unhappy 
^ figure, ^hich is here reprefented, cannot refrain from im- 
'* ploring affiftancc, and from Ihewing Jbis diftrcfs by every 
" ejjternal action. — I think, therrforc, that by ferpents at- 
" tacl^ing an unarmed man, is indlca,ted the miferable con- 
^ dition bf mortality.'* ' 

A print of the horn accompanies the defcription of it, 
which is given by OHn§ Wormius 5 and, in point of anti- 
quity, it is fuppofcd, by tbe fame Author, to be prior to the 
introdu6lion of Chriftianity into Denmark. 

iOr^pla, 

H 3 '' But 
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SECT. ^' But there the mpnfter waxed fo large, 
I. ^* that he wound himfelf around the whole 

*-- " globe of the earth. Deaths meanwhile, 
" was pretipitated into hell — Here Ihe 
" pofleffes vaft apartments, . ftrongly built, 
** and fonqed \yith grates of iron. Her 
<^ hall is Grief; her table, Fanjine; Hun- 
*' ger, her knife; Delay, her fervant ; Faint- 
*' nefs, her porch ; Sickrtefs and Pain, her 
*^ bed f and her tent, Cuirfing and Howl- 
ing • 

^ In this horribly fublime dbfcription, it is 

impoffible to avoid recognijSng an evident 
tradition of that evil be^ng, who firft 
brought mifery and dcftruftion into the 
world. Loke appears to be a peribnifi- 
cation of pride ; he is reprefented as si 
haughty oppofer of the will of heaven, and 
'Confequ^ntly, in the language of allegory^ 
is- faid, with great propriety, to be the fa- 
ther o£ the infernal ferpent, and of death : 
for pride reduced the once exalted arch- 
angel to his prefent condition, and was the 
primary caufe of death, both .tempqi:,al and 
cternaL The ferpent is catft down to the 
bottom of the ocean, butt he foon encom- 
paiTes the whole world with his enormous 

- k Edda, Fab. xvi. 

volumes. 
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Volumes. Language cannot better dcfcribe chap. 
the fall of the apoilate angel, and his uni- in, 

verfal dominion over man in his natural *- * 

ilate, than this emblematical account. Laft^^ 
\y, death is caft into hell, that abode of 
mifery and defpair, into which, all the pol- 
luted race of Adam were inevitably falling, 
when a gracious mediator interposed be<* 
tween God and man. 

A belief, that the place of punilhment 
is full of ferpents> equally pervades the Go- 
thic, the Perfiani and the Hindoo mytho- 
logies ; nor is it eafy to lay, whence this 
coincidence, refpefting that particular mode 
of torture more than any other, could have 
arifen, e^^cept from fome univerfal, muti- 
lated tradition, that *' the dragon, that old 
" ferpent, which is the devil and Satan,'* 
had been caft into the lake of fire and 
brimftone. 

** There is an abode, remote from the 
" lun," fays the Author of the Volufpa, 
*' the gates of which face the north; an 
*' inceffant Ihowcr of poifon ftreams into 
" it through a thoufand openings, and it is 
" entirely compofed of the bodies of fer- 
'' pents. Through the midft of it flow 
H 4 '' dark 
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SECT. ^' dark torrents, in which are plunged the 
I. ^^ perjured, the affaffin, and the feducer. 

• — — - '^ A black-winged dragon flies inceffantly 
*' around, and devours the bodies of the 
'^ wretched, who are there imprifbned^" 

In a fimilar manner, the Perfians iiip- 
pofed the place ' of torment to be a dark 
and bottomlefs pity full of fcorpions and, 
ferpents, which gnaw and fting the feet of 
the damned. Through it flows a dark 
and fetid ftream, black as pitch, and cold 
as fnow, in which the fouls of the wicked 
are plunged"*. 

The notions of the Hindoos are evi- 

^ Mallet's North. Ant. vol. i. p. ii6. 

™ '^ Et tales funt, qufe in libro Erdavir&ph*ninia cnu- 
f' merantur poenae damflatis irrogandae. Ibi.enim, in ckr 
" pite de Statu Gehenn^e, dicit SorCifti et Adirr-Jezad ei 
*' raonftrafle fupplicia peccatorum, eumque deduxifle ad ri- 
'^ pam nigri fcEtentis fluvii (cujus aqua ut pix, et frigida 
'* ut nix) in qiiem proje^tae fiint miferoram animaeT plo- 
^*^ rantes et deplorabiles. Deinde vifae funt aliae animae in 
*' barathro teriebricofo, ex quo erumpebat fumus, et in quo 
^' erant fcorpiones et ferpentes et fanguifugae pedes mor- 
*' denteg, et diaboli peccatorum animas jadlantes, eafque 
'* pungeates, et lacer^ntes, et vulneranteg, et mordentes, et 
" rodentes, ut canes rodunt ofla. In alio angulo erat anima 
^ capite huniano et corpore fcrpentis, &c." Hyde de Relig. 
Vet, Perf. c. xxxiii. 

dently^ 
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dently derived from tl»B fame fource. In ch;ap; 
their mythology, *' the king of the evij iii. 

" aflbors, or demons, is called the king of • 

** ferpents, of which poilbnous reptiles, 
" folded together in horrible contortions,' 
" their hell, or Naraka, is formed"/* 

IV. Nearly connefted, in many inftances, iv. . 
with thefe tftiditional accounts of the fer- of the pro, 
pent, are tho|fe of fome mighty deliverer, Sk 
fome powerful deity, who was deftined to 
bruife the head of that poifonovs reptile. 

In the Gothic mythology, Thor is re- 
prefented as the firft born of the fupremc 
God, and is ftyled in the EMda, the eideft 
of fons ; he was efteemed *' a middle di- 
^* vinity, a mediator between God and 
" maii^" With regard to his aftions, hfc 
is faid to have wreftled with death, and, in 
the ftruggle, to have been brought upon 
one kneeP; to have bruifed the head of the 
great ferpent with his mace^; and, in- his 
fi^al engagement with that monfter, to 
have beat him to the earth and flain him. 

" MauriceV Hift. of Hind. vol. i. p. 369. 

" Edda, Fab. xi. in the notes. ' . 

P Ibid. Fab. XXV. 

^ Ibid. Fab. xxvii. 

This 
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SECT. This vidory however is nbt obtained hut 
I. at ^he expence bf his own \i(t. *^ Recoil- 

• — — • f^ iTHg back nine fteps, he falls Head upon 
" the fpot, fufibcated with the floods of 
" venom, which the fcrpcnt vomits forth 
** upon him '/* : 

The refemblanCe between this tradition, 
and the original promife, that the fcod of 
the woman fh^uld bruife the ferpent's beady 
but that the ferpent Ihould blruife his hedl» 
is fuffipiently obvious ; to enter ihtp a xnofo 
minute coznpariibn is unneceiTaty. 

Much the fame notion^ we are informed, 
is pwvalfent in the mythology of the Hin- 
doosr T>vo fculpt;ured figures are yet ej^- 
tant in one of their oldefl Pagodas, the 
former of which reprefents Chreelhna, aft 
incarnation of their mediatorial God ViJh- 
nxi, txampling on the frujhed bead of the 
fcrpent ; vehile in the ktter it is fcen en- 
circling the Deity in its folds, and biting 
bk heel^. 

A tradition of a fimilar n,ature appears 



' Edda, Fab. xxxii. 

* Maurice's Hift. of Hlndoflan, vol. iJ. p. ago. 
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to have been familiar to the Chinefe, chap. 

though, like Virgil in his Pollio, they mif- m. 

applied it to the reign of one of their fo- — • — 

vereigns, " At that time/* fays a Chinefc 

HiftoriaB, ^' a celeftial fpirit> puffing about 

" in all dired:ioris, gradually introduced ci- 

" vilization, and foftened the native fero- 

" city of man. This was efFeded the more 

" eafily, fmce the great dragon, which dif- 

" turbed the, whole world, by confounding 

" heaven and earth together, had been llaih. 

** For after his dei^rui6lion, matters wew 

'* arranged, each according to its own pro- 

" per ra»k and dignity;^" 

In {hort^ whether we confult the reli- 
gion of the; Greeks, the Goths, or the 
Hindoosi we every wfeerc mieet with a fort 
of mediatorial deity, isngaged in combat 
with an envenomed ierpent. Hercules and 
Apolk), Thor. and Creelhna, feem all to be 
the fame mythological jierfonage; all to 

* " Dc hujus duels aevo ita Sinenlis hiftoricus loquitur, 
'* Tunc temporis cceleftis fpiritus ubique difcurrens, paula- 
^* tim \irbanos mores induxit, ct abfquc magno labore mor- 
*' tales^ alioqui difciplinae ^rapaces^ ad humanitatem infer- 
'' mavit J praecipue magno illo dracone occifo, qui mun* 
" dum omnem turbavit^ ccelum terrae mifcendo. £o enim 
^* perempto, fuum res quaeqiie gradunl et dignitatem ob« 
" tinuit;* Martinii Hiit. Sin. p. i6. 

be 
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se;ct. be corruptions ^of the grand* primeval de- 
I. daration, '^^ that the feed of the ivor^an 
— ' — — *' fliould bruife the head ef the ferpent.'* 

A few of .thofe traditions of the pro- 
miled Saviour, which are unconnefted with 
,. the hiftory of^ the ferpent^ IhaH now be 
taken into cbnfideration, * 



It is faid; tli^t Zeradulht, or Zoroafler, 
prediAed in the Zendavcfta, * that in the 
latter days would appear a man called 
01haftderbegha> who was deftined to blels 
the earth by the • iDtrodiKftion of juftice 
and religion. That, in his time, would 
likewife appear a iriatignant demon, who 
would oppofe • his plans, and trouble his 
fmpire, for the fpacc of twenty years. 
Thaty afterwards, Ofiderbegh^ would revive 
the praftice of juftice, -put an end- to in- 
juries, and reeftablifli fuch cuftoms as are 
immutable in their nature, '; That kings 
Ihould be obedient to him, and advance 
his affairs ; that the icaufe of true religion 
Ihould flourilh ; that peace and tranquillity 
Ihould prevail ; and difqord and trouble 
ceafe^. : 

^ See the original of this predi6\ion in Hyde de Rel^. 
Vet. Perf. c. xxxi. 

From 
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From whatever fource this lingular 6pi- chap, 
nioa may have originated, the Chriftian is m, 

led almoft involuntarily to compare the ;;: — 

manifeftation of Oflianderbegha, vi^ith the 
firft advent x>{ th^e Meffiah ; and the ap* 
pearance of-Ofiderbegha, with that awful 
day, when the vi<9:oripus Son of God fliall 
defcend from h?aven wuth a Ihout, and 
commence bis triumphant reign of a thbu- 
fand years upon earth. It «may perhaps be 
too preiiimptuous to aflert, that Zeraduflit 
wa5 divinely infpired, when he delivered 
this remarkable prediftion ; yet, even if 
fuch a^ iuppofition Ihould be adopted, it 
will not be totally devoid of precedent in 
the facred volume. The prophecies of Ba- 
laam yet ftand upon record, and prove in- . . 
difputably, that the Almighty was ibme- 
times pleafed to make even Pagan feers 
fublervient to his purpoles, and to ufe 
them as inftruments of revealing his coun- 
fels to mankind- 
According to Abulpharagiu§, th,e Periian 
Legiilator wrote of the advpnt pf the Mef- 
fiah, in terms even more cxprefs, than^ 
thofe contained in the foregoing predi<ftion. 
^' Zeradulht," fays he, /^ the preceptor of 
^^ the.M^gi, taught the Perfians concerning 

'' the 
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SECT. '* the manifeftation of Chrift, and ordwed 

I, " them to bring gifts to .him, in token of 

■ "■ " ■ " their reverence and fubmiffion. He de- 

^ ^^ clared, that in the latter days a pure vir* 

** gin would conceive ; and that, as fbon 
*^ as 'the child was born, a ftar would ap- 
** pear, blazing even at nobn day with tin- 
^^ diminifhed luftrc. You, my fons,'* ex- 
claims the venerable feer, '* will perceive 
" its rifing, befote any Gthe^ nation. As 
^' foon, therefore, as you Ihall behold the 
'* ftar, follow it whitherfoever it ihall lead 
" you ; and adore that myftcrious child^ 
*' ofFerlng your gifts to him with the pro- 
'^ foundeft humility. He is the Almighty 
•^ WaRD, which created the heavens*/' 

There is a clrcumftance, related by Mar- 
tinius in his Hiftory of China> which, if 
authentic, ferves to Ihew, that Confucitis, 
the Lawgiver c^ that immenfe empire, 
had preferved fbme remains of the ancient 
• , belief in the dodrine of a promifed Sa- 

viour; Martinius aflertsF, that a Chincfc 
Philolbpher, who had embraced Chrifti- 
anity, pointed out to him the laft fehtciice 
of the book of Chuncieu, written by Gfefi- 

» Cited bjr Hyde d6 Rclig. Vet. t^erf. c. xx^. 

fucius ; 
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fuciuB; from which it appeared, that he chap. 
had not only forefecn the incarnation of iri» 

the Meffiah, but had mentioned even the ^"*- 

very year in the' Chincfe cycle, when that 
event was to take place. In the thirty-^ 
ninth year of the emperor Lu, the huntf- 
men of that Prince killed, without the 
wejiern gate of the city, a very fcarce ani- 
mal, known to the Chinefe by the name 
of Kilin. A conftant report had always 
prevailed, that, as fcon as that animal made 
its appearance, a hero of great fan<ftity 
would fiiccecd it, who Ihoijld bring glad 
tidings of great joy to all nations. Confu- 
cius having learned thefe circumftances, 
ihed a profusion of tears, and, with a deep 
figh, exclaimed. Already does my do<ftrine 
approach towards its termination, and will 
Ukm be finally diflblved. After this^, he 
wrote nothing nK)re, and even left a work 
unfinilhed, declaring, that his rule of doc- 
trine was at an end, and muft fpeedily give 
pface to that of a true Legiflatof, who 
would caufe wars and tumults to ceafe, 
and to whom all the different fcfts of phi-- 
fofopbers muft yield. 

It is worthy of obfervatibn, that this ani- 
mal is defcribed by the Chinefe, as being 

of 
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SECT* of a remarkably mild and placid diipofitJoit> 
I., infomuch that it hurts no perfbn, not even 
■ thofe who attempt to put it to death. 

And it is yet more remarkable, ,that the 
two words, by which we exprels the idea 
of the Lamb of God, are faid to be equi- 
• yaletit to the Chinefc term Kilin. With 
regard to the year, in which our Saviour 
was born, the converted Philofopher, from 
.whom Martinius received this account, 
conjeftured, that it was known to Con- 
fucius, from the following circumftance* 

' The Chinefe xharaders and name of the 
year, in which the animal was llain, ex- 
a6tly correspond with their cyclical dcfig- 
nation of that, in which the birth of Chrift 
took place. In other words, the Chinefe 

Reckoning by cycles, and calling each year 
in a cycle by a different name, the Kilin 
was flain, and our Saviour bom, in the 
correfponding years of two fucceffivc cy- 
cles. He added, that Confucius wept, from 
an emotion of exceffive joy, becaufe he 
coi;iceived, that the adyent of the ihoft 
Holy One was prefigured by this circum- 
ftance. Laflly, from the death of that 
myflerious animal, he might perhaps have 
conjedured the fufferings of the Mef^ 
fiah; w^ho was led like a lamb to the 

flaughter. 
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flaughter, through th? 'mfiern ^^Kt of Jcr chap. 
ruialemy. m. 



Confucius is fai4 to have ufed thef? 
wcyds, iS/ fam^ Ym Xifn gin, The Holy 
Mskti 55?ifts in the weft. But whether by 
this eKpjr^on he alluded to Chrift, or to 
the High-Frieft of the Jews oa\y, is per- 
haps ^ in^ter of d<»ibt. Hyde adopts the 
latter opinion, and adds, that, about fixty* 
five yeftirs #ftei: tlie birth of our Saviour, 
tbte tb^ Emperor of China, induced partly 
by the words of Confucius, and partly by 
an ^^arition which he faw in a dream, 
ad^ally fent ambaffadors into the vy?ft, tp 
inqpirc after th^t holy perfon, and the holy 
law which he promulged. They advanced 
as far as an iiland in the Red Sea; but not 
venturing to proceed any further, they re- 
tiHTtied, and thus left the matter unde- 
cided^. 

I do not here infift upon the univerfal 
peifiiafion, which prevailed at the iixac of 

y *'*Unum tamen omittere non debeo, quod mihi philo- 
*' fephus quidam Sinenfis, et ille Chriftianus &c." Martin. 
Hift. Sin. p. 149. 

* IDuHalde's China, vol. Hi. p. 35., and Hyde dc* Rclig. 
Vet. Pcrf. c. xxxi. 

VOL. I. I the 
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SECT, the birth of Chrift, that a pcribn was then 
I. abou£ to make his appearance in Judcft, 
'" ._ who fliould obtain the fbvereignty of the 
whole wofld. This notion may be ac- 
counted for, without fuppofing that any 
particular original tlraditidn was extant The 
Jews had been lately concjuered by the 
Romans> and numbers of them were fpread 
. through different; parts of the empire; fo 
that their hopes of the lpeedy.manifeftation 
of fome powerful deliverer might eafily 
have tranfpired. Add to this the exiftence 
of the Septuagint tranflation, which w^as 
probably in the hands of many of the cu- 
rious, and it will not be difiSicult to con- . 
ceive, how fuch a belief became fo pre- 
/ valcnt*. 

4 

V. V V. When the innocence of our firft pa- 

Cam and r /* ' t 1 /* ' i • 

Ahtu rents was forfeited, and fin entered into 



* On this ground, I have omitted noticing th^ cofino- 
goliy of Ovid, and a cofrefponding paffage in the fixth Ec- 
logue of Virgil, when, treating of the Pagan accounts of the 
creation ; and, for a fimilar reafon, I have forborne to cite, 
in the prefent difquifition, the Poll io of the latter Poet. 
That beautiful compofition, and the whole cofmogony of 
Ovid, bear fuch a minute refemblance to the page of Scrip- 
ture, that one cannot avoid iiifpe^ting the ac<}uaintance of 
the Roman poets with the facrcd writings. 

the 
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the world, the evil propenfities of a cor- chap. 
rupt nature fbon began to difplay them- iii. 

fclves. A carelcfs negle(3: of the divine 

ordinances on the part of one of the fbns 
of Adam**, and a devout obfervance of 
them by the other, procured for Abel a 
mark of God's fevour, which was denied 
to Cain. Jealouiy and envy immediately' 
took poffeffion of his foul ; hatred and ma- 
Hce followed ; and murder, even the mur- 
der of a brother, was the refult of thcfe 
banefyl and diabolical paflions. 

In Sanchoniatho's Phenician hiftory, it 
is faid, that the two firft mortals were Pro- 
togonus and Eon, and that the latter of 
thefe found out the way of taking food 
from trees ^ Their immediate dcfcendants 
were Genus and Gcnea, a male and a fe- 
male, who firft began to worfliip the fun, 
deeming that bright luminary the only 
Lord of heaven*^. By Genus, Bp. Cum- 
berland underftands Cain, and by Genea, 

*. Vide infra, b. ii. fcA. ii. c. 2, 

* Since the laUer of thefe perfons is fo particularly men- 
tioned as having firll plucked fruit from trees, Sanchoniatho - 
may perhaps obfcurely allude to the tranfgreffion of our firft 
motheiu 

^ Cumberland's Sanchoniatho> p. 13. . 

I 2i his 
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SECT,, his conibrt. Ih defence of this fuppofition> 
I. he gives feveral reafons ; the principal of 

which are, the coincidence of the re^d:-* 

^ i\'^ places of Cain and Genus in the table 
of defcent, Cain being the fon of Adam, 
and Genus of Protogonus ; ,and the fimi- 
larity of their names. Genus, with the 
Greek termination being dropped^ and the 
G being pronounced hard, approaching very- 
near in point of found to the Hebrew 
Cain ^, Sanchoniatho does not ftotice either 
Abel, or the Hne of Seth ; Mofes, on tht 
contrary, dwells more particularly on that , 
branch, as from it was deifcended Noah, 
the lecond parent of mankind. 

It is a remarkable circufefftahce, that the 
Iroquois, a favage nati-^n o{ America, Ihould 
have accurately preferred a tradition of the 
event now under confideration. They, be- 
lieve, that the firft woman was feduced 
from her obedience to God, and, in coiife* 
quenoe of it, was baniflicd from heaven^ 
She afterwards bore two fons; one of thcfe, 
having armed himfelf with an ofFenfivc 
weapon, attacked and flew the other, whp 
was unable to refift' his fuperioi' force* 

% « Ciimbcrlantd'^ancKomatho, p. 319. 

Other 
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Other children afterwards ifprang from the chap. 
fame woman^ \V ho were the anceftors of in. 
^11 mankind^ 

Jn the fyftcm of the Hindoos, the firft 
Menu is furnamed Swayambhuya, or Son 
of the Self-exiftent ; and it is fuppofed, that 
by him the inftitutes of religious and civil 
duties were delivered to mankind. By his 
wife Sat^rupa he had two fons, who were 
particularly dijlinguifhed^ and three daugh- 
ters. We are not however told in what 
refpeft they were thus diftinguilhed, ex- 
cepting only, that the Deity is laid to have 
defccnded from heaven, to be prefent at a 
facfifipe which was then offered up. The 
(lri(S analogy between this part of the tra- 
. dition, and the facrifice \thich is mentioned 
by Mofes as the caufe of the wrath of 
Gain, 'almoft induces one to imagine, that 
this very defcent of God, upon the burnt 
offering of the fdns of Swayambhuva, was 
the caufe of the two brothers being thuj^ 
dijiinguijhed^* ' ' 

* Moeurs des Sauvages, torn. i. p 43 /cited by Banier. 

8 Sir Wm. Jones on the Chronol. of the Hind, in Afiat. 
Rpf. vol. ii. 

Baxter conje6lures, that the name of the Patriarch Enoch, 
the fevelxth from Adam, was known to the ancient Phry- 
13 g^a^s, , 
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^ECT. VI. The longevity of the ancient Pa- 
I. triarchs is mentioned by a variety of au- 
' thors. Several of thefe, whofe vsrritings 

Longevity ate iiow no loiiger extant, are referred to 
umc^y by Jofephus. iic firft mentions, on the 
authority of Mofes, the great age to which 
men formerly attained, and then adds, *' All 
thofe perfons, whether Greeks or Barba- 
rians, who have written on the fubjeft 
of antiquity, agree with me in this point. 
For Manetho, who wrote an account of 
the Egyptians, and Berolus, who com- 
*^ piled a narrative of the affairs of Chal- 
^1 dea, and Mochus, and Heftieus, and Je- 
^' rome the Egyptian, who wctc the au- 
^' thors of different hiflories of Phcnicia, 
*' all thefe be^r teftimony to my veracity; 



€t 
if 



*C 



gians, and by them communicated to the Greeks. " Quis 
ncfcit Enocham Hebraeis dici Chanoch ? Hujus ctiam me- 
" mori^ durjfle videtur et apud antiquos Phiygas ; ficuti et 
^'. in Graeco proverbio, Tia Kw^uKej de omnium vetuftiflimis. 
** De Cannae^ ^Vl^^?^ ita Zenobjus in Epitome Proverbio- 
*' rum, Tarraei atquc Didymi vetufloram grammaticorum. 

" Xorra xaretitXv<rf4.op aytetyayuv etc^naq sk t« hp» fAtra icuipvut 
" ixtTsvn. H^e^hii ^t o Ju^Sovotoq ^matPy U» r$t Kayr^xv ytXetvca. 
*' Crcdibile eft igitur, et in ore Phjygum fuiffe Enochi Nae- 
" nias, cum gens ifta fit omnium vctuftiffima." Archaeologia, 
vol. i. p. 207. 

"Hefiod 
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" Hdiod likcwife, and Hccateus, and Hel- chap. 
" lanicus, and Acufilaus, and Ephorus, arid iii. 
*^ Nicolaus, relate, that the ancients lived ' 

" a thoufand years^" 

The paffage. of Hefiod, alluded to by 
Jofephus, appears, to be one in his Works 
and Days, in which he defcribes men, dur- 
ing the primitive ages of the world, as 
being only infants, at the age of a hundred 
years'. 

An ancient Gentile tradition of a fimilar 
nature is mentioned by the Roman Poet; 
" After lapetus had brought down fire from 
" the ccleftial manfions, wafting atrophy 
" and a ghaftly . brood of fevers hovered 
" over ^he earth ; and death, though even- 
" tually neceffary, yet once far removed, 
*^ now quickened his footfteps*^." 

According to Couplet, the Chinefe have - • 
precifely the fame idea of the longevity of 
the Patriarchs, who flourilhed previous to 

^ Jofeph. Antiq. Jud. lib. i. c. 3: 

^ AM* lifarot fAcv vati irtoL, wa^a /xtjrt^i xi^i| 

Hesiod. Op. ct Dicr. 1. 150. 
^ HonCarra. Kb.T. Od. 3. 

I 4 the 
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SECT, the deluge. Some of thelc they fuppdfe 
I. to have attained to the age even of eight 

" or ten thottiand years ; a period far furpctff- 

ing that which Scripture affigns to the 
hves of the antediluvians. It is, however, 
moft probable,. that the years here men- 
tioned were only lunar ones ; in .^hich 
cafe the two computations will coincide 
. with a fufBcient degree of accuracy, to 
Ihew whence tbe.Chinefe received their 
tradition. Relying upon this article of his 
national belief, the Emperor Hoam-TIi in 

*: a medical book of which he was the au- 

thor, propofefe. an inquiry into the- caufe, 
why the ancients attained to lb advanced 
an age, compared with that of the mo- 
\. derns^ 

It may here be obleirved, that we can- 
not, with any degree of confiftency, lup- 
pofe the Mofaical years to be lunar ones ; 
for in that cafe, thoic, who attained to fibe 
greateft age, will fall confiderably Ihort of 
what many even in our own days have 
reached. Nor vsdll it be very eafy, iif the 
computation be made by years of fuch a 
defcription, to point out the particular pe- 

^ Couplet Prcf. ad Chronol. Sin. 

riod. 
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nod, when that mode of reckoning is to cha?# 
ceafc.^ The ages of the Patriarchs are re- iii« 
guiarly enumerated, even beyond the days — — 
of Jacob ; and, if lunar years be ftill nfcd,. 
the abfurdity will be evident. In that 
cafe, the old age of Abraham, when his 
fon was born by a fpecial intervention of 
heaven, will amount to fomething more 
than eight folar years. ♦ 

VII. The exiftence of giants feems alfo to vit 
have been well known to profane authors. 
Sanchoniatho mentions, that from Genos, 
or Cain, were defcended " fons of vaft 
'* bulk and height, whofc names were given 
*^ to the mountains on which they firft 
" feized".'* They are further faid to have 
fprung up during an era of univerfal cor- 
ruption, and fliamelefs depravity". Thu^ 
likcwife Heiiod defcribes the race of men, 
ivho lived during the brazen age, as fierce, 
fhong, warlike, and infulting ; fheir hearts 
were of adamant; their corporeal power 
immenfc; and their nervous arms, firmly 
knit to their broad Ihoulders, were itre- 
fifHble^ 

" Cumberland's Sanchoniatho, p. 24. 
• Ibi(L 
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SECT. The traditions ifcfpeAing the attempt of 
1. the giants to fcale heaven, which make fo 

■ "■/ ' confpicuous a figure in the writings of the 
poets, have been thought to allude, perhaps 
tcio exclufively, to the hiftory of BabeL 
That ibme of thefe traditions have an im- 
. mediate reference to the overthrow of the 
Tower, is an undoubted truth; but that 
they all defcribc the fame event, is an af- 
fertion which ought not to be too haftily 
admitted. The ancient mythologjfts, in 
faft, fpeak almoft unanimoully of tJbre^ 
diiFerfcnt and diftinft wars, which took 
• place between the giants and the immor- 
tals. In the firft, Cottus,. Briareus, and 
Oyas were concerned ; in the fecond, the 
Titans ; and in the third, Otus and Ephi- 
altes. With this lawlefs pair, Typhoeus, a 
terrific demon mentioned by Hefiod, ap- 
pears, from the place which he occupies in 
the Theogony, to be clofely conne<Sed } 
apd like them to allude to the events, 
^ which happened in the plains of Shinar. 
But as for the' two jpreceding wars of the 

Hbsiod. Op. ct Diey. 1. 144. 

giants. 
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giants, there is aiingle circumftance, which chap. 
proves decidedly, that they cannot bear any iii, 
relation to the overthrow of Babel. Ovid, " ■ 
who ha3 clofely copied his predeceffor He- 
fiod in his account of the four ages, places 
the impious race, which warred againft the 
Omnipotence of heaven, in a period, npt 
Jidijequent, hut previous to the deluge p. The 
fame obfervation may be extended to the 
treatife of ApoUodorus, as fhall be Ihewn 
at large hereafter, when the fubverfion of- 
Babel is more particularly conficjered. It 
will follow,* therefore, that the , two firft 
wars of the giants cannot have any con- 
nexion with the hiftory of the Cuthites, 
although by the poets they may have been 
frequently confounded with it. They were 
both carried oti before the epoch of the 
flood ; and cohfequently they muft relate 
to the events of an era prior to that awful 
cataftrophe. ' 

P *<■ Neve foret terrls fecurior arduus aether j 
" AiFeAafTe ferunt regnum coelefte Gigantas, ' 
f* Altaque congeflos ftruxifle ad fidera monies." 

Metam. lib. i. 1. iji. 
*' PcEna placet diverfa \ genus naortale fub undis 
" Perdere, et ex omni nimbos demittere coelo." 

Ibid. lib. i. lib. 26c. 

Jofe- 
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SECT- Jofephus, in fome jne^furc, adopt$ the 
1^ fame bypotbefis as that which is her^ ad- 

- ■ - vajgtccd. *^ The angels of God," fays he, 

** cohabiting with vrojpaeo, begot a race 
*' prone to eomn:iit iiguftice^ defpifers of 
*^ that which is good, and inflated with a 
' " vain confidence ift their fuperior ftrcnjgth. 
** The fame actions arc afcribed to them, 
" as the Greeks fuppofe to have been at- 
'* tempted by the giant^*?," Cedrenus, who, 
much more reaibnably than Joiephus, fup- 
pofes that this generation fprung from an 
intercourfc between the fans of Seth and 
the daughters of Cain, aflerts,' though it 
docs not appear from what authority, that 
God deftroyed many of them with fiery 
globes and thunderbolts ; and finding that 
the reft remained incorrigible, fwept them 
away at length with the waters of the de-p 
luge'. This account Angularly agrees with 

^ HoX^oi yap a778^o» Ste, yvfus^t cFvyt,yt,iytmii vQ^vret^ cyw- 
tWT»9 m»\^a^, x»i atottroi vvs^oirrct^ x«&Xv^ ^ol mx vart Tifiv»efiAn 
mrsTroi^via-ik' o^oiie ysif To($ 'Jen yiyumuv TST0^9}<9'd<Xi» ^eto/aivok 
l(p* *EXKkvu9, xch ovToi ifocercn'OTCifu^iMai, JoSEPH. Axitiq. Jud. 
lib. i.e. 5. 

' T&rftfv ex, oX»7»f ptsf ff(fa.t^a.\^ iffvpo^, vrot xifetvvot^ tf^ayo-^fy 

«f$urov; tm^vovx^if tLOLTa.H.Xvo'fAa /xETfi( tavra Tovi wdttra^ ii»~ 
$a?\M(riv Sioj* Cedr. Hiil. Comp. p. 10, 

, " thofe 
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diofe profane traditions which have been chap, 
adduced, and ma,y tend to Ihew, that many . in, 

of the Heathen fables probably refer rather — 

to the antedi}u\dan ^ants^ than to the dif^ 
perfion at Bal^el* 

VIIL I lliall conclude this difquifitKWi, vm. 
with noticing another coincidence, which gen^tlUi 
ttilte between the Pentateuch and feverai AdTiTLi 
records of profane antiquity* Tht number ^°^ 
of genemtions between the creaticm and 
the deluge, including Adam and Noah, in 
whofe days the old world was deftroyed^ 
amotmt^ in the Mo&^cal ^narfiitiv«> pre* 
cifely to ten. In a Similar ^manner San* 
dioniatho, though he makes no mentk>n 
of the flood, and though he appears to giv^ 
the defcent of Cain rather than that of 
Seth, 'ftin «mtoeratcs ten primary genc- 
rations\ 

The Chaldec account, given by Alcx^ 
ander Polyhiftor, Abydenus, and Bcrojfus, 
is yet more decifive and fatisfaftory. Thefc 
ancient authors all agree in reckoning tea 
deiceitts from Aloras to Xifuthrus, in whojfe 
time the deluge took place ; and who con- 

• Ci^mberland's Sanch^n. Pk4i. aod Tabic aijjdnmg. 

fequently^ 
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SECT* fequcntly, for' that reafon> as well as from 
I, a variety of correfponding circumftances, 
■ ■ '■ ' ' which fhall hereafter be noticed, muft t>e 
the fame perfon as the patriarch Noah^ 

The antediluvian hiftory of the Hindoos, 
^ as it has been well obferved> appears to be 
divided into fevefal detached portions iw* 
connefted with each other, owing 'to the 
different points of view in which they, con- 
^ fidered that early period. Yet, in the midft 

of this confufion, the number ten again 
makes its appearance. Ten children of 
Brahmah. are laid to have been contempo- 
raries previous to the era of the deluge^. 
This ^contradiiSion to the Scripture ac- 
count, however, is more apparent than 

votia ffa^hkiuq ApixTht eti tov ^bkutov XiyoiAivoy map avroti Si^ov 
Sfttf tvru^, X. T. A. Syncrlli Chronog. p. 30* 

I " Si0'ou$po$ 67Fi rovroyi' of^rov^ warta^ t%tta% ^«^f»; h%oi^ Ibid. 

p.-38. ^ . 

Tuvtct fAtt Bn^e^ao'ds tfbf^jio't iBr^t,rrG¥ ysno-^eti ffitci^up AXa^^v 

hicci. Ibid. p. ^^, ' 

" Wilford on the Chronolagy of th^ Hindoos; in Afot. 
Ref. vol; Y* -' V 

real. 
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real, and may be reconciled to it, without chap. 
any very great difficulty. Let any perfon iii, 

examine the Mofaical chronology^ and he ■ — 

will find> that the longevity of the Patri- 
archs was fuch as to caufe nearly the whole 
of the ten antediluvian generations to be 
contemporary with each other, during at 
leaft fomc portion of their lives. The fiip- 
pofition wtlU appear in a yet more ftriking 
light, ^ if the computation of the Samaritan 
Pentateuch be confulted. According to 
the chron^ology of . that venerable reUc of 
antiquity, the whole of the ten generations 
were contemporary ; Adam having lived a^ 
confiderable fpace of time after the birth 
of Noah. . This; eircumftance! Mving been 
ftated, the HiridpQs .rejSim'e^tthe fubjeft, 
and view the -ten defcents fucccffively in- 
(bead of .contemporaneoufly. We arc then 
informed, that God; gave two fons to Adi- 
ma, the firft of men, by whom the whole 
earth was , jpeopl^d^. From tili^is Patriarch, 
if we count downwards ten defcents, we 
fliall find, in th^t, place of the g(5nealogy> a 
perfonage denominated Prifhu.' He is l^id 

* Wilford on the Chronology of the Hindoos^ in ACat. , 
Ref. vol. V. ' 

to 
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SECT, to have been a pious prince, and jflcilled in 
I. agricidture; a charafter, which precifely 

■■ agrees with that of Noah.^ It is probable^ 

that Prithu is ^nly a difFcrent appellative 
of the perfon who is otherwife called Saty- 
airrata, and in ivhoie days the deluge hap-^ 
pcned^". 

vThefe are .the principal coincidences, 
which occur between the iacred and pro* 
Sane aocooitts of the antediluvian period. 
Some are certainly of a fiature fo remaarlt- 
able^ th^ it is impoiTible to avoid being 
ibuck with than; and if others appear 
le& jobviouSy thc^ may >be omitted without 
weakening the teftimony of the remamder. 
There :will ftiU fee a fufficient^ degree of 
evidence to prove, that dll ancient iiiftory, 
whether it be iacred, or whether it be 
pro&ne, ttpiifornfily relates the very tana^ 
ia<9s. The feie difference fe, that the one, 
hecdxdk an^^ed, is plain, ifimple, and ui>- 
adomed; i^hile the other has mingled ^a- 
jdkional ab:^dities with real events, and 
has thus weakened its own credibility.. 



' ^ WHford on (thc'Ch«oool9gyt>flhc. Hindoos, in Afiat. 
Ref. vol. V. 

. ^ Scrip- 
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Scriptiife fcrves to explain profane Hiftory, chap. 
and profane Hiftory confirms and demon^ iii, 

ftrates the authenticity of Scripture ; thus r 

even Pagan traditions may be made fub- 
fervient to the caufe of truth, religiop, and 
happinbls. 



VOL. I. K. CH-AP. 
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CHAP. IV. 

PAGAN ACCOUNTS OP THE DELUDE. i:CHAt^ 

DEE account; II. greek account, con- 
firmed BY THE SYRIANS. HI- PERSIAN 

Account, iv. hindoo account, v., Chi- 
nese ACCOUNT. VI. GOTHIC ACCOUNT. 
VII. EGYPTIAN ACCOUNT; COINCIDENCE 
OP THE GERMANS. VIII. AMERICAK AC- 
COUNTS ; I. MECHOACAN. 2. PERUVIAN. 
.3. BRAZILIAN* 4. NICARA^UAN. IX. AU- 
THORS WHO SPEAK OF THE, DELUGE; 
I. THOSE MENTIONED BY JOSEPHJJS. 2. 
MELO. 3; PLATO. 4. DIODORU,S SICULUS. 
5.EPIPHANIUS. 6. ABYDENUS. 7.KIRCHER. 
8. CARTWRIGHT. X. TRADITIONS RE- 
SPECTING THE DOVE AND THE RAINBOW. 
XI. NUMBER OP PERSONS PRESERVED IN 
THE ARK. XII. REPRESENTATION OP THE 
DELUGE ON THE SPHERE. 

Pagan ac- IT IS pcrfeftly agreeable to thofe notions 
Sc deluge, of rctributive juftice, v^hich we have early 
been in the habits of forming, that, while 
mercy is extended to the humble and the 
faithful, a continued feries of refblute wick- 
ednefs, and an habitual contempt of God's 
cpmraandments, Ihould terminate in a fig- 

nal 
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nal example of vengeance upon the iiripc- chap* 
nitent, Exaftly conformable to this idea iv. 

is the Scriptural account of the deluge.-^ ^ 

The old world is faid to have gradually ar- 
rived at fuch a pitch of wickednefs, that 
God deftroyed it by a fupernatural influx 
of waters. One family alone was ex- 
cepted, which, on account of its exemplary 
piety- and jfteady adherence to the caufe of ^ 
religion, was faved from the "general ca- 
lamity. 

If this event ever really happened, it is 
natural to expedl that fome trices of it 
will be found in the recprds of Pagan na- 
tions, as well as in thofe of holy Scripture. ^ 
The magnitude and iingularity of the cir- 
cumftance, if it be indeed agreeable to 
tmth, muft have left fuch an impfeffion 
upon the -minds of the furvivors, as could 
not eafily be eradicated from the traditions 
of their pofterity. A deficiency in the me- 
morials of this awful event, though per- 
haps it might not ferve entirely. to inva- 
lidate its reality, would certainly contribute 
much to "weaken its claim to credibility. 
For it Is fcarcely probable, that the know- 
ledge of fuch a calamity Ihould be utterly 
loft to the reft of the world, and fliould 
K. ^ be 
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SECT, be confined to the documents of the Jew- 
I. ifti nation alone. We find ho.wever> that 

•^ this is by no means the cafe ; a tradition 

of the deluge, in many refpeftis accurately 
coinciding with the Mofaical account of it, 
"has been preferved by moft ancient na- 
tions, 

^^J- L The Chaldeans relate, that in the 

countof the days of Xffuthrus, who, like' Noah, was 
the tenth in defceht from the firfl: created 
man, the cataflrophe of the deluge took 
place. . Purfuant to the commands of the 
Deity, this perlbn conftrufted an immenfe 
veflel, and having fufficiently ftored it with 
provifions of all kinds, he entered into it 
with his wife, his children, and his friends. 
Nor was the brute creation forgotten. A 
fufficient number both of birds and of 
beafts were direded to be preferved amidft 
the impending univerfal'dcftruftion. The 
flood now commenced, and the whole 
woi^ld perilhed beneath its waters. After 
it began to abate, Xifuthrus fent out ibme 
of the birds; which, finding neither food, 
nor refting place, returned immediately to 
the Ihip. In the courfe of a few days, he 
again lent out birds, which netumed' to 
him with their feet befmeared with mud. 

A third 
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A third time he fent them out, and faw chap. 
them no more. From this be conjeftured, ly. 

that the waters had now abated from off ^ 

the face of the earth, and having made an 
aperture in the iide of the veffel, he per- 
ceived himfelf driving towards a mountain; 
where at length difembarking with his wife, 
his daughter, and his pilot, he adored the 
earth, built an altar, and Sacrificed to the 
Gods*. 

With regard to this narrative, it will be 
fufficicnt to obferve, that it is impoflible 
to avoid' believing^ that it relates to the 
fame 'event as that which Mofes defcribes. 
The minute refemblance between the two 
accounts in a variety of particulars, pre- 
cludes air poffibility of doubt refped^ing 
their identity. 

II. The Grecian hiftory of the deluge is n. 
not lefs remarkable, than that of the Chal- account. 
deans ; and its authority is the more un- 
controvertible, as being preferved in the 
page of Lucian, a profeffed fcofFer at all 
religions. The antediluvians, according to 

* Syncel. Chronog. p. 30. Eufcb. traep. Evang. lib. ix. 
Q» 12. ct Jofeph. Ant. Jud. p. 12, 

K 3 this 
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3ECT. this author, arrived by degrees at fuch a 
I. pitch of wickednefs, thiat they became 
»■ ' guilty of every fpecies of injuftice. They 
paid no attention to the obligation of oaths, 
they were rcgardlefs of the rights of hofpi»- 
tality, and Ihew^ed no mercy to their fup- 
pliants. The patience of the Gods was at 
length exhaufted, and a great calamity bc- 
fel them. The earth poured out an abun- 
dance of watjer from the vaft central- abyfs, 
and the rain defcended in torrents from 
the heavens. The rivers foon overflowed 
their banks, and the fea became fwoUen to 
lb tremfendous a degree, that an univerfal 
deluge took place, by which all men were 
deftroyed. Deucalion alone, for the fake 
of his , prudence and his piety, was referved 
to another, generation. In obedience to 
the commands of heaven, he caufed his 
children and his wives to enter into a ca- 
. pacious ark, which he had conftruAed for 
their prefervation, and embarked like wife 
' on board of it himfelf. Immediately fwine, 
. «tnd horfes, and the various Ipecies of lions, 
and ferpents, and all other animals which 
are hrfcd upon the face of the earth, came 
, to him by pairs, and he admitted them all 
intp the ark. There they loft their favage 
natures, and became perfcftly innoxious ;* a 

change 
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change which took place in them by a chap. 
fpccial interpofition of the Deity. . Thu3 ly. 

they all iailed together peaceably ia one 

ark, fo long as (he waters prevailed over 
the furface of the globe**. 



count con- 



The fame Author further adds, that he Greek 
was told at HierapoHs in Syria, that there fi^med^by 
was a chafm in that country once of con- ^^^^y"^"^- 
fiderable dimeniions, through which the 
waters of the flood defcended into the great 
abyfs ; and that Deucalion, upon his fafe 
difembarkation, built an altar, and conie- 
crated a temple to Juno over the chafm. 
The aperture was yet to be feen in his 
days, though at that time only of fmall 
fize; and he relates a ceremony, which 
took place twice every year, in memory of 
the cataftrophe of the 4^1uge. Vqflels full 
of water were fetched from the fea by the 
whole body of the priefthood, aflifted by 
the people of Syria and Arabia ; even the 
inhabitants of the countries beyond the 
Euphrates attended upon this occafion.^^ 
The water being thus brought, was poured 
out upon the floor of the temple, and was 

«m«, X- T. ^. LuciAN. de De^ Syri^. 

K 4 fpeedily 
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SECT, ipeedily loft in the chafm ; which, fmall 
I. as it was, received without difficulty, the 
*- ' largeft quantity of water. The people iup- 
pofed, that this ordinance was appointed 
by Deucalion himfelf, to preferve the me- 
mory of that calamity from* which he had 
been delivered*^. 

With regard to the circumftance of his 
building a temple in. honour of Juno, ra- 
ther than of any other Deity, it will eafily 
be actounted for, if we admit the hypo- 
thefis.of Mr. Bryant ; that the Latin word 
Juno is limply a corruption of the Hebrew 
niv junehy a dove*^. And this fuppofition 
feems to be confirined by the conftant 
attendance of Iris, or the rainbow, upon 
that mythological peyfonage®. In the par- 
ticular 'inftance now under confideration, 
' the hypothefis receives additional ftrength 
fromr the extraordinary veneration, in which 
the dove was held throughout the whole 
city of Hierapolis. While every other fpe- 



ysTo, Kou TO av^Litw l^up xan^i^aTo, x. t.,A. Lucian, dc De^ 
Syri^. '. 

^ Bryant's Anal. vol. n. p. 258. 

« Ibid, vol. ii. p. 345. 






cies 




, 


Digitized by G00gle_ 



HOR^ MOSAICS. . 137 

cvts 6£ birds was eaten without fcruplc, chap. 
the dove alone was exempted on account, iv. 
of the facrednefs which was attributed to- — "— ^-7 
itV Some traces alfo of a remembrance, 
of the calamity once brought upon the 
world by the watery element, may perhaps 
be difcovered in the reverence, which they 
paid to fifties, and in the form of the god- 
defs Derceto^. 

III. :A fimilar belief in an univerfal de- in. 
luge prevailed among fuch of the ancient countT 
Perfians, as profefled to hold their religion 
in its original purity; though fome fefts 
among them denied it entirely, and others 
maintained, that it was only partial, not 
extending beyond a mountain, fituated on 
the confines of Aflyria and Perfia. It is 
faid to have been afferted by Zoroafter, 
that that cataftrophe would never have 
taken place, had it not been owing to the 
wickednefs and diabolical arts of Malcus. 
Whether we are to underftand by this per- 

' Ofn^otq raq fiiv aVido; ciTBotrstf, ITEPISTEPHN ^ /t^awj* ov 
emt^yrcu, aO^at, fx^vn V^i 'tPH. LuciAN. de De^ Syr. 

^ Ae^KETt;; lis ii^o; i* <l>oivix)} i$)]}]0-ae/x^i'> ^Vfi^ (croir* ^^L^trvn 
f*«» yvrrC ro h okoo-ov fix fxrjfWJ' is axfeq wo^aj, »x^t;o5 ov^tj g^7ro» 
TftyiTai. - ' 

I^^Sfa; Xf"'/** *f®' ro/Ai^^J*, K«i^*J7roTe t^^vuv •^^vovct. Ibid. 

fon, 
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SECT, ion, Cairi, the father of apoftafy in the old 
I. world, or whether it ibe only a general 
^' ' name for all his defcendants, as thofe of 

Jacob are often coUedively ftyled Ifrael, it 
is perhaps not material to attempt to de- 
termine. Noah himfelf, according to a 
Perfian Author, dwelt in the mountain, 
from which the waters of the deluge burft 
forth; though, by the fame writer,, an ab- 
furd tradition Is mentioned of the parti- 
cular place from which they proceeded**. 
It appears, however, from the foregoing 
. account, that though the ftream of hiftory 
might be corrupted, yet they concurred 



^ " Veterum Perianim Orthodox! credunt dilnvrum, id- 
*' que fuifle univerfale, et totam terram occup^flc. Scd ut 
*^ varias babent ie6las et opiniones^ de omnibus hilfce rebus^ 
*' a tarn remota antiquitatc pctitie, inter fe fubinde dinen- 
'' tiunt et in fabulationem excurrant. Nam, referente Ibn 
'' Shahna Arabe, in libro dc primis et poftremi^, dantur 
'* aliqul ex Magis qui negant diluvium^-— alii ex Magis ag- 
*' nofcunt diluvium : ied aiunt illud hon fuifie univerfale^ 
" nee tranlivifle ultra jugum montis prope Hulvan 5 quae 
•' eft inter Aflyriae et Perfiae confinia urbs. Ex Zoroaftris 
'^ autem fententia aiunt^ quod non fuiflet diluvium, nee. 
'' mundus fubmerius^ nifi propter intquitatem et diabolica 
^' praeftigia nequiffimi hominis Maleus^^In libro Fharh. 
*' Sur. memoratur mons illuftris, ubi tune habitavit Noah, 
*' cum ex eo erumperet aqua diluvii : et ibidem> Zala-Cu- 
*' pha dicitur fuifle nomen vctulae ex tujus furno aqua di- 
" luvii primo crupit." Hyde de Relig. Vet. Perf, c. x. 

with 
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with moft other nations, in their general- chap. 
belief of fuch an event. iv. 



IV, From Perfia let usf proceed to the iv. 
mighty empire of Hindoftan, and there count^^ 
alfo we Ihall find a minute account of the 
fuhverfion of the old world by the waters 
of an univerlal deluge. In the ancient 
poem of the Bha^vat i$ contained an ac- 
count of a fiood, which deftroyed all man- 
kind, except a pious prince, with feven of 
his attendants and their wives. To tran* 
fcribe the whole narrative would be fuper- 
fluous, as it 15 replete with fabulous cor- 
mptions and additions ; but that part of it, 
which is more immediately applicable to 
the prefent purpofe, is as follows. *^ The 
" demon Hayagriva having purloined the 
-' Vedas from the ci^ftody of Brahpia, while 
" he was repofing at the clofe of the fixth 
" Manwantara, the whole race of men be- 
" came corrupt, except the feven Rifliis 
" and Satyavrata, who then reigned in 
^' Dravira, a maritime region to the fouth 
''of Carnata: this prince was performing 
'* his ablutions in the river Critamala, when 
" Vilhnu appeared to him in the fhape of 
*^ a fmair fifli, and after feveral augmen- 

** tations 
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SECT. ^^ tations of bulk in different waters, was 
I. ^^ placed by Satyavrata in the ocean, where 

*-^ " he thus addreffed his amazed votary : 

^* In feven days, all creatures, who have 
^' offended me, Ihall be deflroyed by a de* 
^^ Ivigc, but thou flialt be fecurcd in a ca- 
^^ pacious vcifel miraculoufly formed : take 
^^ therefore ^1 kinds of medidnal herbs 
" and efculent grain for food, and, to- 
^^ getj^er with the ieren holy men, your 
'VrefpeAive wives, and pairs of all animals^ 
^' enter the arfc without fear; then ihalt 
'^ thou know God face to face, and all thy 
'* queflions fhall be anfw;ered. Saying this, 
'* he diiappeared ; and after feven days, 
" the ocean began to overflow the coafls, 
*^ and the earth to be flooded by coriftant 
" Ihowers, when Satyavrata, meditating on 
'^ the Deity, faw a large velfel moving on 
^' the waters : he entered it, having in all 
^^ refpefts conformed to the inftru6tions of 
' *' Vilhnu; who, in the form of a vafl: filb, 

'' fuffere^i the vefTel to be tied with a great 
" fea-ferpent, as with a cable, to his mea- 
*' furelefs horn. When the deluge had 
*' ceafed, Viflinu flew the demon, and re^ 
** covered the Vedas, inftruded Satyavrata 
*^ in divine knowledge, and appointed him 
^ ; "the 
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" the feventh Menu by the name of Vai- chap* 
" vafwata*." iv. 



The refemblance. of the^ whole of this 
account to that of Mofes is very remark- 
able, particularly in the precife number of 
perfons who are faved. The Hindoos in- 
deed have in Ibme meafure perverted the 
hiftory of the. real ogdoad, by fuppofing it 
to coniift of eight meny and by affigning to 
each perfbn his refpedive conibrt ; yet the 
analogy is fufEciently ftriking to fhow, 
that both narratives have fprung from a 
common fource. Nor is the incarnation 
of the deity Vilhnu, in the peribn of a 
being half man and half fifli, unworthy of 
notice. This Avatar bears fuch an exaft 
fimilarity to the Syrian goddefs Dercet6> 
that it ferves decidedly to confirm the fiip- 
pofition/ that, that idol has an immediate 
' reference to the deluge^. 



^ Sir Wm. Jones on the ChrOnol. of the Hiiid. in Aiiat. 
,.Ktf. vol. ii. An exadl tranilation of the whole paflage of 
the Bhagavat may be found in vol. i. of the Afiat, Ref. in 
a DilTertation on the Gods of Greece, &c. by the fame Au- 
thor. ' ,; ' N 

^ A print of this incarnation may be feen in Maurice's 
Hift. of 6indoftan, vol. i. p. 507. In the print of the third 
incarnation of Vifhnu, in the fame work, vol. i. p. 581. is 
i^eprefented a man fitting upon the Lotos, and near him, in 
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SECT. V. The ancient empire of China next 
I. demands our attention. Notwithftanding 
the jealoufy, with which foreigners are re- 



chinlfe ac- garded throughout the whole of that vaft 
*^^'" monarchy, a certain degree of knowledge 
has been obtained refpeding their religious 
fentiments. A tradition of the deluge, 
though perhaps not fo dear and dccifivc as 
thofe which have been already confidered, 
is neverthelefs difcoverable in the muti- 
lated records which they have preferved* 
Martinius informs us, that the Chinefe 
writers make frequent mention of ^ the 
. flood, though they do not ctiter into the 
caufes which produced it. This deficiency 
led that Author to doubt, whether they 
ipoke of the Noetic flood, or of Ibme other 
deluge peculiar only to the realm of China. 
So far as this, however, he ventures to af- 
fert, that there is no great diflimiHtude be- 
tween the two accounts ; and that in point 
of chronology they nearly coincide-, each 
having taken place about three thoufend 
years before the Chrifliian era. The Chi- 
nefe acknowledge, that, previous to the 
time of Fohi, who from fome correfpond- 



the midft of the waters, a bow> fnanlfefily alluding 'to Noah 
afid the rainbow. 



ing 



Digitized by 



Google 



MORJE MOSAICS. 



H3 



ing circumftanccs appears to be the Noah chap, 
of Scripture, their annals do not deferve ly, . 
the name of well authenticated hiftory^ • r 

There are certain peculiarities, men- 
tioned by the fame Author, refpeding the 
birth of Fohi, the firft Emperor of the 
Chincfe, which feeni, in fome degree at 
leaft, to mark hk identity with Noah. He 
is faid never to have had any father ; but 
as his mother was walking on the bank of 
a lake, (he was fuddenly encompaffcd by a 
rainbow, and having conceived in conifc- 
quence of it^ fhc brought forth Fohi*". 

* '' De diluvio niulta eft apud Sinicos fcriptoris, mcntio t ' 

" de illius. origine caufaque nulla. Quod proinde Noeti<# 
^*cumne fuerit, analiud Sinis peculiare, quale Ogygium 
" olim in Attica, in ThelTalia Dcucalioneiim, nondum li- 
" quet. Illud pro certo cpmpertum, Sinenfem de diluvio 
*' hiftoriam non muUum a Noetico abeflc, quippc quae ter 
" mille circiter anriis vulgarem Chrifti cpocham pfaegre* 
" ditnr. Ante Fohium quidem imperatorem conftituta an- 
'* nalium fuorum initia Sinae ipfi pro fufpedlis habent, ut 
''quae falfa et ridicula quam plurima comple6tantUr/* 
Martin. Hift. Sin. lib. i. p. 12. 

"* " Hunc Fohium e matre abfque patre natum memo- 
'* rant. ' Illam enim forte ad ripatft lacus, a quo Lanthien, 
'* urbs in provincia Xenfi, alluitur, deambulantem, ingens 
'* hominis Veftigium in arena impreflum calcafle, Inde ab 
" iride circumdatam concepifle, in cademque provincia," 
Fohium eriixam efle. Ibid. p. ai. 

The 
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sect; The whole of this is manifeftly a my*- 
i^ thological fable ; yet, if it be divefted of 

■ its allegorical obfcurity, it will be found to 

contain a tolerably accurate defcription of 
what may be called Noah's fecond birth 
into the world. The ark appears "here to 
be pcrfonified under the charafter of a fe- 
male, from whofe fruitful womb, proceeded 
the anceftor of the prefent race of mortals, 
after having been long fhut up in the midft 
of* gloom and darknefs. Fohi was bom 
without having had any father ; fuch alfo 
V was the cafe with Noah in his birth from 
the ark. The mother of the Chinefe prince 
conceived as Ihe was walking on the iarik 
of a lake, being furrounded witfe a rain- 
bow. In a fimilar manner the progeny of 
the ark were not brought forth into the 
world, till their allegorical mother had 
reached ^/ry land; and their re-appearance 
upon earth, after the horrors of the deluge, 
was marked by the aufpicious lymbol of 
the rainbow. Nor are thefe the only points 
of refemblance between thofe two cele- 
brated characters. The Chinefe relate, that 
Fohi bred Jeven different kinds of animals 
. for facrificial purpofes"; and Mofes ac- 

" Le Compte-s Mem; of Ghina^ p. 3 15. 

quaints 
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quaints us, that Noah was direfted to take chap, 
into the ark along with him, clean beafts iv, 
and birds by Jevens, and that, after his de- ■' 
liverance, he iacrificed of them a burnt of- 
fering to the Lord. Laftly, according to 
Martinius, this prince was born in the pro- 
vince of Xenfi or Shenfi*'; which, except- 
ing Sifan, is the moft wefterly, and con- 
fequently the neareft to Mount Ararat, of 
all the diftrifts of China. As for Sifan, 
being iitnated immediately on the fron- 
tiers, it probably might not have been 
added to the empire, at the time when 
the tradition took its prefent form. From 
this circumftance, as Martinius juftly ob- 
ferv^es, it is reafonable to conjefture, that 
the early Chinefe, in the time of their firfl: 
monarch, had migrated from the weft, the 
country in which the ark refted, into their 
prefent fettlements in the eaftP. 

The authors of that nation frequently 
fpeak of two heavens,^ the latter of which 
in point of time fucceeded the former. 

* Hift. Sin. p. 21. ut fupra. 

P " Ex quo conjici poteil, qui primi mortalium apud Si- 
" nas fuere, a regionibus, quae magis ad occidentem ver* 
'' gunt, paullatim ad orientem progreiros." Marti x. Hift. 
Sin. p. 21. 

VOL. I. L From 
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SECT, From the dffcription which they give of 
I, them^ the firft appears to allude to tilie 

ftate of the world before the fall, and the 

fccond to its condkion at the deluge. Dur- 
ing the period o^the firft heaven, " the 
" whole creation enjoyed a ftate of hap- 
. ^' pinefs ; every thing was beautiful, every 
" 'thing was good ; all beings were perfed 
*^ in their kind. In this happy age, heaven 
'"^ and earth employed their virtues jointly, 
/* to embellilh' nature. There was no jar- 
^' ring in the elements, no inclemency in 
** the air ; all things grew without labour ; 
<^ and univerfal fertility prevailed. The 
*' adive and paffive virtues confpired to- 
'f gether, widiout any effort or oppofition, 
" to produce and perfeft the univ^rfe.'' 

In the books, which the Chinefe call 
king, or facred, we meet with the follow- 
ing paflage : 

<' Whilft the firft ftate of heaven. lafted, 
" a pure pleafure and a perfedt tranquil- 
'^ lity reigned over all nature. Thert was 
*' neither labour, nor pain, nor forrow, nor 
** criminality. Nothing made oppofition 
^^ to the vf'iW, of pian." 

The philofophers, who adhered to thefe 
A / I ancient 
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ancient traditions, and particularly Tchou- chap. 
angfe, fay, that, " in the ftate of the firft iv. 

*' heaven, man was united inwardly to the = ^ 

^^ fupreme Reafbn, and that outwardly he 
'^ praftifed all the works of juftice. The 
*^ heart rejoiced in truth, and there was 
" no mixture of falfehood. The four fea* 
" fons of the year lucceeded each other 
" regularly, and without confufion. There 
" were no impetuous winds, nor exceffive 
" rains. The lim and the moon, without 
•' ever being clouded, furniflied a light 
" purer and brighter than at prefent. The 
" five planets kept on their courfe without 
*^ ^ny iniequaUty. There :was nothing which 
" did harm to man, or which fufFered anv 
" hurt from him ; but an univerfal amity 
"and harmony reigned over all nature**." 

Thefe defcriptions manifeftly allude to a 
ftate of priftine innocence, and coincide 
with thofe notions of a golden age, which 
have been fo familiar to the bulk of man- 
kind. On the other hand, the account 
which they give of the fecond heaven 
feems clearly to point out the dreadful 
convulfion, which the world underwent at 

^ Chev. Ramfay on the Mythology of the Fagans* 

L :? /the 
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SECT, the deKige. " The pillars of heaven were 
I. " broken. The earth Ihook to its very 

■' "^ foundations. The heavens funk lower 

" towards the north. The fun, the mooii, 
*' and the ftars, changed their motions. 
'^ The earth fell to pieces ; and the waters 
*^ inclofed within its bofbm burft forth 
*^ with violence, and overflowed it. Mati 
'^ having rebelled againft heaven, the lyf- 
•' tem of the univerfe was totally dilbr- 
/' dercd. The fun was eclipfed, the pla- 
^^ nets altered their courfe, and the grand 
*' harmony of nature was diftu|•bed^" 

This account is, for the moft part, re- 
markably agreeable to that of Mofes. We 
tead in Scripture*, that when the flood took 
place, the windows of heaven were opened, 
and the fountains of the great central abyfs 
were broken up. Out of it proceeded an ^ 
immenfe body of water, which had hi- 
therto been lodged within the bofbiii of 
the earth. There is every reafon indeed 
to think, that the whole was a moft tre- 
mendous fc^ne of uproar atid confuiion; 
the very reverfe of a tranquil and flill in- 
creafe of the waters. The 0tmofpherical 

' Cliev. Ranifaj on the Mythology of the Pagans. , 
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air, forced by a fupcmatural preffure into CHAf. 
the cavity pf the great abyfs, would com- iv. 
pel it to difgorge its contents in the moft ■ 

violent and dreadful cataraAs ; which being 
driven to an immenfe height in the air, 
and thence falling back in torrents, would 
agitate the ocean with a tempeft, of which 
we perhaps can fcarcely form an idea'. 
To thefe laft cotivulfions of an expiring 
world, the Hindoos appear to allude in 
the third incarnation of Vilhnu ; w)ien 
the Soors and the Affoors churn the wa- 
ters of the troubled fea with a huge moun- 
tain \ In Ihort, humanly fpcaking, it feems 
necefary that fome fuch diforder Ihould 
have taken place, in the midft of whicji 
the ark was miraculoufly preferved ; while 
every attempt of the wicked inhabitants of 
the earth to fave themfelves was fruftrated, 
and their veffels either dalhed to pieces, or 
overwhelmed by the violence of the tem- 
peft. 

In the preceding Chinefe account, men- 
tion is rpade of the heavens finking lower 
towards the north than ^what they had 



■ See Catcott on the Deluge, 

' Maurice's Hift. of Hindollan, vol. I p. j8i. 

L 3 been 
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SECT, been previoiis to . the delugp. It is not 
I. improbable, that the. inclination of the axis 

'• — of the earth, by which the diverfity of fea- 

fons is occafioned, may be hinted at in this 
e3;preffion ; as there is forae reafon to 
think', that fuch an alteration a6tually took 
place at the era of the flood. The general 
correfpondence of profane traditions, in the 
opinion, that the earlier ages of the world 
enjoyed a perpetual fpring, and the infe- 
rence, which may be drawn frdm the page 
of Scripture itfelf, both feem to favour this 
fuppoiition. The variety of feafbns, and 
their diiFerehce in point of heat, is men- 
tioned for the firft time immediately after 
the hiftory of the flood ^. Not a word is 
faid, relative to the diflindion between 
winter and -fummer, previous to the nar- 
rative which is given of that awful event. 
The only paflage, which bears the moll 
diftant allulion to any difFerenec of feafbns, 
is contained in the hiftory of the creation. 
" And God faid. Let there be lights in the 
'^ firmament of the heaven, to divide the' 
'* day from the night ; . and let them be 
^* for figns, and for Jea/bns, and for days, 
^^ and for years ^.'^ Seafons indeed are here 

« Gen. viii. 22. • » Gen. i. 14. 

men- 
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mentioned; but there is no reafbn to fup- chap. 
pofe, that the word DnVID, which is thus iv. 
tranflated, is at all equivalent to Jea/bns, " ■ 
when we ufe thfe term to defcribe the dif- 
ferent portions into which the year is# at 
prelcnt divided. According to the analogy 
of derivation, it fimply nieans, \^xed and 
fiated times for the meeting of ajjemblies, 
and does not appear to have the leaft refe- 
rence either to heat or cold. . It is aliliofl 
needlefs tp obferve, that the different af- 
pefts of the moon, and the different alti- 
tudes of the fun in different parts of the 
day, would equally ferve to mark out ftated 
times for affemblies, whether the axis of 
the earth was inclined, or whether it was 
perpendicular to the plane of its orbit. 

Another reafon for fuppofing that fome 
confiderable alteration took place at the 
deluge, may be deduced from the perti- 
nacious adherence of the ancients to the 
year of three hundred and fixty days, till 
long experience had taught them the er- 
roneoufixefs of their calculation. But if 
we admit that luch was really the length 
of the antediluvian year, the predilection of 
the? early poftdiluvians for that particular 
li 4 number. 
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se<:t. number, will eafily )dc accounted for^. It 
I. is far from being improbable, that a confi- 

■■ derable portion of aftronomical knowledge 

was transmitted to the inhabitants of the 
new world, through the medium of Noah 
and his fons. A paffage in Jofephus feems 
to favour the opinion, that the antedilu- 
vians were not deficient in that fci^nce, 
and that they wete anxious to hand it 
down to their pofterity^. Upon this fup- 
pofition, another point of refemblancfc will 
be found betweeti No^h and the Chinefe 
Fohi. That prince is faid tp have been 
deeply ikilled in aftrology, and to have 
underftood the method of defcribing the 
, motions of the heavenly bodies by mathe- 
matical figures \ 

The moral caufe of the deluge is af- 

- figned by the Chinefe in a very ftriking 

manner. *^ All thefe evils arofe,'* fays the 

book Liki,^^ from roan's de^ifing the fu- 

" preme Monarch of the univerfe. He 

' ^^ would needs difpute about truth a^d 

y VideCedren. Cotnp. Hift. p. ii. 
"* Jofeph. Antiq. Jud, lib. i^ p. 9. ed. Hudfon. 
* Martin. Hill. Sin. p. 2a. and Jtoempfer's Japan, p. 145. 

' ^ '' falfe-' 
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*' falfehood, and thcfe diipyte? baniflied th^ c»ap. 
*^ eternal Rcafon. He then fixed his looks jv. 
*^ on terreftrial pbje<9:s, and loved them to » 
^' excefs: hence arofe the paflions. He 
^^ became gradually transformed^ into the 
^^ objeds he loved, and the celeftial Rea- 
" fon entirely abarxdoned him. Such was 
^' the fource of all crimes, and hence ori- 
*^ giixated thofe various n^iieries, which ar.e 
^^ juftly fent by heaven as the pi^ilhment 
*' of widtednefi ^Z* 

VL The fam^ imiverfal tradition of yi. 
the dejftrudion qf the world by the wa- counu 
ters of a deluge, prevailed aroong the an- 
cient Goths. Their belief however in that ' 
event, as it has been already obferved% 
appears to be confounded and blended 
with their notions refpeding the crea- 
tioji. Notwithftanding this circumftance, 
the grand outlines of the diluvian hiftory 
are fufficiently confpicuous. All the fa- 
milies of the giants are drowned in the 
ftreams of blood, which flowed fix)m the 
body of Ymer, excepting one, who efcapcd 
along with his family on board of his bark : 



^ Chey. Rapifay*s Mythology of the Pagans. 
^ Vide fupra, p. 50. 
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SECT* and from him were defccndcd the fuccecd- 
I. ing race of giants^. 



VII. VIL . The account given by Plutarch of 

a(^m? the Egyptian Oliris afibrds fome grounds 
for iniagining, that he alfo is the fame j>cr- 
fon as iJie Scriptural Noah. He is faid to 
have been a hufbandman, a legiflator, and 
a zealous advocate for the w^orfhip of the 
Gods ^; in all w^hich points he corresponds 
with that Patriarch. Typhon confpireA 
againft him, and by a ftratagem prevailed 
upon him to enter into an ark, the top of 
which was immediately clofed by his per- 
fidious enemy. In this fituation be floated 
down the Nile into the fea. The day, 
upon which he entered into the ark, was 
the feventeenth of the mojith Athyr, when 
the fun paffes through the iign of l^or- 
pio^ 

^ Edda, Jab. iv. 

* Oa\giy — xa^ot;^ T# ^tx^mroL, nan tsfjLovg SsjtAcvor ettyrM^, x«j 
Bbov<; ^u^»vtx T</xay. > Plut. de Kid. et Ofir. p. 356. 

ro ffUfjLU, xai xureccMvao'ctvTec €7^og ra /btEyiSo; Xoc^vuxu xceXiir— 
ttarBveyKn» siq 70 ffvytsiroffiov — i^Jpuvlet Tor 0^»^»> x«TitxX»S»jF«i, tw^ 
ci-avwrrecq iTn^^ocfjLQrrai. iTPt^pi^ai ro t/ruiAO., xai— *-c9r» Toy •srola/xoy 

Ktyaa^v sQ^ofAvi ttr^ hxot /xisj^o; Adt^p, ex u Toy orxo^irioy q ^Atq; ht^» 
ucrti^ Ibid*. 
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With regard to this account, it may be chap. 
obferved, that ^Typhon, according to Plu- it. 

tarch, is merely a mythological perfon, ex- '• — -• 

preffive of the Ocean ^. Confequently, the 
tradition fignifies nothing more^, than that 
the charafter denominated Ofiris was in 
danger from the fea ; and that he efcaped 
by entering into an ark. It is not a little 
remarkable, that the day, on which this 
took place^ precifely agrees with that of 
Noah's embarkation, previous to the com- 
mencement of the deluge ^. 

So long as Noah or Ofiris remained con- 
fined within the ark, they might be faid to 
be loft; and upon their emerging, into 
open day, they were confidered as found 
again. . In memory of this event, on the 
nineteenth day of the month, men clad in 
long robes, aflifted the priefts, in bearing 

S Tv^uva, h rvif^oL'KoKTffoi.f, PLUT. de Ifid. et Ofir. p. jf)^. 

^ A flrange ftory is told by Plutarch concerning OfiHs 
and Ifis, which cannot eafily be accounted for, except upon 
a fuppofition fimilar to that which has been already ad-' 
vanced rerpe6ling'the mother of the Chinefe Fohi ; viz. that 
the parent of Oiiris and Ifis, mentioned in the palTage about 
to be cited,, is not a natural, but a mythological ond, even 
the ark^itfelf, within whofe womb, as it were, they were for 
a tin^e confined, la-iv ^& xui Offi^iv t^una^ a^ijXwv, xost tp-^inj 
ytna^ai Kxra yi-r^oj '[krv ^xory a-vmi-on. Ibid. p. 35^* 

the 
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SECT, the iacred cheft down to the fea. The 
I. cheft contained within it a Kttle golden fi- 

" ' ' gure of a boat, into which they poured 
water, while they made the air refound 
with their cries;, that Oiiris was found 
again^ 

The whole of this fuppofition is con- 
firmed by the cuftom, which prevailed 
, ' among the Egyptians, of carrying their 
jeight great gods in the iacred Baris, or ark, 
during their folemn feftiyals^. This num- 
ber, precifely correlponding with that which 
was faved in the ark of l^oah, leaves but 
little room to doubt, how the allufion is to 
be interpreted, 

coinci- Let us now once more revert to the 

(^"^ns. ^ ancient Goths or Germai;?bs, as their coin- 
cidence with the Egyptians, in this myf- 
terious rite, may perhaps be thought to af- 
ford an additional proof of their poffeffing 
fpme obfcvre traditions of the deluge. Ta- 
citus informs us, that part of the Suevi la- 
crificed to Ifis, a ciicumftance which he 

Plut. de Ifid. et Ofir. p. ^66, 
^ Bryant's Anal. vol. iii. p. p. 

w^as 



Digitized by; 



Google 



HORA MOSAlCiE. , 157 

was unable fatisfadofily to account for; cHap^ 
though, from a Ihip's forming the fymbo- iv. 
Heal part of their worlhip, he was induced -f 

to conclude, that that emblem had been 
adopted in memory of their having bor- 
rowed their fuperftition from fome foreign 
country^.. It cannot^ however, be reafbn- 
ably doubted, but that this Ihip was rnerely 
the facred Baris, the perpetual concomi- 
tant of the worlhip of Ifis; and that it 
was uftd by the Germans in the iame 
fenlfe as it was by the Egyptians. There 
is an account alfo given by Tacitus of a 
rite in ufe among the former of thofe na- 
tions, which, from its refemblance in Ibme 
refpe^ls to the Egyptian folemnity in ho- 
nour of the difcovery of Ofiris, may per* 
haps relate to the fdemn proccffion of th^ 
Baris. 

*^ In an ifland in the ocean,'' iays he, 
*^ is a facred grove, and in it a confecrated 
" chariot covered with a garment, which 
*^ the prieft alone can lawfully touch. At 
^^ particular feafons, the goddefs is fuppofed 
'^ to be prefent in this fancluary ; fhe is 
'^ then drawn in her car by heifers with 

' Tacit, de Mor. Gtrm. c. i*. 

^< much 
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SECT. " muck reverence/ and followed by the 
I. " prieft. During this period unbounded 

■ — ^^ feftivity prevails, and all wars are at an 
^^ end, till the prieft reftores the deity to 
^' the temple, iatiated with the conver- 
*^ fation of mortals. Immediately the cha- 
'^ riot, the garments, and even-^the god- 
" defs herfelf,>are plunged into the waters 
^Sof a fecret lake*".'* ' ' ■ - 

Other traces of the deluge, at leaft 
etymological ones, may alfo be found in 
this country. The river Danube, anciently 
written Danali, is fuppofed by an eminent 
Mythologift, to be iimply the river of Noah, 
being compounded of da, ?i Chaldaic par- 
ticle, and the name of that Patriarch. In 
defence of his hypothcfis, he cites Hero- 
dotus and Valerius Flaccus, who both call 
this riVer Noas, omitting the prefix ^ 

If fuch a mode of derivation be allow- 
able, it may be further obferved, that the 
Danube fprings, from the mountain Ab- 
noba% which Cluverius coiijedures the 

^ Tacit, de Mor. Germ. c. xl. 

* Bryant's Anal/vol. ii. p. 339. 

• Tacit, de Mor, Germ. c. i. . , 

Germans 
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Germans themfelves would have called A- chap. 
l)enoweP; a word, that may poffibly b^ iv. 

deduced,, upon the.. fame principle, from-; 

Aben-Noah, ^1i-p^?, thejlone, or mountain , 
oJl<Joah\ ^ , 

VIII. Having now taken a. curfory fur- viii. 
vey of the traditiotis of the eaftern world, aca^no? 
let us next confider thofe of the American 
continent. 

• I. According .to Herrera, the Mecho- 1. 
acans, a people, comparatively Ipeaking, in c^n, 
the neighbourhood of Mexico, were not 
deftitute of fome knowledge of the flood. 
They. had a tradition, t)iat a fingle family 
was formerly preferved in an ark, amidft a 
deluge of waters ; and that, along with 
them, a fufficient number of animals were 
faved to ftock the hew world. During 

P Cluv. Germ. Antiq, p. 710. 

^ The Greek wo^d Nat/j, and its 'Latin derivative l^ams^ 
may both perhaps be ultimately refolved into the name of 
that Patriarch, who built the firft velTcl upon record. - Even 
the Englilh word Jb'ip is poffibly nothing more than Mp^ an 
ancient mythological name of the ark, with the common 
prefix S added to it . Thus Sindus is ufed inftead of Indus,, • 
and Scutbai inftead of Cutbai, In a manner fomewhat fi- 
milar, the Engliih gentile Scot is changed by the French 
inXoEcofe. 

the 
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SECT, the time, that they were Ihut up in the 

I. ark, feveral ravens were fent out, one of 

^ which brought back the branth of a tree*^. 



2. . 5. In a fimilar manner, as we are in- 
formed by Gomara% thfe Peruvians believe, 
that it once rained lb violently, as to de- 
luge all the lower parts of the country. 
In confequence of this, an univerfal de- 
ftruftion of the hijman fpccies took place, 
a few perfons only excepted, who efcaped 
into caves fituated on the tops of the 
mountains. Into thefe elevated retire- 
ments they had pre vioufly conveyed a fuf- 
ficient ftock of proviiions, and a number 
of living animals; left, when thb waters 
abated, the whole race fliould have- be- 
come extinct. As. foon as the rain ceaied, 
they fent out two dogs, which returned 
to therri befmcared with mud and llime. 
Hence they concluded, that the flood had 
not yet fubfided. After a certain interval, 
they fent jout more dogs, which, coming 
back dry, convinced them that the earth 
\vas now habitable. Upon this, they left 

* Herr. Hift. of America, tranflated by Stevens, vol. iii 
p. 250. 

I * Cited by Purch. Pilgrim, b^ Ix, c. 10. 

the 
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the places into which they had retired, and chap. 
be^me the progenitors of the prcfent race i v. 

of men. The number of perfbns, whom — ~ 

they fiippofe to have been thus faved, 
nearly approaches to that mentioned in the 
Mofaical account \ It conlifts of feyen. 
Perhaps it may not be very difficult to 
accoupt for the deficiency of the eighth. 
The original tradition, like that of the 
Hindoos"/ may have been, that a pious 
prince, with fcYQii holy men, were faved 
from the gfeneral, deftruAion which pre- 
vailed around them. In procefs of time, 
the head of this company may have been 
forgotten; and, in that cafe, the exaft 
number feven, comprehending only his fol- 
lowers, would remain. 



BrazUiao. 



5. It is mentioned in a treatife written 3 
by a Portugueze friar% that the Brazilianis 
have likewife preferved a traditional ac- 
count of the deluge. When that event 
took place, all mankind perifhed, one per- 
{(M and his fifter only excepted, who 
efcaped on a Janipata. From this pair the 

^ « Cited by Purch. Pilgrim. K he. c. 8. • 
» Vide fupra, p. 139. 
'^ Cited by Purc^h. Pilgrim, b. ix, c. ](. 

v6l. !• M Brazilians 
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sfecT. Brazilians deduce their origin. Lcrius^irc* 
I. lates, that he was prefent at one (^ theii 

" ■ ' affemblies, when, in a folemn chorus, they 
chanted a kind of requiem to the ibuls of 
their anccftors. In the courie of the ibi^, 
they did not fail to notice the cataibrophcf 
of the deluge ; in which the whole world 
pcrifhed, excepting fome of their proge* 
nitors^ who eicaped by climbing into ht^ 
trees* 

4. 4. Peter Martyr* informs us, that when 

jcwagu- the Spaniards firft difcovcred Nicaragua, 
they attempted to perfuade the prince of 
the country to become a Chriftian. Upon 
this, he immediately inquired^ * whether 
thofe, who profeffed the religion of Jcfmu 
had any knowledge of the flood ; which, 
according to traditiohal accounts received 
from his predeceflbrs, had once covered the 
whole earth,, and had dcftroyed bodi txica 
and beafts. In fliort, all the inhabitaats 
of the vail country of America appear 
more or lefs to be acquainted with this 
awful inftance of Divine juliice*. 

7 Cited by Purch. Fi%nm. b. ix. <y, 5- 
* Ibid. b. viii. c. 14. 
» Ibid. b. ix. c. 8. ' 

.IX. 



Digitized, by 



Google 



HGRiE MOSAIC4E. 163 

IX. i» Jofephus has cpumerated a va- chaf* 
ricty of sncient authors, who concur in af- iv. 

fertino;, that the world had pnce been de- — 

ftroyed by a flood of waters. '' This de- Authoi; 
'' luge," fays he, *' and the ark, is men- ^^^^!t!^ 
*^ tioned by all thofe pe^rfons, who have *"^*^',, 
'' written Barbaric hiftories ; one of whom ^n^dby"" 
*'is Berofus the Chaldean. Speaking of ^°^"p*^^'- 
^' the flood, he gives us the following nar- 
i{ riitivc. It is faid, that in Armenia, upon 
" a 'mountain of the Cordyeans, part of 
^' the {hip is even yet remaining. It is a 
*' cuftom to fcrape from off it fome of the 
^' bitumen, with which it was covered, and 
'* to carry it about the perfon, as a ta- 
*^ Mfman to avert diibrders*; Jerome like- 
*' wife, the Egyptian, who wrote the an- 
f^ rient hiftory of Phenicia ; and Mnafeas ; 
" and many others ; make mention of thefc 
*' events. Nicolaus Damafcenus, in his 
" ninety-fixth book, gives an account of 
" the ftme events, in thefe words. There 
*' is a great mountain in Armenia^ fituated 
" above Minyas, which is called Baris. A 
" report prevails, that, at the time of the 
'^ deluge, many perfons fled here, and wer« 
•^ preferved. One, in particular, was con- 
'* veyed in an ark, to the very fummit of 
M z *' the 
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SECT. ^' the mountain, and a confiderable part of 

1. " that veffel yet remains. He perhaps 
' ' ' " may be the^ man, concerning whom 

'^ Mofes^ the Jewifli lawgiver, wrote**." 

2. %. Melo, a bitter entmy, of the Jews, 
relates, that the perfon, who was iaved 
along with his Ions from the waters of the 
flood, was afterwards driven away from 
Armenia by the natives, and expelled from 
his houfe and poffeflions. Upon this, he 
retired into the mountains of Syria^. 

This teftimony is the more valuable, as 
coming from a prpfefled enemy. However 
Melo may have perverted the trath, enough 
remains to ihow, that, prejudiced as he Was 
againfl the Jewifli nation, he was never- 
thelefs Conftrained to allow the reality of 
fiich an event as the deluge. 

3.^ 3. Plato mentions, th^t an Egyptian 

prieft declared to Solon, that, previous to 
the partial deluges of Ogyges and Deuca- 
lion, an univerfal one had taken place, in 

* Jofeph. Ajitiq. Jud. lib. i. p. la. edit. Hudfon. and 
Zonar. Aijnal. vol. i. p. 19. 

^ Eufcb. Praep. Ev^ng. lib. ix. c, 19. 

which 
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which thfe original conftitution of the earth chap. 
was much afFcfted and confiderablyaltered*^. iv. 

4. Diodorus Siculus varies from Plato in_. 4. 

. X V Diodonifl 

fome degree, by afferting, that the Egyp- sicuius. 
tians maintained the flood of Deucalion to 
have been general^; but this difcrepancy is 
not of iiifficient moment to invalidate the 
pofition, that the Egyptians Jid believe in 
a deluge that was univerfal^ 

5. Epiphanius fays, that in the high ^^^{^^ 
tradl of country in Armenia, called the "'^• 
Gordyean hills, one mountain in parti- 
cular, loftier than the reft, bore in his days 

the name of Lubar, which, in the Arme- 
nian language, fignifies t6e defcending place. 
In all probability, it is the fame hill, which 
Nicolaus Damaicenus calls Baris^.- 

6. Abydenus, after giving an account of ^^^^-^^^ 
the deluge from which "^ Xifuthrus, the 
Chaldean Noah, was faved, concludes with 
afferting, in exaft concurrence with Be- 
rofus, that the ark firft refted in the moun-^ 

^ Plat. Tim. p. 23. i^ 

« Bibl. Hift. lib. u 

^ Vide fupra. Rule II. p. ai. s^nd 30. 

K Epiph. Adv. Haer. lib. i. 

M 3 : tains 
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sfect. tains of Armenia J and that the rehiains bf 
I. the wood, of which it was built^ Were ftill 

*-* ufed by the inhabitants of the country, to 

fufpcnd round their necks as a talifman^* 



7- 
Kircher. 



7. Kircher is of opinion, that the ori- 
ental deity Nefroch Was merely a feprc- 
fentation of the ark of Noah, and that thfc 
perfon ftyled Janus by the weftern nations 
was feated in it; This leems to be con- 
firmed by the derivation, which the Jewifh 
Rabbi give of the word Nefroch; they lup- 
pofc it to be a corruption of Nefra-Noach, 
»mi-fnDi, t&e plank or ark of NmBK If 
this be the cafe, the worihip of Nefroch 
will appear to have a manifeft connexion^ 
With the Baris of Ifis, {x^ highly reverenced 
by the Egvptians. 

The double countenance, with which 
Janus is deKncated, may poflibly allude tp 
the retrofpe<ftive and prdfpedive view of 
the patriarch Noah, into the antediluvian 
and poflxiiluvian worlds. He rfefembles 
him likewife in another refpeft ; the culti- 

* Eufcb. PrBcp. Evang. lib. Ik. c. 12, 
"' ^ Kirch. Panth. cited }^y Beytr id bn ad^it. ^ Sdd. tt^ 
tosSyr. p 325. * 

ration 



Digitized by 



Google 



HOR^ MOSAIC-E. i6f 

vation of the vine, and the ufe of altars chap- 
for the purpole of facrifice, were firft in- iv. 
troduced by that ancient Heity'. His very ■ 

name ieems to have an analogy to that of 
Noah, and is eafily refolvable into Januach, 
m3% the third perfon fingular in the future 
tenie of that verb, which is the root of 
the defcriptive name Noah. If fuch a 
ihode of derivation Ihould appear con- 
(brained^ let it be remembered, that nearly 
the whole of the Grecian mythology, and 
conlequently of the Roman, did not ori- 
ginate with them, but was borrowed from 
the caft; hence it is natural to expe<5t, 
that the names of many of their ancient 
gods Ihould be of foreign extraftion. Th^ 
hymns of OrjAeus abound with titles, ap- 
fdied to the deities invoked by him, which 
cannot be traced up to any Greek radical^ 
and which in all probability are terms of 
ancient devotion, retained long after their 
fignification had been loft. To take a fin- 
gle inftance; there are not many namts, 
which bear more evident marks of a fo- 
reign extra<£lion, than that of Apollo. It 
is in vain to feek any fatisfaftory derivation . 
»{ it frota the Greek language ; but if we 

' f Biyanfs Anal. vol. ii. p. ajj. * 

M 4 have 
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SECT, have recourfe to the oriental dialeds, we 
I. fhall immediately perceive, that it is a 
■« compound word, fignifying father Baal 
the Sun^. Of this deity, Potipherah, the 
father in law of Jofeph, was prieft. He is 
ftyled by Mofes, the Prieft of On*; which 
the LXX. very properly render, the Prieft 
of Heliopolis. In a limilar manner, Balhec, 
or more properly Baal-Beth, was likewifc 
called by the Greeks Heliopolis ; agreeably 
to a cuftom, which we. are told by Plato 
was familiar to his countrymen, of giving 
rather a tranflation of proper names in 
other languages, than the original words 
themfelves"*. 



^ «-. ^ 8. It has been ^ already obferved, that 
the ancient Armenians feem. to have had a 
ftanding tradition, that the Noetical family 
defcended from the ark in their country ; 

k Exprcffed pK-^ya-n^, Ab^Baal-On- 

i Gen. xli. 45. 

™ To ^* tTi fi§»^ flr^ Tov \»7ov ht.i^i^o'eu, fxii wtHiXouu^ euc8^ 
cmi *l^nyMa 0a^a^ii9 atipw otofxtira davfAet^nTt, to yetp «irio» 
»urtt» 'snvataBi, DoXtfir tvira^y tK Tqy avrov «ntnn» xatet^fjfn* 
Qoa^ak/rm 7\oy»i, jkawt^cttofuto^ rn* tw otOf^Mrm hnmfjtwp fv^riff 
Ti Aiyvvltov^ Tovc m^ovi ouiiovf avrayfUf^anaif fK vn* auruf 
fumt fSMTtmKiHOTet^ avroc rt av voXiy ittarw ntf Aa»oi«y^OM/«afof 
iiM^MfJSeuw, tH Tqy n/MTi^ay ayiff fww amy^afiro, Plat. 
Critias. v < 

whence 
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whence they called one particular hill, chap* 
where this tranfaAion was fuppofe'd to iv. 
take place, Bans and Luiar, terms cqui- — '— ^ 
valcnt to the Greek word' apobateriony and 
iignify ing the f^ace of defcent. The modern 
Arnienians, as we are informed by Cart- 
wright", ftill preferVe the fame opinion. 
An abbey of Gregorian monks is fituated 
at the foot of the hill, who pretend, that 
fbme portion of the ark is yet in being, 
though angels prevent any perfbn from ob- 
taining a fight of it. The foundations of 
many buildings arp ftiH vifible upon the 
mountain, fuppofed to have been eredled 
in that fituation by the^firft inhabitants of 
the poftdiluvian world, from a fear, if they 
ventured lower down, of experiencing a 
calamity, fimilar to that from which their 
immediate anceftors had fo recently elcaped* 

. X. <rhe Pagans had a variety of tra- x. 

' r (^ 1 1 1 • 1 t TraditiO!« 

ditions refpeclmg the dove, which they.refpcaing 
generally conneded cither with fome fable and n^ 
concerning the fea, or with ibme ftory re- 
lative to the prophetic powers of that bird. 
Both thefe prevailing notions are cafily ac- 
counted for, if we confider the hiftory of 



■ Cited ki Purcfau PHgrim* b. i. c 6. 



tl^O 
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>«ECT. the dorc of Noah. It flew back to hiht 
I, from off the face of the waters, and thus 

■ a6ted as a kind of augur, by fhewing that 

the earth was not yet habitable. It is well 
. known, that the doye is a^gncd to Ve- 
nus, as a conftant attendant upon her> and 
it fecms to have been done in confideration 
of her charader as Venus Marina, Venus 
tiiing from the waves of the troubled 
ocean. This Venus is ufually reprefented 
encompaiTed with dolphins, and other aqua- 
tic animals y and is even faid, in a time of 
great danger when purfued by Typhon, or 
the fea, to have affumed the ihape of a 
fiiii^* That this deity was diftinguiihed 
from others, who bore the fame name, 
appears from Cicero, who enumerates four 
different goddeflcs, each worfhipped under 
the title of Venus, one of whomipmng 
from the foam of the fea^. jUpon the 
whole, it is fufficieiitly manifeft, that the 
marine deity in queftion forms a part ra- 
ther of the eaftern than of the weftem 
mythology, being in reality no other than . 
the Syrian Atargatis, or Derceto* A mrf- 
culine idol, with mtich the fame appear^ 

• Ovid. Fad. lib^ ii. v. 461. 

t Cicero it Nat^ Deor. lib. iii. €,,23. 

ancc. 
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ancCi terminating in a limilar manner in the chap* 
tail of a fi(h, was worfliipped by the Phi- iv, 

liftincs under the name of Dagon ; who, if 

a late ingenious difquifition tcfpeAing the 
origin of that people be admiffible ^, is in 
ail probability th^ feme with the Indian 
Viftinu incarnate tinder the form of a filh* 
This lad fable is wnirerfally allowed to re- 
late to the deluge ; confequently, it is not 
improbable, that Dagon 'atid Atargatis may 
likewife have the fame allufion. The god- 
dels of beauty rifing from out of the waves 
of the fea, furrounded with inatine ani^ 
mals, and attended by her dove, Icems to 
be no inappofite emblem of the world 
cm^erging, in renovated beauty, from the 
midft of thfc Waters of the deluge, and hav- 
ing the auipicious dove for ks harbinger. 

Llician, in his account of the Syrian 
goddeis, mentions, tJiat there were three 
Iftatues placed in the adytum of the tem^ 
pte, one of Jupiter, another of Julio, and ^ 
third made of gold, and placed between 
th%m, diffimilar to both the others. The 
Adrians called it a iign, or emblem, though 
th^y gave ao account of its origin. Some 

t Wilf(tfd on £g7pt, Afiat. HeC vol m. 

indeed 
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SECT* indeed fuppofed it to be an image of DicK 
I. nyfus, others of Deucalion, and others again 

■ of Semiramis. From a circumfliance con- 

nefted with it, and which appears to ex- 
plain the reafon of its being called a Jlg^f 
or emblem, it was in' all probability a reprc- 
fentation of Deucalion, the Noah of Scrip- 
ture. Upon the top of its head was perch-- 
cd a golden figure of a dove, which twice 
in the year was brought to the iea fide; to 
be prelent at the carrying of 'that watcr^ 
' ' which in memory of the deluge was poured 
down the chafm in the midft of the tem«* 
pie'. 

Plutarch, in his treatife upon the fagi- 
city of animals, lays, that *^ the mytholo- 
^ gifts maintain, that a dove was fent by 
" Deucalion out of the ark, which, when 
^' it returned to him, Ihewed that the ftorm 
" was not yet abated ; but when he l^w it 

^ t» fAtcu it AfAfortpuv, IfHixt (oap09 «^o j(fva't^9i y^afjM'rcia't 
eO^sOiffi |oa}-o«0-( mxiXoi^— -]ea^icT«/ h dufxiffiot |ta» vir* avrup Ao'av* 
fim'^b^ Ti anofjia ihot avru iSirro, ct^X* »^f ytHCioiavrv irtfh km 
nhos Xiyuo-t* KM IH9 o( /xfy c; Atovvcro^ oMot ^i if LiVKet>^uML, o» 
h I? Ztf4,tp»fju9 etyea-t* Ket% yec^ ^n ofv tin rvi xopv^ji avm, vspm^ 
XfVMni s^erijxfi-— aro^fww ^ its Uara irtoe 15 ^a>^eLaau9, c; «op- 
hf Ttf «woi> vla]^, LuciAN. de Dea Syr. c. xxxiii. 

Vide fuprap. 135- 

no 
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"no more, he concluded that the Iky was chap. 
*' become ferene again *. " iv. 



The Sicilian medals of Janus, who from 
this, as well as from other circumftances, 
fcems to have been a copy of the fcriptu- 
ral Noah, had on one fide the double coun-^ 
tenance of the deity, and on the reverfe '^ 
dove bearing a branch in its mouth *. 

With regard to the oracular powers of 
the dove, there is a curious narrative given 
by Herodotus, of two black pigeons having 
taken their flight from Egyptian Thebes, 
one of which went to Libya, and the other 
to Dodona. As foon as the latter arrived 
at the place of its deftination, it perched 
upon a beech tree, and pronounced with a 
human voice, that an oracle ,of Jupiter 
ought to be there eftablifhed". The E- 
gyptian account of the fame circumftance 
explains thcfe doves to be two prieftefTes, 
who were the founder? ofthofe two ora- 



9 0< fJLSP tip /At;So^p7ot to; Af ixaAM^in fciffi vi^tn^av ik, ^«^l'aKOf 
apnfA.titrii ^nXuiA'Ct ytft&cti ^etf/Mvof fxtv icu ifct^Av hfofuntv, tvohas 
h anavccffM, Plut. de Solert. Anim. p. 968. 

' See a print in Bryant's Anal. vol. ii, p. ^^69. 

« Herod. Hift. lib. ii. 

cles. 
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SECT. des. It has been fuppoCcd ^ that bo^h the 
I. Egyptian and the Grecian Thebes w^ere £> 

denominated from , T&eia mn an ari, on 

account of the prevalence of thofp rites 
ivhich reipe6led the Baris. If this hypothe- 
sis be adopted, the reaibn will then be evi- 
dent, why oracular perfons proceeding from 
TAeia, the very place where the liiac fi|- 
perflition principally douriAied> ihoi^d tny^ 
thologically be ftyled doves. 

Perhaps one of the mo^l fignal gentile 
atteftations to the truth of the Mofakal 
account of the deluge, is a coin ftruck at 
Apamea in the reigil of Philip the elder, 
on the reverfe of which is reprefentcd a 
kind of Square cheii boating upon the wa- 
ters. A man and a woman are i^dvtocing 
out of it upon dry land, while two other 
perfons remain within. A dove bearing 
an olive brahch is fluttering above it, and 
another bird, poflibly a raven, is, perched 
upon its roof. In one of ^ the pannels of 
the cheft is the word Noe in Greek cha- 
rafters ^ 



* By Mr. Biyant. 

y See a print of it In Bryant^ Anal. vol. ii. p. 230. 
The opioion that this medal relates to .the deluge had in* 

deed 
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There is a paflage in the Thcogony of chaf. 
Hefiod rcfpcAing the rainbow, which is iv. 

not unworthy of notice. Iris, the daughter — 

of Thaumas, is defcribed as hovering over 
the bsoad furface of the ocean ; and is laid 
to be the mcffenger of Jupiter, whenever 
he is about to take a iblemn oath by the 
waters of Styx ^. 

If we may be allowed to fuppofe Thau« 
mas a word not of Grecian, but of oriental 
extra6tion, we IhaH immediately perceive 
the propriety of the poet's defcription ; and 
be led to &e the* connexion between the 
rainbow perfonified tmder the charader of 
Iris, and the deluge. The daughter of 
Thaum Dinn*, the vaft central abyis, 
w^hich, when diilodged from its proper fi- 
tuation, principally occafloned the catai- 

dood been contiovetted by Mt. Banington^ Vk.Comhe, wdt 

others, though perhaps with vciy little reafon* 

Ovnror' t^s xat Hiatoq f# oSayarotrtv ofvirof, 

ZiVi it Ti If if nrsfA^t diiir fjuymv ifn^t vnutai*^ 

Hem CD. Thcojgon. i. 779. 
^ The n being pronouticcd like the Frci\ch e^ which feentf 
1^ be the vanvcdkl pronunciation of that letter, the Engliik 
alone differing from the reft of the world* ' 

lirophe 
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SECT, ftrophc of the flood, is faid to hover over 
I. the broad lurfacc of the ocean. It is need- 

•— lefs to mention the natural caufe of the 

phenomenon of the rainbow ; it is fuffi- 
cient to fay, that at the time when it was 
firft made a figp to Noah, the drops^ of rain, 
of which it confiftcd, n>ufl have been ex- 
haled from the waters of the retirfng abyfs. 
Hence Iris, with the moft exad propriety, is 
faid to have be6n the daughter of ThSum, 
^, if the Gieciail termination be added, of 
Thaumas^; and her primary appearance, 
aver the fta, is precifely luch as it muft 
. have been to Noah. She is furthei faid, 
always to have fbme connexion with the 
oath of that deity, whom the Greeks vct 
nerated as fupreme ; and the oath is repro- 
Kented jis having a reference to certain wa- 
ters, ftyled thofe of Styx, or hatred- The 
whole of this tradition will appear in a 
more ftriking light, if we confider the Mo^ 
faical account of the rainbow. 

*^ God fpake unto Noah,. ?ind to his fons 

^ If Thaumas be coniidcred as a compound wordj Tbaum- 
as W\^-^C3y^r\ the abyfs andfire^ the accuracy of this allegory 
tvill be yet more confpicuous ; the rainbow, or Iris, being 
formed by the reflexion of the rays of the fun from the drops 
of falling rain. 

^' with. 
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*' with him, laying. And I, behold I eftab- chap. 
*^ lilh my covenant with you, and with iv. 
" your feed after you, and with every liv- * 

" ing creature that is with you; of the 
*' fowl, of the cattle, and of every bead of 
*' the earth with you ; from all that go out 
" of the ark, to every beaft of the earth. 
" And I will eftablifli my covenant with 
" you ; neither Ihall all fleih be cut off any 
" more by the waters of a flood ; neither 
" fliall there any more be a flood to deflroy 
'' the earth, . And God faid. This is the 
*^ token of the covenant which I make be- 
" tween me^ and you, and every living 
*^ creature that is with you, for pei;petual 
" generations. I do itt my bow in the 
^' cloud ; and it fliall be for a token of a 
*' covenant between me and the earth. 
** And it fliall come to pals, when I bring 
'* a cloiid over the earth, that the bow 
"Ihall be feen in the cloud: and I will 
" remember my covenant, which is be- 
*' tween me and you, and every living 
'* creature of all flelh ; and the waters 
*' Ihall no more become a flood to dcftroy 
'' all flelh. , And the bow Ihall be in the 
** cloud ; and I will look upon it, that I 
" may remember th^ evcrlafting covenant 
VOL. I. N "' between 
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SECT. *^ between God and every living creature 
I. ." of all flcfti that is upon the earth.*' " 



Upon the whole we find, that both in 
the infpired hiftory, and in the profane tra- 
dition, the Supreme Being is uniformly re- 
prefemted, as making the rainbow the iign 
of his oath. The waters of hatred, lb ce- 
lebrated in ancient mythology, and con- 
neAed in fo peculiar a manner with the 
. oath of Jupiter, and the fign of the rain- 
bow, naturally lead the mind to the waters 
of the deluge; thofe waters, by which 
God, in fo eminent a manner, teftified his 
hatred and abhorrence of fin. '* God faw 
*^ that the wickednefs of man was great in 
•* the earth, and that every imagination of 
*' the thoughts of his heart was only evil 
*' continually. And. it repented the Lord 
*'^ that he had made, man on ithe earth, and 
^^ it grieved him at his heart. And the 
*^ Lord faid, I will deftroy man whom I 
" have created *^.'* 



XI. XI. The number of perfons faved in the 

pcrfonspre.ark, amouutiug precifely to 6ight, has been 
thHrk." already noticed more than once, in the courfe 

•» Gen. ix. 8. c Gen, vi. 5. 

of 
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of the prefcnt inquiry; much therefore does chap. 
not remain to be laid upon that liibjeft. The i v. 

celebrated Ogdoas of the Egyptians, conlift 

ing of eight perfons failing together in the 
facred Baris, was not entirely unknown to 
other ancient nations. Among the Chinefe, 
the hieroglyphical charader, by which they 
exprefled a Ihip, confifted of a boat, a 
mouth, and the number eight. Two of 
thele charafters, the eight and the mouth, 
added to that by which water is defignated, 
prelented to their minds the idea of a pro^ 
fperous vcyage^. 

The mountain in Armenia, upon which 
the ark refted, was not only called Baris 
by the inhabitants, but likewife Thama- 
;iim, or eight ; and the city built at its 
foot, and the country around it, bore the 
iame name ; thus inconteftibly proving the 
accuracy of the Mofaical account®. 



XII. I Ihall conclude this difquifition xii. 

Reprcfcnta- 
tion of the 
^ Bryant's Anal. vol. iii. p, 9. deluge on 

• Ibid. Xenocrates may perhaps have derived his eight ^ ^ 

deities from the. fame fource. He fiippofed them to be 

regents of the heavenly bodies 5 a notion caiily accounted 

for, when we recollcdt the frequent union of Sabianifm and 

hero-worftiip in the ancient fyftems of mythology. Ci- 

CER. de nat. Dcor. lib. i, c. 13* 

N i3 A^'ith 
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SECT, with noticing the lingular manner in which 
I. the hiftory cf the deluge feems to be pour- 

trayed on the Ibuthern hemifphere of the 

celeftial globe. The greateft part of this 
divifion of the fphere is occupied with ya- 
" rious aquatic animals ; and water is repre- 
fcnted as ftreaming upon it in almoft every 
diredion. In the midft of the w^es ap- 

• pears a Ihip, called by the Greeks indeed 

Argo, according to their ufiial cuftom of 
adapting the traditions of other nations to 
their own hiftory ; but which moft proba- 
bly was originally delineated by a more 
ancient people, upon a more ancient' ^here. 
Near the fhip is a dove, which feems ' to 
be flying towards it; and at a fmall diftance 
from it is a raven, perched upon the back 
of the fea ferpent. In this laft group is 
delineated a cup, proper for iacrificial liba- 
tions. Farther on, as if he had lately left 
the Ihip, is the figure of the centaur, fo 
much celebrated in Grcfcian ftory : he is 
piercing with his lance fbme kind of ani- 
mal, which by modern aftronomers is cafl- 
ed a wolf, and bearing it to an altar, the 
fmqke of which afccnds towards a triangle ^ 

The identity of Noah and the ancient 

« 

' See Maurice's Hift, of Hind. vol. 1. p. 544. ^ 

centaur 
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centaur fcems to be fufficiently eftabliflied. chap/ 

To ufe the words of an eminent Analyft, iv. 

" It is faid of the Patriarch, after the dc- p 

'♦ luge, that heWame naiNn E^^K, a man 

" of the earth, or hufbandman. This cir- 

^* cumftance was religioufly recorded in all 

^* the ancient hiftories of Egypt ; and it 

" was upon this accoimt, I imagine, that 

^^ the ox; fo ufeful in hulbandry, was made 

*' an emblem of the Patriarch. , Hence we 

^* find many pieces of ancient Iculpturc, 

^* upon which is to be fcen the ox's head, 

*' with the Egyptian modius between his 

^* horns, relative to the circumftances of 

*' this biftory K"' 

The very name of Centaur ** is a ma- 
nifeft allufion to Ibme perfon, who was 
Skilled in hufbandry. Chiron, the primi- 
tive centaur, is faid to have been bom of a 
cloud, and Xo have been intimately con- 
neded with the Argonautic voyagers ; hav-^ 
ing inftrudled them in the fcicnce of aftro- 
nomy, and having contrived a fphere for 
their ufe '. All thefe circumftances accord 
with the hiftory of Noah ; and the mytho* 

t Biyant's Anal. vol. ii. p. 417. 

^ A goader of oxen. 

I Brjrant'a Anal. vol. ii. p. 477. 

N 3 logical 
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. SECT, logical birth of the centaur forcibly reminds 

I. us of the fecond birth of the Patriarcht his 

■ delcent from the ark, liirrounded, as it had 

been during the prevalence of the deluge, 

with fogs and clouds. 

The account, which is given of the 
Ihip Argo, will ferve as an additional 
key to the hiftory delineated upon the 
fphere. We are informed by Eratofthe- 
nes'^, " that the afterifm of the Argo in 
" the heavens was there placed by Divine 
*' wifdom ; for the Argo was the firft fliip 
*^ that was ever built: it was moreover 
*' built in the moll early times, or at the 
*^ very beginning ; and was an oracular 
^' veffel. It was the firft Ihip that ven- 
" tured upon the feas, whidh before had 
^' never been paffed : and it was placed in 
*^ the heavens as a fign and emblem for 
*' thofe who were to come after." Plu- 
tarch^ is yet more exprels; he afferts, 
*' that the conftellation, which the Greeks 
*^ called the Argo, was a reprefentation of 
, *' the facred Ihip of Ofiris." Hence it ap- 
pears, that the Argo was in fad: the Egyp- 
tian Baris, which contained their celebrated 

^ Cited by Bryant, /Anal. vol. ii. p. 495. * Ibid. 

Ogdoas, 
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Ogdoas, and which was clearly a repre- cHAt. 
fehtation pf the ark of Noah, containing iv, 
within it diat Ogdoas, ' from which the ^-^-^^^ 
whole poftdxluvian world was afterwards 
peopled. ^^ 

That part of the piAure, which to a 
Chriftian is the moft ftriking, is the afcent 
of the fmoke from the altar, towards the 
figure of a triangle \ a circumftance, fromc 
which one can fcarcely help concluding, 
that the framers of that fphere had ibme 
obfcure notions of the doctrine of the Tri- 
nity : but concerning this, let each perfon 
judge as appears to himfelf moft probable. 

From the evidences, which have been 
adduced, it is liifficiently clear, that the 
hiftory of the deluge was by no means nil- 
known to the heathens ; but that, for the 
moft part, their traditions bear a ftriking 
refemblance to the Molaical account of 
that event. This fubjeft has been fre- 
quently handled before by a variety of au- 
thors, fo that it cannot be faid entirely to 
poffeft the charms of novelty. The defign 
of the prefent difquifition has. been to 
compref^ into fmall compafs, and to bring 
together into one point of view, thofe va- 

N 4 ^ rious 
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SECT, ribus traditions, which are the moft con- 
1. fcnant with the page of Scnpture. By the 

!i ^ ' whole thus combined, the moral certainty 
of the Mofaical hiftory of the flood appears 
Jp be eftablilhed on a bafis fufficiently finn 
to bid defiance to the cavils of Icepticifm. 
Let the ingenuity of unbelief firft account 
iatisfadorily for this univerfal agreement of 
the pagan world ; and flie may then, with 
a greater degree of plaufibility, impeach the 
truth of the fcriptural narrative pf the de- 
luge. 



lP-^*»- "yj^ ..tikiA'i -^ ll i ^^^7, 
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e H A P. V. 

PAGAN ACCOUNTS OP THE PERIOD AFTER 
THE DELUGE. I. TRADITIONS RESPECT-s 
ING NOAH AND HIS THREE SONS ; I. SA-. 
TURN. 2. TARGITAUS. 3. MANNUS, 4. SA-r 
TYAVARMAN. II. THE TOWER OP BABEL| 
I. THE SIBYL MENTIONED BY JOSEPHUS. 
a. ABYDBNUS PROM EUSEBIUS. 3. ALEX* 
ANDER POLYHJSTOR FROM SYNCELLUS, 
4* APOLLODORUS. 5. HOMER. 6. HESIOD. 
7. NIMROD. 8. HINDOO ACCOUNT. III. SO- 
DOM AND GOMORRHA. IV. ABRAHAM; 
I. MENTIONED BY BEROSUS, HECATEUS, 
AND NICOLAUS DAMASCENUS. 2. EUPO* 
XEMUS. 3. ARTAPANUS^ 4. MELO. 5. THE 
KORAN, V. ISAAC. VI. JACOB. VII. JO- 
SEPH. VIII. MOSES. IX. THE PASSAGE 
7HROUGH THE RED SEA. CONCLUSION. 

IN confidering the events which took Pagan ac- 

1 n»i /*iii counts of 

place poftenor to the era of the deluge, a the period 
certain degree of caution is neceffary to be dciugc. 
ufed ; in order to avoid the imputation of 
difcovering coincidences between facred and 
profane hiftory, which never exifted, fave in 
the imagination alone. It appears highly- 
probable, that the Gentile world might 

have 
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SECT, have fomc knowledge of the poftdiluvian 
I. events mentioned in Scripture, down to a 

■i certain period: but we have very little 

caufe. to fuppofe, that they were much 
acquainted with the internal Hate of the 
kingdom of Ifrael, after it was finally efta- 
bliihed in the land of Paldline. The rca- 
fon is obvious : while the greateft part of 
the tranfa<3:ions detailed in the other hif- 
torical books of Scripture concern merely 
the Ifraelites> and the petty kingdoms fi- 
tuated immediately upon their frontiers ; 
thofe, which are related in the Pentateuch, 
and which approach nearer to the time of 
the deluge, affect, more or lefs, the an- 
ccftors of all nations. 

During the early ages, when a fmall 
portion only of the globe was inhabited, 
and when a wandering pafloral life was fa 
frequent throughout the Eaft ; the know- 
ledge of any fa6l would be more eafily and 
more generally difFufed, and a traditional 
remembrance of the /ame events vsrould be 
carried into countries widely feparated from 
each other. This ftate of things ceafed 
fbon after the Ifraelites became eftablilhcd 
in the promifed land, and had been gra- 
duajly undergping a confiderable change 

during 
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during fbme time antecedent to that pe- chap. 
riod. Such a circumftance, added to the v. 
feclufion of the chofen people of God from ■■ 

the reft of mankind, is fufficient to deftroy 
all probability ot certain ethnical fables 
being derived from fimilar events, which 
happened during the exijlence of Ifrael as a 
nation. The channel, through which tra- 
ditions of Noah and his more immediate 
delcendants may have been derived to the 
Gentiles, is eafily pointed out : but it will 
perhaps be no eaiy matter to enforce a ra- 
tional conviction,, that the facrifice of Iphi- 
genia was borrowed from the hiftory of 
Jephthah's daughter ; or that the Scrip- 
tural Sampfbn ^as the prototype of the 
Grecian Hercules. The caufe of truth fre- 
quently iiiffers no lefs from the ill-judged 
zeal of friends, than from the mifrepre- 
fentations of profefled enemies. To re- 
folvc every Pagan tradition into fome cor- 
relponding Scriptural event, is the height 
of folly and credulity : but, to deny all re- 
femblance and all connexion between fa- 
cred and profane antiquity, is more nearly* 
allied to a blind and indifcriminatc fcep- 
ticifm, than to a difpaffionate fearch after 
hiftorical veracity. The truth in this, as 
in mpft other cafes, is equally removed 

fron^ 
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SECT, from the two extremes : and we may per- 
I. haps venture to aflert in general terms, 

■<■■ - ■ that, as it is natural to expeft coincidences 
between the Mofaical and Gentile accounts 
of the earlier poftdiluvian ages' ; fo, after- 
ivards, either none are to be found, or if 
they be difcovered> that we poffefs no cer- 
tainty of their being any thing more^^than 
mere accidental refemblances»>" 

This rule indeed is not entirely without 
exceptions* Events have fbmetimes oc- 
, curred, even in fubfequent ages, of to re- 
markable a nature, that they appear almoft 
irrefiftibly to have attradled the notice of 
the Heathen world. Some remembrance of 
the fun's (landing ftill in the days of Jo- 
Ihua fcems to have been preferved in fe- 
veral different quarters of the globe. It is 
faid, that, in th^ days of Yaus, the ieyenth 
Emperor of China, the fun did not fet for 
the fpace of ten days, infomuch thgit a 
conflagration of the whole world was ex- 
pecfted*. Martinius compares this ^event 
with the ftory of Phaethcm, which may 
poflibly have an allufion of a fimilar- na- 
ture ; and Herodotus was informed by tha 

I Mart.Hift Sin. p. $^i 
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, Digitized by 



Google 



HOR/E MOSAICiE. 189 

priefts of Egypt, that, during the courfe of chap. 
their aftronomical obfervations, the fun hjad v* 

four times varied from his ufual courfe, — -* 

having twice rifcn in the Weft, and twice 
let in the Eaft^. Whether this account 
fnay not poflibly have a double reference, 
both to the miracle which took place in^ 
the days of Jolhua, and to the fun's" going' 
back ten degrees upon the dial-plate of 
Ahaz, may perhaps admit of ibme degree 
of conjecture. 

'*. 

The conqueft of the land of Canaan 
feems to be another event, which was par- 
tially at leaft known to the Gentiles. Wh^n 
Jolhua had lubdued that country, many 
of its inhabitants, if the teftimony of Suidaa 
and Procopius may be depended upon, fled 
into Africa, and erefted. columns, ftill ex* 
tant in the days of thofe authors, bearing 
the following inlcription; *^ We. are C^- 
" naanites, who have been driven from our 
" native land by the robbct Jolhua ^" 

Under this clafs. may alio be arranged 



^ Herod, lib. ii.c. 14a. 

« Suid. Lex. vojt X«v»«f*.et Procop. de Bello Vandal, 
lib. ii. c. 10. 

the 
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SECT, the narrative of Herodotus relpefting king 
I. Sennacherib; which, however difguifed and 

— -^ perverted by the Greek Hiftorian, too nearly 

coincides with the * Scriptural account of 
the defeat of that prince, to leave any.juft 
grounds for doubting their original iden* 
tity**, Notwithftanding thefe exceptions 
however, it may ftill be afferted in general 
terms, that we are not to exped: any fre- 
quency or certainty of coincidence between 
the traditions of Paganifm, and the hiftory 
of the children of IfraCT liibfequent to the 
death of Mofes. 



I. I.. As fuch evident traces of the Scrip- 

Traditions > 1 1 1 . , 

reipeaing tural accouut of the deluge tfccur m the 

his three rccords of almoft every Pagan nation, fo 

the hiftory of the Patriarch, who efcaped 

from its waters, being neceflarily conneded 

with that event, is likewife accurately pre- 

ferved. We have already feen him de- 

fcribed under the various names of Xi- 

futhrus, Deucalion, and Satyavrata ; each 

of whom was faved from deftruftion, in 

a manner ftriftly refembling the pre- 

fervation of Noah. Other traditions, how- 



d Herod. Hlfl. lib. ii. c. 141. See alfo I'rideatix's Con- 
nexion. 

ever. 
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ever, refpeding the Patriarch and his three chap, 
fons are extant, in which as no direct: men- v. 

tion is made of the cataftrophe of the de ^— 

luge, they will properly come under conii- 
deratlon in this divifion of the iubjecft. 



I . There are fo many points of refem- 
blancc between Noah, and the ancient 
deity, Saturn, that one > can fcarcely avoid 
concluding them to be one and the fame 
perfon. In the Theogony of Heiiod, Sa- 
turn is faid to be. the fbn of the heaven 
and of the earth, while the Ocean is* af- 
iigned to him as a brother*: but Plato in- 
timates that a/I the Gods (and confequcntly 
Saturn muft be included) were Iprung from 
the Ocean and Tethys^ Whichever of 
thefe genealogies be adopted, it is remark- 
able, that the Ocean bears a confpicuous 
part in the tradition : and, if we confider 
it as an alluiion to the deluge, it will be 
feen, with how much propriety the ancient 
mythologifts reprefented all their deities, 
as bearing fome relation to it. The pe- 
culiar iymbol of Saturn was a Ihip, in 
which he is faid to have efcaped into 



« Theog. V. 126, 137, 
' Plat. Cratylus^p. 276- 



Italy : 



Satain« 
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SECT, Italy ^: but this emblem, like the Boris of- 
I. Egypt^ moft probably related to a nobler 

•*-- voyage, and to a more wonderful efcape ; 

when an incorrigible world was cut ofF in 
the midft of' their wickednefs, and when 
the church of God was confined within 
the narrow limits of the ark. 'Saturn is 
like wife ufually repfefented with a fcythc 
in his hand ; and is celebrated as a {kilful 
hufbandman, and as the firft planter of 
vineyards. In all thefe re^edls his cha* 
ra<5ler fufficiently agrees with that of Noah. 

• One circUmftarice indeed is mentioned 
in his hiftory, the unw:orthy treatnient, 
that his father Coelus, or the Heavens, ex- 
perienced from him, which perhaps it may 
not be quite fo eafy to reconcile with the 
Scriptural account of* Noah^. Neverthelefi, 
if it be taken, in an allegorical fenfc, the 
awful event of the deluge may perhaps 

» " Cauflk ratis fuferefl^ I'hufcUm fatc-venit in amnem 
*' Ante pererrato falcifcr orbe Deus. - 



"At bona pofteritas pupplm lervavit in aercf. 
** Hofpitis adventuili tcftificata Dei." 

Ovid. Faft. lib. i. v. 333. 

EffffVfAttuff vi^%ff6, Hesipd* Theog^ t.. i8o. 

. fuf. 
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fufiiciently explain it. Obedient to the chap. 
command of the Almighty, the waters, v. 
gradually rifing from the central abyfs, en- ■ ' ' 
croached upon the ancient limits of the 
material heaven, or the atmofphere, and 
thus curtailed it of its former extent*. 
Hence we are informed, in the metapho- 
rical language of Hefiod, that it was the 
cart^, which brought this calamity upon 
the heavens^. 

The very appellation of Saturntis feems 
to point out the perfon, who was vene- 
rated under the name of that deity. Like 
the titles of the other moft ancient Gods 
of Greece and Rome, we muft feek for 
the origin of his name, not rn the weftern, 
but in the caftern langviages. It will there 
be found, that mi-ninp Satur-Nuh lite- 
rally fignifics, the bidden Noabj thus deno- 
minated from his having been concealed 
in the ark amidft the ravages of the de- 

« I Venture to fay, curtailed it, in the drift philofophical 
fenfe of the Word 5 as will fufficiently appear to any one> 
who has confulted Catcotfs Theory refpefting the caufcs of 
the deluge> one of the principal of which he fuppofes to be, 
k portion of the atmofphere forced into the central abyfs, 
and expelling its waters to the furface of the globti. 

^ Theog. V. 159. etdcinceps* 

VOL I. O lugp. 
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SECT. luge. The dermtion of his Greek name 
I. Cronus is not very diffimilar : in the title 

of mj-pp Crori-Nuh, the horned NoaJb, we 

. immediately . recognize that ulual lymbol 
of the Patriarch, the agricultural ox^ This 
etymology is confirnped by ApoUophanes, 
who, according to Fulgentius, maintains, 
that the iignification of Saturnus is either 
Nus the holy one, or'Nus the hujbandman ; 
thus clearly ftiewing, that the former part 
of the word is merely an epithet, and that 
the laft lyllable iVi/j is alone the proper 
• name of the deity '". 

In exadt conforniity with the triple ofF- 
fpring of Noah, three fons are llkewife af- 
figned to Saturn. One of thefe precifely 
reiembles Ham in name; and in point of 
criminality there is not much diffimilarity 
between them. Pgypt is denominated in 
Scripture the land of Ham ; from that 
fruitful parent fprung all the manifold po- 
lytheifm of Greece and Rome; and the 
claflical Jupiter was there worlhipped un- 

' Vid« fupra, p. t8i. 

^ '* ApoUophanes vero in Epico carmine fcriblt Satur- 
" num quafi facrum Not;» > aut Satorem Not;>." FuloeK, 
Mythol. lib. i.e. 2, cited by Davis in his edit, of Cicero de 
Nat. Deor. 

der 
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dtt the name of Hammon^. In a frag- chap* 
ment of Orpheus prefdrved by Porphyry, v. 

Saturn is defcribed as being intoxicated at 

the time, when Hammon was guilty of 
his abominable wickedriefs ; fo exaftly has 
the remembrance of the crime of Ham 
been preferved in the Gentile world**. In 
allufion probably to the fame events one 
of the laws of Saturn is faid to have been, 
*' ne quis deos nudos inlpune conteiii- 
'^ pleturP," that no one 'ftiould be per- 
mitted to behold the deities naked with 
impunity^. 

» Pure Sabiaiiifm appears to have been tJ^e mofl: ancient 
idolatry ; . but in procels of time deified mortals were lup- 
pofed to be the regents of the heavenly bodies/ and were 
worftiipped conjundlly with them. Ham, from his Egyp- 
tian name, pK-CDn, Ham-On, feems to have been adored 
in union with the Sun, as Nimrod was elevated to the con- 
flellation of Orion. Cedreni Hift. Comp. fol. 14. 

^ptp j!XsAito< [Ai^veiy xoti CKOTwrah; uq aw ot»tf, nou vTryof— 

JEpyoft0-iy /AcdvovTft lAt^ffcraunf s^iSofJSuv, 
AvriKot fxiy ^viffo r * 
'o xai weca^u K^oyo;, xai ^eSsk ExT£/AyiT^i, uq Ov^etvo;, OrPH. 
Fragm. p. 403. edit. Gefner. / ' 

P Beyeri Addit. ad Seld. de Dis Syr. p. 337. ^ 
'i From foftie obfcure remembrance of the prophetical 
curfe of Neah, the ancients may perhaps have derived their 
belief in the infallible accomplifhrtient of a paternal impre- 
cation. See CEdip. Colon. V. 1435, Bee. 

o !2i Bochart 
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SECT- Bochart produces no lefs than fourteen 
I. different points of refemblance between 

r Noah and Saturn, from which he ftrongly 

argues their identity ': and Orpheus, in his 
hymn to that deity, gives him a variety of 
titles, which do not appear to be applicable 
. to any perfbn, except the fecond proge- 
nitor of mankind. He is there ftyled, the 
deftroyer and the renewer of all things; 
the father of the (prefent) age, who in- 
habits (in the perfbns of his defcendants) 
every part of the world ; and the original 
parent of all generations*. From thefc tef- 
timonies it appears more than probable, 
that the Pagan Saturn was a deification of 
^ the Scriptural Noah ; and that in the three 

fons of the one may be found the triple 
offspring of the other. 

1. 2. The notion, of fome one of the mofl 

ancient of the Gods having three fons, was 
not confined to the polilhed nations of 
Greece and Rome^ The Scythians, ac- 

^ Geog. Sacra, p. i. 



*0; yensn Kara marroc ixtfn xoa/xoto, ysva^^K* 

Orph. Hymiv ad Saturn, p. 204. edit. Gcfner. 

cording 
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cording to Herodotus, afcribed this num- chap. 
ber to their tutelary deity and luppofcd v. 

anceftor Targitaus. The names of his off- -^ — 

ipring were Lipoxais, Arpoxais^ and Co- 
laxais. In their days, a plough, a yoke, 
an ax, and a goblet, all formed of gold, 
fell from heaven. The two firft of the 
brethren, attempting to take them up, 
were fcorchcd by a flame of fire,, which 
fuddcnly burft forth. The youngcft made 
the laft eflay, and having received no in- 
jury, was acknowledged, by the two elder^ 
as their fuperior*^ 

In this tradition, the inftruments of huf- 
bandry, and the golden cup, may poffibly 
allude to the well known charafter of 
Noah, a man of the earth, and a planter 
of vineyards : while, in the fuperiority of 
the younger brother over the two elder, 
we are led to recognize the ufurpation and 
tyranny of the line of Ham, in the perfbn 
of Nimrod, the founder of the firft great 
monarchy. 

It may here be obferved, that it is ra- ^ 
ther a fmgular circumftance, that our ex- 
pounders of the prophecies Ihould lb per- 

* Herod. Hift. lib. iv. c. 5. ' 

o 3 tinacioufly 
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SECT, tinacioufly defcribe the four great empires, 
I. as being uniformly Mn the line either of 
Shem, or of Japhet, and never in that 
of Ham^. Thb fuppofition is manifeftly 
adopted, with a view to fhew the accom- 
pliftiment of the prophetic curfe of Noah : 
but, in reality, that curfe fimply dooms 
the defcendants of Canaan to flavery ; and 
it was accurately fulfilled in the fubju- 
gation of their country by the Ifraelites, 
when fiich of them as were fpared were 
made hewers of wood and driw^s of water. 
With regard to the other defcendants of 
Ham, they appear to have been wifer in 
their generation, than the children either 
of Shem, or of Japhet ; and to them we 
undoubtedly owe the rudiments of all the • 
fine arts\ As for the four great empires, 
the firft or Babylonian was clearly founded 
by Nimrod, after he had expelled or re- 
duced to flavery the fans of Shem, who 
were originally fettled in that country. 
The fecond may poffibly have been veftcd 
' in the line of Shem, though even that point 
is far from being fatisfadlorily eftabliflied : 



^ See Mede's Works, p. 213. and Newton's Diflertations, 
¥oh L p. 23. * 

* Bryant's Anal, vol, iii, paflim. 

but 
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but the third or the Grecian, if any credit chap. 
be due to hiftory, was . ere<fted not by the v. 

dcfccndants of Japhet, but by thofe of-* ' 

Ham. Greece might probably have been 
firfl peopled by Japhet; but thofe abori- 
gines were foon conquered, and either ex- 
tirpated, or incorporated with a totally dif- 
ferent race. It is impoffible to derive the 
later Greeks, fo celebrated to this day for 
their proficiency in the ^arts and fciences, 
from the line of Japhet, unlefs we contra- 
di6l the whole tenor of hiftory. Diodorus 
Siculus afferts, that fome of the original 
leaders of the Athenians were Egyptians>'; 
and that the Athenians themfejves were a 
colony from Sais in Egypt^. Herodotus 
Ipeaks in a fimilar manner of the Dorians*; 
and Paulanias gives the fame account of 
the Megareans ^. Lelex alfo, the father or 
leader of the Leleges, came from Egypt ^. 
The Peloponnefus was for the moft part ' 
peopled by Dorians; and fhe Leleges efta- 
blifhed themfelves in Megara. In fliort, 
the moft celebrated leaders of the Grecian 

y Diod. Sic. lib. i. p; 25. 

* Ibid. p. 24. ^ • 

* Herod, lib. vi. c. 54. 
^ Paufan. lib. i. p. 95. 
5 Ibid. p. 106. 

Q ^ colo- 
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SECT, colonies, fuch as Danaus^ Ereftheus, Ce- 
I. crops, Cadmus, and Phcnix, all came from 

' Egypt ^. Hetice it is manifeft, that the 

Greeks were, ftriAly fpeaking,,an Egyptian 
nation, and confequently not the defend- 
ants of Japhet, but of Ham ^. 



Mannus. 



3. ^* To return from this disreffion, the 
Germans, in a manner fimilar to the an- 
cient Scythians, venerated Tuifto, who, ac- 
cording to their traditions, was fprung from 
the earth, and along with him his fon 
Mannus. Thefe they fuppofed to have 
been the anceftors of their nation. To 
Mannus, the fecond of their deities^ they 
attributed three fons-. 

In the perfon of Tuifto we clearly re- 
cognize the primitive father of mankind, 
formed by the hand of God from the duft 
pf the earth ; and Mannus is no lefs evi- 



^ Herod, lib. 11. c. 91. — Diod. Sic. lib. i. p. 25. — ^Joh. 
Tzetzes Chil. V. Hill, xviii. p. 91. — Suidas.— Diod. Sic. 
lil). V. p. 329. — Syncell. p. I j8. 

* I am indebted for ^he above mafs of citations to Bryant 
on the Plagues of Egypt, p. 2. See alfo Diflertation Lit6- 
raire &:c. par Schmidt, Archaeologia, vol. i. p. 238. and 
Allwood's Liter. Antiq. of Greece. 

^ Tacit de Mor. Germ. c. ii. 



dently 
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dently the patriarch Noah* The circtim- CHAP* 
(lance of his having three fons, and the v, 

etymology of his name, both contributte to * 

ftrengthen this fuppolition. Mannus or 

Mannu is, in all probability, the fame as 

the Menes of Lydia ^, the Menu of India, 

and the Menes of Egypt ^; it may perhaps 

even be added, that the, Cretan Minos is 

only another mode of defignating the fame 

ancient perfonage. All of thefe' appear to 

be merely various methods of writing one 

name ; vsrhich has exactly the fame import, 

whether it be finriply exprefled mi Nuh, 

or whether the participial be prefixed to 

it, thus forming the word mJD Menuh\ 

The reafon, why fo many ancient princes 

are defignated by nearly the fame name, is 

iimply this. Every nation, that extends the 

lift of its imaginary king^ or demigods to 

the flood, muft neceflarily place at the 

head of its chronology the patriarch Noah, 

the ' true Menuh or comforter of Scrips 

ture^. 

8 Herod, lib. i. c. 94. 

^ Herod, lib. ii. c. 4. . ' 

» Mr. Bryant choofes rather to derive Minos and Mnevis 
from Meen-Nuh, Noah lunaris. See his Anal. v. ii. p. 418. 
See alfo Sir Wm. Jones's Pref. to the Inft. of Menu. 

^ It is not impoflible, that the fame ancient title may cnr 
ter into the compofition even'of the word Minerva. This 

deity 
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SECT. 4. But tlic the moft remarkable attefta- 
I, tion, to the truth of the Mofaical hiftorjr 

— of the Patriarch and his three fons, remains 

satyatar- yct to be adduced. The following paffagc 

•"^^ is affertcd by a late eminent linguift, to be 

a literal tranflation from the Padma-Pu- 

ran, one of the ancient books of the Hia- 

dus. 

" To Satyavarman, that fovereign of the 

" whole earth, were born three fons ; the 

, " eldeft Sherma ; then C'harma ; and 



deity is univedkUy reprefented as the goddefs of wifdon?, 
and the invent refs and patronefs of the arts and fcienccs. 
With regard to her mythological defcent, fhe was confidered 
By the Africans, who inhabited the banks of the Tritonis, 
to be the daughter of that lake, and the marine deity Nep- 
tune. In prpcefs of time a quarrel took place between Mi- 
nerva and her imaginary father j in this emergency,, iht 
placed herfelf under thl^prote6lion of Jupiter, and was thus 
preferved from the wrath of t-he ruler of the ocean. Herod, 
lib. iv. c. 180. Hence Ihe is defcribed by Lucan as making 
lier fitfl: terreftrial appearance on th« banks of the lake Tri^ 
tonis, and furveying herfelf in the clear mirror of its waters. 
Pharfal. lib. ix. v. 350. Nor does mere difference of fex 
invalidate the fuppofition, that the J/rican Minerva may 
have fome reference to Noah. The emblematical compound 
deity, fo common throughout the eail, and who^ is generally 
allowed to be a- reprefentation of the Patriarch Noah, was 
indifferently worfhipped under Ihe male and female names 
of Dagon, and Atargatis. Xhc whole of this however is of- 
fered as a mere conje6\ure. 

** thirdly 
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*^ thirdly Jyapeti by name. They were chap, 
*^ all men of good morals, excellent in vir- v, 
^' tue and virtuous deeds, fkilled in the ' 

" ufe of weapons to ftrike with or to be 
** thrown ; brave men, eager for vidory in 
^* battle. But Satyavarman, being conti- 
nually delighted with devout meditation, 
and feeing his fons fifc for dominion, laid 
upon them the burden of government, 
'' whilft he remained honouring and fatif- 
'^ fying the gods, and priefti^, and kine* 
'* One day, by the aft of deftiny, the 
" king, having drunk mead, became fenfe- 
*' lefs, and lay afleep naked : then was he 
" feen by C'harma, and by him were his 
** two brothers called, to whom he fald, 
*' What noyv has befallen ? In what ftatc 
** is this our fire ? By thofe two was he 
*^ hidden with clothes, and called t© his 
*^ fenfes again and again. Having recover- s 
*' ed his intelleft, and perfedly knowing 
*' what had paffed, he curfed C'harnia, 
" faying, Thou Ihalt be the fervant of 
" lervant5 ; and, fince thou waft a laugher 
*^ in their prelence, from laughter Ihalt 
'* thou acquire a name* Then he gave to 
** Sherma the wide domain ^on the fouth 
'* of the fnowy mountains, and to Jyapeti 
** he gave all on the north of the fpowy 

*' moun- 
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SECT, " mountains ; but he, by the power of 
, I. ^^ religious contemplation^ attained fupremc 
. ^blifsV 

It is faid, that, in the vulgar dialed 6f 
Hindoftan, C'harma and Sherma arc ufo- 
ally pronounced Cham, and Shem"*; fo 
that, with a flight alteration in the word 
Jyapeti, we have the names of the three 
ions of Noah here preferved, exa<ftly as 
they are recorded in the page of Scrip- 
ture. 

Sir William Jones, fpeaking of this won-^ 
derful tradition, juftly remarks, that it 
^ moil clearly proves, that the Satyavrata, 
*' or Satyavarman of the Purans, was the 
" fame perfonage with the Noah of Scrip- 
*' ture ; nor can it be with reafon inferred, 
•^ from the identity of the ftories, that the 
*^ divine legiflator borrowed any part of 
" his work from the Egyptians : he was 
*^* deeply verfed, no doubt, in all their 
" learning, fuch as it was ; but he wrote 
*' what he knew to be truth itfclf, inde- 
'^ pcndently of their tales, in which truth 

* Aiiat. Ref. vbl, iii. p. 2^2. oft. edit. 
» Ibid. p. 67. 

I ^' wa# 
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^' was blended with fables ; and their age chap. 
** was not lb remote from the days of the v. 

*^ patriarch, but that every occurrence in 

^' his life might naturally have been pre- 
** ferved by traditions from father to 
<^fonV' 

II. Some remembrance alfo of the n. 
events, which took place at Bab^l, ieemsofBabeL 
to have been very generally preferved in 
the heathen world ; indeed it is natural to 
exped, that fuch might be the cafe, fince 
the difperfed builders qf the tower would 
in all probability difFufe, wherever they 
went, the knowledge of their hiftory, 

I • Jofephus cites a declaration of one of »: 
the Sibyls to the foUowine; efFed;. " When itjcntioncd 

1% r ^ ^ by Jofc 

*^ all men tpoke one common language, ph«s. 
^^ fbme of them built a moft lofty tower, 
'^ as if with an intention of fcaling hea- 
^* ven : but the Gods, fending a violent 
'' wind, overthrew it, and gave a different 
'^ mode of fpeaking to each perlbn ; foi? 
^^ which reafon the city was called Baby 
-MonV* 

^ Afiat. Ref. vol. iii. p. 264. oft. edit* 
T«» K«i SiCt/A^a, X. <r. A. Joseph. Ant. Jud. lib. i. c. 4. 

j3. Much 
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SECT. 5. Much the fame hiftory is giveii by 

I. Abydenus, , *^ Some |!)erfons, fays he, re- 

^ - *' late that the firft men, who fprung from 

Abydcnus " the caith, relying upon their great bodily 

from Eufc ,, ^j^^^g^j^^ and attempting to acquire a 

" power fuperior even to that of the im- 
" mortals, buiit a tower of an immenfe 
'* height, in the place where Babylon is 
^ *' now fituated. When its top had nearly 
" reached the heavens, the winds, affifting 
** the Gods, overturned the immenfe fabric 
" upon the heads of the builders, and its 
*' ruins henceforth bore the name of Baby- 
*' Ion, At tlie fame time, the language of 
** mankind, which had hitherto been uni- 
*^ verfal, was confounded and fplit into a 
. ' " variety of dialeds p.'* 

^ -. ' 3* Jofephus is not the only author whd 
pityhifttr' ^^^^^^ ^^^ account, which the Sibyl gives, 
fromsyn- ^f j^e dcftrudion of Babel Alexander 

ceUus. ^ ^ , . 

Polyhiftor mentions the fame fcataftrophe, 
upon the fame authority, and afcribes thd 
origin of different languages to the confu- 
fion, which -then took place \ 

Sw ^dtvvu^inaqy k. t. A. EusEB. Praep. Evang. lib. ix. c. 14. 
^ Syncel. Chroaog. p. 44. 

4. In 
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4. In a former part of this work' I ven- cha?. 
tured to aflfert, that the fables, refpeding v* 
the various attempts of the giants to Icale ■ 

the battlements of heaven, do not relate , if\, 
exciufively to the calamity, which befel"^^*- 
the conftrudors of Babel, but that they 
bear alfo a partial reference to the hiftory 
of the antediluvian Nephelim. The reafon 
for this fuppofition was, that a certain por- 
tion of their hiftory is placed befort the era 
of the deluge, and confequently can have 
no connexion with a pojidiluvian event* . 
A confiderable degree of light is thrown 
upon thefe remote and obfcure traditions 
by the treatife of Apollodorus. He firft 
mentions thofe many-handed giants, Bri- 
areus, Gyas, and Ceus; who w^aged war 
with heaven, and who, for their crime, 
were thruft down 'into Tartarus ^ They 
were there appointed the guards and the 
tormentors of the Titans, who, imitating 
* them in impiety, incurred, likewife a Simi- 
lar punifli'ment ^ Afterwards the tremeij- 
dous monfterTyphon is produced from the 

' Vide lup..p. 122. 

* ApoU. de DiB, lib.ji. p. 3. 

* Apoll. de Dis, lib. i. p. 7. Homer and Hefiod ftrange* 
ly fuppofe, that BriaVeus, Gyas, arid Qt\x$, ajfifted the Gods 
in their war with the Titans, 

bowels . 
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SECT, bov^els of the earth ; an allegorical pcrlbn- 

I. age, who' m^nifeftly reprefents ,the cata- 

■ *' " ftrophe of the deluge, the waters of which 

proceeded from the great central abyfs°. 

A literal account of the deluge, from 

' which Deucalion and Pyrrha were preserv- 

ed, is next detailed "^i and laft, in point of 
order, the exploits of the immenie giants 
Otus and Ephialtes are enumerated, Thefe 
made war againft heaven, an^ attempted 
to fcale it by piling mountain upon moun- 
tain* At length, through a ftratagem of 
Diana, they fell by each other's hands ^ 
and their defign became abortive/ 

It fhall now be confidered, whether the 
fucceffion of events detailed by ApoUodorus 
does not agree, in a very remarkable man- 
ner, with what we are taught to believe as 
Chriftians. Thofe impious opponents of 
heaven, who were caft dowTi into hell, 
and there appointed to guard and torment 
the damned, feem to be no other than the 

^ Apoll. de Dis, lib. i. p. 21. To remove any doubt of 
the propriety of this interpretation, Plutarch exprefsly de- 
clares, that by Typhon is meant the Qcean. Pjlut. de Ifwi 
et Oiir.p. ^63, « 

« Apoll. de Dis, lib. i* p. 25* 

y Ibid. p. 29. 

apoftatc 
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apoftate angels ; while, in the Titans, we chap, 
naturally recognize that lawleft antedilu- v. 
Vian race, who are ftylcd by Mofes Ncphe- ■* 

lim. The deluge requires no comment : 
who then can thofe be, who, fubfequently 
to that cataftrophe, piled mountain upon 
mountain to aflault heaven, except the 
founders of Babel ? 

After all, however> tliat has been faid, it 
is readily allowed, that the various Pagan 
hiftories of the wars of the Giants are in- 
volved in an almoft impenetrable mift of 
obfcurity and confuiion. In the preceding 
ftatement I have prefumed to differ from 
the fentiments of Mr. Bryant refpefting 
the important event now under confider- 
ation. The Analyft of ancient mythology, 
whofe name will ever be held in venera- 
tion both by the fcholar and the Chriftian, 
conceives, that the deftru<^ion of Babel 
may be traced in the hiftory of the Titans. 
The refemblancc between them is un- 
doubtedly ftriking in many refpefts, and 
they even appear to have |^een not unfre- 
quehtly confounded : but, upon a more 
dofe infpedion, they prove to be deficient 
in that chronological correlpondence, which 
alone is able, in a fatisfaftory manner, to 

VOL. I. p efta- 
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SECT, ^ftablifli an identity of circumftances. The 
I. due of Pagan traditions muft, as far as 

■ poffible, be unravelled in a manner fome- 

what fimilar to that of lacred prophecy. 
The book of Daniel, and the volume of 
the Apocalypfe, may .eafily be taught to 
fpeak the language of the moll licentious 
conjefture, unlefs the eagemefs of invefti- 
gation be confined within the limits of hif- 
tory and chronology. In a (imilar manner, 
the various accounts of the Giants, which 
have been preferved in the annals of the 
Gentiles, may all be referred to the over- 
throw of Babel, if the imagination alone 
be confulted. Thefe traditions neceflarily 
bear considerable, marks of refemblance to 
each other ; for the rout and. defl:rud:ion of 
all rebellious opponents of heaven, however 
diftinA thofe <fpponents rnutually are, muft 
unavoidably be defcribed in the language 
of poetry with a certain degree of uni- 
formity. Hence it happens, that the ruin 
of the apoftate angels, the confufion of the 
antediluvian Nephelim, and the fubverfion 
of Babel, will neceflarily prefent to the 
mind a group of images fo ftrikingly ana- 
logous to each other, that the flow and 
cautious hand of chronology is alone able 
to feparate them. This fervice has^ been 

per- 
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performed by Ap^Uodoms, aad> provided chap. 
only his narrative: may be depend^ upon, v. 

the hiftory of the Titans cannot have the • 

moft diftant allufion to the cataftrophe of 
the Cuthites in, the plain of Shihar. The 
Titans are placed by that mythologift pre--, 
vious to the deluge; they cannot therefore 
have any connexion with ^n event, which 
took place after the deluge. On the other 
hand, th? giants Otus and Ephidtes, who 
attempted to ftorm the habitation of the 
immortals by piling one mountain upon 
another ; as they exaftly correfpond in point 
of dironology with the deftruftion of Ba- 
bel, fo they ,muft undoubtedly have an 
immediate allufion to that awful events 

In addition to this circumftance, the 
mode of attack, on the part of thefe Giants, 
bears a ftriking refemblance to the manner, 
in which the tower was conftruded. The 
facred hiftorian informs us, that " they had 
*^ brick for flone ;'* and that the whole of 
the immenfe ftru6lure was thus raifed fole- 
ly by an accumulation of earth. In a man- ' 
ner ftridly analogous to this account, the 
Giants are faid to have heaped mountains 
of earth upon each other, rather than more 
folid mafles oijione, 

P2 The 
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SECT. The vety names indeed of OtUs tod Ephi- 
I. altes feem to bear an obicUreallufion to the 
^■^— ' — =^ defign oif that ftupcndous edific^e, of which 
they were pro^b&bly a mere jperfenification. 

Babel evidently appears to have been 
the firft temple raifed by the apoftate 
Cuthites in honour of the glorious orb of 
day ; and, in after ages, it was equally the 
model of the pyramids of Egypt, the pyra- 
theia of Perfia, the pagodas of Hindoftan, 
and the folar temples of Mexico. Nor was 
religious adoration the fole end of its con- 
ftruftiori. It is intimated in the inlpired 
volume, that it was intended to have been 
ufed by the followers of Nirhrod, as a kind 
of fign, or landmark, to prevent their dif- 
periion. The facred fire, which blazed 
upon its fummit, would be well adapted 
to anfwer this purpofe ; and the light, 
which it diffused on, every fide, would ren- 
der the tower a very confpicuous obje<5t 
throughout the extenfive plains of Shinar. 

At length the wrath of heaven was di- 
refted again-ft this huge building, and the 
infatuated Cuthites were difperfed over the 
face of the whole earth. Wherever they 
direded their courfe, they conftantly bore 

along 



Digitized by 



Google 



H Q HiB ^ P S A I G^ .rj.13 

along with thpfti the memorials- of their chap. 
overthrow ; wd the aliegorizing fpirit, ¥• 

which forms fo prominent a feature in -= ^ 

the mythology of the ancients, foon conr 
verted the pyramid of Babel itito two gir 
gantic demons, which fprung from the 
earth,, and waged an impious war againft 
the majefty of heaven. As the tower was 
built with a twofold defign, and as the 
fire upon its top ferved the double purpofe 
of a landmark to guide the fteps of , the 
wanderer, and of an emblem to reprefent 
the folar deity ; when the language of al- 
legory was adopted, it became neceflary to 
introduce two metaphorical characters, in 
order that the twofold ufe of Babel might 
be completely defcribed. To this circum- 
ftance we owe the poetical fable of Otus 
and Ephialtes ; the firtt of thofe names al- 
luding to the political defign of building 
the tower,. and the fecond to its religious 
application. The import of Otus {yN-m^f 
13 limply tie Jignal fire ; and the fignifi- 
cation of Ephialtes l2^K-nN-bN-*fltJ, fire the 
deity. Even the mode of their deftrudion 
bears fome analogy to the confufion and 
diflenfions of the original Babylonians. 

5. Homer, in -vv'hofe poems many va- ^J^^^ 
. . p 3 luablc 
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SECT, luable remains of ancient traditions are pre- 
I . ferved, details the hiftory of this gigantic pair 

— in a very remarkable manner ; and, what is 

more particularly applicable, to the prefent 
difcuffion, feems to conned: them clofely 
with Orion, the name by which Nimrod 
was celebrated in the Heathen worlds 

EiCiJov, 9} Ss ^xcxs HofretSa^covi (Aiynvai* 

£lrov T ocvri^BoVj rnXiycXeirov r EfixXrYiv. 
OuV Sri fji.riKi^3g ^^s^s ^«Jwfof Af»fa, 
K»i -zD-oXu xaXAtra?, /x«ra ye ycXvrop I2f iwva* 
Evpecogoi yaj rot yf, xaj fi/i/jaTHj^ff^ n<rocv 
Eufoj, arx^ /w-tjxo^ ys yivur^nv syveopyvioi. 
Of px xxi x^ocvxroiciv airetXrirriVy ev OXy/Airif 
^vXoinSx ^n(reiv -uroAuaixo; TffoXsfAOio* 

- Kaj vu x£i/ £2£T£Xf<r(ray, « >j£ii? fji.sr^vy Ikouto' 

AXX' 0X£<r£I/ AtO^ UtOJ, 01/ TlUXOjtAOJ T£)C£ A»1T«, 

AyS'uo'ai, tsruxatrai tc yii/uv tuaj/ftfiV X^j^vn *. 

The Poet begins with ftating their my- 
thological origin ; and reprefents them as 
fprung from Neptune, . and Iphimedi^ the 
wife of Aloeus. In another part of his 
works, however, he flyles them, not the 



* Ccdreiu Hift. Comp.fol, 14. 

* Qdyff. lib. xi! v. 504. 
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children of Neptune, but of Aloeus him- chap. 
felf, who was the Ion of Titan and the earth, v. 






If th^en the preceding fuppoiition, that 
thefe two Giants' are only ^ perfonification 
of Babel, in its two different capacities of 
a temple and a landmark, be adopted ; we 
Ihall find their imaginary defcent to coin- 
cide^ very remarkably with the Scriptural 
account of the peculiar manijer, in which 
the tower was conftrudied. ^^ Go to, let us 
*^ make Srick, and iurn them throughly, 
" And they had Mck for Jione, and Jlime 
," had they for mortar ^." From the na- 
ture therefore of thefe materials> the moft 
natural rhode of allegorizing Babel would 
be to reprefent it as an enormous giant, 
. defcended from earth, fire, and water. 
Such in fad: is the very mode, which the 
poets have chofen. Aloeus is faid to be the 
offspring of the Sun, and of the Earth ; 
Neptune is merely a perfonlficatlon of 
water; and in Iphimedia, as well as in 
Aloeus, we find a combination of oriental 
words, all bearing fome relation to firp^ 

^ Iliad, lib. V. ver. 385. , 

^ Gen. xi. 3. 

p 4 The 



Digitized by 



Google 



ci6 HOR^ MOSAIC-^. 

SECT. The former is ♦K-riK-Dn-^J* Iph-am-ath- 
I. ai, the region of jire\ and the latter is 

— l^K-nbN Alo-as, the deity of fire. After de- 
tailing thefe particulars, the poet, to pre- 
vent all poffibility of miftake Tefpe<9:ing 
their origin, afferts, that they were nou- 
riflied by the earth. 

Their immenfe bulk is next defcribed ; 
and, in their audacious rebellion againft 
the Majefty of heaven, they are faid to have 
piled mountain upon mountain. Their 
mad attempt however was fruftratcd, and 
they were cut off before they had attained 
to the age of manhood. In all thefe cir- 
cumftances the narrative of Mofes exadlly 
^ correfpbnds with the allegory of Homer. 

The tower was never completed; but be- 
fore it had reached its poetical manhood, 
the whole defign became abortive. 

, ^- 6. In the theoffony of Heliod, the mon- 

Hcfiod. e\ rw^ \ i 

fter Typhoeus occupies the fame place, as 
Otus and Ephialtes in the treatife of Apol- 
lodorus. After the Titanian war has been 
defcribed, and the vidory of the immortals 
celebrated, the poet proceeds to fpeak of 
the waters of Styx, the firft-born of the 
Ocean; «hofe waters, Which have already 

been 
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been confidered as allufive to the cata- eUArP* 
ftrophe of the deluge"^. Here in reality y- 

the pride of the Titans was : finally fub- ^- ^ 

dued ; and, "after this event had taken 
place, t&e Earth produced the mighty Ty- 
phoeus* He is ifaid to have been encom- 
paffed with ferpents, and to have emitted 
from his eyes perpetual flafhes of fire. The 
firft of thefe circiimftances appears to have 
a reference to the ferpent worlhip, ib per- 
tinacioufly adhered to by the defcendants 
of Cufli, and of which Ibme traces remain 
in almoft every country upon the face of 
the earth. The fecond is dcfcriptive of 
the conftant fires, which were maintained 
upon the fummit of Babel, and which 
ferved at once to guide the benighted tra- 
veller, and to teftify the reverence of the 
firft idolaters for the folar orb. 

It is very remarkable, as Mr. Bryant 
juftly obferves, that, according tp Hefiod, 
this monfter would have attained to uni- 
verfal dominion, had not the fupreme Deity 
interpofed*. 

* Vide fupra, p. 176, 178. 
^ Anal. vol. iii. p. 51. . 
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♦SECT. ^^j jjjj, oy£ S'ytjTOiO'i^ jcat uS'o.voiroKnv .xvx^ev^ ^ 
I, -E* jtxn aj' o^y vono'e vrccrn^ ocv9^oov n 3*f&;i/ rs^ 

5udi alfo we karn from Scripture to 
have been the deiign of Ntmrod ; and one 
principal reafon for building the tower was, 
that it might be a kind of rallying point 
to his numerous followers. The refult of 
the whole is, that the two different ac- 
counts of the two laft wars of the giants, 
accounts frequently confounded by the 
poets, though accurately diftiriguifhed by 
Apollodorus, relate to two entirely dif- 
ferent events ; the wickednefs of the ante- 
diluvian Nephelim, and the poftdiluvian 
deftruftion of BabeL 

r. 7. As for Nimrod, the firft open apo- 

ftate from the worlhip of the true God, 
and the daring leader of the rebellious 
Cuthites, he is Ifaid by Syncellus to have 
perifhed under the ruins of that immcnfe 
fabric. Uiidaunted by thofe marks of di- 
vine vengeance, which were fo evidently 
difplayed in the diiperfion of his followers, 
he ftill obftinately remained upon the ipot, 
when a violent wind overthrew the tower, 
which in its f^U crufhed the tyrant to 

atoms. 
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atoms^ The fai^ie account of his'death is chxp; 
given by Cedrenus^; and it is far front V. 

being improbable, although no mention is 

made of it in the page of Scripture* ^ 

8- It is thought by Sir Wm. Jones, «. 
that the fourth incarnation of the Indian countT*^ 
Vilhnu may probably have an allufion to 
this event^. A blafpheming monarch de- 
nies the omniprefence of the Deity, and> 
to Ihew his contempt of his power, in- 
vites him to come forth from a marble 
pillar, if he really poffeffes any fuch at- 
tribute. Immediately a tremendous voice 
is heard, the pillar burflfs afunder, and 
Vilhnu iflues forth in the form of a lion, 
emitting vivid flafhes of fire. The de- 
ftruiftion of the prince enfues, a punilh* 
ment only due to his impiety'. 

Whatever degree of connexion there 
may be, there certainly is a refemblance in 
many reipefts betw^een this tradition and 
the oriental accounts of the overthrow of 

^ Syncell. Chronog. p. 42. 

8 Ccdren. Comp. Hift. p. 11. 

^ Aliat. Ref. vol. ii. p. 132. 8vo. edit. 

* Sec Maurice's Hift. of Hind. vol. ii. p. 24. *, 

BabeL 



Digitized by 



Google 



3^%9 HOJiJE MQSAIGj; 

pECT* .B^beJ. The death of the monarch is ef- 
j^ /e(ftcd ?imidft flaflies of fire, attended with 

^«»=** 9 dreadful . and xmufuaL'iloiie ; and the 
caufe qf it proceeds frbra ^ fedured co- 
lumn. That, however, which appears mofl 
to confirm the fuppofition, is the circum- 
ftancQ of this incarnation of Viflinu being 
made immediately to fucceed thofe three, 
■which there is every reafon to think allude 
to the deluge. Between that event, and 
the building of the tower, nothing worthy 
of particular notice, except thp curfe pro- 
nounced upon Canaan, is recorded by the 
iacred Hiftorian. Hence there appear to 
be no contemptible reafons for cgncluding 
the identity of the fourth Indian AvataVy 
ar^d the vengeance inflixSed upon the 
founders of Babel. 

» » 

^ ^^^' . III. The next event, which deferves om 

Sodom and ^ ^ ' ^ 

Gomorrha. attention, is the defi:ru<3:ion of Sodom and 
Gomorrha. Thefe cities are faid by Mofes, 
on accoCmt of their abominable impurities, 
ta have been overwhelmed with a torrent 
of liquid fire, rained down upon them from 
heaven. His narrative is equally confirn^ed 
by profane hiftorians, and by modern tra- 
vellers. Diodorus Siculus mentions the 
peculiar nature of the lake, which covered 

the 
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tli^ country, where thofe towns were for- chap; 
merly fituated, " The water of it," fays v. 
he, •* is bitter and fetid to the lafl: degree, ' '""^ ? 
^' infbm^ich that neither fifti, nor any other 
*^ aquatic animals are able to live in it^.'* 
He does not indeed aflign any rea^fon for 
this peculiarity ; but the deficiency is amply 
fupplied by other Writers. Tacitus relates, 
that a tradition ftill prevailed in his days, 
of certain powerful cities having been de- 
ftroyed by thunder and lightning; and of 
the plain, in which they were fituated, 
having been bunit up. He adds, that evi- 
dent traces of fuch a cataftrophe rertiained. 
The earth was parched, and had loft all its 
natural powers of vegetation; and what- 
ever fprung lip, either fpontaneoufly, or in 
confequence of being planted, gradually 
withered away, and crumbled into duft. 
The hiftbriah concludes, with expreffing 
his own belief in this awful judgment, de- 
rived from an attentive confideration of the 
country, in v^hich it was faid to have hap- 
pened*. In a fimilar manner Strabo, after 
deicribing the nature of the lake Afphaltis, 
adds, that the whole of its appearance gives 

^ Dlod. Sic. Bib. Hlft. lib. xix. p. 734. 
1 Tacit. Hift. lib. v. c. 7. 

an 
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SECT, an air of probability to the prevailing tra- 
I.- dition, that thirteen cities, the chief of 

^ which w^s Sodom,' were once deftroyed 

and fwallowed up by earthquakes, fire, 
and an inundation of boiling fulphureous 
water*". 

Some remembrance of thi5 miraculous 
punilhment fecms to have been preferved 
even in " America. According to Cieza", 
the Peruvians believe, that a race of giants 
were once deftroyed by fire from heaven, 
on account of impurities fimilar to thofe, 
which called down the vengeance of God 
upon Sodom and Gomorrha. 

Maundrell vifited the lake Afpbaltis, in 
the year 1697, and makes the following 
obfervations upon it. *^ Being defirous to 
*' fee the remains (if there were any) of 
*' thole cities anciently fitu^te in this 
" place ; and made fo dreadful an example 
" of the diyine vengeance, I diligently fur- 
*« veyed the waters, as far as my eye could 
*' reach: but neither could I difcern any 
^^ heaps of ruins, rior any fmoke afcending 

^ Strab. Geog. lib. xvi. - 

* Cited by Pnrch. Pilgrim, b. ix. t» g, 

^ '* above 
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'^ above the fiifface of the water, as is chap- 
*' ufually defcribed in the writings and y. . 

" maps of 'Geographers. - But , yet I muft ^ 

" not omit, what was confidently attefted 
" to me by the Father Guardian, and Pro- 
" curator of Jerufalem ; both men in years, 
" and feemin^y not deftitute either of 
*^ fenfe or probity: viz. that they had once 
" adiially feeii one of thefe ruins ; that it 
^^ was fo near the ihore, and the waters fo 
^'^ Ihallow at that time, that they went to 
*^ it, and fpund there feveral pillars, and 
*^ other fragments* of buildings, Th.e.caufc 
" of our being deprived ojf this fight was, 
^^ I fuppofe, the height of the water ""." . 

The account which Thevenot gives ^ is 
much to the fame purpofe. *^ There is 
^^ no fort of fifh in this fea, by reafon of 
•^ the extraordinary faltnefs of it : which , 
*' burns like fite, when one taftes of it ; 
*• and when the filh of the water Jordan 
^' come down fo low, they return back. 
*^ again againfl: the fl:ream ; and fuch as are 
*' carried into it by the current of the 
" water immediately die. The. land within 
*' three leagues round it is not cultivated. 



Maund.Travels, p. 85.. 



but 
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SECT. ^' but is white, and mingled with ialt and 
1. " afhes. In fliort, we miift think, that 

" *V there is a heavy curfe of God upon that 

*^ place, feeing it was heretofore lb plea- 
** fant a ■ country p.'* Thus we fee, that 
the concurrent voice of hiftorians, and the 
face of nature herfelf equally ferve to cor- 
roborate the authenticity of the Mofaical 
narrative. 



Abraham* 



" IV. The unfettled mode of life, which 
the patriarch Abraham led, introducing 
hitn to the knowledge of different Nations, 
and the ' paftoraP magnificence ' wliich he 
fupported, are circumftances likely to pro- 
duce a lafting remembrance of him through- 
out the eaft. Accordingly we find him 
celebrated by a number of heathen hifto- 
rians. 



t. I. Berofus, though he does not exprefs- 

Mcntioned . - . ^ . - . * 

by Berofus, ly- mention his name, fays, that m the 
andNico- teuth age after the deluge lived a juft and 
mafceaus. Upright man, deeply fkilled in the know- 
ledge of aftronomy. From his thus accu- 
rately defining the number of generations 
between the flood and Abraham, no other 



^ Thcvenot*s Travels, vol. i, p. 194. 

perfon 
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porfon except that patriarch . can Iw in* chap. 

tended^. Hecateus wrote a whole volume v. 

upon the hiftory of Abrahanni '; and Nico- " 

hus Dumafcenus aflerts, that " he reigned 

" in Damafcus, hiavihg emigrated along 

" with an ^rmy to that place from the 

^* country of Chaldea ; but that not long 

" after he removed with his attendants 

" into the land, which was then called 

** Canaan, but now Judea '." 

2. Eupolemus alfo relates a number of^^ ^^ 
particulars refpedling Abraham, which ex-"*^^- 
a6Uy agree with the Scriptural account. He 
was born, according to this author, in the 
tenth age after the flood, at Camara, other- 
wife called Urien. This is manifeftly Ur 
of Cbaldea ; and as for Camara, 1W-0n, it 
is merely a compound, word of precifely 
the fame import. By the command of 
-heaven, he left his native country, and fet- 
tled in Phenicia. During his abode there, 
the Armenians overcame the Phenicians in 
battle, and took his nephew prifoner. 
Abraham hbwever, arming his fervants, 
refcued him ; and led away captive the 
children ^d the wives of the enemy. Up- 

^ Jofeph. Ant. Jud, lib. i. c. 7. ' Ibid. ■ Ibid. 

•^ VOL, I. Q on 
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SECT, on 0* embafly being fcnt to bim to rc- 
!• deem them, he nobly difdained to infult a 
'^ — '— vanquilhed foe ;. and, content with merely 
accepting pay for his fbldiers^ he reftored 
his prifoners to their liberty. Afterwards, 
in the holy city Argarizin*, he received 
gifts from Melcbizedek the prieft of God. 
In procels of time, he was driven by ftrefs 
of famine into Egypt. The beauty of his 
wife, whom he called his fitter, attraded 
the attention of the king. But certain 
marks of divine wrath purliiing that prince, 
he learnt upon inquiry, that £he was the 
wife of Abraham, and immediately rettored 
her to her hulband^. 

It is fuperfluous to make any remarks 
upon the coincidence of this narrative with 
that of Mofes ; their minute refemblance 
to each other fufficiently Ihews that they 
are only different hiftories of the lame 
fads. 



3.. ^3. Artapanus affirms, that the Jews were 



* Anglice^ of Mount Gerizim; a circtimilanc6^ which 
ieems to ihew^ thst Eupolemus had received this part of hr« 
narrative at lead from the Samaritans. 

» Eufcb. Pxacp. Evang. lib. ix. c, 17* 

called 
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talkd Hebrews from their anceftor : Abra- chap. 
ham. In this aflertipn he is doubtlefs mif- v. 
taken ; but it ferves nevef thelefs to Ihew^ • ■ ; 

that the fame qf the grelit father of the 
Jewilh nation had reached his ears*. The 
fame Author m^cntions the circurarftahce of 
this Patriarch's hp.ving trayelledinto Egypt ; 
the pritiee of which country he ftyles Pha- 
rethoy. 

: 4i Abraham is faid by Melo to have ^ 
.married two wives, one his kinfwoman^ ^*^^* 
and the other an Egyptian flkve. The lat- 
ter of thefe bore him twelve children, who- 
made themfelves mafters of Arabia ; thte 
former a iingle fon, whofe name was equi- 
valent in fignification to the Greek word 
Gclos*. As for Abrahain himfelf, -he died 
in a good old age ; but his ion Gelos be- 
came the father of twelve children, one of 
whom was Jofeph. Abraham, fometime 
previous to his death, received a commaind ^ 
from God to facrifice his fon; but, when 
he was on the very point df putting it in 
e^fecution, he was prevented by an angel, 

* See fome judicious remarks upon the name Hebcr, bjr 
Mr. Bryant^ Anal. vol. iii. p. 424. 

y Eufeb. Praep. El^ang. lib. Ix; c^ i8. 

* Anglicc, Laughter, 

Q 3 and \ 
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•SECT* ^d the intended viAim was cxphanged 
t. for a ram*. 



-/ Notwithftariding the efr6f$ in this ac- 
•count,- tefpeding the immediau offspring of 
the Egyptian >vifeV and alfo of Ifa^c^ or as 
:MeIo calls him Gelosj it is obvious, that 
.-the narirative id, in fubftanc^, the very fame 
with that of Scripture. 

Iti. 5 . The whole of the hiftory of Abraham 

13^ related in different parte of the Koran**; 
^d though this circumftaiice undoubtedly 
cannot be brought as a confirmation of 
Scripture, inafmiach as the orie a6count is 
borrowed from the other ; yet it ferves to 
fhew the high degree of veneratio»i, in 
which the memory of that Patriar-ch was 
held tWoughout the caft. In Ihort, as it 
is obferved by Hyde"^, his fame was dif- 
fused over the whole oriental world, and 
his memory revered by almoft every Afiatic 
nation, ' . 



V. V. A tradition of the facrifice of Ifaac 

Ifaac. 



• Eulcb. Praep. Evang. lib. ix. c. 19, 

* Sale's Koran^ p. 182,369, 4^2, &c. 
« De Rcl. Vet. Perf. c.^ ii. 

fcems 
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fccm$ to have been^ frci^ryjcd amopg the chap. 
PhcmciaiiLS ; .at Jeaft, Porphyry is inclined, y. 
to derive, tj^^tilo^dyritpsi. with which they — -^ — •- 
venerated Chropu3, or Moloch, from that 
cipcumftance. According to this Author, 
** Chroaus, whom the Ph^icians call If- 
" racl,. ^rmprly reigned in. Paleftine, and 
*^ had an only Ion born to him from the 
*^ ^ympb Anobret, whom he named Je- 
** hudy a word . Signifying tf«^-iJ^^flW^;z. This 
*^ ion, to a.vert the dangers of a calamitous 
*' war, h^ laprificed to the Gods upon an 
*' altar^.'* In the word Jehud is evidently 
recognized the Hebrew term Tnvjebid; 
by which Ifaac is frequently diftinguifhed, 
as being ithe pnly ion born to Abrahan^ of 
Saxah. As for Anobret, it fecms to be de- 
riy-ed fronj fV1iy-]n An-Obrith ; an alluiion 
to the nanae. HIV Hebri, by which Abra- 
ham and his poiterity were diilinguifhed. 



VI. The hiilory of Jacob is given at vi. 



tvf X"^^* '^^ ^n/'oi' fitr» njv TO. S^QV r%>\MVTii9 ek tov t» K^0v«y 

fAOfoytni' oy ha tiito Ua^ fxaXtjv, re (jLotoytrsi eruq trt xa» pvv aw 

Ti/j» X^P^'' Bttffky^iKU KoaiATia-eis a-^nfjiMTi top vtop, pw/ixot t« ttccrec- 
cjcsvetaafAiPof, xflCTsSvcny. £us£B. Pr&p. £vang. lib. i, c. lOy 



Q 3 large 
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SECT, large by Demetrius, who is cited by Alcx- 

I. ander Polyhiftor.. This writer diftinSly 

- ■■' — enumerates the difTeiifion between that 

Patriarch and his brother Efau; his flight 

into Mefopotamia ; his marriage with the 

two daughters of Laban ;• the fruitfulnefs 

of the one and the fterility of the other ; 

the birth 6f the twelve Patriardhs; the 

. rape of Dinah ; the felling of Jofeph into 

Egypt, and his fubfequent promotion $ his 

reception of his brethren, who were forced 

by ftreis of famine to buy com in thai 

country ; and laftly, the defcent of Jacob 

with his whole family into Egypt % " 



Jofeph 



VII. VII. Artapanus is equally cxplfcit in de^ 
tailing the hiftory of Jofeph. He relates, 
that tills Patriarch, being hated by his bre- 
thren, ^and dreading the plots which they 
were daily contriving agaihft him, befought 
the neighbouring Arabs to carry him into 
Egypt. Here, he gained fq much upon 
the favour of the king, that he was ap- 
pointed governor of the whole country; 
which, from previouifly lying in an uncul- 
tivated ftate, fbon alTumed under his ma- 
nagement a very different afpedl. He dir 

f Eufeb. Pcs^p« Evang. lib. ix. c« 2x. 

vidcd 
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vided it into inclofures, affigned to the chaf# 
{Mfiefts their own portion, and became the v. 
inventor of ftandard meafures. In this •- — ^^ 
elevated fituation, he married Aienath, the 
daughter of the prieft of Heliopolis. After- 
wards he entertained his father and all his 
brethren upon their emigration into Egypt, 
^nd affigned to them for their place of 
refidence the city Cefan, the Golhen of 
Scripture ^ . 

The fupernatural fagacity of Jofeph in 
interpreting dreams is mentioned by Juftin, 
who particularly inftances his having faved 
all Egypt from a defolation by famine 
through an exertion of this nature ; '^ {o 
" that his anfwers were confidered as pro- 
" ce^ding not from man, but from Qod^.'' 

As for the remarkable dearth, which is 
fai4 in the Pentateuch to have lafted feven 
years without intermiffion, it appears to 
have extended even into the remote em- 
pire of China. In the reign of Tching 
Tang an unlverfal drought commenced, 
thfe duration of which precifely agrees with 

' Eufeb. Praep. Evang. lib. ix. c. a^. 
^ Juft. Hift. lib, xxxvi. c. 2. . 

Q 4 that 
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aECT. that of the famine mentioned by Moles; 
I. This coincidence might poffibly be thought 

•" ' • the rcfult of mere accident, if the identity 
of the two calamities had not been com- 
pletely eftablilhed by theif chronological 
agreement with eich other. The famine 
defcribed in the Pentateuch cofnmenced 
1 708 years before the Chriftian era ; that^ 
which is mentioned by the Chinefe hif- 
torians, took place about 1740 years before 
the fame epoch. Hence it appears, that 
the difcrepancy between the two calcu- 
f lations amounts only to 3^ years ; a dif- 
ference fo trifling, that we cannot rea- 
fonably entertain a doubt refpeding the 
unity of the two events^. 



* Du Halde's China, vol. i. p. 299. The calculation, 
which fixes the Egyptian famine to the year A\ C. 17081 is 
taken from the maipn of our 4to, Bible. The Chinefe com- 
putation is as follows. TchingTang reigned 13 years; fap- 
poiing the famine to have prfevailed during the iafl fcycn 
years of his reign, we Ihall hate, 

A. a 



Tching Tang 
Taikia '] 
Vo Ting 

TaiKeng > roigned 
Siao Kia 1 


(A 

^7 


YongKiJ 
ijth cycle commcncef 


J A. a 
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.1^ 
1617 



J740 
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The fame diftrcffing calamity is faid by chap. 
Diodorus^ Siculus to have extended, in the v. 
reign of Erechtheus, over the whole world, — — 
Egypt alone eixcepted. This univerfal fa- 
mine was . occafioned by a continued want 
of raiti, a circumftance which did not af- 
fe<9: Egypt, on account of the peculiar na- • 

ture.of thait country; becaufe it depended , 
rather upon the annual overflowing of the 
Nile/ than upon the lefs regular bounty of 
the atnaoipherc*. The narrative of* Dio- 
dorus, though not perfeftly accurate, is 
fuiSicient . to prove the real exifteuce of 
fuch a vifitation. The ftreams of the Nile 
withheld their accuftomed fuppiies, and the 
land of Egypt, like the reft of the world, 
was deprived of its iliual fertility ; but its 
inhabitants were preferved from the hor- 
rors' of famine by the miraculous provi- 
dence of Jofeph. Hence the Greek Hif- 



^ I am indebted for this citation to *' The Literary An- 
tiquities of Greece," p. 267. though I cannot fubfcribe to 
the ingenious Author's tranflation of tlie words ha mv t^- 
tvra. "They appear evidently to relate to the peculiar man* 
ner in which Egypt was watered, and. not to the fupema* 
turai interference of Jofeph. Unlefs other paffages can be 
brought, in which i^otik undeniably lignifies a genius, it fee^^ 
impracticable to admit fo bold a method of rendering the 
word, 

torian 
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SECT, torian might with propriety decliarc, that 
I. Egypt alone ^fcaped the general calamity. 

VIII. VIII, Various are the Pagan authors> 
^^^** who fpcak of the great lawgiver of the 
Jews. Diodorus Siculus attributes the de- 
parture of that nation from Egypt, as well 
as of the colonies which fettled in Greece 
under the command of Danaus and Cad* 
mus, to a peftilential difbrder, which the 
Egyptian deities declared would, never be 
removed till all foreigners were expelled*. 
Mofes became the leader ■ of the Jewifli 
emigrants, ^' a man of moft fiaperior wif^ 
^^ dom and courage ^" Advancing into 
Paleftinc, they iieized upon a number of 
cities, and particularly Jerufalem, which was 
held in high reverence among them on 
account of its temple. Mcrfes taught them 
the worihip of the Deity, and the peculiar 
ceremonies of their religion. He became 
likewife their lawgiver ; and divided the 
whole nation into twelve tribes. All idor 
latry he utterly forbad ; and contrived fiich 
a code of ritual obfervances for them,* as 

^ Tacitus relates a fimilar tradition. 
Sic. e lib, xl. Eel. i. p. 92^, 

would 
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'»*^oi!ild liaturally feparate them from every chap. 
other people. He eftabiilhed the prieft- v. 

hood in one particular family; and ap "— - 

pointed Judges, inftead of kings, to decide 
all controverfies among them. The chief 
prieft however bore the fupreme authority, 
and he was Confidered as the immediate 
meflcnger and delegate of heaven. Mofes 
concluded the volume of liis^ laws, with 
claiming fpr them divine infpiration". Such 
is the narrative of Diodorus Siculus. 

In a fimilar manner Strabo mentions, 
that, when Mofes left Egypt, '* many per- 
*' fons who reverenced the Deity accom^- 
^^ panied him"." He afterwards adds, that 
the Jewifli legillator pronounced the ido- 
latry of the Egyptians, the Libyans, and 
the Greeks, to be equally abfurd; ^* for 
•^ who fliall dare to make any reprefent* 
'' ation of the Moft High ?" Strabo how- 
ever is grofsly miftaken in fuppofing the 
deity of Mofes to be Univerfal Nature ;' 
an error common indeed among the Greek 

™ Maof^ aKeff-eif ra 0ftf, ra^c Aryei tok lov^ecioi^* DlOD. 
Sic. ^ lib. xl. EcL i. p. 921. 

^ Iu»8^»jf«> avru eoMot r»fCft;FT#{ to Ssw». StRAB. lit^. xvi. 
' f. 1104.' ' • 

philo- 
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SECT, phil^fophers, but held up to. 4bhofren0^ in 
I. the p^e of Revelation. : 



Mofes is alfo celebrated by JBupolewiw 
^s being the firjft wife timu:,,. ajvi thcj > iftr 
venter of letters ; wbiichoth^ Pheniciftng ]W- 
ceived from the Jew^^^ aito^ ih^ Greeks ifrOm: 

the Phenician^f ••.. 

A copious hiftory :of the Jewifli Icgiflator 
is given by Artapanus ; in which, the op- 
prqffion of the Ifraelites; the flight of Mofes 
into Arabia, clnd his fubfeq^cfat marriage ; 
a circumftance iimilar to that pf the l)iim- 
ing bufli ; his divine cpmmiiSon to deliver 
bis countrymen ; the transformation of his 
rod into a ferpent ; the various plagues of 
Egypt ; the fpoiling of the Egyptians ; the 
paflage through the Red Sea ; the de- 
ftrudion of Pharaoh and his hoft ; and the 
fupport of the Ifraelites, by manna in th^ 
wildernefs ; are all mentioned. 'He is fur- 
ther faid to have been the pcrfbn, whom 
the Greeks called Mufeus, the preceptor of 
the celebrated OrpheusP. 



Praep. Evang; lib. ix. c 26. 

P Eufeb. Praep. Evang. lib. ix. c. 27. 
Some perfons are inclined to draw a parallel between 

Mofes 
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IX. The fame Author aflertSr tlmt the cha?. 
pa^ge of the Ifradit^s through the Rpd v. 

Sea was not unknown to the Heliopolitans, • 

'who gave the fdlowirlg account of th^t The pairagc 

Supernatural tranfaaion. ^' The king offfijl.'*^' 

>* Egypt, as foon astiie Jews had departed 

*'* from his country, purfued them with an 

^' immenfe arftiy, bearing along with him 

^**the confecrated animals. But Moies 

^' having by the divine cominand ftruck 

^^ the waters with his rod, they parted 

^* afunder, and afforded a free paflage to 

*' the Ifraelites. The Egyptians attempted 

*' to follow them; when fire fuddenly 

^* flaihed in their faces, and the fea, re- 

*^ turning to its ufual channel, brought an 

" univerial deftruftioji upon their whole 

'* army V* 

The circumftance of the Egyptians being 
ftruck with lightning, as well as being 
overwhelmed by the waves, is mentioried 
Hi the feventy-feventh Pfalm, although un- 
noticed in the Pentateuch. 

fdoks and th« Grecian Bacchus : how far it is adtniilible I 
will not take upon me to determine. See VoiT. de Idol, 
lib. i. c. 50. and Beyeri Add. ad Seld. de Dis Syr. p. 72. 
3^ alfo Bochart*s remarics on this fubjeft, Geog. Sacr. p. 446. 
« Eufcb. Praep. Evang. lib. ix. c 27. 

Dio- 
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SECT. Diodorus Siculus relates, that the Ichfhy-* 
I. ophagi, who lived near the Red Sea, had a 

- tradition handed down to them through a 

long line of anceftors^ that the whole bay 
was once laid bare to the very bottom, the 
waters retiring to the oppofite Ihores ; and 
that they afterwards returned ta their ac^ 
cuftomed chftnnel with a moii: tremendous 
revulfion^ 

Even to this day, the inhabitants of the 
neighbourhood of Corondcl preferve the 
remembrance of a mighty army having 
been once drowned in the bay, which Pto- 
lemy calls Clyfma'* _ 

The very country j. whfcrd the event is 
faid to have happened, in fomc degree 
bears teftimony to the accuracy of the 
Mofaical narrative. The Scriptural Etiam 
is ftill called Utti. The wilderncfs of Shur^ 
the mountain of Sinait and the country of 
Paran^ are ftill known by the fame names*; 
and Marab, ^latb^ and Midian^ are ftill fa- 
miliar to the ears of the Arabs". The 

' Bib. Hift. lib. iii. p, 174. . • 

«■ Sbaw'd Travels^ p. 349. cited by Biyaiyt. 
* Niebuhr's Travels, vol. i. p. 189, 191. 
«• Biyant on the Plagfies of Egypt, p. 404V 
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grove of E/im yet remains; and its twelve chab* 

fountains have neither increafed nor. dim i* v. 

nilhed in number fince the days of Mofes^ " - 

In ftiort, if I may be allowed to adopt the 

words of the excellent Author, from whom 

the laft remark has been borrowed, " The 

^' diftance of time is (b gseat, and the 

" fcene of adion fo remote, and £0 little 

" frequented, that one would imagine, 

" there could have beeii no traces ob*- 

*' tained of fuch very early occurrences, 

** It tttuft therefore raife within us a kind 

" of religious reverence for the facred writ*- 

" cr, when We fee fuch evidences ftill re*- 

" main of his wonderful hiftory. *We read 

'^ of expeditions undertaken by Ofiris, Se- 

•^ foftris, Vexoris, Bacchus, Myrina, Semi- 

" ramis, and the Atlantians, into different 

** parts of the world. But no veftige. re- 

" mains of their operations ; no particular 

" hiftory of their appulfe, in any region 

** upon earth. We have in like manner 

^^ ftcQounts of Brennus, as well as of the 

" Teutones, Cimbri, and Ambrones : alio 

" of the Goths and Vifigoths : and of other 

*^ fwarms from the great hive in the north: ' 

*^ all which are better authenticated. Yet 

* Bryant on the Plaguepr of Egy^i, p, 410, 

" we 
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SECT. *^ wc have only a general hiftory of their 
I. ^^ migrations. The places, from whence 

■ " they originally came, and the particulars 

^' of their journeying,, have bcsen effaced 
^* for ages. The hiftory recorded by Mo/es 
^* appears like a bright but remote object 
^' feen through the glafs of an: excellent 
-^^ optician, clear, diftinft, and well defined* 
** But when we look back upon the ac- 
" counts tranfmitted concerning the Af- 
^' fyrians, Egyptians, Medes, and Scythians; 
" or thofe of the early ages of Italy and 
*'^Greece, we find nothing but a feries of 
** incredible and inconfiftent evjents, and 
*^ groupes of ftrange beings : 

** Abortive, monftrous, and unkindly ipixM, 
** Gorgons, and harpies, and chimeras dire. 

*' The ideas, which they afford, arc like 
^' the fantaftic forms in an evening cloiad : 
" where we feem to defcry caftles, and 
" mountains, and gigantic appearaiices. But 
" while we gaze, the forms die away, and 
'* we are fbon loft in gloom and uncer- 
«* taiiity. Concerning the Ifraelites, we 
•' have a regular and confiftent hiftory. 
*' And though they were roving in a dc- 
" fert for forty years, and far removed 
** from the reft of the world ; yet we have 
" feen, what manifeft tokens remain of 

^^ their 
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*' their jotirneying, and ihiraciilous pre- chap^ 
^^ fervationV' . y. 



Sufficient has nowbcen faid to conyince conciufion, 
any candid inquirer, that the principal fadls 
related iil the books of Mofcs do by no 
mean? depend merely upon his foUtary tef- • 
timony, but that they are fupported by the 
concurrent voice of all nations. 

Wc have followed theftream of profane 
tradition, from the very creation itfelf, to 
the period when the Egyptian tyrant was 
conftraincd by the mighty arm of God to 
difmifs the oppreffed Ifraelites : and though 
we have frequently feen it corrupted with 
extraneous matter, or gliding beneath the 
luxuriant foliage of allegory ; yet its purity 
has never been fo far debafed, as to pre- 
clude the poffibility of difcovering the 
fountain, iirom which it originally iflued. 

We have obferved, that nearly every 
Pagan coftnogony, in a maimer ftridly ana- 
logous to the exordium of Genefis, de- 
fcribcs darknefs and water to be the fun- 
damental principles of all things. We have 
foupd ibme nations dividing the work ,of 

y iryant on the PUgucs of Egypt, p, A25. 

- VOL. I, R creation 
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SECT, creation into fix different periods; and 
I.- others declaring, that an eifalted peHbnage, 

a myfterious emanation from the Supreme 

Being, was the author of the univerfe. 

Proceeding in out refearches, we have 
met with almoft a general tradition, that 
man was once upright and innocent j but 
that, through the envy of a malicious de- 
mon, he forfeited his priftihe integrity, and 
became the fp6rt of difeafe and corruption. 
We have feen the remembrance of that 
form, which the tempter ailumed, pre- 
ferved with an uncommon degree of ac- 
curacy ; and we have beheld the univerfal 
expe6lation of fome viftorious power, fome 
, mediatorial deity, who was deftined to 
bruife the head of the vanquilhed ferpent* 

Suffering ourfelves to be carried down 
the flream of ancient mythology, we next 
learned, that the depravity of mankind gra- 
dually attained to fuch a height, as to pro- 
voke the vengeance of heiven ; that the 
avenues to* divine mercy were clofed; and 
that, a tremendous flood of waters fwept 
away every living /oul in undiflinguiihed 
ruin. Along with this tradition, we found 
' that all nations entertained ' a belief, that 

{omG 
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fbme piou3 prince was faved in an ark chap. 
from the dreadful calamity^ which defo^ v; 
lated a whole world ; and that, in many — - — 
countries, even the number of perfons pre* 
ferved along with him was accurately re- 
corded. We met with various evident al- 
lufions to the fame awful event in the 
Gentile memorials of the dove and the 
rainbow ; and we beheld the remembrance 
of it deeply impreffed on the national be- 
lief of every country, whether fituated in 
the e^ftern or in the weftern hemifphere* 

Advancing next into the confines of the 
renovated w;orld> we faw the fecond pro- 
genitor of mankind transformed into one 
of the principal gods of the Heathens, and 
^Imoft every circumftance of his life accu- 
rately detailed. His mythological birth 
from the ark, in the midft of clouds an4 
tempefts ; his ikill in hufbandry ; his triple 
offspring; and the unworthy treatment 
which he experienced from his youngeft 
fon, dl paffed in review before our eyes, 
and ftamped indelibly the bright charafters - 
of truth upon the facred page of Scripture. 
We then traced the overthrow of the tower 
of Babel, and the deftrud:ion of the am- 
bitious Nimrod, in the laft war of the gi- 
K 2r ' ants ; 
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SECT, ants ; wKen the VolUed Ihutider of heaven 
I. was difefted agairift an impious race, ahd 

■ when the frantic projcfts of vain man were 

defeated by the immediate interference of 
Otnnipotence. Laftly, we met with va- 
rious records of the ancient Patriarchs in 
the writings of profane hifiorians ; yve faw 
Greece and China combining to prove the 
real exiftence of a feven years famine in 
the days of Jofeph ; and we bdheld ap un- 
interrupted tradition of the fexoduS of If- 
rael prefcrved in ' the fecluded deferts of 
Arabia. 

Here, therefore, agreeably to the plan 
, which had previoufly been laid down, Ihall 
be clofed this view of the cpincidtnce be- 
tween profane antiquity, and the earlier 
part of the Scriptural hiftory. Many, of 
late years, have been the, attempts to inva- 
lidate the credibility of that venerable por- 
tion of divine Revelation : but the Chriftiaii 
has no reafon to doubt, that God ^'\l\ ever 
fufFer the faith, which was once delivered 
to the faints, to be totally overthrown. It 
cannot, however, be too often enforced,- 
that the Bible is an authoritative ftandard, 
by which our lives and aftions are to be 
regulated. It never was deiigned to be 

merelv 
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mprdy a ciirious fubjed of criticifm, or chap. 
revealeci for the purpofe of gratifying a v. 

vaia curiofity, Wlxen oijr belief in the ' 

truth of Revelation has been rationally and 
iatisfacflorily eftablifhed, it is bur duty, not 
to r^ft fatisfied with a bare hiftorical per- 
/uaiion pf its authenticity ; but to Ihew the 
reality of our faith, by the purity of our 
lives and converfation. ,Our own unaf- 
fifted efforts indeed can neither create the 
principle, nor bring to maturity the fruits 
of halinefs. Of ourfelve$, we are not able 
-?ven to think a good thou^t, much leis 
to perform a good adion. We may per- 
haps attain to a bare belief in the truth of 
Scripture, as we do to that of any other 
hiftorical fad:, folely by cxercifmg our rea- 
son : but a true Chriftian faith- proceeds 
f»ojn God ^.lone, from Him who is the 
author of every good, and of every perfed 
gift'. 

Nor is this dodrine lefs agreeable to 
plain /matter of fad, than to the infpired 
word of rGod. However fome may arro- 
gantly boaft of their natural tendency to 
virtue, and their averfion from vice; he, 
that has the leaft knowledge of his own 

y Ephef. ii. 8. 

R 3 heart. 
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SECT, heart, will confeis, that he finds within it 
I. a bitter root of iin, which ftruggles againft 

r ■■ ■ every good reiblution, and which refiife 
every divine precept. This internal malady 
affords a conftant fiibjeft of grief even to 
the very bcft of men : but, in the unre- 
claimed and impenitent, it rages with a 
tenfold fiiry ; and urges them not unfre- 
quently to a prefiimptuous rejeftipn of 
Scripture itfelf. Hence wc find, that infi- 
' delity is ufijally the offspring, not fo much 
of an enlightened underftanding, as of a 
depraved heart. The precepts of revealed 
religion, not. its myfteries, are the true 
caufes of unbelief If Scripture be^ the 
word of God, the libertine and the de- 
bauchee are condemned to everlafling tor- 
ments ; if it be an impofture, the danger 
is removed, and the pleaiures of fin may 
be purfued . without interruption. What 
the heirt wifh'es to be falfe, the head ftrives 
to difbelieve : and the infpired volume is 
rejeded, not becaufe the evidences of- its 
credibility have, been found infufficicnt ; 
but becaufe it denounces eternal perdition 
to the whoremonger and the adulterer, the 
drunkard and the fenfualifl. ' 

As the afFedlions ^re the principal feat 

of 
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of infidelity, fo Chriftian. faith, as con- chap. 
tradiftinguiflied from bare fpeculative be- v. 
lief, is fituated in the heart, rather than in ■ 

the head. It confifts, not merely in an 
acknowledgaxut of the authenticity of 
Scripture ; but in ap unrelcrved obedience 
to its precepts, in a cordial fubmiffion to 
its authority, and in an unmixed reliance 
upon the merits of Jefus Chrift. To reft 
iatisfied with any inferior degree of con- 
viftion, is to labour under a moft dreadful 
delufion; and madly to build the hope of 
falvation, not upon the faith of a Chriftian, 
but upon tl^e belief of a demon. Some 
indeed ;may vdinly pieafe thefnfelves with 
I know not what undefined notion of the 
mercy of God : but the page of Scripture 
holds a very different language, and rer 
peatedly declares ; that to the impenitent 
and wilfully deluded no mercy whatfoever 
will be extended, but that a cup of inex- 
orable wrath, and . unallayed indignation, 
will be their eternal portion. 

On thefe grounds, we are warned in the 
iacred voluriie againft an evil heart of un- 
belief ; and It requires no great labout to 
prove, that a convidion of the underftand- 
ing is of little avail, unlefs the affections 
R 4 be 
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SEtT. be at the iamb time thoroughly reformed. 
I. To God aione we muft undoubtedly leave 

—*— '^ — the converfionof the heart; for without 
the prevenient grace, of his Holy Spirit vain 
■will be all the endeavours of man : but as 
a deep convi6lion of the truth of Scripture 
is a neceffary pirerequifite to this convcr- 
fion, the fubje<5l:, which has been difcuffcd, 
is by no means devoid of importance to 
the intercfts of Chriftianity. Every at- 
tempt to refcue the hiftorical part of the 
Pentateuch from the imputations, which 
have beei> caft upon it by infidelity, tends 
ultimately to cftablilh the authority, of the 
Gofpel ; and as fuch will be • fav6urably 
received by the friend of Revelation. He 
will confider the common motivfe, by which 
all Chriftians are influenced ; he will blefs 
the God of mercy for the various benefits^ 
which refult from our holy. religion; and 
his faith will receive additional ftrength, 
as he contemplates the church of Chrift 
fecurely founded upon a rofck, and ihining 
with the pure ethereal luflre of undimi- 
nilhed veracity. , 
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SECT- II. 
ITS r3rTEmsik.i. chedimlitt* 



CHAP. I, 

FOrR RULES LAID DOWX FOR THE Pl*1t-» 
FOSE OP ASCERTAINING THE TRUTH OF 
AXT RELIGIOK, AXD APPLIED TO PAGAK- 

ISM. 

Whoever has attempted to imitate 
the artieis fimplidty of truth, in a ihidied 
narration of feigned events, will ha\x found 
how extremely difficult it is to avoid a 
perpetual recurrence of inconiiftencies. In 
addition to the unity of time, place, and 
a<5tion, a thoufand little delicacies, which 
require the moft minute and painful at* 
tention, are abfolutely neccffary, in order 
to give fuch a compofition the femblancc 
of reality. If thefe be wanting, the ma- 
gical illufion is immediately deftroyed ; 
and the glaring deficiency of contrivance 
provokes in the reader no fentiments ex- 
cept thofe of unmixed difguft. * But if it 
be afferted, that the narrative, fo far from 

being 
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SECT* being an allowed tiiTue of romantic advcn-- 
ii» tures, comprehends nothing but plain mat- 
*j ' ' ■ ter of faft, the difficulty of conneding 
luch a detail is then confidcrably height- 
cued. The page of authentic hiftory, and 
the accurate calculations of chronology, 
will prefent infuperable obftacles on the 
one hand ; while Ibme internal contradic- 
tion, fome unobferved inconiiftcncy, will 
equally ferve to expofe the impofture oa 
the other. Many different religions have 
been prppofed to mankind at different pe- 
riods of the world, and by different per- 
fons. Hence to a thinking mind a ques- 
tion will naturally occur ; whether any of 
them are deferving of ferious attention, or, 
whether they are all to be confidered as 
equally falfe and contemptible. With 
whatever degree of juftice thefe feveral 
forms of worihip may claim the fandion 
of divine authority ; it is eafy to conceive 
in theory the peculiar Jkind of internal cre- 
dibility, which would llamp with marks of 
indifputable tmth the religion that pol^ 
feffed it. Such a theory is not affefted ei- 
ther by the Qxiftepce or hon-exiftence of an 
authentic revelation ; it is pui;ely ,an ab- 
ftraft idea, like thofe pictures of a perfeft- 
ly wife and good man, which the ancient 

. phi- 
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philosophers plealcd themfelvcs with de- chap* 
lineatitig. When the degree of evidence, i: 
neceflary to feftablifli the truth of any mat- -^— ^ — ^ 
ter of fa^ tradiiionalfy received, has once 
been laid down according to the principles 
of right reafon 5 it does not appear that, 
we are bound to admit any religon asstrue, 
uTilefs its tokens of credibility correfpond 
with fuch a theory. Speaking abftradiedly, 
it feems impoflible for any theological 
iyftem to be falfe, provided it can be 
ihcwn^ 

I. That the promulger of it was not Four miw 
fclf-deceived into a belief, that he was di- for the pat, 
vinely commiffioned ; a deception, which cmauiing 
could only originate, either froni Enthu-ln^rdl!''*' 
fiafrq,, pr from certain falfe appearances^"^* 
fuppofed to be miracles : ♦ 

II. That he was not an impoftor; or^ 
in other words, that he had no intentioii 
to deceive his'foUowers*: 

* I dq not pretend to claim any originality in laying 
down thefc rules j they appear from their obvioufhers to be 
a kind of common property, equally belonging to all, who 
have pccafion to difcufs the credibility of any real or pre- 
tended revelation. The novelty of the difquifition mull 
arife, not frqm tjie rules themlelves, but from the mode of 
ufingtheni. 

III. 
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:6t.cT^ IIL That autb^tjc 4o€uji>e^ts\ have 
i£. been hwded -down Ijq ppfterity from abo# 
■ the time, when fu^hjcvttfts tpok pkcp^ 
•without any corruption or intcrpo}ati<^, 
except fuch various readings ^^ arp th^-na- 
tural and neceflary confcqp<>nce of frequent 
tranfcription ; ^ and which may, generally 
/peaking, be correfted by a careful colla- 
tion of the beft and mpft angient copies ^: 

IV. And that the moral precepts be 
Tuch, as are worthy of the goodnejfe and 
purity of God ; tending to promote virtue^ 
and to difcountenance vice ^. 

/ 

^ A religion may indeed be true, without pofleffing Ibis 
third mark 5 but in that cafe, wp never can be abfolutely 
certain of its truths bgcaufe we know not. how far the oral 
tradition might have i^een corrupted. Hence we may rea- 
fonably conclude, that God ncrer would fend a. religion into 
the world defedlive in fo material a point. 

« It may be proper to obierve^ that, during the appllca- 
^tioH of the two firft .of thefe rules to the Mofaical difpenfa- 
tion, it mull be granted, merely for the Jake pfargumenty that 
the Pentateuch contains a true narrative of fa6ts. In other 
words, I fhall endeavour to prove, that, fuppoling for a mo- 
ment the Scripture hiftoiy to be authentic, Mofes was nei- 
ther felf-deccived nor a deceiver of others. Whether the 
hiftoiy be authentic or no, fhall be con(ider«d under the 
third peculiarity to be required Ir a true religion. See 
chap., v. 

Mr. Leilie's four rules for afcertaining the truth of an? 
matter of fa6l, ^re, ^' firft, That the matters of faft be fuch, 
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If we examine the Pagan mythologies chap. 
by thefe rules, we fliall invariably ' find i, * 

them deficient in one or other, generally 

in all of them. We have no fufficiefit to^'pa*^'*^** 
caufc to believe, that either Zoroafter, or*"*' 
Thoth, or Orpheus, or Numa, were really 
infpired, or. even, fancied themfelves to be 
fo. We rather have every reafon to ima- 
gine, that they wilhed to deceive their 
followers, for the purpofes of acquiring 
political influence. But even for a mo- 
meht allowing thefe two particulars, what 
genuine documents have we of the original 
propagation of Paganifm ? We have no- 
thing to rely upon, but a blind and uncer- 
tain tradition. Neither the Orphic hymns, 
nor the Theogony of Hefiod, much leis 
the Metamorphofes of Ovid, pretend to 
have been written at the time, when the 
things, which they relate, were tranfa<Sed. 
Where can we find any credible account 



*^ as that men's outward fenfes, their eyes and ears, may be 
*' judges of it ; fecondly, that it be done publicly in the 
*' face of the' world , thirdly^ that not only public monu- 
*' mehts be kept up in memory of it, but fome outward ac- 
*' tions to be performed 5 fourthly, that fuch monuments, 
'' and fuch a6lions and obfervances be inftituted, and do 
" commence from the time that the matter ol* faft was 
" done." Short Method with the Deifts. 

of 
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SECT., of the Exploits of Jupiter or Hercules, \lp^ 
Hi on the fuppofition that they were real de- 

"" ; '-* ities ? . Upon what foundation are thole 
pretended revelations built, inculcating the 
doclrines of polytheifm ? The true fenle 
of them is either wrapped up in the myf- 
tbrious . fecrecy of the priefthood, or dif- 
guifed in the allegories of the poets ^. The 
wifer part even of the heathen world con- 
temned and defpifed fiich abliirdities ; aftd 
the inftitution of tha celebrated myfteries 
of Eleufis completely withdrew the veil 
from thele wild fables, by declaring, that 
the whole body of heathen Gods were 
only men deified for the greatneis of their 
/ aftions, which the ignorance and blind ve- 
neration of the age converted into mira- 
cles. With regard to the fourth rule, it 
may with confidence be afferted, that it 
excludes, without a fingle exception, every 
religion of Pajganifn^ from any claim to di- 



d Of* this nature are the writings of the Hindoos j m 
them a coti6derable portion of truth is blended with a Aafs 
of abfurdity and error. But, great as is their antiquity, 
even they alfo are deficient in that peculiar kind of internal 
credibility, which fhines fo confpicuoufly in the writkigs of 
Mofes. None of thofe, which I have read, pretend. to have 
been written at the time, when the fa^ls, which they recite, 
happened. 

tine 
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Vine inspiration. So ihockingly depraved, chap* 

and ib deeply corrupted are men in a i. 

ftate of nature, that the ancient idolaters ■ ■ ' ■ ' * 

not only committed every abomination, 

but eveii deified their enormities. Their 

wretched gods were monfters of cruelty, 

levydnefs, and profligacy. While Moloch, 

Nareda, and Theutates were appeafed with 

the bloqd of human ,vid:ims ; no offering 

could be made * at the Ihrine of Mylitto 

and Venus, fo acceptable as female chiftity 

and honour. Wherever the demon of Pa- 

ganifm appeared, cruelty,^ debauchery, and 

impurity were his conflant attendants : 

nor was his baneful influence lefs conlpi- 

GUOU3 in the rites of Mexico and Peru, 

than in thofe of Greece, Canaan, or Hin- 

doflan. The very principle of the ancient 

idolatc;rs was totally vitiated ; what then 

could we expeft from their pradice ? If 

the immortals were guilty of fuch vices,^ 

what blame could attach to the mere man, 

who indulged in them ? From-this ihort 

review it fufficietitly appears, that Pagan- 

ifm in no fhape or country could be the 

religioiji of a moft pure and mofl wife 

Deity. 
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CHAP, 11. 

APPLICATION OP THE FIRST RtTLE TO JU* 
DAISM. I. MOSES WAS NOT DECEIVED^ 
WHEN HE ASSERTED HIS DIVINE COM- 
MISSION, EITHER I. BY ENTHUSIASM, OR 
2. BY FANCYING CERTAIN NATURAI* 
PHE^NOMENA TO BE MIRACLES. 

Among the various religions of anti- 
quity,, that of Judaifm particularly de- 
mind's the attention of an inquirer after- 
truth. Whether he confidcrs its remote 
origin 5 its fingular difference from all 
others J its unqualified claims to divine au- 
thority ; or the miferable remnant of its 
votaries fcattered over the face of the 
whole earth, yet ftill remaining a diilind: 
people : in whatever point of view he be- 
holds it,^his curiofity muft be more than 
ordinarily excited. Unhke the accommo- 
dating genius of Paganifm, the Jewifli 
Law denounces as execrable and abomina^ 
ble every form of worfliip, except that 
prefcribed by Mofes. Inftead of a hoft of 
idols, one Almighty and AUwife God is 
propofed as the fingle objed of adoration ; 
and a volume is yet pijeferved, to which 

- the 
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the deicendants of Ifrael ftill pertinaeiou'fly chap. 
adhere, and ftill jefolutely maintain to be 11. 

of divine obligation. This volume de- * 

fcribcs itfeif to have been revealed under 
the miniftry of Mofes, and is recei;ired as 
iuch by the Jews, while their ancient law- 
giver is reverenced ^among them as the 
firft and greateft of prophets*^. 

The qucftion is, how far the religion of 
the Jews anfwers in point of credibility to 
the theory which has been laid down. 

I. fTas not Mofes y when he afferted his ^, , '• 

»•. . t.^ 7 Motes was 

divine legation^ deceived into a belief that he "o' ^^^^f dc 
was fupernaturally commi/Honed, either by en when he 

.1 r r 7 . . '. *^ . -^ affertedhis 

tbujtajm^ or by tmagmmg certain appearances 6:iY\ntcom^ 

f .7 "7 • 7 /• • • o mifliQn, ci- 

to^ be miracles y wbicp were not fo m reality^ x^ct, 

I. To fee .how far it is probable, that t. 
Mofes was an cnthufiaft, we muft examine fiafm. 
what his jfituation was prior to the time, 
at which he commenced his undertaking ; 
and the diipofition of his mind, wheny as 
it is pretended, he for the firft time re- 



* See thefe ideas admirably expanded and purfued by 
Lord Prefident Forbes, in his *' Thoughts concerning Re- 
** ligion." ' 

, TOL. I. s ceived 
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•sfeCT. ceived from God his legiflative and pro- 
11.^ phetical authority. 

M6fes> while ah infatit, had been difco- 
vered by tlie daughter of the kir^ of Egypt, 
cxpoled. to perifli upon the waters of the 
Nile* The princefs, moved to compaffiori 
by his helplefs' fitiiafion, preserved him; 
and had him educated as her own fbn. 
Egypt, at' that period; was- celebrated over 
the* whole world for its fcience and lite* 
rature. Perhaps it is not lb eafy at this 
diftance of time to determine, in what the 
wifdom of Egypt confifted : but as the 
Greeks allowedly borrowed the whole of 
their philofophy from that nation, it is 
not improbable; that it might be employed 
partly in refined and abftraA Speculations 
on the nature of God ; partly in interpret- 
ing the hieroglyphics aWd unftlding the 
myfterious arcana of" their manifold poly* 
theifm -; aitd partly in' tiploBng the won- 
ders of phyfiology. A^"Hferodt)tiis ^ men- 
tions the belief of the Egyptians in the 
ttanftnigration of - fouls, perhaps alfo a de- 
, fcription of the various channels, through 
which the foul was .iupppled torgHdc in its 

^ Herod. lib, ii. c, 123. 
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progrefs to purity and final beatitude, might chap, 
form no inconfiderable portion of this wif- ii. 

dpm. But, whatever it might be, we are r 

told, that Mofes was learned , in the whole 
of it. Now the effedls of a profound 
knowledge of philofophy are very feldom 
enthufiafm and fuperftition. Knowledge 
makes a man flow and cautious in judg- 
ing ; uriwilling to determine without the 
moft fatisfaftory evidence ; and, above all 
things, averfe from ralh and headlong mea- 
fures : knowledge therefore muft necef- 
farily be incompatible with enthufiafm, 
which is the natural offspring of igno- 
rance. 

The Jewifli. Legiflator moreover was 
brought up amidfl: the luxury and refine- 
ment of a court ; but fiich a mode of edu- 
cation is obvioully far from bemg favour- 
able to enthufiafm. An enthufiaftic cour- 
tier, elpecially when that enthufiafm re- 
fpeds a fancied call from heaven, is cer- 
tainly, at leaft in,thefe our days, no veiy 
common charader. 

Another confiderable argument, to jprovc 
that Mofes was not an enthufiaft, may be ' 
deduced frohx the adual ftate of his mind, 
s^ ' at 
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SECT, at the time, when he is faid to have rc- 
; II. ceived his divine commiflion. A perfon 

1 under the impulfe of a fanatical enthu- 

fiafm fees no difficulties, and fears no dan- 
gers. Inftead of ftarting any objeAions, 
he rulhes eagerly forward, full of confi- 
dence in his own powers, and imprefled 
with the moft lively aflurance, that fuccefs 
will finally crown his endeavours. But 
was this the cafe with Mofes? Let us 
confult the hiftory. 

*' The angel of the Lord appeared unto 
" him iri a flame of fire out of the midft 
" of a bulh : and he looked, and behold 
*^ the bulh burned with fire, and the bulh 
V was not conluitied. And Mofes faid, I 
*' will now turn afide, and fee this great 
'^ fight, why the bulh is not burnt* And 
^' when the Lord faw, that he turned afidc 
^^to fee, God called unto him out of the 
" midft of the bufh, and faid, Mofes, 
'' Mofes. And he laid. Here am P. — And 
^^ the Lord laid, I have furely feen the af- 
*^ fliftion of my people which are in Egypt, 
'^ and have heard their cry by realbn of 
^[ their talk-mafters — rCome now, there- 



/* fore. 
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/^ fore^ and I will fend thee unto Pharaoh,, chap. 
*^ that thou mayeft bring forth my people, 11/ . 

*' the children of Ifrael, out of Egypt. And ' — 

" Mofes faid unto God, fTAo am /, that I 
^^ Jloould go unto Pharaoh, and that I Jhould 
*' bring forth the children of Ifrael out of 
" ^gyp^ ^ And he faid, Certainly I will be 
" with, thee : and this fhall be a token 
*' unto thee, that I have fent thee, when 
" thou haft brought forth the people out 
** of Egypt, ye fhall ferve God upon this 
'^ mountain. And Mofes faid unto God, 
^\Behold when I come unto the dhil^ren of 
" Ifrael^ andjhallfay unto them, The Qod of 
^^ your fathers hath fent me unto you, and 
^^ they jhdll fay td me. What is his name^ 
'' whatJhaU I fay uJito. them f 

To this interrogation, God replies by liis 
proper name, of Jehovah ; and gives Mofes 
the m()ft gracious and encouraging aflu* 
ranees of his luccefs. All however is in- 
fufficient to excite in him a proper degree 
of courage, for fo arduous an undfertaking. 

" Mofes anfwered and laid. But pehold 
" they will not believe me, nor hearken unto . 
" my voice 'y for they will fay y the Lord hath 
^' not appeared unto theeJ^^ 

'S3 In 
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SECT. In order to diipcl thefe apprfchenfions, 
II. God was pleafcd to confirm' the faith of 
— *-^ — his prophet by two miracles ; and to pro- 
mife, that he would enable him to con- 
vince the Ifraelites of Jiis diyine miffion, 
by a no lefs extraordinary fign, than that 
of taking water out of the river, anij 
changing it into blood before them. Npt- 
withftandirig this, we find that Mofcs pre- 
fently flarts another difficulty. " 

*' And ]V^ofes faid unto the Lord, wjf 
'^ Lordy I am no f eloquent y neither heretofore^ 
*^ 7iQr Jince thou haji fpokeh to thy fervant j 
" but I am Jlow of Jpeech^ and of a Jlov) 
*^ tongue. And the Lord Taid unto him; 
*f Who hath made man's niouth? or who 
*' maketh the dumb, or the deaf, or the 
** feeing, or the blind ? Have not I the 
*' Lord ? Now therefore go, and X will be 
'* with thy rriouth, and teach thee what 
'' thou fhalt fay^/' 

Mofes at length openly acknowledges 
his averfion from the tafk, arid befeecbes 
God to appoint another : 
^ *' O my Lordy fend I pray thee by the 

^^ batid of him whom thou wilt fend^^ ^ 

* Exod. iv. 10. 

guch 
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Such lii^ew^njuiefs juftly provc^es the chap. 
Almighty, and; Mofcs ijijtiq^s^tely is con- ij. 
ftraincd to iubmit. I^gt any candi4 in- ■■■ ' ' 
quirer now judge, how far the Jewifli JLe- 
-giflator can be thought to have a^fted. un- 
der the imprellions of enthuiiafm. :; . 

2. But it may be obje<3:ed> that Mofes *• 
might ppflSbly.miftake fome of the moi:e eying cer- 
. wonderful phenomena o^ n^^ure jpr mV ^^^^ phcno. 
racles. Thus, in the middle ages, thofe miraeics. 
curipus experiments, the principles of, which 
are now known, were thought to be;jhe 
cffecb of magic, and the perfons, wfeo 
performed them, to be inchaijters* 

A miftake of the otcUnary opera,tions of 

.nature, for miraculous appearances, can 

;^oaly arife either from enthufiafm, or from 

igi9iorance. In the cafe of Mofes, it could 

not have proceeded from enthuiiafm, be- 

caufe it has already been ihewn, that he 

-was no enthiffi^llj neither could it have 

originated &Qm ignorance, becaufe fuch a 

fuppofition runs direAly counter to the 

affertion^ that the Jewilh Legiflator was 

learned in all ^hc wifdom of Egypt. Hence 

it follows, that he could not have laboured 

under any fuch mifi^e^ . 

*" S4 Thfs 
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SECT. This will appear in a yet more ftriking 
II. point of view, it we coniider the beha-- 

•-— — viour of Mofes, when a fign from heaven 
is faid firft to have been granted to him. 
It certainly bears no refemblance to that 
of an ignorant man, who haftily fancies 
every wonderful phenomenon to be fome- 
thing iuperhatural. When Mofes beheld 
the burning bufh, the firft idea, which 
fuggefted itfelf to his mind,^ Was to ap- 
proach and examine, WHV *^ the bufh was 
not burntt This- is a very natural der- 
icription of the manner, in which a man 
of 'learning, 'abilities, and philofbphical cu- 
riofity, was likely to a6l upon'fuch an ocr 
cafion. As nothing is more favourable to 
contfemplatign ' than folitudc, we rnay ear 
fih fuppofe, that Mofes, partly from incli- 
nation, and partly from a wilh to divert 
•the languor of his retirement, would fre- 

^ quently recur to his former jihyfiological 

purfuits. Whilft his ntiind perhaps was in 
fuch a ftate, his attention was arretted by 
a fingular phenomenon : a bulh near him 
fuddenly burft out into a flame, and, not- 
withftanding the fiercenefs of the blaze, re- 
mained unconfumed. An appearance like 



• £xod. ill. 5. 

this 
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tKis had doubtlefs' never Occurred to Wm chap. 
in the whole courfe of his ftudlcs,,and was ii. 
utterly linaccountable upon any^ principles -^— — ^ 
of natural philofophy. Still he never feems 
to have imagined, that it was any parti- 
cular interpoiition of heaven. With a 
mixture of true philofophical coolnefs and 
curiofity, he haftens to inveftigate the 
caufcs, which could produce fo flrange and 
uncommon an efFeft : ^^ I will now turn 
" afide, and fee this great fight, why the 

" bulhis not burnt/' 

I 

It may truly be faid, that ghofts and 
fpedres are never beheld except with the 
eye of terror and expeftation ^ and wirh 
equal truth may it be kflerted, that the 
wonderful vilions of an enthuiiaft. are never 
prefented to his fancy, till his mind is firfl 
heated and prepared for their reception. 
But Mofes, fo far from feeming to have 
had the leaft prepofleffion of the kind, ma- 
nifeftly confiders the hlazing bulh in no 
other light, than that of fome wonderful 
and hidden operation of nature, till all his 
faculties are roufed by the voice of the Al- 
mighty. To conclude ; fince it appears, 
that Mofes was not led away, either by 
enthufiafm or ignorance, the two only 

. fburccs 
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SECT, icnirccs of error, k znay reafonably be in- 
II. fcrred, that Judaifm poffefTes the firft mar^ 

r- I ojF authenticity ; TAe promulger of it npas 

not deceived, himfelfi when he ajfumed tke 
funSlions of a 'prophet and a Lawgiver. 
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CHAP, m, 

APPLICATION OP THE SKCOJTD R.Ul!e'; 11. 
MOSES DID* NOT WISH XO DBC^IV$ 

OTHERS. , 

^ ... ... . ■ .. .^ 

It fliall n^xt be tried, Whether the Mo- 
faical difpenfation Will bear the t€ft re- 
quired by the fccond Rule : 

IL ^komb Mofes was not deceived bimfelK n. 

, ' ^ • f r ^o^^s did 

wf\at reajdn ts there to prevent us Jrom con^^ not y^xoa to 
fiiet^^g}\t0 in the light of an artful impofiory ofhcre. • 
nvho^l^nfrived, like many other impoftorsy to 
deceive 'bis ignorant followers f ' 

^ The ' moft convinciivg argument, to prove 
that tlii^ was not the cafe wkh Mofes, is 
that drawn from his coridu<St ; wiiich was, 
in almoft every refpetS:, dire^ty opppfite to 
what -a perfbn guided by mere-humaA/ire^- 
fon would have adopted*. A deceiver 



* This mode of arguing is very powerfully ufed by Mn 
Bryant, in his Thoughts upon the Exodus of Ifrael, at the 
end of his treatife upon the Plagues of Eg}'pt. ''When the' 
" Author * (M. Niebuhr) " fays, that the Ifraelites would riot' 
" have been thus blindly led, he ihould have farther confi- 
'' dered^ that neither would Mofes have thus blindly led 

" them. 
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SECT, would naturally have endeavoured above 
iiA all things to ingratiate himfelf with the If- 
^ ■ raelites, upon whom he meant, that at a 

convenient opportunity, his machinations 
ihould ?take effeft. At the fame time, com- 
mon prudcrtcc would teach him, to court 
the favour of the Egyptians, and to main- 
tain undiminilhed his intereft at the court 
of Pharaoh. Thus^ while on, the one hand 
he was gradually, rendering the- departure 
of the Ifraelites lefs .unpopular to the i)ulk 
of the Egyptian nation ; b^.riii^ht oij^the 
other, by a fedulbus^ attention:.^ tip /}\is- pa- 
tron, and by watching' every opportunity 
of ingratiating himfelf into his favour, di- 
minifli his averfion from fuch fi meafure. . 

. But in what .mariner did Moibs ' aft ? 
Roufed 'ito indignAtisrit by the . oppr^ffion-, 
whicU the taCk-rftlRftcrs ei^^rcifed p^r his 
^Tintfymen^i he att^^l^ed pne, of, thpfe pet- 
ty-ty#»Bts^ aodr flew: Mvn- This rafli ac- 

'^ them. Nobody in his fenfes would have brought himfelf 
f^Sftto. theft difficulties, unleft ' under- the influence of an 
. " higher ppver. Hence this inference muft neceflarily fol: 
'Moy, that fuch a power did lead and control them. The 
" whole was brought about by the wifdom of God, that he 
" might manifefl his fuperiority in preferving his fervants, 
" and confounding his enemies," P. 387. . . 

. tion, 
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tlon, which would naturally irritate the chap. 
people of the land againft him, does not iii. 
appear to have had any efFecft in conciliat- ; 

ing the gratitude and afFeAion of the I{^ 
raelites. Attempting Ihortly after to re- 
concile two of his brethren, between whom 
a difpute had arifen, he was immediately 
reproached with the death of the Egyptian, 
and tauntingly afked, whence he derived 
his commiffion to become an arbitrator. 
Such a recjcption does not much'refemble 
that of a popular demagogue ; nor was his 
former impetuosity at all , Similar to the 
cool, wary, cunning of an artful impoftor, 
who, intent upon accomplishing Some great 
defign, can fmother his paflions, and bear 
an infult without tellifying any Signs of re- 
fentment. The matter foon came to the 
ears of the king ; who, as it might be ex- 
pelled, determined to inSlidl upon Mofes 
the puniSliment of death. This fate he 
cfcaped, only by a precipitate flight into 
the wildcrnefs. Here, Shut out as he was 
from all his former connexions, and cut oSF 
fronj all fociety with his relatives, every 
reafonable hope of efFeding his purpofe> 
bad he been an impoStor, muSl for ever 
have vanished. Here, remaining as he 
did, till '' the men which fought his life 

** were 
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SECT. ^^ vfrcrc dead ;" till he was grown entirely 
li* but of remembrance ; and till all his in- 

-T- r tcreft at court, and all . his popularity 

among his brethren, if indeed he ever had 
any, were loft irrevocably : what, profped 
could he have of fuccefs, in alfuniing the 
character of a delegate from heaven ? Yet 
this . apparently inaufpicious moment he 
firigled out for his eriterprizQ. 

From a perfbn now mature in years, 
and already by experience knowing the evil 
corifeqiiehces of precipitation, one might 
certainly expecft the moft confumiriate 
worldly wifdom, and the greateft dexterity 
in conducting his plans.* As the populace, 
from their deficiency^ in education, and 
' their want of difcerhment, are more eafily 
deceived than their luperiors ; he would na- 
turally firft attempt to eftablilh a ftrong 
party among thofe, who felt themfelvea 
moft injured, and who yet fmarfed under 
the lafh of the tallc-maften He, would 
rigiitly> judge, that men of higher attain- 
ments, if he fliould firft open his preten- 
fions to them, would foori deteft their fal- 
lacy, and treat them with contempt : but 
if he could only engage the populace in his . 
favour, he might theh be nearly fiire of 
' the 
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the coutifenanca of the higher ranks ; part- chap. 
ly froto the ptofped: of emancipating them- iii. 
fclves, and partly from an ambition of; ac- — =— ^^^ 
quiring dominion*'. Let us 'cbnfult the 
hiftory. 

" Mofes atid Aaron weht> and gathered 
" together all the e/ders of the children of 
'* Ifrael : and Aaron fpalce all the* words 
" which the Lord had fpoken unto Mofes, 
" and" (as the feries of events Ihews, after-^ 
wards) " did figns in the fight of the 
" peopled" 

* This very line of condudl wa3 adopted by the impoftof 
Mohammed. He began with converting his own family j 
and among them, his wife's uncle, Waraka Ebn Nawful, 
one of the >princ?pal men of bis tribe ; and his- coufin All. " The 
" next perfon, Mohammed applied to with fucccfs, was Ab- 
*' dallah Ebn Abu Kohafa, furnamed Abu Beer, a man of 
*' very confideralh authority among the Korejft), and one, whofe 
'* intereft he well knew would be of gfekt fervice to him; 
" Nor was he at all difappointed iii hid views ; for Abu 
'' Beer being gained over, prevailed alfo on Othman Eba 
*' Affari, Abd' abrahman Ebn Auf, Saaid Ebn Abi Wakkas, 
" Al Zobeir Ebn Al A>j^ram/ and Telha Ebn Obeid* allah; 
" all ptindpal men in Mecc^, to follow his exaftiple. Aftcr- 
" wards Abu Obeida, whofe name was Ariier Ebn Abd'al- 
'Mah, Obeida Ebn Al Hareth, Said Ebn Zeid, Abd' allah 
*' Ebn Mafud, and Amer Ebn Yafcri at the folUcitatlon of the 
*' freeing converts^ embraced IHamifm; arid openly declarfetf 
" their intention to fopp0rtMbhamrtol*" Modcrtt Univi? 
Hift. vol. i. p. 45. 

« Exod. iv. 30. 

Here 
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SECT* Here %ve find the order of ajfting pre- 
II. cifely the reverfe of that, which would 
* moft probably have been adopted, accord- 

ing to the diftates of mere human wLf- 
dom. 

Mofes had now fccured the corlcurrence 
of his pwn nation ; the next ftep therefore 
was to obtain the confent of the king to 
their departure. But this matter unfor- 
tunately was then much more difficult 
than ever. , The influence, which Mofes 
once poflerfed through the favour of Pha-- 
raoh's daughter, was no more. A hew 
king fat upon the throne, to whom, from 
his long abferice, he muft in all probability 
have been totdly anknown. This being 
the ftate of affairs, the greateft delicacy 
and addrefs were requilite to open fo un- 
pleafant a bufinefs to the king> ^ that o£ 
wifliing to lead away many thoufands of 
ufeful iervatits. A psfthctic reprefentation 
of the mifcry which they endured, and an 
humble petition for rcdreft of grievances, 
would be the moft likely means to prove 
efFeftual ; and yet it is not very probable,^ 
that even thcfc would procure more than 
aa alleviation of their fufFerings. For who, 
^n fobcr reafon, could venture to expeft, 

that 
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that a prince tvould quietly permit the Ic- chap. 
ccffion of iuch an immenfe body of fl^ves, m. 

as the Ifraelites compofcd ? Inftead how ^ 

ever of an eloquent addrefs from Aaron, 
who took upon him the oJfRce of orator, 
the haughty Pharaoh heard nothing more, 
than a laconic and peremptory demand, 
that the Ifraelites Ihoyld be difmiffed. 
^' Thus faith the Lord God of Ifrael, Let 
'* iny people go, that they may hold a 
^' feaft unto me in the wildernefs^." The 
fiiccefs of this unceremonious petition was 
^fuch as might naturally be expefted; though, 
humanly fpeaking, it is impoffiWe to avoid 
being aflonifhed at the ftrange imprudence 
of Mofes and Aaron- " Pharaoh faid. Who 
^* is the Lord, that I Ihould obey his voice 
^^ to let Ifrael go ? I know not the Lord, 
'' neither will I let Ifrael go^" In fliort, 
-all that the king granted was an incteafe, 
"inftead of a diminution, of hardships. An 
additional burden was immediately im«- 
pofcd upon the Ifiraelites, in fconfequence 
of whidi they were highly incenfed againft 
their new leaders. The language, which 
they held. Was not very promifing to the 
afpiring hopes bf an impoftor, in the very 

^ Exod. V. I. « Exod. V. a. 

VOL. I. T be- 
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SECT, beginning of his career. ** The Lord look 
II, *' upon you and judge^ becaufe ye have 

— *' made our favour to be abhorred in the 

" eyes of Pharaoh, and in the eyes of his 
** fervants, to put a fword in their hand 
^* to flay us^" Such was the termination 
of the firft attempt made to hberate the 
children of Ifrael ; and here we may fafely 
pronounce, that all the hopes of an ira- 
poftor muft have ended. The nation, over 
which Mofes was appointed to prcfide, was 
fo cruflied with the iron rod of oppreffion, 
that they do not appear to have had either 
the inclination or the power, to aflert their 
rights by open violence. 

Mofes and Aaron however w^ere not in- 
timidated by this unfiiccefsful attempt. At 
their next audience with the king, and in 
all their fubfequent ones, inftead of endea- 
vouring to foften him by fubmifSon, their 
aim was to terrify him into obedience by 
a feries of moft ftupendous miracles. Thefe 
at length had the defired efFeft, and there- 
fore wc cannot conceive them to have been 
mere impofture. On the circumftance 
then of their Jucce/s, another argument 

f Exod. V. a I. 

may 
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may be built to prove the divine legation chap. 
of Mofes, and> confequently, his innocence iii. 
of any intention to deceive the people. If ■ 
Mofes had atteriipted to w^ork miracles, 
for the exprefs purpofe of liberating the 
Ifraelites, and they had failed in producing 
the dcfired efFe<3: ; it would nQceflarily fol- 
low, that^ fuch miracles were not per- 
formed by the finger of God. The reafon 
is obvidus ; every operation of the Moft 
High muft produce its full cffeA, other- 
-wife we are led into the abfurdity of fup- 
pofing, that God is not omnipotent. Thus 
it is evident, that fuch a claim of mira^ 
culous .power would only have flamped 
njore indelibly upon Mofes and Aiaron the 
chara6ter of impoftors. But, that they did 
not fail of fuccefs is manifefl, otherwife the 
Ifraelites would never have been fuffered ^ 
to leave Egypt. It only remains therefore 
to Ihew, that thefe were real miracles, and 
that the king^was not deceived and inti- 
midated by certain falfe appearances.. 

The firfl miracle Wrought before Pha- 
raoh, was the converiion of Aaron's rod 
into a ferpent. The king, inflead of being 
influenced by it, feems to have argued 
with himfelf, that, as this fign was Ihewn 
T ^ , for 



• Digitized by 



Google 



{t76 HORiE MOSAIC/E* 

sicT. for the purpofe of inducing him to difmifs 
II. the children of Ifrael, if the magicians 
■?■ could produce a fimilar one to command 

the contrary, he might be allowed to slA 
in conformity to which miracle he pleafed. 
He therefore imiiiediately called the Egyp- 
tian Ibrcerers, who changed likewife their 
rods into ferpents. It is not very ealy to 
account for this circumftancc, uuleft wc 
fuppofe, that God permitted them to ex- 
' ercife miraculous powers to a certain de- 
gree, for the purpofe of Ihewing in a more 
ftriking manner their inferiority to his nni- 
nifters. The tenor of the hiftory will 
fcarcely allow us to attribute it to what is 
comnionly called fleight of hand. Though 
perhaps in this inftance they migtt have 
contrived to deceive the beholders, by con- 
veying tameferpents upon the ground from 
underneath their garments ; yet in the mi- 
racles, which follow, and which the magi- 
cians performed as well as Aaron, it ap- 
pears impoiiible for any deception to have 
been praftifed. However this may be, it 
is at ieaft manifeft, that Pharaoh placed 
Mofes and Aaron precifely upon the fame 
footing with the Egyptian forccrers ; and, 
though Aaron's rod fwailowcd up their 
tods, yet he was probably confidered by 

the 
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the king only in the light of a more fkilful chap. 
magician. It may be faid, that if he iii. 

r^ed hU decifion upon the manifeft fupe- ^ 

riority of cither party, he ought in reafon 
to have difmiffed the Ifraelites. This is 
very true ; but every one knovsrs, how much 
the judgment is warped by the inclination. 

The feme remarks may be made upon 
the two fubfcquent miracles, the changing 
of the river into blood, and the bringing 
itp of the frogs ; in both of which, the fu- 
periority of Mofcs and Aaron over the ma- 
gicians was no lefs confpicuous than in 
the former cafe. Though thefe deceivers 
were permitted to change the water into 
blood, and to call up frogs,, it exceeded all 
their power to counteract the influence of 
thofe plagues. Pharaoh was oblige^dc. to 
have recourfe to Mofcs and Aaron, a^ .he ' 
only perfons capable of affording any re- 
lief. From this time the power of the 
magicians ceafed, and they were no longer 
able to imitate the miraculous efficacy of 
the rod of Aaron, 

But might not the whole of thefe won- objcaioiK 
ders hare been a mere deceptibtt F Let lis 
conftder the nature of them, and we Ihall 
X 3 foon 
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SECT, foon fee, how far fuch a fuppofition is pro- 
II. bable. Could the Egyptians fancy that 
•— ^ — their river was changed into blood; when 
it ftill retained both the appearance and 
the quality of common water ? Could they 
imagine J that frogs infefted the whole land, 
and penetrated even into Pharaoh's palace \ 
when in reality nothing of the kind was 
to be feen ? Could all the Egyptians agree 
with one confent to complain of being in- 
fefted with lice and fwarms of flies ; when 
it was merely the efFed: of a ftrong ima- 
gination ? Could Xhtyfuppofe that all their 
cattle died, and that they themfelves were 
afflifted with boils, when the cattle were 
ftill alive, and the men in perfecft good 
health ? Could they be fo infatuated as to 
believe, that a moft tremendous hailftorm 
took -place, that they were, plagued with 
lod?^fts, and bewildered in a thick dark- 
I nefs^; when nothing worthy of particular 

« The ancient Jews appear to have had a tradition, that 
this darkness was rendered yet more horrible, and more re- 
markable, by the apparition of hideous demons, by the found 
of unufual and frightful noifes, by the roaring t)f wild beafts, 
and by the biffing of fiery ferpents. A felf-kindled flame 
gleamed through the infernal oblcurity, which fervcd only 
to: reader darknefs vifibl?, and to heighten the horror of the 
fcene. In the midftof this preternatural gloom, the terrors 
of an evil confcience rendered them yet more intolerable to 

them- 
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notice h^d happened ? In fine, could they chap. 
all concur in mourning for the lofs of their iii. 

firft-born, when there had not been a fin- — ^ 

gle death, except fuch as occur in the or- 
dinary courfc of nature ? Surely, the per- 
fbn, who can believe, that the miracles 
-wrought by Aaron were nothing but a 
mere deception, and the efFe6ls produced 
by them nothing but a ftrong delufion, 
maintains the exiftence of a much more 
wonderful and incredible ttiiracle, than any 
of thofe recorded in the page of Scripture. 

But why may we not fiippofe, that the objcaion. 
hiftory is exaggerated ; and that thofe cir- 
cumftances, which in reality might eafily 
have been accounted for by natural means, 
grew up, in procefs of time, under the in- 
ventive pen of Mofes and his fucceflbrs, to 
their prefcnt bulk and incredibility ? 

Could it then be a. triJUng matter, a 

Jlight caufe, which induced Pharaoh to dif- 

xnifs the Ifradites, considering how ufeful 

themfelvcs than even the darknefs. In fhort, the whole 
feems to have been'a -lively reprefer>tation of that heavy 
- night, that eternal banifliment from the prefence of God> 
which awaits every hardened and impenitent finn^er. Se^ 
the apocryphal book of Wifdom, c. 17. \ 

T 4 they 
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fiECT. they were to him, and how very reluAant 
II. he was to part with them ? In reality, to 

■ fuppofe an exaggeration in the preient cafe, 

is to fuppofe a direA contmdidlion. Let a 
fmgle inftance be taken : Mofes denounced 
the death of the firft-born, in cafe Pharaoh 
periifted in his refufal : now, if in the 
event a few folitary individuals only had 
died, we may be very fure, that no con- 
fent would have been granted : but fuch 
confent was granted, therefore the threat 
of Mofes rnuft have been fulfilled ; inx)th€r 
words, an exaggeration of the hiftory is 
impoflible, ^ 

It may alfo be afked, if thefe miracles 
were nothing but natural phenomena ex- 
aggerated, by whoni were they exagge- 
rated ? If by Mofes, where wa% th« utility 
of fuch an artifice ? The, utnxofl exagge- 
ration on his part could never have per- 
iiiaded Pharaoh to difmi^ the Ifraelites^ 
unlefs he had been dreadfully convinced, 
that the hand of God was upon him and 
his people. Nor is it very probable, that 
he would attend to what Mofes onlyj^/V# 
if he paid no regard to what he Jui. If 
by the Egyptians, it is an abfurdity to fup- 
pofe, that they who clearly perceived how 

weak 
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-vftdk and contemptible the operations of c»APr 
Mofes were, and at the lame time ftrenu- ui. 
cufly oppofed the departure of the Ifrael- — '--^ 
ites, ihould nevertheieis exaggerate theie 
operations, that they might have fome ex** 
cufe for doipg, what they were extremely 
unwilling to do. If by the lucceeding If- 
raelites^ the impoffibility of interpolation 
will be coniidcred in the enluing Chapter. 

It is worthy of obfervation, that God's 
i/vife Providence fo ordered it, that thefe 
■wonders Ihould be AVrought amidft a civi- 
lized people, not a clan of barbarians ; con- 
iiequently, all poffibility both of deception 
and exaggeration is efFeftually removed. 
However Mofes might have contrived to 
terrify the lower clafs of Egyptians, he 
could not very cafily have deceived the 
philofophers and courtiers of a refined me- 
tropolis ; which, it may be remarked, was 
the fcene of all thefe miracles, and no ob-. 
fcure corner in a defert. From thefe rea* 
fons, it may fafely be pronounced, that an 
exaggeration is impoffible. 

But even allowing the performance of objcau>«^ 
thefe miracles, how can that prove the dt- 
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SECT, vine legation of Mofes, and confequentlj-. 
If. that he had no intention to deceive the 

" people ? Might he not have been enabled 

to w^ork fuch wonders by -the prince of 
darknefs ? Simon Magus is laid to have be- 
-witched the people of Samaria by his for- 
ccries; and why might not Mofes have 
prad:ifed the fame impofition upon the If- 
raelites**? 



* I am almoft afhamcd of noticing fo abfurd an obje6lionj 
and my only apulogy for it is ; that, if we may argue from 
fome late whimiical aflertions of deidical writers, the ex- 
ploded cavils of a Celfus may poflibly be onCe more revived. 
Infidelity/ as well as man, feems to have'her birth, her child- 
hood, and her old age. If her infancy was marked with 
the writings of a Celfus, her grey hairs are rendered no lefs 
illuftrious by the hypothefiis of a Volqey. That gentleman 
hath difcovcrcd, tlfal the myflerious birth of the Mefliah 
fignities nothing more, than the fun rifing in the conftel- 
lation of Virgo; and that the twelve apoftles are the t\vt\\t 
ligns of the zodiac ! Tacitus, Suetonius, and the whole cur- 
rent of hiitory, do indeed nioft unluckily contradi6t this in- 
genious fyftem j and St. Paul, the ihirteenib apollle, is totally 
omitted in it : but trifles of that nature are not fufficient to 
interrupt the career of a modern philofopher. Even Pagan 
bitlory itfelf mufl give way to the new lights^ with which 
mankind are at prefent favoured. I remember once to have 
met with another marvellous difcovery made by the deep 
refearches of infidelity. In a book written againft Bp. War- 
hurtms DiiA?ie Legation, by a whole fociety o£ philofophers, 
it is roundly aljerted, that tljiere never was ^py fuch, laa- 
gu^ge as HcbrtTjj', and that, as for the character which we 

poor 



Digitized by 



Google 



HORiE MOSAICS. 283 

The Jews, it is true, were frequently chap. 
deceived by impoftors, who ftarted up after iii. 

the time of Chrift : but the confequences — - 

refulting from thefe deceptions bear no 
great refemblanee to what followed upon 
their admitting the divine' authority of 
Mofes. It may truly be faid,r that God 
permitted them to be infatuated by thole 
falfe prophets, as a punifliment due to 
their fins, becaufe a moft dreadful ven- 
geance inflided by the Romans was the 
confequence of fuch an infatuation. But 
What fevere judgment awaited the Ifrael- 
ites from their embracing the Law of Mo- 
les ? They were freed from a moft: galling 
bondage ; they were enabled^ to conquer 
and expel their enemies ;- and they were 
put into pofleffion of a land flowing with 
milk and honey. 

But though God did not permit thcobj^aioa- 
devil to deceive the Jews, why may we 
not fuppofe, that the powers of darknefs 
enabled Mofes to deceive the Egyptians ? 

poor deluded mortals have long been accuftomed \o pore 
over, it is neither more nor lefs, than the myfterious hiero- 
glyphics of the Jewifh priefthood ! 

^' Nefcio an Anticyram ratio iliis dellinet omnem." 

Let 
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SECT. Let the magicians thetafelves fpcat. 
II. Their language, upon feeing the miracles 

■ ■ wrought by Aaron's rod, was, " This is the 
" finger of God*.'* Let it be like wife 
confidered, what muft have been the in- 
dent of Satan, in enabling Mofes to deceive 
the Egyptians, even fuppofing that he had 
the power. It doubtlefs muft have been 
to lead the children of Ifrael into all the 
abominations of idolatry. But the hiftory 
informs us, that Mofes, required the dif- 
miflal of his countrymen, in order that 
they might ferve the Lor d^. Hence it is 
iiianifeft, that if Mofes received his power 
from Satan, it was for the purpofe of per-v 
fuading Pharaoh to difmifs the liraclitcs, 
that they might worlhip God ;. or, in other 
words, that an evil fpirit wrought a mi- 
racle in the caufe of religion, 

ot4caion. Perhaps it may be afked, how can we 
be certain, that thefc miracles ever were 
performed, and that there ever was fiich a 
conteft between Mofes and the magtciana;, 
as is pretended ' ? 

^ Exod. viii. 19. 
^ Exod. viii. i. 

\ The anfwer ta this queftion belongs, ftridlly fpcaking, 

to 
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This queftion fhall be anfwered by aij- chap. 
other : if the whole account wa^ not really iii. 

matter of faA, how came Pharaoh to per- 

xnit the departure of the Ifraelites, from 
which he was lb averfe ? It is not impro- 
bable, that the words of Tacitus may be 
<juoted: " Moft authors agree, that a cu- 
'* taneous diforder fpreading through Egypt, 
*' king Bocchoris confolted the oracle of 
^* Hammon how to obtain relief; the an- 
*' fwer was, that he fliould purge his king* 
"^^ dom, by expelling that race of men,'* 
(viz. the Jews) " who were ib hateful to 
*^ the Gods'"/* In order to judge hovr 
much deference is due to this authority, 
feveral matters muft be taken into cond*- 
deration ; fuch as, whether it be not pro* 
table, that the Egyptians "ivould be un- 
willing to own the truth, and that they 
invented as plaufible a reafon as they could> 
to account for the departure of the Ifrael* 

to the next Chapter; but it id here lAtroduced, on account 
of the fubfequent difquifition. 

"» *' Plurimi au6lor'c3 confentiunl, orta per Egyptuift tafcc^ 
*' quae corpora foedaret ; regem Bocchorim, adito Hammo- 
*' nis oraculo remedium petentem^ purgare regnjim, ct id 
" genus hominum ut invifutn deis, alias in terras avehere 
^' juiTura." Tacit, Hilt lib. v. c. 3, 

ite&# 
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SECT. ites. Whether it be not probable likerwiie, 
II, that the neighbouring nations would be 

^" "^'^^ gl^d to admit and propagate fuch a 

rcfport, from the hatred, which they uni- 
verfally entertained towards the Jews. Whe- 
ther it be tiot poffible alfo, that this report 

^ might arife from a certain undoubted fa<3:, 

thpugh perverted by hatred, and exagge- 
rated by malice, till it grew, into the ac- 
count which Tacitus gives us. Mofes ac- 
tually was ftruck with leprofy "; and as 
this circumftance muft neeeflarily have 
been publiflied by him to the Ifraelites, 
the Egyptians alfo moft probably would 
come to the knowledge of it, and hence 
I the narrative of Tacitus may perhaps have 
originated. Or if fuch a fuppofition be 
not allowed, may we not derive this fcan- 
dal from the vanity of the Greeks ; who, 
to eftablifli their claim to antiquity, were 
much addi(9:ed to refolve every hiftorical 
fa6l into their own hiftory and language. 
According to Ptolemy Hepheftion, Mofes 
was ftyled by the Egyptians alphuy or more 
properly ♦UbK alphi, the oracle of God. This 
name he ridiculoufly derives from the 

^ Exod. iv. 6. 

Greek 
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Greek uX(pog alphos, t&e white of an egg ;,cHkP. 
and would argue from thence, that Mofes ni, 
was a leper ^ ' 

It is worthy of obfervation, that, al- 
though Tacitus in one part of his work 
afligns this reafon for the departure of the 
childre.n of Ifrael, yet in another he gives 
a very different account. " . Some fay^ that , 
*^ during the reign of Ifis, when the popu- 
^^ lation of Egypt exceeded its iiefources, a 
'^ multitude was poured out into the neigh- 
^^ bouring countries, under the conduct of 
** Hierofolymus and JudahP." Here the 
caufe of their, leaving Egypt does not bear 
the leaft refemblance to that which was 
before affigned : which then, if we take 
Tacitus as our guide, are we to adopt for 
the truth ? It is plain, that the information 
-of the Hiftorian was not very accurate, 
otherwifc he w^ould furely have decided * 

the point ; or at leaft w^ould have pro- 
duced fome authentic and uncontroverted 



^ Brj'atit on the Plagues of Egypt, p. 247. 

P " Quidam regnante Ifide, exundantem per -^gyptum 
" multitudincm, ducibus Hierofolymo ac Juda proximas in 
*' terras exoneratam." Tacit. Hift. lib. v. c. 2. He likewife 
in the fame chapter deduces the origin of the Jews from 
Crete. , , ^ 

docu- 
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^SECT^ dofcumcnts, as his authority for making 
II. iuch aflcrtions. But nothing of the kind 

". ■ appears, confequently it is not very difficult 

to pronounce, how far we arc bound to 
credit this relation of Tacitus. A candid 
inquirer will be the lefs difpofed to pay 
any attention to it, both from his known 
averfion to the Jewilh nation, and alfo 
from his allowed want of accuracy in many 
circumftances which he relates concerning 
them. Ncverthelefs, there is fuch a ftrangc 
mixture of truth and falfchood in that part 
of his hiftory, that it wonderfully confirms 
the Mofaical account of the journey through 
the wildernefs ; and the more {o, as fuch 
fragments of the truth have been preferred 
by a profefTed enemy. He tells us, for in- 
fiance, that when the people were fainting 
with thirfl in the defert, they were re- 
lieved with water by Mofes, but that a 
herd of wild afTes led him to it. In con- 
ftquence of which, the figure of that ani- 
mal was, out of gratitude, confecrated by 
them in their temple *'. 



^ Tacit. Hift. lib. V. c. 3, A fingukr notion was main* 
tamed bj the Gnoflics, which may poflibly havd fome con- 
nedlion with this account of Tacitus. Certain of thefe here- 
tics aflerted, that Sabaoth, one of the feven regents of the 
fphercs, refembled an afs in figure. Hiih they conceived \f^ 

- be 
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We may here obferve the contradidlon chap. 
of which Tacitus is guilty. 'In a fubfe- in. 



be the God of the Jews, and the creator of heaven and earth. 
This deity is faid by them to have appeared to Zechariah, 
the father of John the Baptift, and to have been eventually 
the caufe of his death* The llory is thus- told by Epi- 
phanius, 

'^ Infinite in number are the lies broached by the Gnof- 
'* tics. To give a fingle inftance among many others, they 
**^ produce the following narrative, to account for the death 
*' of Zechariah in the temple* A phantom appeared to him, 
<* and deprived him of the power of fpeech, finding that 
** through fear he was about to defcribe his form to the 
'* people, t'or he had feen, fay they, at the hour of incenie, 
" a man ftanding in the figure of an ajs j and when he wifhed 
" to go out, and proclaim to the Jews the bafenefs of their 
" idolatry in paying religious adoration to fuch a being, he 
" was ftruck dumb by the apparition. Afterwards, when 
*' his Ip^ech was reftored to him, he revealed the whole ^f- 
** fair, and was ilain by the enraged populace. Such, ac- 
'' cbrding to them, was the occafioa of the death of Zecha- 
*' riah. And they add, that^ on* this account Mofes com- 
'' manded the High Prieft to wear bells upon hjs garment, 
" that, as often as he entered into the holy of holies by vif- 
*' tue of his office, the deity, whom they worfhipped, hearing 
" the found of the bells, mijht have time to withdraw, left 
'^ the contemptiblenefs of his figure Ihould be detedted." 
Epiph. adv. Haeref. lib. i. Croius fuppofes, tliat this notion 
atolc out of a perverfion of the iticarnate Deity's riding into 
jer^falem upon an afs. Spec. Conje6t» in Orig. Ircn. &c. 
According to Celfus, one of the feven regents of the fpheres, 
whom the Gnoftics conceived to be the creator of the world 
and the God of the Jews, is faid to have the face of an a(s. 
Orig. contra Celf. lib, vi. • 

VOL. I. u quent 
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SECT, qucnt chapter he tells i|s, that ^' the Jews 
II. " believe only in one God, and jvorffeip him 
* ^ " intelleftually, confidering thofe as pro- 

" fane, who reprefent him by images ; in- 
*' afinuch. as, he is a being fupreme and 
*' eternal, immutable and unperilhable ; 
*' therefore there are no images either in 
*' their cities or in their temples'." But 
. how can this be reconciled with his former 
• affertion, that they confecrated the image 
of an ais, even within the walls of the 
holy of holies'? It may perhaps be faid, 
that the Hiftorian would intimate, that it 
was placed there only out of gratitude, 
and not as an objecft of worftiip: this, 
however, is little to the purpofe ; for let it 
be confecrated in what fenfc it might, it 
certainly was, according to his account, 
placed in the temple. Nor does he con- 
tradiift himfelf once only ; in the courfe of 
a very few pages he informs u$, that '^Pom- 
*' pey was the firft Roman who fiibdued 
*' the Jews^ and who, claiming the right 
" of a conqueror, entered into the temple. 
'' Hence a report was ipread abroiad, rfiat 
** the fanduary was found entirely emfty, 

' Tacit. Hill. lib. v. c. 5. 

• The word which he ufe» is pemtmR. 

«^ and 
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-'' and without any image of the Gods'.'* chap, 
Nsjy, th? iamc Author even tells us, that m. 

rather than they would fubmit to place a — r 

ilatue of Cefi^r in the temple, they took 
up arms^. Thus we may judge of the 
probability of his former aflcrtion, that 
they vduntarily placed the image of aA als 
there. 

Another of the grofs falfehoods main- 
tained by Tacitus is, that the Jews reached 
their own country it^ fix days ; from which 
cii;cumftance he afterwards infinuates, that 
they reverenced the fevenl^ as a day of 
reft*. Their abftinence from the flefti of 
fwinc he attributes to the liability of that 
animal to the diforder, on account of which 
they were expelled from Egypt^". 



* Tacit Hid. c. ix. 

In this a(&rti<m, however, the Roman Hiiloflan is per- 
fectly accurate ; for, as it may be inferred from the writings 
of Philo and Jofephus, the fandluary of the fecond temple 
was literally empty ; the ufe of the cherubic emblems, which 
formed fo conijpicudus a part of the furniture of the firft, 
having been totally diicontinued after the return from the 
Babylonian captivity. Sec Lord Pref. Forbes's Works, vol- i. 
p. 190. 

" Tacit. Hill. c. ix. 

* Ibid. c. iii, and iy. 
' Ibid. c. iv, 

- V z Thefe 
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sfecT. Thcfe remarks may perhaps be fufficicnt 
li. to fhew, that there is no reafbi;!, why Ta- 
• citus ihould be permitted to bear tri- 
umphantly away the palm of authenticity 
from Mqfcs. The rcflilt of the whole is, 
that as the miracles, which the Jewifli 
LrCgiflator is faid to have wrought, could 
, be neither a deception of the imagination; 
nor trifles exaggerated ; nor the operation 
of an evil fpirit ; they muft have been pro- 
duced by the divine agency : and if fiich was 
their origin, Mofes, as a delegate of heaven, 
could not have had any intention to dc- 
* deceive his followers. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP, IV^ 

APPLICATION OP tHE THIRD RULE. III. 
THE documents/ WHICH CONTAIN THE 
LAW, ARE AUTHENTIC, .AND WERE WRIT- 
TEN ABOUt THE TIME, WHEN THE PACTS 
THERE RELATED HAPPENED. I. IP THEY 
WERE NOT WRITTEN BY MOSES, BUT BY 
SOI^E OTHER PERSON, THEY MUST EI- 
THEI\ HAVE BEEN BUILT UPON SOME HIS- 
TORY ^UNIVERSALLY RECEIVED AS AU- 
THENTIC, OR a, UPON SOME TRADITION 
UNIVERSALLY CONSIDERED AS FABU- 
LOUS, OR ^3, THEY MUST HAVE BEEN EN- 
TIHELY THE INVENTION OF AN IMPOS- 
TOR. HOW FAR A CORRUPTION OP THE 
TEXT, SO AS TO ALTER THE NARRATIVE 
OF FACTS^ IS PROBABLE, 

1 HE argument has hitherto been car- 
ried on merely hypothetically. Suppofmg 
the Scripturc^account to be true, and an- 
guing from it, as from any other hlftory, 
Mofes neither could have been deceived 
himfelf, nor could he have had any defigu 
to deceive others. It will now be necef- 
fary to Ihcw, that ftich account is true, or 
in other words,- that, the Mofaical difpen- 
u 3 fation 
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SECT, fation poffciTes the third requiiite of a re* 
II, vclation from heavei*. 



ui. HI. Have authentic documentt been banded 
jnents dowH to pofieritVi from about the time^ Vihen 

whichcom- \ ^ * n »,? /•/ 

pofethe tbeferies of events took place y iJobicb arere-- 
fes'Ire au. lated tn the Fentateucb ? 

thentic,and 
wcre^writ- 

thc ^m^^ Wc have now extant two copies of tho 
fafbihereinLaw of Mofcs, . thc OHc rcceived by the 
£cd!^*^'J«ws, and the other acknowledged by the 
Samaritans ; each nation maintaining, that 
their own is the true ope. If we examine 
thcfe two different Volumes, we fliall find 
their coincidence to he fuch, as tp adnait 
of no manner of doubt, ^ with regard to 
their original identity. The feveral varia- 
tions, which occur, may cafily be accounted 
for ; partly on the fcore of national preju- 
dice, as the celebrated text in Deutero- 
nomy % where the Samaritan re^d$ frtomt 
Gerizim^ and the Hebrew m^tnt, Ebali 
and partly from the want of accuracy in 
tranfcribers, as perh^p^ is the cafe with all 
the others* The furious hatred between the 
Jews and the Samaritana is well known ; 
iConiequently> if the one ^atioj;! 9Uidc any 

* Deutk xxYii. 4i( 

piatG- 
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material alterations in the text, the other chap, 
would immediately reprbbatc fiicb impiety,, iV. 

and would prevent the admiffion of the ^ 

ipuribus reading, by confronting it with * 
their own copy. Perhaps the only wilful 
alteration, that can be ftiewn, is the text 
above-mentioned: but, although it pro- 
bably created the moft bitter enmity be-, 
twecn them, as being the very point in 
debate, yet it does not in the leaft afFecft 
any other part of the hiftory ; the whole 
narrative ftill remains either authentic o^ 
fabulous, precifely the fame as if no fuch 
variation was in exiflence. We may there- 
fore conclude, that the Pentateuch was 
written prior ,to the diffenfion between the 
Jews and the Samaritans. It may alfo be 
obferved, that, whatever difagreement there 
might be between the contending parties 
in other refpeds, they perfectly coincided 
in admitting the Law of Mofes, not only 
to be authentic, but likewife divinely in-^ 
Ipired, becaufe they both adopted it as a 
religious mle. According to Prideaux, the 
temple of the Samaritans was built, in op- 
pofition to that at Jeruiiilem, about 409 
years before Chrift. Thus we have obtained 
a fort of refting place, and may affert with- 
out fear of contradiction, that the Penta- 
u 4 teuch 
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&EQT. teuch muft neceffarily have been written 
II. previous to that era, 

objcaion. The only queftion now remaining is 
this : whether the Pentateuch, notwith- 
ftanding it is afcribed to Mofes, and as 
fuch has been univerfally received by the 
Jews, might not have been forged by an- 
other perfon, at fbme period fubfequent to 
the. date of its fuppofed promulgation, and 
prior, to the Samaritan fchifm. Religious 
impoftures have been frequent ann^ong the 
poliftied Greeks ; and why not arriong the 
ancieut Ifraqlites ? 

If we conlider the two cafes, we fhall 
find them totally different. To take a fm- 
gle iuftance ; the Greek, author of thofe 
cairious remains, which are afcribed to Or- 
pheus, profeffes to reveal fbme myft'Qrious 
truths relating to the nature of God, an4 
the creation of the world^. Thus far the 
tafk of an impoftor would be perfedly 
eafy ; for whether mankind chofe to believe 
him or notj they certainly could not poii- 
tively contradid; hixxi. But no attempt is 

, ^ As various citations have j^lrea^y been made from this 
Author in the preceding le6lion, it is unneqeflaiy at prefent 
to crowd the margin with references, 

made' 
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* 

made to account for the origin of any ce-^ chap. 
remonies in ufe among the Greeks, by pro- iv. 

nouncing them to be commemorative of — 

events, which either took place during the 
writing of his book, or happened previoufly 
to it. The reafon is obvious r if he had 
advanced any thing new, and unheard of 
on that point, the whole nation would have 
prefled forward to ridicule and contradi<3: 
his aflertions* Thus, if .Orpheus> or who- 
ever was. the author of his book, had men- 
tioned in it, that the Athenians wore images 
of grafshoppers in their hair, in n^emory of 
liaving been once freed from a plague of 
thofe animals; and that the truth of this 
circumftance was univerfally acknowledged 
among them; is it probable, that fuch a 
grofs falfehood would have prepared them 
to receive his dodxines as genuine and in- 
fpired ? Would they not, on the contrary, 
immediately have anfwered. We do indeed 
wear grafshoppers in our hair, but for no 
fuch reafon, as that, which you aijign ; we 
confider .ourfelves to be an aboriginal race, 
and fprung from the earth; hence it is, , 
that the cuftem has prevailed among us. 

Widely different is the cafe ,of the Pen^ 
tateuch. Here we find a narrative of cer^ 

tain; 
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SECT, tain fads infeparably interwoven with s 
II. code of religious precepts. The obfervation 

likewife of a number of peculiar rites and 

ceremonies, the origin of which the Au- 
thor pretends to account for, is ftrenuoufly 
enjoined.. Now at the- firft promulgation 
of this book, it is evident, that the hifloiy 
contained in it muft either have been uni- 
verfally allowed ; heard of before^ but uni- 
verfally difbelieved as fabulous; or laftly, 
entirely new and unknown* Thde three 
iiippoiitions fliall be feverally confidered* 

I, I. If wc take the firft of them, we in 

L"by Mo'" faa allo^v all that is contended for. Hif- 
fome olhe!^ tory IS ufually divided into three periods ; 
mufteit'LT^he fabulous, the ^^ the cer- 

bulk upon ^^^"- Confequently, if the Pentateuch be- 
fome hif. iong5 to the laft of thefe, every fad, which 

toryunJ- O ^ ' . . 

verfally re- [^ contains, is indifputablc, and the divine 

ceived as * 

authentic; legation of Mofes is* 'perfe<3Jy eftahlilhcd, 
whoever was the authcMt of the book, which 
bears his name. But this is not all; if 
we admit the authenticity of the Penta- 
teuch, we ihall be obliged alfb to admit, 
that it was adually written by Mofes ; be- 
caufe if every proportion contained in it 
be true, then thofe muft be fo likewife, 
which ^fcribc the volume itfelf to the Jew- 

iih 
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ifli. Legiflalior,..atui to ho oihcr pcribn; chajp. 
Among thc'.varicms texts declarative of this iv. 

circumllancc, a fihgle one only, to ^voicl • 

prolixity, ihall be £^ed:edt ' 

" And it -camc to pafa, when Mofcs had 
" made an end of writing the words of 
*^ this law in a book, until they ^ were fi- 
" niflied } that Mofes commanded the Le- 
^* yites which bare the ark of the covenant 
'* of the Lord, iaying. Take tins book of * 
*' the LaW> and put it in the fide of the 
^' atk bf the covenant of the Lord your 
'' God> that it to^j be there for a witneis 
^' againft theeS" 

To iprhat book, it may be afked, docs 
this commandment relate ; to the book, in 
whidi it is contained, or to fome other ? 
Jf to a different volume, how can it with 
any propriety be called this book? It is 
clear, therefore, that it can only relate to 
the Pentateuch ; but if it does relate to 
the Pentateuch, ther^ the Pentateuch muflj 
have been wyitten by Mofes, 



3i. The fccond fuppofition was, that, ^ Q,y,\ 

fome tim 
ditions unU 
« Deut. xxxi. 24. ▼crfaUy 

the *s fabulouf^ 
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SECT, the time when* the Pentatcudi firft made' 
•ii; its appearance among, the Jews, the fadls 

" ^ "• '■ " contained in it had indded been heard of, 
but were univerfally conlidered; as fabulbus;, 
the author of the book having availed him- 
felf of the popular legendary ftories. 

Let us for a moment pi<3ure to pur- 
•felves.the abilities of a Gibboil or a Hume 
adopting oiir own national traditions, and 
forming into a regular hiflory. the. adven- 
tures of the Trojan Brutus. If thcjr wiflbcd 
this fable to be received as authentic, they 
would naturally uflier it into' the world, 
with an elaborate attempt to prove. its cre- 
dibility. Yet, when all the efforts of art 
and ingenuity had been exhaufted, it is a 
matter of great doubt, whether the* whole 
would not be loft labour, and whether the 
nation would not ftill remain as incre- 
dulous as ever. 

.This ftateme^t, however, only involves 
the iare belief of a point of hiftory : no- 
thing is mentioned relative n to the intro- 
V dudion of a new law and a new religion 
infeparably connefted with the narrative ^ 
confequently, ' our credulity or incredulity 
is a' matter of perfedl indifference. Widely 

diffi- 
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diffimilaf are the contents of the Penta- chap, 
te\a<A"5 'inftead 'of fubtlc attempts to prove iv. 
a difputed queftion, all is taken for granted, — . 
and nothing given but a bare recital of 
fa<9:s ; which, if they had been befi3re dif- 
beiieved, would ftill remain equally liable 
to doubt Neither is the author of this 
Volume fatisfied with aflertions only; he 
boldly introduces a new code both of law 
and religion, which he afcribes to Mofes, 
and which he aflerts to be obligatory upon 
the Jews. After all, marvellous as it may 
appear, the Jews aftually receive it, and 
prelerve it with aftonifliing zeal even to 
the prefent day, in the midft of difficulties 
and difcouragcmeiits. Is it probable, that 
the Englifh would be perfliaded to adopt 
a new code, civil and theological, deduced 
by fome modern writer from tlie wild bif- 
tory. of Jeffrey of Monmouth ? The ab- 
surdity of fuch a fuppoiition can. only pro- 
voke a fmile. By what nieans then, to 
argue analogically, could the Author of the 
Pentateuch periuade the Jews to accept a 
law and a religion, built profcffedly upon 
fome blind ftories, which they univcrlally 
considered as fabulous ? If the poffibility of 
ptaxfHffiig fiich an impoiition upon the If- 
raelitcs be maintained, it muft be allowed, 
■ --y '/ ' 'to 



Digitized by 



Google 



3o» HOll^ M0SAICJ2* 

SBCT. to prefervc conliftcncy, that the Englifli 
II, may at any time be deceived in a AmUar 
••— — manner* ^ 



3. 3. The only fuppofition now rempiming- 

ftiuft have is, that the hiftory contained in the Pcnta- 
tirciy Ac tcuch is merely a romantic fable invented 
ifanim? tj » dcfigning priefthood, who likcwifc 
^'''' contrived the whole Jewiih law, both civil 
and theological, for the purpofe of aggran- 
dizing themfelves at the expence of a de- 
luded peopled 

To fee how far this is probable, let us 
confider what fteps an Impoftor, who had 
fabricated the Pentateuch^ muft ncccffarily 
have taken, when he firft attempted to 
deceive the children of IfracU If we arc 
* inclined to give credit to the a^rtion of 
an infidel, who maintains the. whole to be 
an impotture, we muft fuppofe, that at 
fome period fubfequent to the imaginary 
era of Mofes, a perfon of an enterprizing 
temper kid a plan to elbtblilh among this 
people a fyftem of civil and religious def- 
potifni. Accordingly, he produced a hif- 
tory of certain wonderful eventB, which re- 
lated to the Jewifh nation, and which he 
required them to ireqeive with implicit con- 
fidence 
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£dence and fubmiffion. This hiftory, when chap. 
referred to, would inform them, that they iv, 
are all the descendants of one man, illuf^ « 
trious , for his piety and wifdom, and who 
had been favoured with an immediate in- 
tercourfe with heaven. That their great 
anceftor was commanded by God to adopt 
the rite of circumciiion, and invariably to 
deliver it down to his pofterity. That the 
cuftom had regularly been kept up among 
them, purfiiant to the injundion given to • 

Abmham ; and, accordingly, th^t at a cer- 
tain age every male child wa3 circumcifed. 

Suppofing. now for a moment, that the 
whole of the Mofaical hiftory was merely 
the fabrication of an impoftor, let us con- 
fider, what eiFe<S this part of it muft have 
had upon the Jews, at its firft promul- 
gation. They naturally would declare, that 
they, never had heird of Abraham, and 
that they were totally ignorant of the rite 
of circumcifion, no fuch ordinance ever 
having been prevalent in their nation. Or 
even, if they had chanced to have adopted 
the cuftom, how would it be poffible to 
perfuade them, not only that tiiey had re- 
ceived it from Abraham, but that they alfo 
knew by an uninterrupted tradition that . 

they 
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SECT, they had received it from him, when the 
11. whole hiftory was, in reahty, a grofs for- 

■ g^0^» ^^^ brought forward for the lirft 

time ?. It might perhaps have been poffi- 
ble to perfiiade the Jews, iimply that they 
had derived that rite from Abraham ; but 
it is utterly incredible, that they could ever 
have been induced to believe, that they 
frevioujly knew the origin of fuch an ordi- 



nance **. 



The hiftory contained in the Pentateuch 
would further inform them, that a grand- 
Ibn of their illuftrious progenitor paiTed 
with his whole family into Egypt. In the 
courfc of a few centuries, his defcendants 
multiplied into a great nation; w&en the 
king of the country, jealous of their in- 
creafing power, opprcffed them in every 
manner, that malice could fuggeft, and ty- 
ranny inflift. Still they multiplied to fuch 
a degree, that the apprehenfive policy of 
the king ordered every male child to be 
llain. By a peculiar interpofition of Pro- 
vidence one was preferved ; who, in pro- 

^ The reader is particularly defired to obferve this dif- 
tind^ion : it is one thing to perfuade a nation into the be- 
lief of any point ; and another to perfuade them, that they 
were always well acquainted with it. 

ccfs 
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ccfi of time, by a feries of ftupendous mi- chap. 
racks, forced the tyrannical prince to 'con* iv. 
fent to the departure of his brethi'qn. Ac- • " • -^-> ' 
cordingly, they all fet forward under his 
guidance : but when they had marched as 
far as the ica-fhore, they were overtaken 
by the king and his whole army, he hav- 
ing repented of that permiffion, which fear 
alone had extorted. In this emergency, 
when all human means of efcaping were 
precluded, God commanded them: to ad- 
vance into the fea : they obeyed ; and the 
waters, miraculoufly opening, yielded them 
a free pa^ge. Thus they fafely reached 
the oppofite fliore; but the king venturing 
to puriiie them, was drowned with his 
whole army. After this, they wandered in 
the wildemefs forty years, fighting and 
fubduing a variety of nations, which op- 
pofed their progrefs. During that time a 
law was given them immediately from 
heaven, attended with a tremeaidous mani- 
fcftation of God in the niidfl: of thunder 
and lightning. This law the hiftory afferts 
to have been regularly obferved by the 
Jews, from the time when it iss faid to 
have been firft revealed; and a book, which 
contains the aftjons df the fuccdBFor tbf Mo- 
fes, acquaint* them,, tfaat^ inmicdiately.be- 
V0L. I. x! fore 
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SECT, fore their anceftofs paffed into the land of 
iiv Canaan, the river Jordan oppofed their 
>—— progreis, being fo fwollen as to overflow 
its banks, which rendered the ford impafia*- 
ble. But the mighty arm of God was 
not Ihortcned ; the river was divided in 
the fame manner as the fea had been, 
and they arrived in fafety on the oppoiitc 
bank. 

Let us now once more confider, how 
the Jews were hkely to be afFedled by 
this narration ; fince, according to the 
prefent fuppofition, they were hithertd to- 
tally unacquainted with every particular. 
TChey would naturally fay, we know no- 
thing of our anceftors going into Egypt; 
we never heard, that they returned into 
• their own country, in confequence of the 
miracles which this hiftory hientions; wc 
have no tradition, that they crofled either 
the fea or the river ; ftill lefs are we go- 
verned by any fuch written law, as it 
fpcaks of, there being nothing of the kind 
extant* 

Notwithftanding tbefe difficulties, their 

new 'legiflator ^ woukb afiure them, that 

they nmft be; confcious.' of the truth of 

/. ^ . thofc 
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thofe fads ; bedaufe fcYcral things yet re- chap. 
mained among them, particularly men- iv. 
tioned in the hiftory. Such, for inftance, 
as the ark, containing the very rod, with 
which all thefe miracles were performed ; 
and a copy of the Pentateuch, in which 
were comprifed both the hiftory now laid 
before them, and the law by which they 
had always been governed ; a law derived 
from their anceftors, who were direfted to 
hand it down to their pofterity. He would 
likewife afk them, Have you not an order 
of men peculiarly fet apart to minifter at 
your altars, and to interpret thefe ftatutes ? 
Is not the fucceffion of kinfmen to propef- 
ty afcertained by them ? Are not murder, 
adultery, and other crimes, forbidden? Nay, 
is iiot your very land marktd out into dif- 
tinft portions, according to the direftions 
contained in this volume ? If you perfift in 
denying the miraculous paffage through 
the fea, you muft at leaft acknowledge that 
over the river, becaufe twelve large ftones 
yet remain on its bank, which your ancef- 
tors fet up in memory of that event ; an 
event, which is not only handed down by 
tradition, but mentioned in one of your 
facred books. In addition to this mafs of 
evidence, there are remains among you of 
X z thofe 
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SECT, thofe nations which you conquered, and 
II. upon whofc territory you ieized. All were 

■ ■■ not extirpated ; but ibme were prefcrved- 

^ to be hewers of w6od, and drawers of wa- 
ter. 

What anfwer can we fuppofe the Jews 
would make to thefe aileitions^ now heard 
by them for the firft time ? Is it poflibje 
to conceive, that an impoftor would thus 
have opened his ailumed commiffion ; or 
that any nation could be fo infatuated, as 
to repofe implicit confidence in a leader, 
who uttered nothing but abfurdities ? Yet, 
if we adopt the fuppofition that the Pen- 
tateuch was a forgery, and that the hiftory 
and the ftatutcs contained in it were the 
fole invention of an impoftor; we muft 
allow the poffibility of fuch folly in a 
leader, and of fuch infatuation in a people. 
We mufl believe, that the Jews were per- 
fuaded to own their previous knowledge of 
the derivation of circumciiion from their 
father Abraham; although they were to- 
tally ignorant of the very name of Abra- 
ham. We muft believe, that they rccog- 
nized, as traditions universally current 
among them, circumftauces, with which 
hitherto they had been entirely unac- 
quainted. 
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quaintcd. We muft believe, that they chaj?. 
lubmitted to a new law ; and yet imagined iv. 

that they always had been governed by it 

ever iince their exiftcnce as a nation. \V^e 
miift believe, that they acknowledged an 
aficient diviiion of their country made ac* 
cording to this law ; although the law was 
then firft promulged. We mirft belioe, 
that they were already well acq^iaintcd 
with every circumftance relative to the ta- 
bernacle, the ark, and the rod of Aaron; 
although the whole was the invention of 
their new Icgiilator. We muft believe, 
that they immediately recollefted a well- 
known, tradition of their anceftors having 
pafled the river Jordan, in memory of 
which the twelve ftones were creftcd; 
although the miraculous divifion of the 
water was now for the firft time recited to 
them. We muft believe, that they fancied 
thcmfelves to have been always in poffef- 
&n (rf a written law ; although that very 
law was now firft promulged. In fliort; 
wc muft believe, that they were pcrfiiaded 
into a thorough conviction of the authen- 
ticity of the Pentateuch ; although uihered 
into the world amidft a cloud of contra- 
didions ; a law, in which they perfevere to 
X 3 thii 
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(jECT, this day, amidft every difficulty and dilf- 
II. couragcment 



e % 



Such are the abfurdities, which thofc 
who deny the authenticity of the Penta- 
teuch are led into. Nor does it appear 
poffible to deny it, except upon one of 
thofe three grounds, which have now been 
confidered; For we muft allow, that if it 
be a forgery, the circumftances related in 
it were either univerfally believed • heard 
of, but univerfally difbelieved; or never 
heard of at all before. The utter impoffi- 
bility of the two laft fuppofitions has juft 
befcn Ihewn; and with regard to the firft, 
it not only grants the truth of the fad^s, 
but like wife involves the neceffity> that 
the book muft have been written at the 
time, when thbfe facfts took place. And 
if it was then written, it muft have been 
written by Mofes ; bdth becailfb the book 
bears that teftimony of itfelf, and becaufc 
otherwife the Jews would not have con- 
ceived themfelves bound to obey its dic^ 

• The theological reader will perceive, that this mode of 
arguing is the fame as that ufcd by Leflie, in his Short 
Method with the Dei^s. 

tates. 
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tatcs. The Jews however not only ad- chap. 
mi tted its ' divine authority, but have alfo ly. 
uniycrfally afcribed the compofxtion of it — — 
to Mofcs ; who, according to their account, 
wrote it by infpiration. Confequently, 
when their teftimony is added to the 
internal evidence already produced, the 
amount of the whole appears to be a rea- 
ibnable dcmonftration of the authenticity 
of the Pentateuch. 

Here poffibly another objedion may be How far n 
urged,: Since the perfeSi integrity of the of the text,/ 
Hfforew text is novv generally given up,terThe°nai 
how are we to know what part of the faasi^pro. 
Pentateuch to admit, and what to rejeft ? ^,^^^^* 
If there are fome errors 5 why , may not 
there bo many ? If fmgle words may have 
been interpolated or altered ; why may not 
whole paffages ? And if whole paflages ; 
why not thofe, for inftance, which relate 
to thQ rite of circumcilion, the paflage over 
the. river Jordaa> and various others of a 
fimilar nature ? Why may not all thefe 
have been gradually added to the original 
fimpUcity of the Patriarchal religion, and 
to a fmall volun^e of moral precepts left 
by Mofes ? Even in a Chriftiau church, 
we have had a notoarious example of one 
X 4 gaudy 
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SECT, gaudy and lixcratLve pageant being added 
u. to another ; till the beautiful ^rmmctry of 

-the religion of Jefe vras almoil buried 

beneath an univieldy ma^ of extraneous 
matter. If fuch ftill remains the cafe^ 
even in our own days ; why might not the 
fahie have happened to the Jews ? 

The anfwer to this is not very difficult* 
If we erafe from the Pentateueb thefe pe-» 
tended interpolations, we muii: erafe the 
contents of nearly the whole volume : nor 
would this be the only confequencei ; all 
connexion between the parts which are left 
would be totally doftroyed. An event ii 
frequently alluded to in the middle of a 
precept ; and furely in fiich a cafe we are 
not to retain on? part of the fentencc as 
genuine, ^nd to rejeA the other as fpu- 
rious. Many paflages of fuch a nature may 
be adduced. 

" If they fliall eonfels their iniquity and 
** the iniquity of their fathers, with their 
*^ trefpafs which they trefpa^ed againft 
f^ me, and that alfo they have walked 
*^ contrary unto me, and that I alfo have 
*' walked contrary unto them, and have 
" brought them into the land of their 

*^ cnc- 
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** eoemies ; if then tbclr undrcumcyed chaf. 
*^ bebrts be humbled/ and they then ac- iv. 

*' €cpt of the puniihment of their iniquity; — :^ 

** then will I remember ny covenant witb 

** yacoby^Xk^L alfo ny covenant with Ifaac, 

^^ and aUb my covenant with Abraham will 

'^ I remember ; aiid I will remember the 

^land/ The land sdfo Ihall be left of 

^' them, and ihall enjoy Yietfakbaths, while 

^^ ike lieth defolate without them: and 

^* they Ihall accept of the ,puni(hmcnt of 

*' their iniquity: becaufe, even becaufe ; 

^^ th^ defpifed my judgments, and becaufe 

" their foul abhorred myjiatutes. And yet 

*^ for all that, when they be in the land of 

f* theLc enemies^ I will not caft them 

'** away, neither will I abhor them to de- 

^* ftroy them utterly, and to break my co^ 

** venant with them, for I am the • Lord 

** their God. But I will for their fakes 

** remember the covenant of their ancejlors; 

^ whom I brought forth out of the land of 

*' ^gypt, that I might be their God : I am 

^* the Lord V* 

^' And when ye Ihall come into the 
** land, and Ihall have planted all mannej 

*' of 
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SECT. ^^ of trees for food ; . then ye ihall count 
II* '-'the fruit thereof as uncircumcifed : thiree 
■■■ ■ *^' ' ■ ** years Ihall it h^ uncircumcifed vlvAo you: 
'^ it Ihall not be eatcu of s." i ; 

*/ When ye fliall corrupt yourfelves,. and 
" make, a graven image, or the likenefs-of 
*' any thing, and Ihall do evil in the light 
^' of the Lord thy (^od,;tD provoke hini to 
'* anger ; I call hfaven ,aEnd earth to >wit- 
" nefe againft you: this day, that yo fhall 
" foon: utterly .perifli from off:. the land, 
^^ whereunto ya go over Jordan Xo ffffefi 

...^^jv ,_. . . ,:.. :,\. ...:,,;. . 

. 'f:Set your iheartd tinta all the words, 
'* which I teftify among you this, day, 
' '* which je Ihail.conxmand your children 
** to obferve to do, all the words of this 
*' law. For it is not a vain thing for you: 
^' becaufe it is your life; and, through this 
*^ thing ye ihall- prolong your days in the 
^' land, whither ye go. over Jordan to.pojifs 



^'//V' 



. The queftion now is, whether the cir- 
cumftances alluded to in thefe paflages ap* 

« Xjcvit. xix. 23. * Deut. iy. ^5. ' » Deut. xxxii. ifi. 

pev 
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pear to arifc naturally out of the lubjeft ; chap, 
or whether they bear any refeinblancc to iv, 

interpolations, fo that the fenfe will be ' 

complete when they are eraf^d. We fipd 
circumcilion mentioned in a manner, which 
bears but little refemblance to forgery ; for 
its internal and hidden meaning is Ipoken 
of, not its external application. The lab^ 
baths arc alfb mentioned in a fort of fc*- 
condary fenit;; for this text does not al- 
lude to thofe, wiiich were obligatory once 
in a week, but. to the fabbatical years. 
The paffage over Jordan is hinted at, with- 
out any appearance of conftraint ; though . 
two different precepts introduce it into 
two . entirely unconneiSed texts ; f6 that, 
upon the whole, there is not much inter-^ 
nal evidence to prove the frequehcy of 14- 
terpoiation, 

If howxvcr it fliould ftill be afferted, 
that thcfe are interpolations and additions 
to the moral precepts, which are the only 
genuine work of Mofes ; the lame abfurd-f 
ity will attach to this fuppofition, as to 
that which conceived the whole of the 
Pentateuch to be an impofture. For how 
is it poffible, that the perfon, wrho firft in- 
troduced circumcifipn apiong the Jews, 

?ouId 
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SECT, could hate -pcrfiiadcd them, that it was a 
II, rite to which they had always bccnjfrrpw-- 
' aujly accuftomcd, having received it from 

their father Abraham ? An impoftor mi^it 
perhaps have induced them to believe that 
the ordinance was pleafing to God ; but 
how he could lead them to thinks that 
they > were . already acquainted with it^ is 
utterly inconceivable^ The fame obferva* 
tion^ will apply with equal propriety to the 
tradition concerning the ilones fet up at 
the paflage over Jordan,, and to the obferv^ 
ation of the fabbath. Thofugh an impoftor 
might' perfuade the multitude that thofe 
iiones were memoridh of iiich a paifegc of 
their ancelElorSy and that the obfervation cf 
the fabbath -Was acceptable to God ; it 
would be totally impoffible to convince 
them, that they had prcferved a regular 
' tradition of fuch an event, when they were 
entirely ignorant of the whole affiur : or 
that the prieft merely enforced an ordi- 
nance, with, which they were already well 
acquainted ; when, in reality, it was the 
firft time that they had ever heard it men- 
tioned. Equally fruitlcfs would it be> at 
the original inftitution of the j&lAath and 
other feftivals, if they were of late inven- 
tion compared to the moral part of the 
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Pentateuch, to aflure the people, that it chap^ 
was only what they had long been accuf- iv. 
tomed to, evejx from the time of Mofes •— • 
himfelf. The grofleft credulity would re- 
volt from luch a palpable falfehood. 

It is in this ftriking particularity, that 
the rites and ordinances of the Mofeical 
diipcnfation differ from the ceremonies of 
the Romifli church. There, whenever a 
new fervice was invented in honour of 
ibme new faint, the people were not in- 
formed that they had always been accuf* 
tomed to it ; but, on the contrary, it was 
recommended to them as a happy modern 
invention, which would infallibly fecure 
the favour of the tutelary demigod. This 
remark may be extended to Popifh mi- 
racles, when they are triumphantly brought 
forward to difcrcdit thofe of Revelation. 
Was there a conftant tradition tept up of 
any one of thcic miracles from the fup- 
pofed time of its performance ; a tradition, 
which received additional weight from ibme 
vifible memorial, and from its being re- 
corded in a book univerfally received as 
authentic and infpired: as was the cafe 
with the ftones upon the bank of Jordan, 
liie rod of Aaron, and the pot of manna ? 

So 
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SECT. So far from it, nothing of the kind had 
11^ ever been heard of before ; and not unfre- 

* " ' quently, the very exiftenee pf the faint, 
whofe wonder-working relics were expofed 
to the ftupid admiration of a gaping crowd, 
was dubious and uncertain. 

1h addition to thefe otfervations, we 
may aflert the extreme improbability of 
the corruption of the Pentateuch, from 
the dreadful denunciations of vengeance, 
which are uttered againft any one, who 
ihould prefume either to add to, or to take 
away from the contents of that book. Wc 
muft conclude, that thefe denunciations 
made part of the moral precepts, of which 
Mofes was allowedly the author ; becaufe it 
is not very probable that an interpolator 
would thus needlefsly condemn himfelf. But 
by ^he hypothecs thefe moral precepts are 
genuine ; therefore we arc obliged to con- 
clude, that the perfon, who did make any 
additions to * them, did fo in defiance of 
the prohibition. It may be faid, that fome 
men are fb hardened, that, for the fake of; 
intereft, they will riik the vengeance of 
heaven. Such charaders may perhaps fbme- 
times occur; but it is to be hoped, that 
they arc not very common : and though 

one^ 
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one wretch might prelume to corrupt the chap* 
word of God, it is not very probable, that iv. 

he could perfuade ^2// thofc, who had.co ■ 

pies of the Law in their poffcffion, ta far 
vour his impious frauds Such interpo- 
lations moreover are rendered nearly im- 
poflible, when we coniider the extreme, 
and even fiiperftitious veneration of the 
Jews for their Law. The painful and 
minute criticifms of the Maforites, how- 
ever puerile they might be, were at leaft 
ufeful in this refpexft. They, whofe la- 
bours extended to number the words, fyl- 
lables, and even letters of their Law, were 
not very likely either to corrupt it them- 
selves, or to admit the corruptions of 
others'^. 

On thefe grounds we may venture to 
conclude, that neither the ordinances nor 
the miracles of Mofes can poffibly be the 



^ The Maforites, I own, fiburiihed after the period riow 
i;inder confideration : but it is not provable, that thofe, who 
lived nearer to the awful events related in the Pentateuch, 
ihould be lefs careful to preferve it from corruption, than 
their remote poflerity. If this laft argument however 
Ihould be deemed inconclufive, it may be omitted, without 
in the leaft diminifhing the weight of thofe which preceded 
it- 

in* 



Digitized by 



Google 



3«o HOR^ MpSAIC-ffi. 

.5BCT. invention of a later age ; and that the rc« 
II. ligion of the Jews poifclTcs thcf third rc- 
■ quiiite of a Revelation from heaven^ a vo- 

lume of authentic documents* 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 

• 

APPLICATION. OP THE FOURTH RUXE. IV. 
THE MOSAI.CAL DISPEiJSATION IS WOR- 
THY OP GOD ON ACCOUNt OF ITS MORAL 
'purity. I. OBJECTION MADE^ FROM THE 
COMMAND TO E^XTIRPATE THE CANAAN- 
ITES; AND ANSWERED^ 2. OBJECTION 
MADE3 AGAINST THE CEREMONIAL PART 
OF THE LAW AS TRIPLING; AND All- 
SWERED. 

IV. IT now only remains to be Ihewn, iv. 
that the moral precepts contained in- the Mo- faicauit. 
faicd difpenjation are ^worthy of the goodne/s ^onhyoi 
and purity of God -^ tending to promote vir-- foum''!^^*'' 

its moral 
purity. 



iue, and to dif countenance vice. 



When the Ifraelites invaded the land of 
Canaan, the various nations" then in pof- 
feffion of it were plunged in the groffeft 
impurities, which their diabolical religion 
not only permitted, but even fandlioned 
and enjoined. In addition to this -violation 
of morality, they were alio polluted with 
the guilt of human facrificos. It might 
therefore be naturally apprehended, that . 

VOL. I. Y the 
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SECT, the children of Ifrael woi^ld be but too 
'ii. prone to adopt and pradife their vices; 

more efpecially as Egypt, the parent of 

idolatry and fuperftition, was the cradle of 
the Jewilh race. In* order to prevent this, 
the Pentateuch abounds with the moft fc- 
vei'e denunciations againft any degree of 
' apoftafy from the fervice of a pure and 
holy God, to the abominations of the ,peo* 
pie of the land*. All Ibrts of crimes arc 
Specially forbidden, and the various duties 
of man both towards God and His neigh-^ 
hour are fet forth and enjoined^. 

To multiply citatioris for the purpofe of 
demonftrating fo evident a matter ^'snc^ld 
be fuperfluous and impertinent: but as 
objedlions have been made^to, certain parts 
of the Pentateuch, they fliall be bri^)^ 
coniidered, before the fubjeft be entirely 
difmiffed^ 

* See Lcvit. xviii. and xx, fee. &c. 
^ Sec Exod* XX, &c, 

* The ikibfequent arguments are not bixmght ftrn^aid as. 
daiming any degree of novelty 5 they are Hiercly introduced^ 
in oixi^r that the whole qnedion refpedipj^ the authenticity^ 
of the Pentateuch may be placed in one point of view, Pcr- 
hapa alfo this work may fall into the hands of fomt, who 
have heard the objeftions, but have never met with the an- 
fwers to them. 

I. It 
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1. It feas not unfrequently been urged chap* 
againft the probability of the divine le- v. 

giation of Mofcs, that it is inconceivable, ' 

how a merciful and benevolent being like objcaion 
the Almighty fhould enjoin an aft of fuchSfcom™ 
cruelty, as the extirpation of a whole pco- [Trpate ^hc' 
pie. This procedure has more the appear- ^„*d^'l'^^'' 
ance of refulting from the horrid barbarity, ^^®'^'^: 
with which wars were anciently carried 
oii, than from the commands of a good 
and gracious God. Some lives muft una-* 
voidably be loft in battle ; but human na- 
ture revolts from the wanton unnecoflary 
cruelty of butchering unrefifting women 
and children, together with the wretched 
remains of a conquered army. ConduA 
lik^c this would defervedly ftamp with inr 
famy any modern nation, which proved 
viftorious over its enemy ; and can we 
fuppofe that the Almighty views with 
pJeafure the deftruAion of his creatures? 
Would it not have been more worthy of 
die divine attribute of mercy, to foften 
the ferocity of the vigors, rather than to 
exafperate it ; to mitigate the horrors of 
war, rather than to aggravate them ? A 
Moloch may delight in blood and defo- 
lation ; but a beneficent Creator never can : 
hence, this lingle circumftance is fufficicnt 
YZ to 
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SECT, to bring into difcredit the whole of the 
II. Mpfaical difpenfation. 



This obj ed:ion has frequently been brought 
forwards with all the complacency of felf- 
conceited ignorance ; but the peribn, who 
makes it, while he expatiates with much 
fatisfadlion on the mercy of God, feems 
totally to forget another no left neccflary 
attribute, his juftice. Merciful and. gra- 
cioias as God is, we are no' where in- 
formed, that the obftinate and hardened 
finner enjoys his favour. It is only to the 
humble and penitent, to him, who with 
deep contrition exclaims, while he fears to 
raife his eyes to heaven. Lord be merciful 
to me a Jinner, that the goodnels of the 
Almighty is extended. 

''Come now, and let us reafon together, 
'' faith the Lord : though your fins be as 
" fcarlet, they fliall be as white as Ihow ; 
'' and though they be red like cxinifbn, 
'^ they Ihall be as wool. If ye be wiUifig 
'' and obedient y ye ftiall eat the good of 
'* the land. But if ye refufe and rebel, ye 
'Vfhall be devoured with the fword : for 
*' the niouth of the Lord hath Ipoken it**." 

' •* Ifalah i. i8. 

The 
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The mercy of God is not to be exerted chap* 
cxclufively of bis juftice ; otherwife we v. 

charge the moft. High with being the au ^ 

thor of evil, and open wide the flood-gates 
of llcentioufnefs and antinomianifm. When 
the wickednefs of the Sodomites was ar- 
rived at its full height, they were luddenly 
fwept away by the whirlwind of divine 
vengeance r but who Ihall dare to im- 
peach the mercy of God, on this, account ? 
When the enormities of the Canaanites ' 
were fo flagrant, that the land was ready 
to fpue them out, it pleafedthe Almighty 
to punifli their iniquity by the intervention 
gf fecond caufes ; by the fword of Ifrael, 
rather than by the immediate operation of 
his power. The crimes of both nations . - 
refembled each other in many particulars®, 
and the puhilhment of both was utter de- 
ftruftion. Even this alteration of the man- 
ner was not without reafon;. for what is 
it, that the Lord doeth in vain ? The If- 
raelites, the chofen people of God, -with 
whom alone a pure form of worlhip was 
preferved in' the midfl: of a rebellious and 
p^rverfe generation, were warned by this 
dreadful example to perfevere in the paths 
of holinefs and piety, left they alfo fliould 

« See Levit. xviil. 

y 3 feel 
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SECT, feci the efFefts of the divine difplealure* 
II. Accordingly we find in the fequel of their 

■ hiftory, that whenever they lapfed into ido- 

latry, a feverc punifhment never failed to 
be the confequence of it; witnefs the Ba- 
bylonian captivity ; witnefs alfo, for a great 
though different crime, their prefcnt dif- 
• perfion. And who Ihall prefume on this ac- 
count to blafpheme God, and to reprefent 
him as a being delighting in cruelty and 
bloodlhed? As well might we term the 
ftroke of the law tyranny and oppreflion, 
as the extirpation of the Canaanites an ad 
of barbarity; Shall man inflift puniOinoent 
upon man for theft or murder ; and (hall 
not the Almighty be allowed to interfere 
in the works of his own oreatipn ? 

But why flay the children ? They could 
have been guilty of no crime. 

I anfwex. Did not the children likewii^ 
pcrifli in the deftrudiori of Sodom? And 
whenever the life of a malefactor is takea 
away, are not his innocent children and 
relatives punilhed alfo, by partaking of the 
infamy of their parent or brothcfr^? In 

' The confequences arc flill more fcrious, in cafe of aa 
attainder fbr high-treaibo* * 

this 
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this life, the bands of relationlhip and af- chap. 
finity are fo interwoven, that even a fingle v. 

one cannot be violently torn away, with 

out affediftg thofe, which are in imme- 
diate Conta<El: but, in the kingdom of 
heaven, it is probable s, that all this ap- 

« r only venture to fay probable, left I ihould appear to 
be guilty of prefumptlon ; for in reality we are very much 
in the dark refpedling this matter. The ultimate fate of 
Heathen nations is one of thofe hidden counfels of God, 
which he has not thought proper to reveal to us. Certain 
it is, that they who believe in . the do6trine of original fin, ^ 

cannot impeach the juftice of God, even upon the fuppo- 
fition of K\^ conden^ning; Gentile infants ; fince all are by 
nature children of wrath, and, as our Church exprefles it in 
her ninth article, •' dejerue God's wrath and damnation." 

I cannot forbear citing upon this occafjon the fentiments 
of the Hon. Robert Boyle refpefting Scriptural difficulties: 
In heaven ^^ probably, we ihall fatisfadorily underftand 
" thofe deep and obfcure myfteries of religion, which the 
" profoundeft clerks, tjiat love not to flatter themfelves, ac- 
** knowledge, they are unable to. comprehend > being, after 
"all the toil and induftry of their anxious inquiries, rei- 
" duced to fit down with the Apoftle's f2 &o&^<i, an admi- 
'^ ration of .that depth, whofe bottpm they cannot fathom. 
'* There wc ihall underftand thofe obfcure paflkges of that 
" divine Book uncapable of flattery, the Scripture, which, 
" for all that bold critics and learned expofitors have at- 
*' tempted to illuftrate it, does ftill continue obfcure. There, 
'* difcerning how exquifitely the feveral parts of Scripture 
'* are fitted to the feveral time^, perfons, and occurrences, 
" wherein their all-forefeeing Author intended moft to ufe 
" them, we fliall difcern not only a reooncileablenefs, but a 
" fricndfhip, and perfcdt harmony bet\yixt thofe texts, that 
' Y 4J. " berc 
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SECT, parent injuftice will be removed, and that 
II. thofe, who'fufFer guiltlefsly here from the 



" here feeni moft at variance; and'fhall difcover not only 
•' the fcnfc of the obfcurer pallages, but the requifitenefs of 
" their having been written fo obfcurely. That grange and 
*• peculiar, as well as otherwife crj-ptical method and ilyle 
" jof Scripture, which often cods us fo much ftudy to find it 
" ritionaU we fhall there difcover to be admirable, and wor- 
•' thy of its omnifcient Author. There, I hope, we fhall 
** have clearly expounded to us thofe riddles of Providence, 
** which have, but too often, tempted even good men to 
" queftion God's conduft in the government of the world. — 
" The fhortnefs of ouf tranfitory lives nc t permitting us to 
" continue long enough fpe6lators here, to fee above a fcene 
*' or two at mod of that great play afted by mankind upon 
*' theftage of the world, *tis no wonder, \^ are apt to har- 
*' bour finifter thoughts of the contriver of- a plot, whofc 
"/neither beginhing nor end we are acquainted with : which 
" is no lefs injurious, than it were to cenfure the lofty tra- 
" gedian Seheca, or fome other matchlefs artift, having per- 
" ufed but a piece of ibme tragedy, whereof the latter part 
" never arrived at our view. But,* when once Gkxl's whole 
*' plot (if I may fo fpcak), and condu6l in the admini- 
*^ flration of the world, fhall come to be difclofed 5 all thofe 
J '* revolutions, and occurrences of empires, flates, families, 

" and particular perfons^ which men are here fo prone to 
^ * *' quarrel with, will there appear fo juft, fo requifite, and fo 
'* ftafonable, that thofe very things, which here tempted us 
, " to deny God, fhall there engage us to praife him; and we 
'^ fhall not fo properly be fatisfied with his providence, as 
" ravifhed — Yes, all that unwelcome darknefs, that here 
" furrounded our purblind underflandings, will vanifh at 
" the dawning of that bright, and (as St. Peter's expreflion 
*' may be interpreted) eternal day, wherein the refolution of 
*' all thofe difficulties, which hf re exercifed, and perhaps dif- 

'Mreffed, 
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crimiriallty of others, will receive a propbr- chap. 
tionable recompenfe in the world to come. .v. 

2. A fecond dbjeftion has been made 2. 
-againft the Mofaiial difpenfation, on ac-madea- 
count of the numerous rites and xeremo-Sremonfai 
nies of the Law. Thefe have been repre- uw^as ^ 
fented as ufelefs and trifling ; anfweritig^f^e^^^]*** 
no one good end, and totally unworthy of 
divine wifdom. 

The Jews w^re a carnal and grois peo* 
pie, unequal to any refined and abflraft 
ideas. Owing to this t^rnper, they were 

*^ trefled, our faith, ill all be granted: us to reward it. And I 
'' muft, profefs (as unfalhionable, as fuch aprofeflion may 
" feem in a gentleman not yet two and twenty) that I find 
" the iludy of thofe excellent themes, God's word, and his 
*' providence, fo difficult, and yeX io pleafmg and inviting, 
*' that could heaven afford, me ho greater blefling than z 
" clear account of the abftrufe myfteries of divinity and pro- 
" vidence, I ihould value the having my Underftanding gra- 
" tified and enriched with truths of fo noble and precious 
^' a nature, enough to court heaven at the rate of renouncing 
*' for it all thofe unmanly fenfualities and trifling vanities, 
^' for which inconiiderate mortals are wont to forfeit the in- 
^ *^ tereft, their Saviour fo dearly bought them in it," Boyle's 
Seraphic Love, p. 154 — 159. " 

What a fingular contrail is ther« between the humility 
of this truly great man, and the ludicrous felf-conceit of 
modem deiflical pretenders to philofophy I 

perpc- 
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.SECT, perpetually degenerating into a worlhip of 
ir. fqnfible obje^, while. they forfook their 

»■ ■ ' ■ own religion, whiich defcribed God as in- 
corporeal, and to be cpifiprehended by the 
intelleA alone. Thus we find, that their 
ceremonial law, though cenfured for being 
deficient in purity, was yet even too pure 
I for their dull and grovelling faculties. 
Hence the Deity, gracioufly confidering 
their infirmity, was pleafcd to remedy it, 
by lowering the perfeftion of divine truth 
to the ftandard of Jewifli abilities. The , 
jLaw was a kind of preparation for good 
things to come. Its fiipporting hands, the 
rites and ceremonies^ of the temple, were 
ftretched forth to fuftain the ytt feeble 
limbs of childhood ; but, when that which 
^s perfedl came, then that which is im- 
perfeA was to be dosie away. As, in the 
inveftigation of mathematical tnith, the 
human mind requires the fupport of cer- 
tain figures ; fo the ancient Ifraelites, feeing 
as in a glais darkly, were unable to admit 
-divine tmth, except through the medium 
of a regular fyftem of typical obfervances. 
God himfelf explains the diftind;ion be- 
tween clean and unclean beafts, as allufive 
to the temporary feparation between the 

Jews 
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Jews and the Gentiles*': arid, if vrc ex-^ chap* 
amine the arrangement of thcfe different v* 
animals, we Ihall find aU the unclean beafts -'^-^ — * 
ito be emblematical of fcwnc rice, and the 
clean ones of ibme virtue, which they who 
are I£raelitcs indeed ought to poffefs. In 
a fimilar manner their yarious waihings 
were apt reprefentations of internal purity, 
and their Numerous facrifices were all ty-^ 
pical of the one great facrifice fpr the fins 
of all mankind \ 

That this interpretation is not fanciful 
appears from many paflagcs of Scripture, 
even before the time of Chrift ; and it is» 
furely equitable to fuffer a law to explain 
its own fignification. Thus we read of 
the circumcifion of the heart; and are re- 
quired to rend our hearts, and not our gar- 
ments, ^ ^ 

^^ To what purpolc is the multitude of 
^* your facrifices unto me ? faith the Lord: 
*' I am full of burnt offerings of rams, and 
^^ the fat of fed beafts ; an4 1 delight not 

^ Aas X. 9. • 

' See Jones's Figurative Language of Scripture. This 
fubjcd will be confidered more at large hereafter. 

*' in 
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SECT. *' in the blood of bullocks, or of lambs, or 
II. ' ** of he-goats. When ye come to appear 
— r— " before ' me, who hath, required this at 
" your hand to tread my courts ? Bring no 
^^ more vain oblations; incenfe is an abo- 
" mipation unto me ; the new moons, and 
^^ fabbaths, the calling of aflfemblies, I cari- 
,** not awaiy with : it is iniquity, even the 
*^ folemn meeting. Your new moons, and 
*' your appointed feafts my foul hateth : 
^' they are a trouble unto me; lam weary 
"to b9ar them. And when ye fpread 
*/* forth your hands, I will Hide mine eyes 
/' from you ; yea^ when ye make many 
*' prayers, I will not hear : your hands arc 
*^ full of blood. Wafli ye, make ye clean : 
" put away the evil of your doings from 
" before mine eyes ; ceafe to do evil ; learn , 
" to do well ; feek judgment, relieve the 
/' opprefled, judge the fatherlefs, plead for 
*^ the widow ^." 'Perhaps there cannot be 
a better comment upon the meaning of 
the ceremonial Law, than what is con- 
tained in this paffage. ., 

There was moreover. an additional reafon 
/or the inftitution of many of the Jewifli 
ordinances ; they appear to have been de- 

^ Ilaiah i. ii. 

; ' , ; ligned 
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figned lo feparate the peculiar people of^cHAF. * 
God from the idolati^ of their neighbours. * v. 

Thiiis, feveral thlng^> in ,themfelves' inno 

cent, are forbidden, becaufe they were cuA 
tomary throughout the rejft of the world. 

^ ^' Ye ftxall not round the cqrners of ^fo^ir 
5' heads, neither flialt; thou mar the,- cor* 
^' ners of thy beafd^^ .Neither fliallia gar- 
*' ment niingled of liqen and woollen come 
^' upon thee"*. Thou ftialt not Jfeeth a kid 
^^ in his mother's milk"." . i ^ ' . 

. Some rites likewife are enjoined, fb very 
oppofite to the fuperftition of the Egyp- • 
tians, and ftriking fo completely at the 
root of one ipecies of idolatry; that they 
mull have made the Jews appear to them 

^ Levih xix. 27. 

*" Levit. xix. 19. 

" Exod. xxiii. 19. 

^' Plutarquc nous aprend que Ics Egiptiens avoient le via 
*' en horreur, le regardant come le fang des impies, qui 
*^ firent autrefois la guerre aux dieux. C'eft de 1^ que vient 
^^ Tabomination que Ics Mages, les Gnoftiques, les Arabes, 
'* les Bfachmanes, et les Moines de la Chine, ont pour la 
'* fruit des vignes 5 et cell pour diftinguer fon pcuple du », 

*' refte des nations idojatres, que Dieu a introduit fous le 
^' Vieux Teftament Tufage du vin,^ auffi frequent dans fes 
'' ofrandes.'* Diflertation Literaire, &c. par Schmidt. Ar- 
chaeologia, vol. i. p> 3144. 

' ^ ■ impiou3 
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*EClr. impious and odious to the laft 'dcgtee. 
u. Th«s> one principal ehannel oi intercourib 

* ' ■ between different nations was tilt off, « 
tothmuriion of religious WorflbifK, Ari 03t 
i/vas w6rfiiipped-46 Egypt under the riame 
of Apis ; and throughout the grcateft part 
ef the eaft/tfeat fthiiikai was held in |)ecu- 
iiar ve*teratidn ; but among the Jews it 
was tfee niefl ufiial ' faerifice. By ttiis 
inSeaAsf, ikn Egj^tiah idol was forced to paj^ 
libtnagif ^t^ -^€ ' tnie God, and t^e futility 
of fuch worfhip was fliewn in a ftriking 
manner to the children of Ifrael ; for weak 
indeed muft be the deity, who is unable to 
faive himfelf from: flaUghter. Notwith-- 
Handing fo wife a precaution, the Jewife 
nation was addi<3:ed to this mode of ido- 
latry above all others ; probably from their 
early cpnne6liorf with the Egyptians,u The 
calf, which Aaron fet up for the people to 
worlhip, feems to have been merely the 
duftomary reprefentation of Apis; aad the 
two calves, which received rdigious ado- 
ration from the kingdom of Ifrael during 
the reign of Jeroboam, were moft probably 
the ufual Egyptian iymbols of Ifis zad CMi- 
ris. In lubfequent ages indeed the prone- 
nefs of the Jews to idolatry was entirely 
fubdued by their frequent fufferings and 

long. 
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joiig captivities ; and they then- became .chai'c 
more siealoufly attached than et^er to thofe v* 
'Ordinances, which di?ew fo indelii^d a line 
of diftind:ion between them and the Gta" 
tiies. • This unfociaWe humoor; as it ap-* 
peared to the hea;thens> and their contempt 
for the rabble of Pagan, deities, Voiiifeht 
-tipoii theltt- the hati^^d 6f 41 ■ th^ir ti^gJ^ 
bours, and even procured th^mcbe^app^eln 
lation of Atheifts. 

' TacitU^i^ in his account of the Jewifh 
-fiution/ reaiarkably ' d^nfirms this - laft fup^ 
f^fitidn* ^* j^fcfesir" 'fays >he, ^* in. b^er to 
*' ria^ke >tbe people .firmly adhere to him 
** ever aiftfa'i inftituted for them tteiw rites 
*' totaily: opipbfite to th^e of^ the areft of 
^the'W»id» Whatevet Ave venerate m 
** faei^d, they confider pro4be } and ohjl 
•'the. other band they pm^tfe withoirt 
" fcmple, what Wc deem impioiis^/' If, 
in the latter part of this fentettc^ the His- 
torian is Ipeaking of moral a<^io^s, hlfe ^C' 
fmion is felfe : but, if he alludes to the 
contempt with which the Jews treated 
idolatry, it is undoubtedly true. Immedi- 
ately after> he adds, '• They facrifice a mm 

• Tacit* Hid. lib. v, c. 4. 

to 
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. SECT. " to Ihew their contempt of Jupiter Ham- 
II. *^ mon.Pj and an; ox, which the Egyptian? 

— ^— ^^ worftiip under the name of Apis^. — They 

*.' Tufe the rite of circumcifion as a badge of 

' ^^ diftinftion, which, ajl profelytes to their 

" rehgion likewife adopt ; and the very firft 
^^ thing taught them is to-defpife the GodsV* 
that is to fay, the idols, which they had 
hitherto adored. 

The refult then of the whole mveftiga- 
tion is, that iince the Molaical dilpenfation 
poffefles thefe four diftinguilhing^ charader- 
iftics of authenticity and divinity,.. we are 
bound to conclude, that it is a Revelation 
from heaven, and hot an impofition upon 
the credulity of mankind. The preceding 
pages however do not contain the only ar- 
guments, which may be adduced to prove 
the matter in queftion. The completion 
of an immenfe number of prophecies, at 
different periods and iri different countries, 
ftamps indelibly the charafter of divine 
truth on the f^cred volunie of Scripture. 



P Who was ufually reprefented by the^figure, or at Icaft 
with the horns of that animal. 

9 Tacit. Hift. lib, v. c. 4. 
^ ' Ibid. c. T* 

This 
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This branch of theology, however, is In it- chap. 
felf fufficiently copious to form a diftinft y. 

fubje<ft, and has been already mofts amply — 

difcufled by various authors *• One part 
of it fhall be confidered in a lubfequent 
portion of the pfefent work; which, while 
it fcrvcs to conncft the Law and the Got* 
pel, may be viewed at the fame time in 
the light of an additional atteftation to the 
authenticity of the Pentateuch. 

^ Mede, the two Ncwtpw, Kctt, 4rc. 
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ILLUSTRATIONS AND AUTHORITIES. 



P. a^. /' Another fort of the Pagan deities, were all the 
*' greater parts of the vifible mundane lyftem, ©r corporeal 
'* world.— Belides aU'thefe, the Pagans had yet another fort 
*' of Gods, that were nothing but mere accidents, or af- 
'* fe6lions of fubftances ^•• 

P. 23. Macrobius informs us, that the more, ancient Ito- 
mans alfo were accuftomed to ufe Punic words. " Necnon 
" et Punicis Ofcifque verbis ufi funt veteres ^." " 

P. 30. The various accounts of the deluge, which have 
been preferved in different countries, have frequently occa- 
fioned the error of fuppofing that many floods have taken 
place at different periods. Thus Nonnus reckons up three 
deluges ^. But this opinion will foon be found untenable, 
if we compare them with each other; for their mutual re- 
fcmblance is fo great, that it more than fufficicntly efla- 
blifhes their identity. Tzetzes, with great propriety, aflerts 
Noah to be the fame perfon as Dionyfus, and Ofiris— row 
N*>f, oq Na;i, xMt Aiovvd'o;, xcki Offtfif icct>Mrai^, He might 
have added, Deucalion, Ogyges, and Xifuthrus. 

P. 53. Nearly the fame fignification is attributed to M»tx 
by JambliChus fTfi9 ^ ^cuict ix vmitiv tmh^av^ xata mv A«- 

^ Cudworth's Intell. Syft. p. aa6, aa;, 

* Satum. lib. vi. c. 4. 

« Dionyf. lib, iii. . . 

* Chil. X. Hift. 335. . . 

* Dc Vita Pjrthag, c. xU 

2 a P. 3S* 
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P. 35. The fame notion of the watery nature of the 
moon is mentioned by Macrobius. " Lunam vero humidiore 
** et vclut foemineo fexu, &c^." 

P. 54. DamaicLUS does acft fystds. o£ iarbufs as being the 
fok principle of the univerfe, according to the £g3rptian cof- 
mogony : but joins to it water zn^fand, Keff A»yv»?ww{, i 
fbiv (Met ruv oAaw afx?^ axoro^ aywrof, raq h hfo vhi^ xou i)/afi* 

KM vl«;f . Cit. in not. ad Phoraut. Theoc fe^. xvii. The 
£g3rptian3 alfb conceived darkneis to be older than light? 
To axoltf 79y ^tSlo^ iyvplg 0ftdvTtf^» Vl>VT» Sy^p. lib. ir, 
p. 670. 

P. 58. Philo Judseus^ afccording to Dr. AHix^ " main- 
*' tains^ that the two cherubims, yhich were over the ^k, 
*' were the ^mbojs of the two eternal powers of Grods.*' 

Ibid. This form of adjuration is afcribed ^y the Chro* 
nlcon Pjiicbale to Hetmes Trifmegiihis. Kat r^^vra iipticwf 

ivuttt x^ff'i^t.oM avarrn irnfijoirp B*f^9 fum» Vi<RgH» i» i^^ty^ar^ 
^ftnis%9 799fMwyt9n Aoy^i^^vronf ''. The fame work mentionji 
^ lingular rel^onfe given by 9» oracle to Tbulis^ one of the ' 
earlieft Kin^ of Egypt^ when inquiring who that Seing ' 
was, that ruled all things^ I 

Tm)Za ^ irvfcf t/7« ^wrra^ x«(» i9dojAA9 fif ly ierr» | 

Otf xprof eua/9mK 1 

P. i9. ^w : KO^y *in m**:^ ^rtx r\VP v\^^ ♦lan wn 

^^ Elias faysy Six thoufand years are the duration of the 
'^ world. Two thoufand are, like the primeval chaos, with* 



^ Saturn, lib. i. c. 17. 

• Allix*s judgment, p. izu 

* Chion. PtUcfa. p, 47, 

' Ibid, p* 4$, - > 

^'out 
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<^ out form J two tlioufand are under the influence of the 
" Law ; and two thouf^nd are the days of Meilias ^.*\ 

P. 61. The following account of the Otaheitean belief^ 
fdpe^ng the divine mode of exi(lence> is not a little re- 
markable. 

. '^ The general name for Deity, in all its ramifications, Ib 
<' Eatooa^ Three are held fupreme, ftanding in a height of 
" ^ccleilial dignity, that no others can approach unto : and 
. *-* what is more extraordinary, the names are perfonal appel« , 

•* lations : 

*' r. Tane te Medooa, the Father ^ 

** a. Oromattow Tooa tee te Myde, God in the Son*, 

" 3. Taroa Mannoo te Hooa, the Bird the SpiritK^* 

P. 62. IluSaytpa^p— nrv /ueyfldbt ncn T9»y acf^rot hfa^ t» rtu^ . 

P. £4. Ki»T fltXXoir & ^yoy «o» XlKiavov ifacxr ap^ityoy Ufu$ 
mmntiu Phomut. Theor. &61. viii. Km 'Ofdoifoi r«vhi9 *r%f 
yffvtv vanrMettf «f^» rov v^eno^, SlKsan^, offTtt^ ytuo'is mrat- 
r%ra% rtrvxki, Plut. de Plac. Philof. lib. i. p. By 5. 

P. 65. To» X«lov9 ^ St/yalij^ er* xflw i yu. Phorn. Thcon 
i«6l. xvii. 

P. 66. '^ Ante Pseana iblennis ea «r^6aeiw^n}<rif nempe to 
^' i%eXK^ proferri folet. Cui addebant Id, Jh, vel Iv, Itf> nt 
<^ Plutarchus in Thefeo teilatur his verbis : EXiXiv lov lav 
*^ anotpaten o* ttawn^oiltf au^atck. Quid aliud vero fuifle in 
** biitioy TO fXfXtv lov, vel to sXiXiv m putemus, quam Hebrae* 
*' orum IT )bbn halldu-jah. Qua quidem vcrborum for- 
^^ muk feepiiis in hymnis fuis uti folent Hebraei : in prin- 
'^cipio, ut exhortentufj in fine, ut accinant et accla- 
^mentV 

•^ Non ipfa oracula plus ex€rcebant antiquorum ingenia, 
^ quam programma iilud, to £l, quod templi (Delphici) fb« 

k Gaalmin. de Vit. et Mor. Mofi», lib. i{\. c, 2. See alfo La^n. 
de Vita Beata, lib. vii. fed!:. 14. 

' Miffion. Voyage to the South. Paclf. Ocean> p. 34^^ 
• »h Plut. de Plac. Philof. lib, i, p. 876. 

" Dickinfon, Delphi Phanic. cap.'vK 

z 3 */ ribua 
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'* ribus infcribebattir'— Omnium, quos fcio, re£liffime Anw 
" monius (apud Plutarthum) to El putat cfle avToriAs) rot/ 
" Biov vpoaeiyoftvffiv xa» wpotf'^tfMjirn'— rVdcavit Deus Iciplum 
" ,1*nK Ehejch ; Graecc Etfju 5 veraacule / am. Quod no- 
" men Dei proprium eft ; ejufquc elTentiam diferte figni- 
" ficat J ipfumque a Diis faliis omnium maxime diftinguit 
" ac difcriminat. Quocirca prifci Graeciae fapientes, ut cu- 
'" jus honori templum illud dicarant; quern que ipfi revera 
*' colebant, myftice innuerent ; facrpfan^him hoc Dei no- 
*' men tempi i foribus infcripferunt ; tamen non totutti, fed 
'^ primam ejus fyllabam tantum — Quamvis fortafle to EI 
'* non ab «/a», fed in* Jab, poft varias tamen mutationes, 
*' efFormatumiit. Hoc autero, percontaberis, ut fieri potuit. 
*' Equidcm, modo fufius enarranti venia conccdatur, oftcn- 
'' dam. 

" Primo igitur, fl* Jah, quia Graecis ag^of km atmAuyijIeff 
•' erat afpiratio finalis, in I A vertitur : undc Hefychius I A, 
*' Toy ^Eoy tniifjLoum xaB* 'E^paiovf . lA deinde fit IH : unde 
** Graeci olim to ^MfAonov lXso» n^iw* ityai i7r^^movrrt% IH, IH. 
'' Ideoque templum divino cultui dicatum vocabant U^oi] 
*' et facerdotes, upsjf . Denuo, quia Graecorum ctX^aQnrot li-» 
" teraip « Simonidis ufque tempora non habuit, at ejus vice 
*' Graeci, i viti folent, non IH antiquitus, fed IE fcripfcrunt. 
'^ Tandem igitur, ut palam fiat quomodo IE in £1 tranfmu* 
*' tatam fuerit, pauca praemitti 3ebent. Conftat apud eru- 
" ditos non modo Hebraeos, Arabes, aliofve Orientales, fed 
" ct Graecos olim finiflrorfum fcripfifle. 'Qui prima a dcx- 
'^ tra 'finifl|»m verfus ftylum ducebant j atque uhi ad iini- 
** ftram paginaeorjim devcniffent, inde, quia locus ifte prior 
" fe obtulit dextrorfum pergebant : iftaque Ijnea confe^ia 
** verfus finiHram denuo recurrebant—- Graeci- igitur, Hcbrae- 
" orum more, primaiti lineam liniftrorfum ducebant, ubt 
" vero ad finem prioris lineae devenerant, fecundam, quia 
*' locus ifte paratioy erat, a fimfti^i inchoabant-^His jam 
*' praemiflis, facile erit explicatu, qua. olim ratione IE in EI 
" converfum fuerit. Quippe cum Graeci fcribere Phoeni- 
** cum five Hebraeorum more coftfucverint, veftibulo tepi- 

•' pU 
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■^ pli Delphici non It fed 31 finiftram verfus micri^fe^ 
"runlV 

Th€5 following remark confirms the fuppofitioo, that the 
Jerombaal of Sanchoniatho is the. Gideon of Scripture. 

" Diodorus^ lib. i. prodit, quod Mofes apud Judaeos le- 
" gibus fuis infcripfcrit ror lew iwuo^ovjaewv $w>. Et certe 
** ipfa nominum harmonia indicate eum^i a quo Sancbonia»- 
" thon Berytius feriem rerum et temporum ab originc 
*' mundi'habuit,, Jerombalum, Jerubbaalum feu Gedeonem 
** fuifle, praefertim cum, ifto ex commercia Jerubbaalis feu 
'* Gedeonis cum fierytiis, contigerit poft ejus fata, ut Ifrael- 
** itse confiituerent iibi Baal Berith in Deum. (Jud. viii* 
'* J3.) Pwit autem Baal Berith, dea Bripv^, cujus mentio fit 
*' in iifdem Sanchoniathonis fragmentis apud Eufebium ^.** 

P. .68. The following is faid by Jamblichus to have been 
the Pythagorean oath allufive to the Tetrads. 
Ov f*fit rott afAirffifi yinvi wet^u^o^ret nr^eutTV*, 
Tlayav ass¥veui (^vatus, fi^ufi.eL t'. i;^«f^ai»^. 

Cudworth inclines to the opitiion, that this Tetrac- 
tys is r^lly derived -from the^ «(;>H^« V^f;<a^rai« of the 

Hebrewsf* ^<^:The late 'conjcfture of ibme learned rcctn 
'* arpongff lis feefed to be touch 'more probable, that Pytha- 
*' goras his Tetraffys was really nothiftg elfe but the 7>^;v7- 
" grammaton, pr that proper name of the Supreme God 
** a.ipongll the Hebrews, confiding of four letters. or conlb- 
** nants. Ncithier ougljt it to be wondered at^that Pytha- 
*' goras; who, bcfides his travelling into Egypt, Pcrfia, and 
*' Chaldea, and his fojourning at Sidon^ is aifirmed by Joife- 
" phus, Po^phyr^us^ and oXh^s, to, h^ye convcyfetf vfith the 
" Hebrews alfp, Ihould h^ fo well acquainted with the He- 
" brew Tetragrammaitm, fmce it was not unknown to the 
'* Hetrurians and Latins, their Jove being certainly nothing 
''elfcV / . , , . . 

• Dickin. Delphi Phoenic. c. x. 

P Tribbeehovkis de Great. Mandi. c. i, 

«? Dc Vita Pythag. c. xxix. 

' Cudworth's Intell. Syft. p, ^376, 

z 4 P. 6^, 
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P. 6g. The knowledge, which the Greeks pofleBed, of the 
fuperior holinefs of the feventh day, appears further from 
this citation. 

AwoKleiyAf (foil. <|ko»Co() tof e^iv tw Tlv^vva, iryun^vro XlvButOf 

The following fragment of Linus, Cited by Mr. Bryatit*, 
is alfo highly deferving of attention. 

SC^o/xarn ^ o» rttOa^fjufet nxrra rrrvxrott, 
Eir)« ik varra nrvnrah ly ovpetwa etft^m. 

Roleniy Hepheftion ^gns the following vttf fingnUr 
tetfoft for the perfe6lion of the number fevm^ eMft^fof e 
2d(fAoSp{ toy Ai» fti9i yivnt^fla, tm iiflic ifu^eti cuu^sntrnvs^t 
yiXa^du, xeu iict Tovro tiXitog nofju&dn o X^f*i^ mpwfA»i^m 

According to Platd in Maer6bius, the fdul of th« w^M 
was generated from the number feven. '' Hie numerus 
" i7rr»( nunc votitur antiquato ufu prims literaft^ apud 
'' veterei enim feptai voeitabatufy quod GraecO nbmine 
'' teCtabatur venerationem debitam numer6. Nam' priAo 
'^ dnuitum hoc numero aftima mufidana genetata eft> fieut 
•* Tima^u* Ratoftis cdocuit*." 

?. 8 1. The tradition refpeftifig Hcitules) the &rpent, 
tftd the apples 6f the Hefperidctf, ia ftated ift a T^iy remark- 
iMe mannfer by Eratofthene$. Spcakiisg of the coaflellctidn 
6f the ferpenty he (ayb, *' Tbk is the ^tfte ta thal» which 
*^ guarded the gelden appled, and ivad (lain hf Hercaleft. 
^ ¥ot, according to Phereeydes^ wheti mil the Odda ^Send 
<*ptfefeftt8 td Juno T^h htr Aiiptitla with Jupiter, the 
^ Earth alio broi<ight golden j^pple». yuM>, adm^b^ ihar 
** hsautf, ctMAmtuided them t& be pla^tfed iMhe garden of 



• Schol. Find, in Proleg. ad Pyth. 
< Anal. vol. i. p. iZz, 

« Nov. Hift. lib. vii. See alfo Caelius Rhodig. Le6);. Aat lib. xxii. 
c. 12. 

« Macrob, in Somn. Scip. lib. L c. 6i* 

''tli< 
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*' tht God»$ and finding that they were continually plucked 
** by the daughters of Atlas, flie appointed a vaft lerpent to • 
'* guard them. Hcrculca overcame and (lew the monfter. 
*' In this condellation accordingly the feipent is depi6ted 
^^ rearing aloft its head^ while Hercules, placed above it with 
** one knee bent, tramples ivitb bis foot upon its head, and 
** brandiihes his club in his right-hand y/ 

The following coincidence I do not recolle6t to have Icen 
any wbere obferved : Apollo, Chreefhna, and Hercules, at^ 
all perfonifications- cf the Sun, and the latter of thele deities 
is reprefented as dad in the fkin of a lion. The fecond per- 
son of the Trinity is nfually designated by the name of the 
Ughtt or the Sun \ and in the myflerious hieroglyphic of 
the cherubim is fymbolbed by the figure of a lion, the Lion 
of the tribe of Judah. Philoflratus applies to Hercules the 
title of the Sawour ofmeuj ^untftot ft§ tuAfomMg *• 

P. 90. *' £rat olim in iacrificiis Gothorum numerl i|ove- 
^ narii obiervatio admodum accepta— et quamvis'diii fnis 
*' fummum cultum hebdomodatim, et quotidie exhiberent; 
*' tamen omni nono menie ibleaniorem venerationem ipfis 
'^ impendentes, novem dies facrificiis rite^ acreligidfe abio^ 
'< vendis tribuerunt : fingulifque diebuff novem aoiniantium 
*' genera immolabant : quibus etiam humants hoiiias «4- 
**.jungebant*." 

P' 93* JamfalichuB fpeaks in the following tenm of the 
lapfe of the hum&n ibul^ by which it was di^rivttd of its 
originad commiuiioa with God. Ai^m rouvt, «c k dii«flbc »«^ 

i^k *nnQ pv Tf mc oHtytm x»» ttfiaffiintf tyttPto hv/tv ^. 

P. 94. '* Prometheus laqpeti filius primus homines m IuIq 
** finxit. Poftea Vulcanus Jovis juflfu e^ luiq mulieris eflS- 

y Erat. Cataft, fe6i« iii. and iv. See alfd Hyglni Poet. Allroa. 

* Vita ApoU. Tyan. lib. viii. e. 9. 
I • OUk& lifagni Hift. Kb. ifi. e. ^ 
> De Myft. fc^. vL c. 5. , 

*' gicm 
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^ giera fecit : cui IVfincrva animani dedit> caBteriqufr Dii 
'^ alius aliiid doniim dcdcrunt j ob idque Pandoram nomi- 
** narunt. £a data in conjuginm Epimetheo fratri : inde 
** nata eft Vynhz, qtue mortalu Satur prima creaia^ T '* Pro- 
*^ metheum aiunt hominem ex luia finxlde, quern quidem 
*' inaoimatum'atque iiifenfibilem fecerat. Cujus opus Mi- 
. '' nerva mirata, ipopondit ei^ ut (i quid v^ellet de coeleftibus 
** donis, ad. Aium opuA adjuvandum inquireret — Nos Pro- 
*' metheum> quaii ^povoMi $Mt^ : quod nos Latine Dei prae* 
" videntiam diclmus : ex hac praevidentia, et Minerva^ quafi 
** coelelli fapientia^ hominem fa6tum. Divinum vero ig« 
*' ncm, quern vpluerunt^ animam monflrant divinitus in- 
^' fpiratam, quae apud Paganos dicitur de coelis tra£ta '.** 

P. 95. Juftin Martyr obfervcs, how frequently the fer- 
pent was introduced by the ancient idolaters^ as a divine 
iy mbol. Hafu warn tup itoyLh^cfAtveiv uetf vfMt &bu, 0^»; cvf»^ 
6o^or fAi>a xah /xvr4f>M atayfa^trm^* Orpheiis appears. alio 
to have been infected with thjD fame fupedlition. Aiuiit 
Qrphici jn* r^iTviP apx*** f*"^' "^^^ ^ yvm^fai, ^euffla ^ cmmm 
"— >;/Bty firt Ttt}» vfWf iffhfx, wpo^tfvof h dtQV, xf^oAa; ravfQV km 

P. 96. Philoftratus aflerts^ that trees diftilling honey^ as 
* ^ well as ferpents, are facred to Bacchus. l^ov K»r2*( ifvn, km 

o^itc o^o», x«i ^vfO'Oi, J^i»^|p«^ oi/x«ii fJLO^i r<ft^oirT«— ^tfvoi; ¥ et9 ifi 
x»» aXetTM^ifait, ovrus £i«oy »vrMi ra a^^fjuc^. It b worthy 
of obfervation, that this Autl^or particularly mentions ere^ 
fei^nts as facred to Bacchus : and this attitude adtually 
appears to have been originally that of the ferpent^ from 
the fcriptural curfe, ufon thy belfyjhak though. 

P. 98. A belief indeed in the existence of certain evil d»- 
moni, inimicalto man^ and hoftile to God> appears from 

« Hygini Fab. 142, 
•* Fulgen. Mythol. lib. ii. c. 9. 

e Apol. ii. p.'55. Sec alfo iElian. dc Anim. lib. x. ^. 31. and li^. 
xvii. c. 5. 
' Damafcius wi^t a^y^w citJn not. ad Pbom. Thcor. fcft. xxv, - 
% Icon. lib. i. c. 18. 
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Porphyry to have been familiar to the Gentile worl4. ^9 
cvfAfAi^^at fAt9 av ra rm aycSup, (fell, ^ai/xoywr) uq x«» r» avfAulet 

7ix^ tsfAorrt^ Tov tirtfiyuov ro«ro»^ ot/^sv o, r» ruv xatiu* ovk innyjn^ 
^vffi ^fav, Biatoy ygtf ohuq itan vimy^* i^rrtq r^ost frtp«/>(evav te 

tvtFft^ai'-^IlMffeb ya^ UM>>et^iai, xai irPurraiir ikinq x<x( j^o|)]?^ lt« 
TovTft^y^ x»» fca^»r»"^ aval)}. To 7«^ 4^ft;^( Ti^oK ou«foy' 0tj* 
Xov]cei.7«p U9»\ $E0» xa> ^ «rpoirA'<''« cwrm hjtafAh^y ^oxciv Sso; etyoci 
^ ^iy»ro«^. The power of thefe evil fpirits he afterwards 
declares to be reftrained by the arm of the Almighty — ovi 
xalet^ravti h Bsoq, o ixjuv ^ssn %st^c»'* Plutarcb alfo mentions 
fome impure fpirits^ who, according to Empedbcles, had 
been baniihed by the Gods from heaven. UXet^ovrau, xaSpt^rf^ 
M ^injiXdldi xMt ovfxtowilstq Exfi»o» rou ^fjLwe^xTaovs ^atfAQn^f 

AtSf^ioy fA6» yetf tT<pt futos firorrpv^i haiKU* ^ 

Iloylo; Its ;^Soyo; ot;^^; unir\vai'' yeti» ^ n cLvyet^ 

'HiXm aKOCfA.avlo^, oK »i^sfOi tfJtSat?^ ^vatq^* 
Themiftius fpeaks, on the authority of what he calls an 
ancient Philofophy, not only of evil demons, but alfo of 
good fpirits, who formerly were accuftomed to converfe with 
men in a human form. . AM <o»xe xa> lerftAaio^ ^oyo^ a^oSftr 
$ip»i >detf, x»f mt etfy/xiCL^ (piXoo'^fiug, uq etpu xai» X^opHi ri9Cts 
af^i^lAiwvf, iffols fMP etKftfcSoi nou ^uoci fvfccfjLsn iff ayec^bf r»f av- 
S^ofwv ijjiSetlivovfft T)jv yrif, f« toi' ov^avqu xecliovaui, (ot/x nit^et so-" 

T«i$ ^^tlffoi^ x«» |9toy T^^ff-ftt hr\a m^ (fva-taq, syixey m^ w^oq 
rifAUS xoivwHUt;) wois ^' s/tAVX)}x7ot, x«» aMoxoIot, xai Hfiutvrov r^*o» 
X4(t i^mvuif BfefjLfjf.»lec xai 7Evyt}fcaI« f9r» Ay/^)}, x»i yo^lcia, xcti 

h Eufcb. Prap. Evang. lib. iv. c. 2z. 

i Ibid. c. 23. See alfo Jamblichus'de Myflcr. fc6l. iii. c. 31. and 
fc£l. iv. c. 13. 

. k piut. dc vit. acre alicno, p. 830. 
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^wf MrmMi^iMr Tiff yvp Ttrai>yMiM> hmmmm m wu^imiai '. The 
ChsMtaa onrales exhort the priefts to gaaid agamft the in* 
terraptkm of the facrifices by' evil deincas. ** Monent Ckal<^ 
*' daica oracula* ut theurgi diligenter fe mnniaiit iacna ritf* 
^ bus contra ho» impuroa dflBmonas ; nee tatoa nos efi^pofle> 
*' i«v fm ran «ir» T«r Ti^tr«» i^^^fiM h^otfoo'^, ut ast Fro- 
** elua""." A iimilar notion appeare to pre^rail amoog' the 
Hmdooa. ** O king, while wo are begimving our eveaiiig 
^ iacnfioo^ the ignrea of blood*thirf^ demons^ embrowned 
** hf ckmda collated at the departure of daf, gHda ewer the 
^ hcteA hearth, and fpread oonftemation around °.** 

P. lie. Though I have introduced thi< pDophec^ «f Zd« 
Mifter upon th« authority of Dr. Hjde, I will bj no meao9 
ittktt upon me to pronounce it authentic. I zvtt perfectly 
aiwarcrthat it is UabUto the objedkien To judiciott% brought 
by Opfopeot agaiit^ the Sib^ine oracles, none of which i 
have ventured to cite in the courle of the prefimt difqui- 
iition. *'ECaiM»,\nddhdttpmd{xit^Scc»wg0fan^fuirum: 
** at Sibylla nominatimy Eceg wgo Maria faria fuerum Je* 
^fuM m Bgihidm. Ckuafl vtro prophetas minus i^ftinau 
" divino agitaiti futura praedixeriiit quam Sibyllo : aut quad 
^ nemeil Je^ ante angelt in Evangelio annunciationera, et 
^ Sibjllia puUicatum iuerit. Chrifti baptifmuni in Jordace 
•^ nulhaa prophcta^m pmdixit : at Sibylla et bapti^uA 
^ iUufn, et Spiritus San£ti appa? itionem in ec^mbss ipeeie, 
^ nndlo ante, fi eredeiu £u eft, pnsfignifioavit. Si ita aft, 
^ cur non plus SibyUia quam prophetta tribuiuius ^** it 
mwy not however be improper to add, that Oiiu^rius> aA«r 
eiting fesoe remarkable aeroftic verfea of the Erythfean^ &» 



> Themift. Orat. vii. p. 90. See alfo LaSan. de Orig. Error, lib. H. 
Ife€t 14, 15. 
» Noteto JumbKc. de Myft. feft. iii^ c. 34. ^ 
*"Sacontala, a€l. iti. 
• Prsf. ad Sibyl. Orac. 
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Iqrl, ^ Mt kVkn flC ^kil octtftdqite IHEOTE. XMET09. 
esoY. Y!02. soTHP. 1:tatpc»;i. maka the £>Ikwiiig .n^ 
Bmics. '^ Hmc atitem f«it osmiiaA que SflsTUa Aytinm 
^ ^ CbftOo ocdttit. MuUiirea) jfinennit, qsn 4tEviM|fmm 
*^ onaia de Bik^rlit EfytfaaBtltibiditii v«ni dbcrBdatft* Jbov 
^^ ^tanicii Ysorras pfo|>tfr ra riwtiyiKuflp savgvtncntiiiii cpit^ 
*' 6fto8 eft ftt%iGiti fiat ab^altquo wH^pnk Ohtifii«n9 
^ Ticoy poctticefqiie noR ignacou Oiiod Jiuila mtkaiie 'fieti 
«' poduiiey yd cc lioc joMxIint liquet, quod dtu ante ChriiU 
'^ mi^iMa «dkm iutfe^satnptmmtvr. Cmtlkt onini M* 1?ul<- 
^Ikmi Vevfiis iMs l^aflt, OMnftieiitartififue fbw tafehiifltt. 
^^ 4UMS SoMiM C«fiiri«fifi9 #» nilift pi<«il|0rtttf^ fiant 
'' opinlonem confinnat ; Sibyllas multa per vorfiuMi mkik 
-^ 4giMfic|ii«'co«f«evlib> «ft Aomd^ <k 4ti^niti«ne ilefetCi- 
'^cdra, qtd JeSibjriMs lb^fo«M,1k feiiiritt Mm 4^Uatim 
^ $MgdcapMm Jfutrmis^ 4%m fo^U <Si0UrAt : ^ €nim msfgit 
** Mfiis ^ £%mek9 fnam muifimHis imiut : turn tw^ m^jtat 

^^amniffikit, ui in ^uUftfikm JBmkmi, fKa Emtmfifiitf id 

'^ eerie magis efi attenii ammi quam farMm : atqm m SihyU ' 

^•' iim m pfhm vafm 4iefiifymJimUfaia pmtk Uttens iUiusfai'- 

^4eiUia<:arm€nmmi$fr0temttiT, ^Hfirtft^ejtwmfuren^^ 

^ aSabeudt StgrnlMm, mm pfdoA. Ita Cicefo^.^ 

P. 1x7. rHic lEbfipolltioa, that tliU ^K^ifioe tias an tm* 
fMiiale tehwcMt to the hiftoiy of Cain and Abd, it {Iwnglj 
coafiitndl tsy tlie fotta«ring yerj iatetie(HRg Hindoo tradi* 
tion> which appean at the feme time to allude to ^e peca* 
kar laaaiier in which B«« was created. ** Aooording to the 
^* PurmaSf SanrfamhtiaTay or Adima, li¥ed in the nordi* 
*^ mA paitt of India, ^mit Caflintrr. There Brahma 2£i> 
*' fimcd a nuMTtal &apc 5 and one half of hts body %n«if* 
r# ing out^ without his «xperiencmg aaydimiimtion 'vrhat.- 
" ibever, he framed out of it Satarupa. She was lb beau- 
« tiful, that he feU in love with her. A$ he confidpred her 
♦< as hii daughter, being fprang from his body, he was 

» Onuph. lib. de Si^l. p^ ^, 

" afhamed. 
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^ aduimed. During ibis confli6l between ihame* and love, 
*' he remaiD^ motionlefs With hiseyes fixed on hcr-^Hav- 
'* ing recovered' his intellodtsi the other half of his body 
Z' fprang-'fnnn him, and Jbecaine Swayambhuva, or Adima 
'< »— Cacdameiwara is the ddftm^^e power united to a form 
*' of clay : Ifwara attempted to kill his brother Brahma, 
*' who,. being immortal, .was . only maimed: but liwara, 
'^ finding him afterwsUds in a mcirtal fhape ia the chaca6(er 
** of Dacfha, killed hinr, as he* was performing a facrifice. 
*' Cardamefwara is then obvioufly the Cain of Scripture '." 
Dacfha is further faid to have reviled his antagonift; ^^ wiih- 
'< ing he might remain always a; vagabond on the face of 
« the earth r 

P« 1 1 8. rThe following finguhr tridttton may poffibl^ 
have fonac reference to the tnurfh^dn df Eiioch. ** The Kal- 
^ mttck$> among other idols, weiihip in a peculiar manner 
'^ one, which -they call Xacstouni. They iay, that 4000 
*^ years ago^ he was only a. ibver^ign prince in- India ; but, 
** on account of his.unparaUeled fanAity, God 1:^ taken 
** hiiti up to heaven aUvc »•" • 

P. 1 19. It is faid, that the life of man began to be ihort^ 
ened in the days of JapetUiB. £ka£Uy agreeable to this opi- 
nion is the Scriptural narrative/ Immediately after the de* 
Inge,, and cbnfequently at thd p«cife era when Japhet flou- 
riihed, the longevity of the human race was firfl; curtailed; 
' and (henceforward experienced, a giudual diminution, till the 

prefent age of man became the average ftandard. 

P. 137. In a fimilar inaancr, the prieilefs of the Argive 
Juno was accuiiomed to abiiain from eating the mullet. 
£v h AmvIh rove tipii; tov tloff-uhtn^ 6vitf i»«Xov to maoa vat 

"Hpaj fir April T»» icpiiav etViXOfAitV np$ Tiftji to» ^uhK 

<l Wilford on Mount Caucafus, Afiat. Rcf. vol. Vi. ' 

' Ibid. . 

* Von Strahlenberg's Siberia, p. 40^ 

f Plut, de Soler. Anim. p. 983. 

P. 137- 
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?. 137. Artemidorus makes Aftarte, the Scriptural Afii- 
taiotb> to be the fame as* Derceto or Atargatis. ix^ag 
<Bat1i(- tcBhw^t wh/nt Tvfuf Tiirw, TW» "rtji ArApTn* ^i^outwn^. 
And Glycas fuppofes that ihc is the fame deity as Venus*. 

P. 152. ** With Meffrs. Wallerius, De Luc, and White^ 
"hurft, it appears to me, that the axis and poles of the 
^ earth muft have been, before the deluge, perpendicular t6 
**. the equator. It is not only the moft natural, but; in 
^ cafe^the centre of gravity was placed- in the centre of the 
** earth; ieems alio the neccflary pofition. Aftronomcfs have 
f^ not been able to difcern the fmalled inclination in the 
** axip-of any other planet; if there is vny, it is at lead fo ' 
** fmzll, as to have Isfcaped their obfervations. The great 
** inclination of oiurs isinconteftably the Iburce of inceflfant 
♦* confli^b in the atmofphere, and of many confequent dif^' 
**-ordet8 on. the fiirfacc of the earth. When the centre of ' 
*^ gravity was in the centre of this globe, and its axis per- 
". pfiddkular, the attradtion of the fun, being equal on all 
** it&»parts, would keep its courfe ileady, and without devi- 
'1 atien^ in the track of the equator. It would perform Hat 
*^ fame journey of one degree exadlly in the fame given 
^ time of 24 preciie hours,, and its whole revolution in 369 
". days. The moon in like manner, equally attra6led by the 
^ earth, would perform its rotation round it in jO'dayj 
*' without fra6tion. Hence the moft ancient computation 
" of years of 360 days, and of months of 30 days, though 
*^ totally inapplicable to the prefcnt months, or to years ei-* 
*' thcr folar or lunifolar. It is no fmall prefumption of, the 
*' once exiftencc of fuch a year, preferved by ignorance o£ 
** the reality and reverence for antiquity, till fuch times as ^ 
^' the error was perceived to be too grofs, and was by de- 
5* grees more or lefs accurately rcAified by fucceeding gene- 
'' rations. The few, who furvived the change, and' their 
^ immediate progeny, confounded to find their ancient di- 
*^ vifion and duration of the year ioad^quate, tried, as we 

• Onirocrit. lib. i, c, 9. 
« Annal. p. 184. 

^'fiad 
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'^ find in biflpiy^ a vvriety of expcdimits to coiiciHtte t%eir 
*' traditloittl campuUtion with realiif .; aid tbc firilibmi* 
" vbat fucceftfttl attempt was the addition of €ve intcroi^ 
"iarjr day* at thf ««pi«U:«m <rf the old. year. FradfioA 
« was eertaiuly become e^itrecxely difficult', and haa not been 
*f ^fcertaiiiied above two cttituries. When the centrcof gra* 
** vity wa#.cbaiJgedj tbe motion of thaeiarth, and of ite at- 
*^ tendant plai^t> became, tremulous and irr£§dar^ and n^ 
'' longer kept ^ta4Uy pac« with time. The nutation ci its 
** axis haaa;^ ^t {eafl: imore confideraHei and its mtalion 
*^ njund it iom^hat vatiablej the poles were diitreqped^ 
'* a|i4, in oonfrqia^go^ the Xi^3^\ of it& otbit heoame cqi»Uy 
*' oWiqueto.lihfi.eqjialiot* So long; a^ tha pole*- oCthe. earth 
^ were perpdndipular to th^ equator, 4nd.thiit its oouife -ra- 
'f fied not )ffpoi,that Ub<» th« days and :ni|;htawariB equal 
•* throughout they/fear J perpetual ipring reigned cU over 
** the globe; and its,temp«tature was erety whew moderate. 

* After the d^^, God finds it necefikry to forewara Noah^ 
** that he niuil:. export fuccdiive changes of feafons, and vi- 
^ diitiadcs of haat and cold, iitch as he hod nev):r yet cxpe* 
^riencedy/' 

Mr* Hovrahieo»ceiVi9s, that this change took plaoe, in 
conftquenee of the unequal £nhing of the antediluvian con- 
linetite. ^ In the whole northern hemifpfaere, by much the 
^grmieft poitioo of the circumference is land 5 in the 
^ fiNttkem, a ftlU greater proportion is fea. In this the 
'^ namwiifg coafinettts, and even ail their coQ(iderable ad« 
^ |oti»Bg iflands, with the exosption of a flip of South Ame- 

* rica, which raaebes to lat. 56>'fini^ about iat. 38 fouth^ 
** to wbicii are extended the fouthem points of Africa and 
** New Holland. AU fgrmer lands have iunk to gite ^ace 
*< is a Tery &allow^ fia. From this more perfe^ conix^li- 
^ dation of the earth to^rds this fouthem pole, the centte 
<i of gravity of the globe became chaoged, and removed a 
^ good deal Bea»r ^ ^> From that moment the axis of 

r Howard's Script. Hift, p. 5*4, 

*' the 
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" the globe, formerly exactly perpendicular to the equatoi", 
" became diverged j from thence the rotation of the earth 
" round the fun became .tremulous, and itd courfe was al- 
^' tcred from the exaft track of the equator, and became in 
*' like proportion oblique within the precinet of the zo« 
*'diac*." 

The inquifitive reader will find much very raluable in- 
formation in this work of Mr. Howard. 

P. 1 55. Mr. Bryant maintains, that Ofiris was inclofed 
in his ark, not only on tbe fe^mteentb day of the month, but 
even on tbefeventeenth day of tbefeeond month. '* I cannot 
** conclude," fays he, *^ without introducing again that mc- 
'^ morable paiTage in Plutarch concerning Oiiris going into 
/' his ark. He fays, that it was to avoid the fury of Ty- 
*' phon 5 arid that it happened on the fevcnteenth day of 
** the month Athyr, when the fun was in Scorpio. Now 
** it is to be obferved, that there were two feftivals, at op- 
*' pofite parts of the year, eftablifhed by the Egyptians on 
" account of Ofiris being thus inclofed : one in the month 
" Phamenoth, which they termed f/A^a<nv Oo-i^%hi<i it; mv Ze-* 
*' Xr^v9i9f tbe entrance qf Ofiris into tbe moon : the other, of 
" which I am here (peaking, was on the fame account, but 
** in autumn. This was the ceremony, ^ ^vyayLivn xa$ct^|(? 
" si; Tojf cofM dfl-»^»)b;, tbe inclofing arid faftening of Ofiris in 
" bis tomb or ark, in memory of his having been in his life- 
^* time thus concealed c which ark they termed i^tMwi, and. 
*' other nations Minoa, the moon. Plutarch defcribes the 
" Icafon very precifely, when Ofiris was fuppofed to have 
'^ been thus confined. It was in the month Athyr, upon 
'' the ieventeenth day of that month > when the £tefian 
** winds w6rc paifed j when the overflowing of the Nile had 
'* ceaied, and the country became dry : at the time of year 
^' when the nights grow long, and the days are upon the 
'* decline, darknefs now increafing. It was in Ihort ufon 
*' tbe feventeentb day of the fecond month after the autum- 



ns Howard's Script. Hift. p. 536^. 
VOL. II. A a " nal 



Digitized by 



Google 



354 MO^M MOSAIC A. ^ 

'^ nal equine^, when, the din Jpaflca ^l^raugfa Sooipo : thls^ 
'^ if I viiftak/e iiot« was the prectie moDtfi, and day of 'the 
'f taooth, «p Itrhich Noah entered this ^Ek,;and the :£oods 
'^ came. /71 $hej$x bundreAb.year ^Ncsdi's Bfi, iH xhs.se- 

5' CQHP MO^XH> THE B^VBKtSENTH i>AY OP T8B»MOKTB» 

*' ibe/ame daymen all the founlmm of the gredt de/tf broken 
*' up-^In tbe/e^-Jam day entered Nc^ — mto the ark »*"• 

P. 162. Even the inhabitants of Otaheite appear to have 
preferved ibme obfcure remembrance of the deluge, the pa- 
triarch Npah^ and hia three fons. 

'*'They have a tradition, that once in their anger the 
** great gods broke the whole world into pieces > and that 
'^ all the.iilands around them afe but Httle parts of what 
*' was once the great land, of Which their own ifland is the 
'^ eminent part^." 

They fpeak likewife of a man bom of the fond rf the fea, 
who married his daughter. <^ The daughter bore. him three 
*^ fonsy and three daughters, — The father and mother Hying, 
''the brothers faid. Let us take our fillers to wife, and be- 
** .come many. So men b^;an to multiply upon the earth ^." 

P. 171. Since an tg% was the conftant fymbol of the 
World among the ancients, this fuppofition may perhaps 
derive fome iupport from the following paflage in Hyginus. 
" In Euphratem de cqbIo ovum mira magnitudine cecidifle 
'' dicitur, quod pifces ad ripam evolverunt : l&tper quod co- 
*< lumbae confederutit, et exdalfa^m exclufi& Veneitm, 
*' quae poftea dea Syria dl appellata^.*' 

The fame Author alfo fpeaks of the attack made by Ty- 

j>hon or the Ocean upon Venus. ** Diogenetes Eiythraeus 

" ait, quodam tempore Venerem cum Cupidine filio in Sy- 

'' rian^ ad flumen Euphratem venilie, et eodem loco repente 

, " Typhona giganta apparuifie. Venerem autem cum filio 

* Anal. vol. ii. p. 53$. 

^ Million. Voyage to the South. Pacif. Ocean, p. 344. 

« Ibid. 

i 

J Hygini fab, 197. 
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**' fft ftumen fc projecJffe, et ibi 'figuram pifcium forma mfl* 
"tafle : quo >fa6to periculb tfft Kberatos*,** 

Macrobins aOigns to Venus fhc cphliet of the Arhte, 
and tfxprefsly aflfertt, that ihe is the upper hcmifphcre of 
the ctrth-^^' Aifyriomm, apUd quos Veneris Architidi^— 
■•' maiima olim veneratio viguit, qu^rti nunc Phoenices te^ 
*' nent: nam phylici tcnw fuperius tifemiiphaerium, cujus 
** partem incolimus^ Veneris appellatione coluerunt^/' I will 
-not however dif&mble^ that Scaliger fuppofes, that l)erdti£s 
ought to be fubilituted for 4rcUfidis^, 

P. 173. " Janus vero in deorum ntunerum aoceptus eft : 
'' cut omrns rei initium et jintm tnhuebant. Hie autem taliter 
*' iigurabatur— /« ^nj^j habehat bacuJum, quo faxurn percu-' 
*' tere, etf ix UIo aguam froducere mdebaturl- Albrici Philof. 
-de Deor. Imag. c. xiv. Macrobius mentions^ that one of the 
titles of this deity was Jundnius nil* tie dove ^, 

Plutarch fpeaks of an ancient medal of J^nus^ which had 
the head or the ftem of a ihip on the reverfe, but he was 
unable to aifign any vciy fatisfa6tory reafon for it. Ata t» 

■ Varro mentions^ that the temple of Janus was built clofe 
to certain wiirm fprings, " Lautolae a lavando^ quod ibi ad 
'* Janum gcminum aquae calidae fuerunt^.^ 

P. 176. Ill alkdion perhaps to thefe waters of hatred, the 
Egyptians made a fifh the iymbol of that paflion. To fAKrnv 
'%X^ Tfof tfcrii^ Plutarch mentions a lingular notion of the 
ancient Hellenes and Syrians ; that there was a kind of affi^ 
tiity between men and iiihc^s. This idea was carried to a 
yet greater length by Ana!^imander> who maintained, that 



« Hygini Poet. Aftron. lib. ii. 30. 
' Satur. lib. i. c. ai. 
« Conjeft. in Varr. p. 25. 
^ Saturn, lib. i. c. 9. 
i Quseft Rom. p. 274. 

* Varr. de Ling. Lat. lib. iv. 

* Plut.de Xfid. ct Ofir. p. 363. 
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men were once in the fame ptedicament that fiihes are ; 
but, acquiring afterwards a fufHcient degree of power to ex- 
tricate themfelves, they reached diy land. 0» h, of' *£X- 

. ro9 ai&^vo9 ova-ios ^v¥cu ^o{«v)if , is »tM Zv^oi. Aw k0w ctSwiai 

. ror tx^Vfi «^ QfMyi»7i aeu ^tlfofot, tvutxtnpof Aya{if««vJ^o0 ft^^ 
aoftvlts, Ov yap u roK atn^\^ mn9f i^^vf xa% mA^tnru^f aAX 
tf t;^$V0'(v vyyina^ai to vpATo* ei9^f«nrH4 avo^aifcTM, K«ti Tp«- 
fttrdf ifff^tf ol waXeuMy xfti 7fvo/Aiyot;( ijukvop? c»t;roK ffwn^etv, 
ix(o>a&tifM tfinKOiVTa., xa* yijf ^ftCiff-doei. KoBSafrc^ «» ro «Dt;p Ti;y 
^Xqy fl ^( aimf $)}, |biiils^» ii«» ivaripA ot;a'aV| Do-i&tiy, ^ o toi Knvxo^ 

. yafAOt Hi rccs ^licrwhv m»^ifJoa>M9 u^u' ovta^; o AMe^i/Afty^of 
Ta/y a»S^a;?rA/y weSipcc xai fiiHtfct xoirav afro^foq Toy (X*^' ^iCoAt 
«^f Tijy /Sfwo-fy ". Upon (imilar principlcfi^ the greateft part 
of the heathen gods, being only deified mortals, are faid al« • 
mod univerfally to be defcended from the Ocean. To this 
caufe Ariftotle, in a very remarkable manner, afcribes the 

.oath by the waters of Styx. Eio-i- h riyi(, oi xa* fra/AirAAaMf, 
xai mohv fr^o rvis 9V9 ytnaiui, km wfuTHs hw^^nyiittm^a^f ovt« oi- 
o>rat mit^% rtii fvfftuq SteiMSn9, ClKta909 rt yt^ xai Tsjdvy airoi- 
vi<rav T>}( ymaiu^ vurtfctfp kat TOy opxoy T»y Swt vhff, nnv xaAoo- 

-fjitpviv i/ir »VTti9 Zri/^flt ru9 UQinTuv, T>/»»a;1aT«y fAf y y»f to «pc^ 

Qv7a\or o^Kti h KM TO Ti/Akk;r«Ioy cr(v **• Thus alio Homer : 

Axcayoy rt ^tu9 yi9ieri9f xat finrtf* Ti)^y ^. 
"With the fame reference to the mythological origin of the 
greater Gods of the Gentiles, Saturn, Jupiter, Pluto, and 
Neptune ; or in other words, Noah, Ham, Shcm, and Ja« 
phctj the Egyptians, according to Porphyry, repiefented 
their deities in a ihip floating upon the waters. Tovf h Ai* 
yvifliovi rove jl»t/AOfff( ivaviotq ovx I r»y«< fir» rtftoVf oMa matlaf 
iwi urXoiovP. Macrobius flyles Satum '* deorum prindpemV* 
It is worthy of obfervation, that Ptolemy Hcpheflion 

\ 
» Plut. Symp. lib. viiL p. 730. 
« ated by Cudworth, Intell. Syft. p. uo. 
• Ibid. 

' Ibid. p. 249. 
a Saturn, lib. i. c. 7. 
, clofcly 
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clofely conhc^b the waters of Styx with Arcadia, which, 
according to Mr. Biyant, is merely the land ofArgOy or 'the 
Ark, Ilfi^* TOO ty A^ahet "Zrvyoq v^to^ wra ^otatr'. The fame 
Author alfo fpeaks of a perfbn whom he calls Arke, and- 
whom he makes to be the daughter of Thaumas and filler 
of Iris. *H h A^xij SetviAMPToi «9» ^vyarfi^, hi ^ tthjiifhi Jpc '• 
The explanation of this allegory is perfe6^1y obvious. • The 
ark is very naturally faid to be the daughter of Thaiim, the 
ahyfs, and the (ifler of the rainbow. Ptolemy further joins 
this Arke with the Titans, who were probably no other 
than the antediluvian Nephelim 5 fee p. 209. though, with 
an inconiiflency by na means uncommon among the ancient 
mythologifls, he fuppofes, that (he joined that lawlefs race 
in their war againft the Gods^ 

Argo indeed, or the ark, if we may venture to efleem 
them fynonymous, is- not always reprefented as the ihip of 
Jafon. Danaus, that is mj XI, is faid to have faikd in it, 
and it was built by Divine Wiidom. " Porro icribit vetus 
*^ Arati phaenomenon interpres, -Danaum ab ^gypto fe 
'f frati^ proripientem auxilio Minervam invocafle, a qua pri- > 
*' mun^ fit compa6la navis, quae Argo eft appcfllata^." With 
a fimilar aU^fion, the- daughters of Danaus are faid to havo 
firft brought water to Argos. 

A^yot upvipov iof AotMCdM ^tcair Affyof ttv^^ot^. 

Thus alfo the Scholiaft upon Apollonius: Tavr^f (fcih 
A^v) h H^uan mfptniip mvp yivtaBai fAUx^at. AXX«» h At^tf^i, 
A»9ao9 ^xofJLtn^ 'iam. Aiyvvlnj^ tsrpolloy MeSaffxivetffah, 9^ ««» 
Aatetif. fxX)}$9} y. The dove being conftantly a^ciated with 
Venus, the expref&ve fymbol of the renovated world, and 
the (hip Argo Wing the fame as the Baris of Ofiris, or in 
other words the ark of Noah ; we ihall find no difficulty in 

' Nov. Hift.lib. ill. See alfo Stobaei Eclog, Phyf. lib. i. p. 130. 

• Nov. Hi#. lib. vi. 

« Ibid. 

V Coelius Rhodig. Left. Ant. lib. xxix. c. 15. 

X Ibid. lib. X. c. 17. 

y SchQh in ApoU. Arg. lib. i. ver. 4.. 
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aocom^ing for tbe tradition^ th»t, j9iiio.(n3l^ Jiuieiu the dov^y 
, was peculiarly favourable to J^fpii and the Axgonauts* 
Hence Orpheus reprefento that hero as addreffing hift tutc^ 
laiy goddefs in a feafon of extreme danger : 

Ti)»& >«^ in fiUMA^ «(«pifn» Kujkintf'xf r. 
-H ^ wof f v%M^ji0-iv i^f^vtb imhfurfi vif 

Kifci o» fnyivnyr «f«T8P i-iieliiMBfrfr ni»> 

In another part of. his Argonaatics^ the, po6l< deferibes 
the &m^ deity a^. fending a profperoiis wind for the ihip 
Argo. 

K«f TfTf in Xtypv tffor f«r««rfoff)fxf ph^Scu 
'Hpii Znyof axoiTiCf t«rfiym ^' f( «Xo«* A^yv ^v 
According to Apo^lonius Ehodius» Jafon pxocttrod, the fa« 
vour of JunOi by his piety tow^sds her» when ibe was jmhov- 
ing ii^ difgijuie the religion of his contemponuies* He- in« 
troduc^s the go4defs as fpeaking in the following tpims : 
Kou i a}^s tn t^u w^(» f/uM fAsya fiKrtff l9^«n^ 
£| or' tm ^^x^*' ^^ 9Xatl^^9r«q MfMfffft 

Xfff«af/o» Mtteixf^* KvTiithfMm ^fwtro* 
TfWk i^ ffc' tiffofumw ciKifvfvnf xm fA aifcuif»i 

Ttf 9V Kt9 «XXs}XT0y «npr»fTft» ^« 
It is rath^ a iingul^ cirpiiiniftaQC^j thait alm^^evety 

« Orph. Argon. Fcr. $si* 

9 Orph. Argon, ver. 355. 

^ ApoU. Argon, lib. iii* Yer» (6». 
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vf<dxA, which compith;en<k the- radicar^r^f b^acs a ligitHU 
cation more or leis cotuied^ with the hifbiy of the deluge. 

The Ai^o, acGordtngi te th^ Scholia^ upon ApoUoniua^ 
was, the firft hf^ ihip i 'n», aire in the Heb. iignfifies /«f^/^» 
whence rPSHTID^M Area amaii will bb ;?zi<uu hnga: The ark 
waut aktBd i4[ftrong boldri^ihR Noetical family, and proved' 
ami^y fuffiatnJt to fi^/ the Tiolence' of tfab w^Tes : h^encei' 
arx, 4Z citadel ', Ipnof, a hufiwark \ tfyv;t(f repel} ai|[tne> Ital. a 
hank to refijt mundaiions \ avteo, to drive oHvay, tefawei ta fnyt 
te&\ oBfxsd^, io repeU to aJSfi, tobefi^ient; argafaisau^ French^ 
the rtTt^'of. an anchor. In the ark a number of persons was 
gathered together from the midft of the watersy wHle thr 
left (^ their fellow creatAres veeie {^nged beneath the waves 2 
m^v9» ar^net^ apfeV> affeciei of fijh. The ark was the hegm* 
7zif|§^ of- the renovated world ^. apxn* a heginmng^ and its 
Latin derivative archai^ous; andejtf. llie form^ in which* a 
Ihip is conitru£ted> is that of a curve : arcus, a bow, an 
arcb-^ ar^on, French, and arcione, Italian, a/addte. In' the 
ark, N<^ and his family were hidden, and co^finsd, till the 
waters of the deluge had abated; hence the £g]rp4iaii fef- 
tivakrefpe^^ng the. finding'^ of Ofiris, and the etjrmon of 
the' name ^aXxLtmfif'Satur^Nuhf ib$ hidden Noah i arcanum^ 
ihfare^f afic3nus> hidden 3 ar&o, to crowd together ; arftatio^ 
tt^ififoigiaemi^t or crowding.} it^yw^ ifyt/; to eof^fino} IpxiTtic* 
a ilfeper } iptttq, a flaeecf confinement ; hence alio, and poflibly 
with an aHufion to the oath ci God when the watei^s gS the 
ddfuge had abated,- ofcor^ an oath. As the ark was built dur^ 
ing a period, in- which the ^r^er of God was itgnally dif- 
pkyed 5 and 'as one of the m&ny d^itite knonfo by the com- 
mon name of Bacchus feemt evidently to be the Scriptural 
NcKbh ^5 we may perhaps from this circumftaiice derive o^u, 
anger ; and op^Mc, tU mjt^erious ritei of , Bacchus. 

P. 179. In the mythology of the ancients Rhea is faid to 
be the wife of Saturn, who appears to be no other than the 
patriarch Noah. It is a remarkable clrcuniilance> th^(^ 



€ Bryant's Anal. vol. ii. p. 8«r. 
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according to Damafeius, the number ^ghe was confecrated in 
a peculiar manner to this goddeis. The reafon of it indeed 
was unknown to him^ and hence be is reduced to account 
for it in the following abfurd manner : Tji *Pf» i Oy^^a^ 

irv9yi traywf u»t nx^utufq ^. If this were the true cauie^ the 
number:^ furely, and not the number £igbi, would be fa- 
cred to the goddefs ; for it is almoft fuperfluous to obferre, 
that a cube ims^», not eight fides. 

P. i8x. Mr, Bryant conceives the more ancient Bacchus 
to be another deification of Noah. He. is faid»to have been 
twice born 3 to have been expofed in an ark^ and miracu- 
loufly preferved $ and to hav^ been the fame peribn as the 
Egyptian Oiiris^* Hence^ like the fabuloiis centaur^ he is 
connected with the well known emblem of the ox. S(Ir. 
Bxyant has cited the verfe of Orpbeus^^ 

£A$< fjMKetf Atofvo't, V¥^tav9^t, TATFOMETHIIE; 
To it may be added the following paiTage. Aiolt rev ^iowmp oi 

tpfog »u7cts } E%ft f curi>s A vfAjfCf, Exdiiy ipa Aitvtfat * AAION 1$ 
y«oir cLytWf.avf x^*^^^' ■? fetwru BOE^ «re% ^vtiT urct, hq 
ivcthio'ivi A^ii TAYPE — After giving various aiiiwers to this 
queftion^ Plutarch concludes with inquiring^ whether the 
title of Titv^ot might not be given to Bacchus^ in x«» m^ot^ 
xa» wo^v «roXXo» Tov Scoir «px*)>^' ytyowM tofM^nm ^', In this 
extra£k three particulars are ol^ervable j that a bull was the 
emblem of Bacchus, that his temple was conne^hsd vath the 
fea> and that he was the iiippofed inventor of lagricultute. 
He is alfo rcprefcnted by Philof^ratus as failing in a ihip 
decked wjth vine-leaves and ivy«. 

A confiderable degree of confusion however is fuperin- 
duced over this part of ancient mythology, by the appU- 

, * Cit. in not. ad Pborn. Thcor. fc6^. yj. 

^ Anal. vol. il. p. 80. 

^ Plut. Qusft. Graec p. ipp., 

* Icon. lib. i. c. 19. 

cation 
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cation of the Umt name Bacchus to feveral totally different 
p^rfons^. The Grecian Dionyiia I have ventured to inter- 
pret as allulive to the fall ; and the hidory of the Indian 
Bacchus, I am firmly perfuadedj has not the leaft conneAioa 
with the patriarch Noah. Bochart fuppofes Bacchuis to be 
Bar-Chus, the /on of Cujb ''j in the Hinfloo mythology this 
deity is ityled Rama '3 and i^ we turn to the facred page, 
we Ihail find one of the ions of Cuih defignated by that very 
appellation. *^ And the fons of Cufh ; Seba, and Havilah^ 
** and Sabtah, and Raamah""." The coincidence of the 
whole id io remarkable, that it alniofl precludes the poffi* 
bility of doubt, refpe6ling the identity of the Indian Rama, 
and the Scnptural Ra^mah. Bochart indeed fbppofes his 
Bar-Chus to be Nimrod 5 but he probably would have been 
induced to alter his opinion, had the mine of Hindoo lite^ 
rature been fufficiently explored at the period in which he 
fiourifhed. 

P. 182. The original p^iTage in Eratoilhenes is as fol^* 

lows. Apytf . Atmi hot 7199 A^MW ey rotf arfoit ii^;^dn* trftarn 

■ 7«p mrm vavq xolcp-xivao'Sii, xat a^^^u itixlonj^^i}* ^flNHESSA* 

iit ytpofumt wftSlifi TO <fft\Biyoq j^tiXfir aStClot of, if i| t«k tirtytn*' 

Calliflratus aifo ipeaks of the Argo being oracular. Eire 
fiB9 TA Afyuwt cxafoq tfiftifof ycin^dai t7ii0v/A«&a^, x. r. X. and' 
Valerius Flaccus ftylcs it fatidicaratisf. This notion per-* 
haps arofe from the refponfes, if I may ufe the exprefiion, 
which the dove brought to Noah into the ark. Apollo- 
dorus defcribes the Arg6> as addrefCng the mariners, and 

*> Arrian. de Exp. Alex. lib. H. fcft. 16. 

» Vide fupra, p. 95. 

k Geog. Sac. lib. i. c< 2. . 

' Maur. Hift* of Hindoft^^ Vcj. \u p. 131, 13 z. 

m Gen. X. 7. 

» Cataft. c. XXXV. 

• Callift. Status, c. x, 

P Val. Flac. lib. i. ' 

corn- 
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comnaiidin^theM to fid to Italy ^: and Sextus Ejnpmttts- 
tqprefents keras the firil V€fl!sl> thai ever madfe a vo^ge. 

ftaut mmfMOoi^miuu Adv. Phyfic. lib^* ix& p. 556. See aifo 
Olph; Argon* vtTi 11^7. 

The name of Argo ia (till proiervecl hf the Hindoos, and 
cbiely. connefted with their- Wftorycf the deluge. '* The 
**ffBsaxmt€i.Cbmfak'gbar\» ahvap covered with fnow; ior 
*^ the midfi of winch are feep fcTerai ^eaksof a reddifh 
'^ hae^fnppoied hy pilgrims to be^the mark, or inipreffion' 
'^ nudoiby.the feet of the dove»' which' Noah let out of the- 
'^ arlu For it is the general and xinifonn tradition of ^ that 
*' eonntrfi that Noah built the .avk^ on the fumihlt oft this 
'' naonataiii^ and there embark^: that,. when the flood 
*' aifueged, the fummit of dt fiefl appeared above ihe wnterSi. 
^ and was the* refting place ofithe'dove^ whi^h left the im« 
*' preflion of her feet in the mud, which with time wa& 

'<Mi^idencid:into a rock; The ark :itlelf rrefted alxmt half 
'' way up the mountain, on a pmje&Ing plain of a Y9rf: 
*^ fmaU extents— With xefpeA to the foot^eps of the dove,, 
*^ they ^are known, only by tradition for .the. inhahita]^ of 
*' that country afiert, that they. have never heard of any, 
** body, goings up (b high on account ofi the mggedneis ' of 

/rtbe.moun^aiityaAd of the fnow«*— The Pauramgs inii^ 
*' Ihat^ aft; it ia declared in their faond 'books, that Sa^- 
*' vrtta made faft the ark to the 'fannmai peak, called from^ 
- ''that circamfianee iVMi^-(^a»^, with a cabb of a'prodt- 
'' giottsiength, het muil havebiBilt it in th^ a^cSent^ coon* 
*' try. — ^This place is reforted to by pilgrims from all parts 
*' of India, who fcramble up among the rocks to i cavern, 
" beyond which they never go. A few. doves, fr^tened 
* with the noife, fly from rock to rock r theie th* pilgrims 
^' fancy to be their guides to the- holy place, and believe, 
^ that they are the genuine offspring of the dove which 

4 ApolU de Dis, p. 65. 

'^Noah 
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^ Nbab let cmt oi the arku-^nSatyavmta. having fadlt the 
'^ ark^ and the flood incit«fiiig> it<^»«ia made fail tp the peak 
*' of Nau'handa, with a-caUc ofi prodigious .l«agth. Dtus 
<' ii^ the floods Brahma or the creating power vrat.aQee|it 
** at the hjQttom of{ the, abyfg : the generative powers of ta^ 
^ ture were reduced to their limpAeft eien^eots, the Linga 
** and. the Ytm, and afihmed.the fhapeof th^huUof afhip, 
** iince tjrpified by the Argba, whilft th^ Linga became- th» 
*' ma& Mahadevais fometirocB rept^nted Handing ere^ 
'< in the midde of the uirgba in the rpom of the maft. In 
*' thi,9. manner they, were wafted over the dtep> under thai 
*^ care and pcotedion of Viflmiu Whea the wafers had 
*' retiredi th^ female power of iwtujEe. appeared ammediatelf 
^^ in the charaOer «f the dove.';** ' Since in thie ttaditicoi tte. 
Yo^, etiiom rv9auKti09, however psepoderouily, is Co cloiidy' 
cpnne^ed with the dove, HTfi ff^nd^orYbneh*, and iince th& 
Greeks are to this day denomiaated^by the Hindoos Ymfass 
or worihippers of the Yam*-, there can remain little ddubi 
wdth refped to the propriety of Mr^ Btyant-s derivation of 
the word Lmian from Yotub, or loneb, a dove, rather- thanr 
itaoi Java»^<mt of the.f^HUHof Japhet^ as fiochart and others 
Ifave done. 

P, 187. Though I cannot believe, that-HsrcuIes has, ge^ 
neratly fpeaking^ any connedaoB with Sampfon ; yet there^ 
1$ a circumftaoce related of th»^7]pna» Hercuks, whi^h may 
pofiibly have an allufion to the death of the Ifraclttifli-cham*- 
pion. *' When Hercules came into ^[ypt, the natives^ havt 
*' ing adonoe^ him with garlands^ led him out infolemn 
'' proceflion to be facrifioad to Jupiten He made no refift*' 
<' ance, till they had brought him before the sdtar ; when, 
** fnddeidy ei^erting all lus fbsength, he flew the whok mul- 
" titude^*' Glycas fuppofes Sampfon and Hercuks to have 
been contemporaries^. 

' Wtlford on Mount Caueafus, in Afiat, Ref. vol. vi« 

* Ibid. 

* Herod, lib. ii. e. 45, 

* AnnM. p. x^ 

P. 19a* 
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P, 191. The efcapc of Saturn into lidfy and the hlftory 
of the (hip Argo certainly appear to have fome degree of 
conne6lion with each other. Avrm (fcih A^9fa»\m) rt powg 

AYi:0{9riANr^» h'-'mma^atJLit^ufjam TYPPHNIAN. x.r.X."^. 

P. 194, Some traces alfo of the name of Japh«t may be 
found in that of Neptune. Part of the bleffing pronounced 
ttpon this patriarch is HD*^ Cyn^K nSS God fiali enlarge 
w pirfuade Japbet: but the niphal participle of rtHD will be 
♦>n03 Neptui, the enlarged, xfr fer/tuided om^. Thus both Ja- 
phet and Neptune may eafily bef derived from the fame ra^ 
4ix nriD* merely by the addition of different fcrvile letters. 
Though the Hebrew langu^c admits of thefe changes more 
perhaps than znj other^ yet examples may eafily be brought 
frcrni modern diale6b of undouhteddtt'vrTLiioxi^ which prima 
facte would appear equally far-fetched. • Thus the Englifh 
John and the Dutch Hans are^precifely the fame appella- 
tives, and derived from -the very fame original yobanhesy 
the En^liih taking the $rft half of the word^ and the Dutch 
the lecond. ' 

. P,. J96*. Damafcius alfo afcribes the commencement of a 
new order of things>'or a kind of new creation, to Rhea and 
Saturn, 'h 'Ptcs rov K^omv »? oiXT^y ^HMO^^^fV mpoayih ta yt v- 
»tf««1« "^^ And Salluft hints at the connexion between Noah 
aiid the watery element^ by declaring Kpa»oy f^t v^arp, Saturn 
to he water*. Thus alfo Maciobius^ *' Sphaera* — Satumi 
<^ aqua ^\* and &tob»us> Atutfv fup trt K^.io; ^' 

The.Q5[:tthio idol Seater,. like the claffical Saturn, appears 
to allude to the hiftory of the patriarch Noah. Verftegan^ 
from Johannes Pomarius, gives the foUoi^ing defcription of 
the ftatVM? of this deity. *' Firft, oh a pillar was placed a 

3c Apoll. de Dis, p. 6$, 

y Bochart. Geog. Sacr. lib. i. c. i. 

* Cit. in not. ad Photn. Theor. fea. vi, ^. 

* Salluft. dc Diis ct Mundo, c. iv. 

* Macrob. in Somn. Scip.lib. i. c. 11. 

« Eclog. Phyf. lib . i. c. $. See alfo Coelius Rhodig. lib. i. c. 4. . 

'' ftarch, 
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'^ fearch, on the fharp prickled back whereof flood this idol. 
" He was lean of vifage, having long hair, and a long beard, 
*' and was bare-headed^ and bare-footed. In his left hand 
*' he held up a wheels and in his right lie carried a fail 
** of water, wherein yrctt flowers and fruits. His long coat 
*' was girded unto him with a towel of white linen ^1* 

P. 197. The notion of a triple diviiion of the world 
feems indeed to have been perfectly familiar to the ancient 
Pagans, 

The fame triple divifion of the world is mentioned'in k 
fragment of the oracles of Zoroafter, preferved by Proclu^. 
Eis TfM yU^ Wf itirt marfos rt/iCNaSat etTruila, 
Oy TO $<^iiir Huitvtvat, xa\ 9}i^ «rayT trsT/Airro ^. 
P. 200. It may perhaps be objected to this fydem, that, 
although the Greek hiHoriana univerfally maintain the mi- 
gration of the Hellenes from £^pt^ or Phenicia, and con- 
iequently point put their Hammonian origin 3 the infpired 
penman regrefents the ides of the Gentiles to have been 
peopled by another great branch of the Noetic family^-lhe 
defcendants of Japhet. How then are the two accounts to 
be reconciled ? Upon further inquiry we ihaU find, that 
thefe writers, ib far from oppoiing the declarations of Scrip- 
ture, remarkably corroborate them. Without defcending to 
any veiy minute particulars, they affert in general terms, 
that the Hellenes, uppn their arrival in Greece, found it al- 
ready peopled by an ignorant and barbarous race. Thus 
Hecateus, according to Strabo, relates, that before the inva-* 
iion of the Hellenes, the Peloponnefus, and indeed nearly 
■ the whole of Greece, was inhabited by barbarians s. In a 
fimilar manner Plato allows the fuperior antiquity of the 
barbarians^; and Paufanias declares, that the greateft part 

* Reftit. of Dec. Intcll. p. 64. 

^ Homer, apud Stobaeum de Rer. Nat. Tit. xxv. 

' Stanley's Child. Philof. p. 41. 

K Strabo, lib. vii. p. 3J11. cited in Anal. vol. i. p. i8:&. 

^ Plat. Crat. cited in Anal. vol. i. p. iS;i.t 

of 
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tif vfhAt is now <»lkd Otttct was once in the hands of the 
iyatbarians ». The narmtiTc of Herodotus is doubtlels ibmc- 
♦whalt confuffed, yet he uHb accafatcly diftingulihcs betwiecn 
thcfc two diifereiit racfes of men, the firft of whidh he ftyles 
Felafgic, and the fecorid HeHenic. The Pclafgi were the 
aborigines of the dbVLntry, and tbey had never 'been Inawn U 
tin^atg ; oil t\fb coittirarjr, the Hellenes were remarkable for 
, -tbehr ^v^andefidgs; To ^mp, thkenrytiar, ro h, *£XXnK)ttir fdMc* 

xai TO iM9, v^A/At} iwr ilix^pu^i* To ^i, wovXwwXawfTo* keifiet^. 
Nor were theft Pfela%i confined within the narrow limits of 
^Gfeece proper; Some of them are faid by the fame Hifio- 
rian to have iiihabifed 'thttfialy^ and to have bom &ated 
npon the banks of the Hellefpont. Though they were af- 
terwards either gradually loll atnong the Hellenes, or driven 
into more northern countries; yet originally, as it might 
nati^rally be expe^ed, thejr were by no means -friwidly to 
their invadeit}. Hence, one tribe of them b enumerated by 
llomer among the allies of the Trojans ^ 

The diiferenoe between the -Ptelafgi and the Hdlenes is 
likewife Wrongly marked by the diffimilitude ctf their re- 
fpe6tive languages 5 the former fpeaking originally a diale6l 
compounded of the Punic and the Ethic^ic"^, the latter the 
barbaric tongue of their ancedors. What that particular 
tongue was, Herodotus acknowledges himfelf at a lols to 
determine^. A comparifon of thefe various teflimonies df 
Pagan authors with the Mofaical narrative, will leave us 
but little room to doubt of the identity of the Pdafgic bar- 
barians, add thole children of Japhet, who are laid in Scrip- 
ture to hdve peopled the iflcs of the Gentiles. !the fatnfe 
circumftance moreover will at once fati^fa€lotily account for 
the knowledge, which the Hammonian Hellenes had of the 
iiame of Japiet, or with the €rreek termination, lapetos; 

* Paufan. lib. i. p. 100. cited in Anal. vol. i. p. 182. 

* Hergd. lib. i. c* ^6. fee alfo lib. i\, c. 51, 5^* 

* Horn. niad. lib. ii. ver. 840. 

ra Sec Liter. Antiq. of Greece, fcft. W# 
n See alfoDiod. Sic. lib. iii, 

and 
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^tiA point Out to usj *hwr the primitife Gbeek feeeiied a 
variety of exotic words from the Celtic language^. 

Jamblichus, upon the authority of certain Babylonian re- 
cords, aflerts that Hellen was the Ion of Jupiter, or in other 
!Words of Ham ; and afigns to :kim three fons, Doras, Xu« 

tlniSy and £d1u8* £» ik «r«K B«&9Wvnv# miuvut Ufoy;, *£^ADf» 
ytyopttat Atoi" nov h Avfoif, km Htfder> ie«i A(oAt»P. So ibt>ngly 
was the perfuafion of their -£9fieignextfa^ioA rivetted upon 
the minds of the Hellenic Greeks, 

A tribe of thefe wandering Dorians, acconiing to Am- 
mtanus Marcellinus, was feated upoA the coalls of Graul, 
wliere, like their brethren in Creece, they had encroached 
upon the primitive inhabitants of the country 4. 

P. stoi. The following Unking citation from Herodotus 
confirms the belief of the identity of Noah' and Menes } 
vrhile^ at the fame time, it pointedly alludes to the Hate of 
- 4he earth in the days cf that Patriarch, when the retiring 
waters of the deluge mud necedarily have left behind them 
a variety of extenfive iwamps and moraflles. '^ The Egyp- 
•^ tians afiert, that Menes reigned thb first op mbn ; and 
'^ that the whale of Egypt, exisept the jiome of Thebes, was, , 
^' in hb days,' one immbkse marsh ^.'* 

P. aai. Mr. Bryant has written largely and well upon 
^le Arkfteworihip, and the various corruptions of the name 
of Noab, one of which he fuppoies to be Inachus. I do 
not recoUe£t, that he cites the following vety curious pslf- 
iage. *' Inachus Oceam films ex Arcbia firorejua procreavit 
'< Phoroneum, qm frimus mortdltum diatur regnajfe. Homines 
*^ ante fecula multa fine oppidis legibufque vitam exegerunt 
*' una hngua hqupiUSj ^c.*'* Plutarch alio (peaks of the 



•, See liter. Antiq. of Greece, fc^. iv. 

P De Vit. Pythai;. c. xxxiv. 

q Ammian. Marcell. lib. zv. c. ix, 

' Heiod.iib. ii* c. 4. 

• Hyginifab. 143. 

connec* 
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€Qnn^£Uon l)etween Inachus and water. I»axo( wretjM^ in 
TW Afyuai ;Kft>p«5— n«*«iot; wcuq^* ' 

P. aoa. Perhaps the opinion of Minerva's being con- 

" ne<aed with the hiftory of the deluge may be ftrengtjiened 

by a paflage in the Argonautics of ApoUonius^ in which 

Thebes (n3D, Thebeh, the ark) is ikid to be facred to that 

goddefs. 

P. 206. The Chronicon Pafchale fuppofes, that the com- 
mon Homeric epithet Mijwiri^ allude^ to the confufion of lan- 
guages at Babel. *Odiv nai Mtfovts avroi xixX^yldci ^»« Tqy fit- 
yAfhai».tmf <pum *.. It is not however perfectly clear, whether 
any real confufion of languages did take place at that period. 
The word in the Hebrew is TiBW hp ; but the term generally 
nfed in the fenfe otlanguage is pi&^ tongue. From this dr- 
cnmilance it feenis probable, that the pronunctatim of the 
builders of Babel was efFe£led^ rather than their language) 
and that, when the difperfion was cpmpletely effeftcd, the 
coQfufion ceafed. Accordingly we find, that the patriarchsi 
in their various travels, never experienced a»y difficulty in 
converting with the natives of the countries through which 
they palTed, Diverfity of languages appears to have been 
occalioned rather by the gradual lapfe of tiriVe> and other ac- 
cidoital circumflances> than by any fudden and miraculous 
inteipofition. Hence we may obferve, that ttie office of an 
interpreter is mentioned for the firfl time in the hifloiy of 
Jofeph and his brethren y. 

P. 2^2. '* Cenfco itaque— fuifle earn turrim ipfum illud 
" nit*, quod facere fibi voluerant, ne difpergerentur. Ido- 
" nea ergo fuerit, necefTe efl, ad difperfionem iftam impedi- 
" endam, et ita to Qrr quoque figniiicare hie debcat non 

• Plut^dc Fluv. p. 1x60. 

^ Apoll. Argon, lib. iv. vcr. 259. - 

« Chron. Pafch. p. a6. and Glyc« Ann. p. ij8. 

y G«n. xlii* 23. 

'' nomen, 
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'' nomm, fed fe^num^ mojiufnentum, mdicmm, quo homi^Ibus 
" in longinqua camporum errantibus^ ut folent Nomades 
*' cum fuis gregibas, declaretur, fimulac intra cipculum, 
" unde conlpici illud poilet, rediiflent, ubi eflet eonim urbs^ 
*' et iedes fixa, ut et quo itinere ea lit repetenda*." I can 
however by no means aiient to the fuppoiition of this Au- 
thor, that the tower was entirely unco,nne6led with the rit*s 
of idolatry ; and llill lefs to his lingular opinion, that the 
building of it was free from all criminality, and in no re- 
fpc6t cffeniive to God. 

P. 216. If we adopt the hypothefis, that the waters of 
Styx allude to the deluge, and that the Titans are the ante- 
diluvian Nephelimi who were at length utterly delbx>yed by 
that tremendous manifeilation of God's wrath ; we (hall fee 
a peculiar propriety in the mythological genealogy of Styx, 
and in the reafon which is given of her being fo highly ho- 
noured by Jupiter. " From Styx, the daughter of Ocean,'* 
fays Apollodorus, *' fprung Vt^iory, Power^ Jeahujy, and 
'* Fifrce, But Jupiter appointed an oath to be taken by the 
** waters of Styx, which flow from a rock in hell, bccauie 
** he wiftied to psty her honour, on account of ber having af- 
*' Jifted hm witb all ber children in his war again/l the Ti- 
*' tans */' When, in addition to this paffage of Apollodorus, 
we recoUeft that Plato fixes Tartarus and the four rivers of 
hell in the centre of the earth, conne6ting them clofely with 
the ocean ^ J we are almoft conilraincd to revert to the Cvrip- 
tural declaration, the fountains of the great deep were broken 
up. Before this fubjeft be entirely difmifled, I cannot help 
once more mentioning my confcioufnefs of its very great , 
difficulty and obfcurity; adding at the fame time in the 
words of Tully, '' Refellere firie pertinacia, et refelH fine , 
*' iracundia, parati fumus " 

P. 217. The fuppofition, that Typhoeus is only a per- 

* Perizonii Orig. Babyl. c. xi. 

* Apol. de Dis, p. 7. . 

»» Phaedb, fca. 60, 61, 62, Eclog. Phyf. lib. i. p. 130. 
yoU. X, ji b fohilication 
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fehificatiGTi of the tower of Babel^ may perhaps be con- 
finned by, this verfe of Homer : 

. £»r Af\fM(it, eSi fu^t Tvfvut tfjLfMitAi svfof^, 
. If we may venture to pronounce the Arimeans of the Poet 
<«f be the fame as th€ Arameans, or MefopotaikiianS) of 
Scripture, the very (ite of the ruins of Babel will be accu- 
rately pointed out. 

P. 228. Has the following tradition any alluiion to the 
crime of Lot, the kinfman of Abraham ? '* Myrrha, cum 
/' patrem fuum amaret, inehridvitt et fie cum eo concubuit**." 
The country atx lead, in which this deed is faid to have 
been committed, agrees tolerably well with that of Lot. 
" Cinyras Paphi filius rex AJfynorum^r The fame llory is 
related alfo by Fulgentius. <' Myrrha patrem fuum amafle 
*' dicitur, cum quo ehriato concubuit^" According to Anto- 
ninus Liberalis this Myrrha was. bom in mtmnt Libanus^H' 

P. 229. Though Chronus or Saturn appears evidently to 
be the patriarch Noah, yet in this inftance he is certainly 
confounded with Abraham. Claienius makes a curious re- 
mark upon this deity. " Moloch, quern Chananaei et Ifra- 
" elit% venerati funt> Saturnum fui(Ie, ex eo patet^ quod 
'' Phoenicas eidem Saturno homines madbtfTe dicuntur a 
'' Porpbyrio, ficut etiam Tyrii. Hunc Poeni contra6te Bal 
" pro Baal nominabant, et hunc cultum Tyrii ^yt Phoe- 
" nices et Sidonii ad Carthaginienfes feu Poenos tranfmife- 
** r>.it. Quem Babyloiiii Bel fuiflc aflerunt^ hucque cul- 
** turn traxifle Septentrionales, qui ab hoc idolo mare Balti- 
'' cum de behlf^be zee dixerunt, forfitan ab ilia fabula, qua 
*' Saturnus filios fuos devoraffe fingitiir, et ingluviofe in al- 
" vum devorando tranfmififlfe dicitur, quod approbant varia 
'* vocabula Baldadig, quod malum nefarium denotata et 
" Hebraice per boteacb atque betacb, Anglice bM, atque 

«' Horn. Iliad, lib. ii. vcr. 783. 

* Hygini fab. 164. 

• Ibid.. fab. 242. 

'■ Mythol. lib. iii. c. 8. 
« ^tetam. c xxxiii. 

•' jjothicc 
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*' Gothicc haltl^a cxprimitnr. Item apud Belgas, Gcrmanos, 
V *' SsxoneSf de beautb, de beib, de balh, Anglos belly, quod vO- 
'^ cabulum ventrem denotat ^." The fabJc of Saturn devour- 
ing his children, with the exception of Jupiter, Neptune, 
and Pluto, probably arofe from the univerfal deftrufti^n of 
mankind by the deluge, with exception only of Shem, Ham, 
and Japhet. Mr. Gibbon fomewherc in his Hiftory of the 
Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, mentions a great 
Gothic family, which bore the name of Bahi, poffibly from 
a iimilar veneration of the idol Baal. 

P. 276. Juftin Martyr' fcruples not to afcribe the mi- 
racles, wrought by the magicians of Egypt to diabolical 
agency. Uv »^$» ow, a; T^v^A^y, «T» a 'Bf»fat9oniia'»q » XiyofASVoq 
iiaQo>iOi tt Toi; *EAXi}^i >itx,^*»i tT^^no'tv, aq itxi ^a im it Ai* 
yvvlu fAuyvf uin^a, xct» hx r«¥ ion HX(« ^i^sv^ov^o^ruv, xai 
retvr» ^tQauat fAH tij* t» tow? ypoi^»iS ywait tuu ntr^f Kotrsfvierzv, 
He then proceeds to make the following very lingular re- 
marks upon fome of the Grecian deities. 'OT«y yotf Atoyuao* 
fAt* vtof ra A*o; ex fM^BUi if fj(,efAtx^^^ avTOP rn ZejUcXi), yiytv*- 
yijaSa* >,iyu)arky xai 'raToy..ii^iT>ji' ol^ttiKw ytvoiiAifov^ km ^»^w«- 

irofva-i, xa» otvor iir toi^ fiWsnf»0K etvra ^mafa^tfafcip, w^i r^t vrf o- 
>it)^y[Atini9 V3n MMfftuq ici^y^etfMa»t ixxuQ ra w»r^i»pp^ov mpo - 

fviTfiUP iMfA.ifJtMiO'^Ut At Toy VOVy} tWCtP h 70¥ H^UnMct %<r^V609 Kah 

mipmorTiaailx arato'ut tii» ynf, xott avrop ra> At» si AAx^i}»u; 700- 
fjf,tto», xeu avoBarotrat ttc tf^Arov aviTiiiXv^ifui >>,tyuffiv, n^i 77i» la- 
X^^^ ^f 7t7«( ^fOLfAUp o&y otvtn 'Ortpi Xpi^a \i7^gyyt.t9tv y^ot^f 
CfMWi fAif/ufxi^aBui iKM ; oTu» &k ro¥ AaKXmviQv »Exptf( aytytipctPTa^ 
x«i Tft ays?M vaBii Btpavtvorla fBo^a^t^y ax* Tot^ trspt Xptrw 
ofAOku^ ivpo(p)j)f»a$ fjt,ifA.i[xvia-BM mrop xat sin thtu ^fAt^} See alfb 
Stilling. Orig. Sacr. b. ii. c. 9. and Gaulmin. de Vita et 
Mor. Mofis, lib. i. c. 5, 6, 7, 8. 

P. 286 '* Satis, ni fallor, liquere videtur, quando facras 
*' cum hifce comparamus literas, iEgyptios, quia gloriolif- 



^ Clafen. Thcol. Gent, pars iii. c. 4. 
* Dial, cum Tryph. p. 229. 
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*' fimatn non tnodo J9fcpiii, fed et Mofis, et Ifraelitarttm ex . 
** JEgypto exeuhtiuxn^ hiftoHam profiteri-nolebant, ^luife 
" fal(ani> et vikm, et defbrmem Judaicae genti^ originem^ 
" fuis ex tcitis, fed cum fcabie et lepra, repetendam j veram 
** autem Ifiaelitarum in iEgypto agentium, et indc exetin- 
^ tium, hiHoriam variis tnultUqpie ^liis circumftantiis ita 
*' cantatnlnaflc vel adulteraife^ ut agnofd yix poflet, et He 
*' ad alios cam homines tuto rctulifle'^." 

P. 353. Cudworth' gives a veiy curious account of the 
fuperllition, on account of which he conceives the feething 
of a kid in its dam's milk to have been prohibited. After 
citing a pal&ge from Abarbaael, which approached very 
near to the truths he proceeds as ibllows. *' Becaufe Abar- 
'* banel doth not tell his tale lb handfbmely as he ihould^ I 
'' will help him out a little from an ancient Karraite^ whofe 
*' Comment I have fcen upon the Pentateuch MSS. and it 
" is thus. // was apiftom of the ancient beathem, when they 
" had gathered in all. their fruits, to take a kid^ and boil it in 
" the dam*s niilk, a/id then, in a ^nagical way, to go about and 
'* beff^nnkle with it fill their trees and fields, and gardens', and * 
** orchards ; thinking by this means tbe^Jbould make themfruc^ 
" tAfy, and bring forth fruit ogam wpre abuwdantfy the follow^ 
*' ing y^^^'" Wherefore God forbad his people the Jews, at 
" the time of their in-gathering, to ufe any fuch fuper- 
'* ftitious or idolatrous rite^" 

P. 334. The fame idea is advanced by Maimonides, who 
afligns a fimilar reafou, why the ram, the goat, and the bul- 
lockj were appointed to be facrificed under the.Levitical dif- 
,penfation°^. 



^ Perizonii ^gyptr.Orig. c- xix. 

* Cudworth on the Lord's Supper, p. 14. 

» See More Nevochim, p. iii, c. 46. 
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